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BOOK II. 

CHAPTER XII. 

CONTSKtS. 

WOMEN ARE TREATED AS IF THE TYPE OF THEIft 
PERFECTION LAV IN PERFECT INNOCENCE. EVILS 
RESULTING FROM THIS ERROR. 

^ 1« — Tbb principle followed in the treatment of tromen at 
present appears to be, to consider them as creatoreS) the type 
of irhose perfection lies in perfect itinocence. The utmost 
care is taken to make them happy, since nnsollied innocence 
merits that all its days nhould be pure and cloudless ; and, be- 
caose they are frail, obnoxtons to falling iVom their type of 
perfection, to place them in a position where no temptation 
shall beset them ; where, particularly, they shall not be incited 
to yield to so boisterous a passion as personal ambition. 

Were I to undertake to prove that woman is a corrupted 
cr e ature , I should only employ arguments to sustain a propo- 
sition, the truth 6f which is not questioned by any human 
being' : notwithstanding that a contrary principle is, apparently^ 
followed in practice, there is not any one who doubts that wo« 
man partakes of the sinful nature of man. 

Tou ni. A 2 
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Yes, Abe has the same passions, and requires, like him, to 
have them corrected ; not by repressing them, but by calling 
them forth, and teaching her, resolutely, to encounter them. 
MHiere you attempt to stifle them in her breast, you only con- 
tract her mind, you cannot purify it. 

§ 2. — By arresting, in women, the natural current of per- 
sonal ambition, yon do a great moral injury to men. 

First — By depriving them of those incentives to virtue, 
which they would derive from acquiring a deep sense of her 
charms. They would acquire this sense from the anxiety with 
which they would watch, in women, the impulse of ambition. 
They would recognise, in reg^d to them, with incomparably 
greater quickness than they do relatively to themselves, how 
much this passion is contemptible and disfiguring, when it is 
not regulated by the laws of virtue. 

Secondly — By nullifying the influence, which women, whose 
ambition had been purified by the enlightened cares of society, 
would exercise over men. 

§ 3. — A great moral injury is also done to women by not 
allowing to their personal ambition its proper scope. 

Women are entirely abandoned, in consequence, to those 
strong, partial affections, which prompt them to forget their 
country's weal, for the sake of promoting the private interest 
of their family. 

By being left thus resigned to them, they are denied the 
opportunity to undergo that mental process by which it is the 
especial intention of nature, that the desires of their heart 
shall be rectified. 

The process to which I allude, lies in a conflict established 
between their general principles, and particular afi^ections. 

Their general principles, which should bid them prefer, to 
every partial advantage, the good of their country. 

Their particular afioctions, which tempt them to postpone 
that good to the private interests of their family* 

Their true triumph over their weak, erring nature, consists 
in the display, on their part, of such rigour of mind, as that 
their principles gain the victory. 

Where women are left, as they now are, with no other con- 
cern than to attend to the welfare of their family, surely their 
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Utk is rendered too easy for creatures who ought to becomet 
Tirtnom by combating their native propensities. Though they 
may have rigorons obligations to fulfil in regard to the objects 
of their private affections, yet these affections are commonly 
so strong that they impel them by an irresistible force, wil«- 
lingly to make every sacrifice which they may require of 
them, 

Whilever, therefore, women's diief duty is made to consist 
in an entire abnegation of self for the sake of their families, 
instead of in a vigorous resolution to establish a happy accord 
between their private and public affections ; we shall see great 
numbers of them whom we must, in justice, pronounce to have 
performed, in an exemplary manner, the duties imposed on 
them by the construction of the society ; and yet whom it will 
be impossible for our hearts to reverence as characters, deter- 
mined to obey, whatever it may cost them, the ordinances of 
virtue. 

§ 44 — Notwithstanding that amiable, pious women, never, 
perhaps, more abounded in this and the neighbouring kingdoms 
tban they do at present ; yet, the complaint which aged per- 
sons generally make of the rapid increase, in them, of a deplo- 
rable corruption of morals, is, I believe, too well founded, for 
it to be reasonable to conclude, that it originates, solely, in the 
cynical, peevish temper which, too often, accompanies declin- 
ing years. It, therefore, appears, that the excellently dis- 
posed women to whom I allude, exercise but little influence 
over their fellow-creatures, and, indeed, when we observe them 
closely, we cannot help being struck with the idea that their 
views are too petty, too little favourable to the beneficial dis- 
play in the world of all the powers of mind and frame with 
which mankind are endowed, for them to induce men to hearken 
to them ; or for society to be, at all, inclined to fashion itself 
according to their notions of a virtuous system of social order* 

§ 5« — If they be not proper to advance, on earth, the reign 
of virtue and good national morals ; if, too, as I think it pro- 
bable, the system of social order established here below, has 
direct bearings on the polity of the inhabitants of higher 
ipherea, this world will be far from doing its part, in sending, 
continttally, to nobler globes, beings proper to contribute their 
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sbare to perfecting, throngtumt the untveney a gLonrnm system 
of morftl order* whilerer the holy women, who indulge a well 
fomded trust in the application to them of their Saviour's 
pronise to receive^ after death, pious souls into mfinsioas of 
blisB, shall have such nanrow or false yiews, oonoeming their 
duties to their neighbour, that their eondud, owing to their 
forming to themselves an impracticable type of the perfeotion 
to which nations should endeavour to arrive, is more likely to 
itttrodoee .disorders into society, than widely, to improve it, 
thiionghout its various chisses. 



CHAPTER XIII. 



WOMEN ARE VIRTUALLY SUBMITTED TO THE GO- 
VERNMENT OF THE OPINIONS OF SOCIETY, NOT TO 
THAT OF THE WISDOM OF THEIR HUSBANDS. 

■s 

By the constitutions of society, the character of women h 
made originally to depend on a husband and a father. This 
consideration naturally leads to the enquiry whether nature 
has formed men to be themselves, in their domestic capacity, 
5f so robust, a moral constitution, that they can, Individually, 
ierve for a steady and sure support to all the virtues which 
ought to crown the female part of their family. 

As to their conduct to their daughters, I shall not enter into 
any disquisition respecting it. 

It evidently depends, usually, on the nature of their rela- 
tions with their mother. But in regard to their behaviour, as 
husbands, I ^hall say, that it does not appear to me that na- 
ture's general rule has granted them a character of sufficient 
firmness to enable them to govern their wives according to 
their own notions, unaided by the maxims reigning in the 
innid around them. In fact, I do not consider that I advance 
a paradox in asserting that it is not immediately to their hus- 
bands, but to the laws sanctioned by the opinion of society 
that women, speaking generally, are submitted. 

Throughout Europe, many arc the customs aifecting wedded 
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life, SO revolting to « li«iii>and'8liBttlfligBy* that it mfty fiUrly be 
mferrcrt ibat tbey ^radld iwter hava tuiierod tkem to be intro- 
&oiobi, were they pmetically in pOMesston of half the miktho- 
rity whieh ii legally asorlbed to theui. 

Notwithstanding their despotic power, they are *t> timidiy 
ruled by pnblie opinHm, that a wifb pefFectly obedient to her 
bnbsnd, nay yet eonmit great errors, ifbr both wfli be likely 
to go entirely wrong, if the pnbftie opiidbn be depraved* 

Tlie legislator who eeoMes the giMance of a wife solely to 
lier kasband's wisdom, and takes no pains to pnrily the opi- 
nions of society, abandons the character of married women, 
thst is, of the females the most inflnenttal over their own, 
and oyer the other sex, entirely to the power of the fantae* 
dcsl notions of the giddy mnltitade, and to the caprices of the 
mode. 

This abandonment, to sacli tutors, of the conduct and way 
of thinking of married women, aferds matter of very serious 
consideration to those who, like me, believe it to be natnre'e 
design, that the persons who would willingly labour to rehdel! 
Bsnkind virtoons and orderly, ongki to begin with inducing 
women to distingnish themselves by their virtues and their 
enli g h te n ed attachment to order; since pure, well directed 
wstiments, must take their first rise in their bosom, and be, 
by thsBi, communicated to the other sex. 



CHAPTfiR XIV. 

DttCVStiON ON THB UOUAh BONO Of UNION OF SAYAQK P£0- 
PLB^ TBNDINO TQ SHQWy THAT THB lAW PLACING WIVKS 
IK ABSOLUTS gUBJBOTIpN TO THSIH HUSBAND8| ANSWERS, 
AMOMe TBEB«, THS BNOS FBaPOSSO BY ITS £NACTMBNT| 
TBOUea IT DOBS NOT IN THBSB GOUNTRIGS. 

§ 1»— K I be right in thinking that the reign of national 
good order cannot be promoted by making men absolute in 

* Vntaxm the Italian, CataUeri SetTcntl. 



fthehrJuBiliM, it w<NiM mpfimt, dMl abaott all nMldad have, 
thioDgliiNil ail 9ge§f been vadbr a gresi mistake ; ilaca tlwir 
usual cnalom lias erer baeu to invest liuskwds widi a laifie 
diseretionary power, witli a view to dieir chargtag tliensalves 
solely, witli the oUigatiaa wisely to eoaftrol a wife's condueti 

This measure was, howeTor, much move produotlTo of good 
ofbets in former ages than it is at present in the ctriliied 
world : the truth of tUs proposition, without our givmg ows 
selres the trouUe of senitiniMng into the aneient enstoms of 
difloroDt nations, will appear, I Aink» snfteiently, if we just 
oast a cursory glaaoe^ on the nature of the roorsl bond of 
union whiek holds together, as one pei^le, a number of sayage 



They am held together — as from the aoeounts of them I 
judge— by a general, sympathetic wish to keep women in buIh 
jpction ; for, had they not this wish, I do not think it probable 
that Tiews of interest would ever have induced them to asso^ 
oiate together. Each of them would, in all likdihood, haTo 
lived ^lart, shut up in the bosom of his own family, making 
war with all the rest of his species, and the human raoe would 
soon have beomne extinct. To obviate this evil, men's hostile 
passions were tan|^t by nature, to direct thoBMelves so lar 
on the other sex, as to exdte, in them, a brotherly intavest 
with their own* 

Here we cannot avoid having the curiosity to inquire^ by 
what 4ifferent process does natpre ordain that, whilst among 
fXL the inferior animals, the weaker sex lives peaceably under 
the protection of the stronger, it is obnoxious in the human 
raoe alone, to finding its yoke a tyxnnnic one. 

She partly, I believe, produces this singular contrast, by or- 
that mankind shall be differently alfected from any 
of the brute creation, by amatory passions. 

Among the yarions tribes composing the latter, the attrac- 
tion between the sexes 'is either prwniscnous, in which cKse al) 
the males are kindly disposed towards all the females. 

Or else it unites together coufftfmt couples. Where it acts in 
this manner, the female lives happily under the protection of 
her tender mate. 

In mankind, fdone, ^oe^ it seemi in any cpiisiderable degree, 
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to wt, at Mice, in both these mimnen. The eenteqaenee- ie^ 
dttt iodiiicliieki of the stronger sex cluini fi»r themedree pri- 
Tfleges- of ronng, which they will not accord to their female 
ecflipamoiu ; and the dread iect they shoald take theni» as they / 

hnewtfaemtobesiniyarly eonstitnted with themselresy often r'*" 

indoeea them to treat them with great rigonr. 

ney hope by domg so, eitiber to deprive them of theviTa- 
dty and leisore requisite for the ittdn%ence of Uoentions 
thoo^ils ; or else to render it physically impossible for them 
to yield to their inqpalsion. 

.Aaother mottre which natore snggests to barbarons m«i» 
to CKoile in them a hostile spirit against the lemale sex, seems 
to arise, in tiiem, from self-love and pride, which cause them 
to raeognise, with indignation, that women, more than their 
own mXf sdr them to take in them a lively interest. To a 
preference that i^pears to them so senseless and imjnst, they 
dstcrmine not to yield. The more, then, that women warm 
their hearts- in their favour, the more they determine to exert 
their vMition to mdse all the affectionate regard with which 
they iuq>iffie liMm, rebound on dieir own sex. Their pride 
and setf-love whisper to them that they ought to consider men 
sleue as being of any importance ; that women are weak, con- 
temptible creatures, miworthy of being the objects of their 
hind concern ; and possessing no other claims to th«r proteo- 
tien than what arise from their ministering to men's grati* 
fieation. 

As it is in the quality of wives that they can best promote 
the eomfort of the lordly sex, their haughty masters determine, 
both to place them in idisokite subjection to their husbands^ and 
also, to watch, rigorously, over the latter, to prevent their 
weaUy acoordUi^ to Aeir wedded daves, privileges which, were 
ether husbands to follow their example, would soon introduce 
a fetal revolution in the customs of an entirer community. 

Nor is it diffieidt fbr the mm of such a tribe to steel htis- 
bands against the influence of wives ; the heart of the for- 
mer is so indurated by eariy habit, and by the necessity which 
obliges them, aft«r marriage, to attend to laborious, perilous 
occupations in the company of men, that tbey have little lei* 
sure to bestow on female dalUance, and little disposition to be 



10 UOOK II. [part III.— 

moved by it. Should they, however, #hen in coapany with 
a wifb, chance to he melted by her iato a more complying faa- 
monr than accorded, agreeably to the apprehension of tfaeir 
companions, with a manly character, their dread tif their oen« 
eore woald rouse them to stiie such diagracefid emolaoos of 
tenderness, before they could dishonmiif them in public 

Notwithstanding the abject thraldom in which, among savage 
nations in genial, women are held, tiiere seems to be, among 
several of them, a secret sense ci honour in men, which 
causes it to be tacitly understood by them, diat they would act 
miworthily, did they treat Aeir wives with a gim t ior degree of 
harshness tiun what they may find neoessary for rendering 
timm duly submissive. Thus, it i^pears, that, in ^ome of dKMe 
nations, men are never etimulated^to strike w<miai by a£t of 
brutal caprice. Should a husband thus wantonly ill use his 
wife, it is probable that he would be made blush for his on- 
manly conduct by those of his companions who were witneasos 
to it. 

But whatever honoraUe sympathies may make the men of 
a savage tribe look on themselves as bound, .in coramioni to ro- 
atraitt individuab of their own sex, fcorn an unnecessary in* 
fliclion of harsh traatm^t on women, it appears that their 
honorable sentiments, in favour of the weaker sex, are kept by 
them in such steady subordination to the principle that deter- 
mines them to render wives the tame, submissive slaves of a 
husband, that it never introduces, into their thoughts or ac^ 
tions, the slightest inooasisteaey. 

Wives dare aot rebel against a wedded mteter, however 
tyrannically he may^abuse his power, fer they Icnow that aU 
the lords of the creation would approve of a mutinous dispo- 
sitien being punished ,in iJiem, even though they might be 
eensoicras of its having been occasioned by cruel acts of in- 
justice. 

The spirit that the men of these savage communities wish 
to maintain in them, always pervades them exactly to the 
^int which correspmids to their views ; riever does the influ- 
ence of woinen, nor the tenderness that they inspire to men, 
derange, in the slightest degree, the sjrstem of usages esta- 
blished by the latter. 
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Afi long as diey conUnae to treat women with the same 
ereo, infiexiUe BOTerity, they are tolerably aeciire from theiv 
4ale being changed by any intemal {Nrinciple of revolntiMi.* 

§ tf — When we coti^Mire the maxiuis deoisiye of the deetmy 
of wometty that foim an essential part of the prkioiples of go- 
vsmment of those barbarous peopK^ whose mode of dealing 
with die weaker wex I hare slightly sketched, with the notions 
thatprevaily in these ooimtriesi respecting the relative station 
wbish men onght to permit their feeble Goinpanions to oeenpf , 
we shall find that civiliied men retain enough of resemblance 
with barbarous ones, to wish, like thmn, to curb one teo« 
tber, — by means of a sentiment of honour, and the dread 
which men, collectively, inspire to each individual of their 
own sex, — ^from either allowing themselves to be enervated by 
tenderness for a teaale, or from acting tyranniealLy by the 
women under their protection* 

But hM« the resemblance, in these respects, ends ; for when 
yon look to die relative rank, in the breast of civilised men, 
of the sentiment ^Hiich bids them uphold their own supre* 
msey, and that which tdb then to be kind to women, yon 
fiad it to be totally dUforent from what it is among savage 
men. The subordination in which the latter hold the senti- 
ment that q»eaks to them in ivvonr of women, to that whieh 
cosmuuids them to assert their own supremacy, almost en* 
tndy, in ctvyiaed countries, disappears on all ordinary oeca* 



Eifery man knows well, that he is usually mnch more dia- 
graced in the ejtm of hie own sex, tf he be suspected of ill 
treatiBg hia wife or daughters, than he is for indulging, to a 
UsmesUe excess, the tenderaess that urges him to comply 
with ibeir widhes.f 

* Thrash women ore far from being, always, the cause of political revo- 
lutions, yet, I believe, that they rarely occur in states where men are only 
sMHiHe to HHwe f^, steady fte&iga which, commonly, nign touhuively la 
then, in the eountries whov women are too much enslaved to have any 
iofliMnce over them. 

t Women, ill used by a husband, are, sometimes, spoken of with unjust 
uperity by men, and accused by them, on insufficient grounds, of having to- 
x^y disordered his mind by provocations which no husband could be ex- 
petted to bear with patience. The men, however, guilty of this injustice, 
tfc not instigated to it by a wish to maintain the principle that a wife ought 
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Commonly speakiofi^, every faalt which a man can commit, 
that seems to ar^e that women — particularly those whom he 
ought to loFO — have too mnch power over him, is treated with 
extreme indulgence. The consequence is, that husbands are, 
in a manner, abandoned to their own feelings, which are con- 
fused, irresolute and fluctuating. 

They know that they ou^t to be ditefs in their family, and 
they are, naturally, inclined to look to the opinions of society, 
to direct them in using their supreme power with discretion, 
so as to g^ve all due honour and importance to the branches of 
their family, but, particularly, to a wife. However, where 
knsbands consult, now, the opinions of society, in respect to 
the management of a wile, they only add greatly to their 
perplexities on this subject. This they plainly perceive, and 
therefore, as Ul fitted as they are by nature, to act wisely and 
steadily in the capacity of wedded chiefii, without lesaing for 
support on the public opinion, they are often induced greatly 
to disregard it, and to regulate, in many respects, by their 
own reason, their behaviour to a conjugal mate* But their 
own reason, even were they early trained to a judicious, spe- 
enlative exercise of it, on tibis important matter, would be 
liable greatly to desert them, when they were endeavouring 
to make to their practice an application of those general prin« 
ciples, which they had treasured up to guide a husband's con- 
duct. They would, in ^ite of them, yield too much to pas- 
sion, both in resisting and indulging a wife. Their resistenoe 
would, in consequence, appear to her unjust and hamonrtome ; 
for their indu%ence she would proudly tako merit to herself, 
as believing it owing, not to the general kindness of their 
disposition, but to her own irresistible, wheedling arts ; the 
idea that her destiny called on her dexterously to withstand 
the encroachments of a husband*s authority, and baffle his 
intention to go contrary to her will, would accordingly take 
root in her mind. Thus would a constant, secret conflict, be 

to be the paaaive dave of ereii a cnid hiubMid. They are induced to take, 
warmly, the part of the offenders of their own eex, by an idea that all men 
are involved in the disgrace of the man who, wantonly^ ill treats his wife. 
They will not, therefore, suffer themselves to be persuaded that a ddin- 
qnency of such a nature has occurred. 
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introdaeed between Iwo beings who ougbt to be strictly anited» 
lad firom whose concerdaDt dupositioiis a stream ci orderly 
BeDtiments ought to flow, to diffuse itself tlBY>ug^ the morals 
of the pnblie. 

Bat men, in their early youth, and preyioos to their mar* 
riage, are £sr from being prepared, by their training, to prore 
tiiemselTes9 in their behaviour to a wife, endowed with good 
lense, and aetnated by steady principles^ 

On the contrary, every error* seems to me to be oommkte4 
rehtiTely to the task of fitting youths and bachelors to make 
good husbands, into which, we can suppose, that an ailightened 
people, sincerely desirous of seeing the marriage state respee- 
table and happy, could possibly be so blinded as to fall. Hus- 
bands, when they cannot, steadily, lean on maxims nniversally 
rpceiyed in society, are obnoxious, from weakness, to the dan*- 
ger of forgetting their principles, and allowing themselves to 
flactaate amongst a variety of contfaiding passions. 

Society, therefore, seeing that it has idmost completely with- 
drawn its aid from them, leaving them, as I may say, to shift 
for themselves, ought, at least, to do its utmost to enlighten 
sad fortify them beforehand, that they may be prepared, as 
fully as they can be, to go through their severe task wi^ jndg^ 
nent and unfaltering steadiness. 

Tile way, properly, to enlighten them, would be, ere the 
passions of human nature expose men to the ahnost inevitable 
necessity of seeing women through a false medium, to acoua- 
tom boys to mingle much in the society of the fair sex, that 
they may acquire clear perceptions into the constitution of wo- 
raea*s mind, and that unnumbered delicate feelings, of a nature 
to enable dieir character gently to coalesce with, and imper- 
ceptibly to guide that of a female companion, may be called 
forth in their bosom. 

Hiis precaution is, by no means, sufficiently attended to. 
We do not, indeed, in Ireland, as it seems to me that tbey do 
in FVance, almost entirely banish boys from female society, 
fnm their early infancy till that age at which they are taught, 
by the wild tumults of passion, to delight in appearing capti- 
vating to women. But even, in this country, not nearly suf- 
ficient opportunity is given to individuals of diflerent sexes, to 
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associate together, at an age when, if they he properly trained, 
their mutual wish to please will only be inspired to them by 
pure, refined motives. 

To fortify, in youths, the resolution to be guided, after mar- 
riage, in their eonduet towards a wife, by firm, raticmat prin- 
ciples, they should be early tanght to reign, steadily, over 
their passions* And are they taught sneh a virtuous self*eon- 
trol ? Unhappily, no. They quickly, on the contrary, learn 
to believe that unmarned men are not hound to yield- a rigo- 
rous obedience to the precepts of virtue^ and that it will be 
lime enough for tliem when they marry, to begin to praetise 
a rigorous self-government. 

Nor are these the only measures taken, of which* the prao- 
tical result is, to make husbands the ^port of every passion 
which can agitate their breast. 

The same laws which were enacted at a time when the opi- 
nions of society engaged %nsbands to govern their families 
respectably, aooording to the notions then prevailing, these 
laws which almost entirely, on a woman's marriage, annihilated 
her civil rights, to give her into her chiefs power, are still in 
force, though little in harmony with the sphril of the present 
times.* 

Of these, and many other laws, the relics of ancient times, 
which press hardly on women, the indulgent spirit of the pre- 
sent day, endeavours to mitigate the severity, by inducing 
parents and relations to bequeath to females a much larger 
dbare of their property, than it was formerly the custom to 
-leave them. The consequence is, that a maeh greater num- 
ber of pecuniary priaes, than there did formerly, offer them- 
selves now to tempt young men to seek to render their woridly 
afffitfrs prosperous, by means of a wealthy marriage. These 
prizes, too, will lie absolutely at their disposal, if they suc- 
ceed in wheedling the women who can confer them, to become 
theirs without such a rigorous settlement as is not very usual. 
And they magr hope to persuade them to do so, since not only 
affoction, but a sentiment of delicacy and magnmimity, tetk 

• Tliey arc oft<»n greatly eluded by the settlement, on a wife, of her own 
fortune. But it is, I believe, snfltciently evident to every obsen^er of the 
inorak of mankind, that such aettleinentB do not promote the happy oonay- 

lidution of the conjugal bund. 
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a woman thai she aught not to withhold the absolute disposal 
af ber fbrtone frmn the hnsband on whom she willingly be« 
stows her person. 

To beconie candidates for the prizes which they may win in 
matrimony, yoimg men are strongly excited, by their expen- 
sive habits, and their dislike to bend their minds to the em^ 
ployments of a laborious profession, as well as by the idea diat 
even were they, diligently, to apply to one, they could but 
Tery slowly, if at all, rise to affluence and distinction, by their 
wearisome toil. Whereas, could they win a rich wife, they 
woald exult, in a. triumph over competitors, and, without 
hiying any restraint on their tastes, would secure the meana 
of revelling, for the rest of their lires, in idleness and luxury. 
Tbese considerations render the temptation to embark in what 
is called fortune-hunting, too strong to be resisted by young 
men prone to ranity, — as the Irish commonly are, — and easily 
elated by the thought of appearing irresistible to the fair. 
Accordingly, the most of those youths, who are proud of 
tbeir external figure, and who burn with a strong desire, 
though their means be very limited, of shining in genteel cir- 
deS) resolve to repair the unkindness of fortune, by finding a 
rick wife. In acting np to such a resolution, they almost aln 
ways, as I believe, totally degrade their character, and cause 
it to become nnmanly, frivolons and contemptible* 

Nature ordains that there shall, generally, be a certain moral 
correspondence between the line of conduct diosen by man? 
kind and the hopeathat they seek to realise. 

As there is, therefore, nothing becoming a man in the hope 
of growing nch by taking a wife, he that forms such a hopOf 
does not seek to accomplish his project by manly behaviour. 
There are wealthy women who would be most easily allured 
to engage in a marriage that made no addition to their for-, 
tnae, by yooths diligently occupied in application to liberal 
atadiss, or to the duties of an honorable profession. But men 
whose design is to enrich themselves by marriage, do not ex- 
hibit a conduct adi^ted to please rational women. As their 
project is unworthy a manly character, so is the conduct by 
n-hich they try to fulfil it. They study nothing but their at- 
tire and outward appearances, taking care that their figure* 
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iJkeiT UMigUage^ thdr address, shall idl be such that frtroloiu 
women, devoted to the stady of the ordinances of fi»liio&» must 
allow them to be most accompltshedy charming creatnras. 

Men cannot determine to seek to make their fortone by 
marriage, withoat wounding the true dignity of their charac- 
ter; fbr every unsophisticated, manly mind, knows wdl that 
it becomes individuals of the stronger sex, to enj«j the 
thought of eleTEting a woman, by marrying her, to a mmm 
prosperous conation, rather than to wish to be indebted to a 
wife for riches and honours. 

I do not mean to say that a rational, noble minded man, 
who chances to inspire a fond passion to a single woman pos- 
sessed of far more wealth than, in the ordinary conne of 
things, he would have any pretensions to, is not, in honour, 
at liberty to profit by his good fortune. 

Provided the friends whom she is bound to consult, are 
tisfied that he should. 

That his behaviour to them has been fair and open. 

That he can like her ; mnd that he is conscious of 
precisely the character which she conceives him to be, and 
which has such attractions for her, that an union with him 
appears to her more desirable than the acquisition of riches. 

But of thus mucJi I am certain, that he will not seek such 
an opportunity to rise to opulence ; and that, when it occurs, 
his pride, even while he takes advantage of it, will be enough 
humiliated at the thought of the obligation which he is going 
to contract towards a wife, to cause the pain that it will thence 
receive, in some measure, to counterbalance the pleasure that 
it will derive from the flattering idea, that a woman who could 
easily bestow herself more advantageously in the eye of the 
world, finds in him such peculiar merit, that she gladly deter- 
mines to devote, to him, her whole existence. 

But if the idea of a marriage in which the husband, rather 
than the wife, is placed in the world in a more flourishing si- 
tuation, is revolting to a becoming manly pride, what shall 
we say to those men who court women much their superiors in 
fortune, not with any intention of making t&em happy, but sim- 
ply because marriage will give them an opportunity of legally 
robbing them of all their fortune ? I hope most of my readers 
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will agfee #iUi me in thiakiilgv tfaal in rabh men one tratM) 
does not remain, either of the honorable feelings which na< 
tnraUjr distingaish a manly characteiv or of the principles of 
justice that mark a person of integrity. If diey happen to be 
too pmdent to expose themselves to legal penalties, it is 
l^ot speaking too severely of them to affirm, that nothing 
but the fear of being condemned to merited punishment by a 
ptthlic tribnnaly restrains them from the commission of the 
bhdcest crimes. 

And yet to the dangel^ of becomings by degree, such dege- 
nerate, hard-hearted monsters, do the yonths expose them- 
selves who once embark in the trade of fortnne hunting. Fol^ 
in doing so, they forsake the standard of manly dignity erected 
By nature in their bosoms ; placing themselves on a slope that 
hides it from them, and that leads, rapidly, to a low gulf of 
depravity, circumstances, readily, tempt them to hasten down- 
wud, till they reach th^ bottom and become immersed, for 
ever, in the most opprobrious vices* 

To the misfortune of eilcountering, in marrikge, one of these 
miserable fortune hunters, are women who have any property 
now greatly exposed^ Even should they be so wise as to 
esca^ their snares and make what is called a fairly proper* 
tioned match, they still run a great risk of uniting their des-» 
tiny to that of a spendthrift — for many causes now combine to 
render men extravagant — ^who will plunge them in misery. 

From the above observations I conclude that, the conse^ 
quence of women being treated with much more indulgence 
than formerly — owing to that indulgence being extended to 
tbem in a thoughtless, irregular manner, and to the laws which 
preside over their general situation, rudely clashing with it-^ 
is, that many more of them are now unhappy in marriage^ 
tlian there were at the time that the general opinion sanctioned 
husbands in the exercise of a stern authority. 

Hie tyranny which is regulated by principle has bonnds^ 
particularly when it is a wife that is the object of it, for a 
husband is not, naturally, inclined, firom^ principle, to be the 
tyrant of his wife.* 

* Hm atort MMztion reqairet some qualificfttioa :— 
An IriahoiaD, naturally, takes such pleasure in female society, that when 
^ prindploa toad Um io a«uma to hia wife a iiia(iitcrial tone^ thai pva* 

VOL. III. B 
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dosj^ly identifying with his owifi liis wifi^V. honour, he treUa 
her wilh high reepect, seltiii^ to erery one. eke the example 
of the considenBtion with which he ejcpects them to hehnve to 
her« 'Ti« when inen aUow themeelires. to he;drifted aboat by 
tjbeir passions, till they foiget all principle, that they are 
tempted to despise aed Ul treat a wife, as though she were the 
vilest of womeuy merely f^r belonging to thep. Whether 
many men are excited by their passions, at. present, shame;* 
folly to forget a wife's dignity, I have had no opportunity to 
learn ; bnt thus much the many factp which have come to my 
knowledge, concernjing dpi|iestic lijEe> warri^it me in concluding, 
tji^t the husbands who, from principle, exert an imperious 
authority over their wives^ are now very rare indeed,f while 
many are they who make them unhappy, by yielding to pas- 
sions, to restrain which they do not exert any principle, what- 
ever. 

It may be observed that I bear too hardly upon husbands ; 
that prodigality, which is the great shoal on which conjugal 
happiness is now apt to split, is a fault as prevalent among 
wives as among husbands ; that even the fortune hunter, when 
}^fL has succeeded in obti^ining a rich wife, is often, more than 
she the victim of the marriage uniting them, since he has be- 
come bound by it to a partner whose arrogance he cannot re- 
press, and whose tastes for expenditure, far outrunning even 
the income which she has bestowed on him, are a never ceasing 
cause of anxiety to him, and involve him, at last, in greater 
difficulties than those from which she had, for a time, extri- 
cated him* 

If this charge against wives be true, — and I do not seek to 
disprove it, — it is a further reason for convincing me that the 

fOktt her convening with him with nifflcient freedom, he feels a ToSd in 
hit broeiti which he supplies by inebriating himself slMig with Joirial com* 
panions. The habit which he thus contracts, is very pr^udicial to his 
amability as a husband. He is, besides, too liable to display a harsh, un- 
lUndlomper to the females of ld» fionily, owing to his being eza^ierated at 
not Iiaving in their society much satittfaction : though the coldness with 
which they behave to him arises from the austere reserve of Ids own de- 
meanour towards them. 

f The few who do make their authority too much felt by a wlf(V s e em to 
have inferred, that the chief of a family does well in obliging it to submit to 
his strict and alisolute sway, from Iiaving olnerved that many ftmllles had 
been ruined, on nccount of not having been guided by a firm, derisive head. 



CHAP. XIV.] BOOK n. 19 

tender and indiilgenl aentimentg towards womeiiy which at pre- 
sent characterise the general way of thinking, havO) owing to 
their not heing sniBciently regulated by enlightened reason and 
to their jarring withj^existing national laws, utterly failed in pro- 
ducing, between married couples, greater happiness and a more 

tender, mutual attachment. 

Yet, I 'maintain, that it is not by the confinement of wo- 
men sgain to a more narrow sphere than that which they now* 
fill, that the marriage state could be made appear, in general* 
respectable and interesting, owing to the happiness and good 
condoct of the parties engaged in it. / 

It is, on the contrary, by removing with caution, and on a 
regular plan, the barriers which still prevent women from 
using the liberty accorded them, for the indulgence of any 
noble impulse of ambition, and which hinder them from seeing 
any other career' lying open before them, but one inviting 
them to pleasure and frivolous pursuits. 

§ 8« — While the situation of women should be made to cor- 
respond with the aspirations of a noble and active mind, hus- 
bands sh6ald also be taught, — ^what would be far from being 
ifficompatible with th6 full, and orderly enlargement of the 
prospects of wives, — to look on society as a judge prompt 
steadily to san'6ti(>n th6ih in the exercise of a supreme, legiti- ' 
mate authority. They should, no doubt, be aware that they 
would incur its censure, were they to be seen ungenerously to ' 
abase their power oyer their feeble companion.' 

But so cldu'"iuid express should be its notions, in regard to 
the behaviour constituting such an abuse, and 'so much should' 
they be trained to have no inclihation to exhibit it, that their' 
general feeGng to warcEs society should 1)0 a confidence of find- 
ing in its opinions, a firm' support' to their marital and domestic ' 
soUunity. 

Tliis, I am convinced, is no wise the sentiment of husbands 
at present. 

Vaiamf^y iitde^, mlsy'be' seen in men of that inclination to ' 
take their part and to sympathise with them, the observation 
of wUA has led m^f' to condnde, that the rebound towards 
(heir own sex of the tenderness excited in them by women, 
Til what first morally disposed them to uniting together in a 

B 2 
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social corps. Bat now that sympathy with husbands is conn- 
teracted in men, by a generous tenderness for women, — ^for 
it is counteracted by it, on account of both sentiments not 
being so modified as to be made to harmonize together, — it 
yields husbands but little protection ; and, indeed, it is well 
?or wires that it does not yield them more, for in its present 
harsh, untutored state, it could not be made firmly to sustain 
a husband's supremacy, without plunging wives, — and with 
them all women, — into slavery. 

The fact is, that this sympathy with husbands is now rather 
a speculative than a practical sentiment. Men are too apt, 
still, to let harsh, unkind passions accumulate in their bosoms, 
and to vent them, in speculation, on the feeble sex ; but when 
an instance occurs in real life, of a husband who appears, in 
some degree, blameable towards his wife, these same harsh 
passions then take him for their object, and ni^ those whom 
they move to rage without measure against him. 

Tho^e who, when they speak abstractly, express them- 
selves with the greatest unkindness toward wives, are the most 
bitter against the husband, — if they be not his particular 
friends,— in whose quarrels with his wife they think themselves 
bound to interfere. Besides, that they. are pushed by malig- 
nant, ungovemed passions to treat him with unwarrantable 
severity, they are eager to prove, by the warmth with which 
they espouse the cause of women, that they are at heart their 
zealous champions; though they sometimes rail against them.^ 
Men, in general, who, in the eyes of the public, are some- 
what in the wrong, or appear to be so, in regard to their be- 
haviour to their wives, are, usually, viewed by it with detes- 
tation. The public is, indeed, prone to look with an ill na- 
tured, prying eye, into the reciprocal conduct of both hus- 
bands and wives, but it uses particular severity towards the 

* * I haTe obierved tbat those men who most adhere to the maxim that the 
female sex ought to be kept in an abject tubordinatlon to their% are tiM per- 
■01)^ wlio most endeavour to render the females to whom they are at- 
ti^chod, ftfl, for instance, their daughters, — so entirely independent of men, 
as to hate no need of their ^troteetion. 

They first make a frightful bugbepr of manJy power, as if it were right 
and agreeable to the intention* of nature, that women should be cruelly op- 
pressed by it, and then they exert themselves, entirely to withdraw, h\ de> 
fignce of nature's decrees, the women whom they love from its|[rasq^ 
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former. This ungracious curiosity does not tend to enlighten 
nuurried men^ on the manner in which they should comport 
themselves as the chiefs and protectors of a confiding woman, 
for a husband who would, in that ci^pacity, seek to obtain the 
approbation of society, instead of proceeding, with firmness 
and decision, — as the strength which he would receive from 
being supported by the general sentiment ought to enable him 
to do, — would feel embarrassed and undecided at every step 
that he took* 

Nor is the curiosity t^hich induces society to pry, censo- 
riously, into the conduct of husbands, awakened by the desire 
to befriend wives: were such the case, its animadversions 
would almost entirely fall on those husbands that render their 
wives unhappy, by allowing themselves to be agitated by pas- 
sions, on which they impose no restraint. Now, though it 
does sometimes happen that, when a husband sufiers himself 
to be betrayed, by a favourite passion, into a shameful excess, 
the public manifest a violent indignation against him, yet, in 
general, is the married man treated with great indulgencec^ 
though he should prove the ruin of his family, — who lets it 
appear that nature has endaed him with warm, good-natured 
feelings, but that; untaught to subdue, cidnscientiously, what- 
erer might be his momentary ruling passion, he has not made 
them take a regular ascendency in his breast, for the benefit 
of aU connected with him. 

On the other hand, the man of unyielding, good principles, 
but who appears of rather an inflexible disposition, is looked 
on, in sodety, as a person undeserving of an amiable wife* 
It is true, that frequently after he is married, no aspersions 
are cast on him for his demeanour towards a wedded partner, 
because he dwells in such harmony with her, that society can- 
not avoid knowing that it has no pretence for censuring his 
conduct as a husband : but previous to his marriage, a man 
of this description has unusual difficulty in obtaining a wife. 

Fathers and brothers, in general, shun his alliance, though 
they would not scruple to bestow a daughter or a sister on a 
man whom they knew to have relaxed principles, and to bo 
onfit to govern himself, provided that they believed him to 
have a heart overflowing so much with the milk of human 
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kindness, that it would be easy for a wife to acquire an abso- 
lute ascendency over him. 

The maxims, at present, received in society, being such, 
that they teach it to let a beam pass in the eye of the hii^sband 
who does wrong, because he is unexercised in self-goTernment, 
sooner than a mote in that of another, who has good inten- 
tions and firm principles, but who exercises, somewhat injudi- 
ciously, his marital authority, — such maxims as these being re- 
ceived in society, it is easy to conceive that a deference for its 
opinion can only serve to embari'ass the man who is, sincerely, 
anxious to govern himself and his wife with enlightened, 
steady wisdom. 

A deference for the opinion of society is not only perplex- 
ing to the husbands who wish, with firmness, yet with a just 
moderation, to exercise the supreme rule in their families^ 
but it also serves, treacherously, as I may say, to blind those 
who would require to be ruled by a discreet wife, from having 
no force in themselves, to resist the passions tempting them 
to swerve from the line of duty. Society, to a certain point, 
winks at, or even encourages the vicious wanderings of the 
men who veer with every wind of passion. But, after having 
indulgently connived at their misconduct, till they, considering 
themselves sanctioned by its opinion, entirely lose the habit of 
self-control, then should they, after having united a woman's 
destiny to theirs, be precipitated, by passions long become un- 
governable, one step further down the rapid steep of vice 
than suits the notions prevailing in society, they find them- 
selves, they scarcely kiiow why, regfarded by it as degenerate 
reprobates unworthy an admission into it. 

This imperious, censorious kind of control which the opi- 
nion of society exercises over husbands, only serves to exaspe- 
rate and humiliate them, for the}' have an instinctive feeling 
which tells them that they ought to find in it a friend and sup- 
port, not an unkind censor. 

In consequence of their displeasure on seeing it unduly 
armed against them, the sentiment of honour, which ought to 
prescribe to them the duty of being generous protectors to 
the woman who has committed herself to their power ; that 
sentiment, their lively seivsibility to which would be theii 



CHAF. XIV.3 BOOK II. 23 

wires' besi worldly security for meeting with, from them, li- 
beral treatment, is enfeebled^ or totally extinguished within 
them. 

Instead of being counselled by their heart, generoisljr to 
support a feeble camfuuiion, they only pity themselves for 
having inadvertently submitted to the degrading thriddom of 
matrimony* 

Once the notion that the marriage state is, for their sex» 
one of unworthy bondage, spreads among the generality of 
men, it tempts them to become immoral, selfish, and despisers 
of women ; rendering, in consequence, the situation of wives 
very deserted and unhappy. 

§ 4. — The relation ^between husband and wife, being tint 
wherein nature designs that the manly and womanly character 
should particularly unite^ in order that the latter may be 
drawn up to a level, at wUeh it shall become a suitable com- 
panion for the former, is also the relation which makes the 
character of men most correspond, or even assimilate its^ 
by its weaknesses, to that of women. It is a relation which, 
while it enriches the heart of men and women with a variety 
of deep and tender feelings^ — with which all persona must 
sympathise, or else be insenaiUe barbarians^ — still oonununi- 
cstes» to both parties, a pronentes to great weaknesses, that 
the systen of society should induce them to soar above. It 
should, howOver, act upon them tenderly ; not to crush in them 
those noUe and d^icate feeUags, that the marriage conaeadon 
is pcopor to in^»ire to them. 

If it slwnld watch, with a kind of parentU eye, over wo- 
men, far the sake of granting to all the noble ai^irationa of 
their heart, — which the least rebpse of the nation to barbae 
rity, wooM tend to Uight,~liill liberty to movnt ; it shouM 
she tactend to husbands tfa^ inds^gence with whidi it contem* 
pbtasthtom. 

HnshsBder-coaAidered, as sach,>-4tfte not, if they havo to 
dsal with an onliglMeaed iocioty, the tyrants of women : they 
an ifanply,— moraUy speaking,— thb partakers at their weak- 
less ; and, if thoy be somewhat stronger, they do not on that 
icooimt, the less demand an indtflgent treatment from society 
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and the public : they hare severer duties to fulfil) to enoomiter 
• whidi they are proportionably weak. 

The wife and mother is freer to yield to the infirmities 
that beset her, than is the husband and father. He is not so 
immersed as she is, in eares that tempt the mind to suffer it- 
self to be engrossed by partial coneems, and to grow blind 
to those universal ones to which the principles of duty corres- 
pond. Owing to his leisure, and the native force of his eha- 
racter, he can more keep his mental vision constantly fixed on 
those great, austere, moral truths, to which he should ever 
conform his practice ; it ther^ore depends on him properly to 
fortify his own mind, as well as to strengthen and enlighten 
that of his wife. Yet, though he sees what he should do, he 
cannot act agreeably to his knowledge, if he be not firmly 
propped by the sentiments of the society around him ; having 
•very powerful feelings, which strongly urge him to dee<send 
to his wife's native level, rather than^try to exalt her tq 
his. 

Still, like our first father, a husband, filled with the feelings 
which that relation conunonly inspires to a wdil intentioned 
man, is obnoxious to being led astray, in spite of his better 
judgment, by the wheedling voice of his wife. He is often 
the more tempted to yield to her, because similar feelinga to 
those which urge her to endeavour to gain a point, by means 
of her infiuence over him, stir within his breast, though, with^ 
out her aid, they would not acquire the ascendant there^ 

A husband, then, greatly requires to have his resolution to 
act up to his judgment fortified by the suflfrage of society. 
However, its voice, though firm, should be gentle, leaving him 
no room to doubt of its emanating from a social corps filled 
with tenderness and respect for women, and thorong^y able 
to appreciate the various feelings which fluctuate in a husband's 
mind. Did it call upon him, sternly, to contradict his wife, 
even where he might have reason on his side, it would prove 
to him that the persons from whom it issued, neither knew 
how, feelingly, to respect women, nor yet those afiections 
which ought to be warm in his breast. He would either, in 
obedience to it, treat his wife with hiimili<iting harshness, which 
would tend to sinking her and her sex beneath their due rank 
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in seeiety ; or else, unable to comply with its dictates, he would 
torn to it a deaf ear, and yield, implicitly, to the wish to con- 
ply with a consort's entreaties. 

In the present state of Europe, this latter consequence i« 
what would, continually, follow any efforts which society might 
make, with unkind obdurateness, to steel a husband's heart 
against a wife's prayers. It never could preserve an imposing 
consistency, in recommending too severe a treatment of wo- 
men. 

Husbands would soon learn, from experience, that, were 
they to hearken to its advice, when it would uige them to 
conduct themselves in their .marital capacity with unpitying 
rigour, the persons from whom such unkind counsels origi- 
nated, would quickly forget having given them, and be among 
the most forward to condemn the husband, and pity the wife. 

But it is not only necessary that society should ever treat 
women with due forbearance and respect, in order to acquire 
over husbands, a useful, evenly operating influence, it must, 
also, prove that it is inclined to manifest, to the latter, a pro- 
per forbearance and respect. It should show them that it has 
the utmost regard for the independence of their marital autho- 
rity, as well as for those sentiments of honour which tell them 
that they will not abuse it, even though they assert a claim to 
be, themselves, the supreme judges of how it becomes them 
to exert iL 

That hau^ty jealousy that husbands, usually, feel, of those 
who dictate to them the line of conduct which they ought to 
pnrsae towards the women of whom marriage has rendered 
them the chiefs, ought not to receive the least offence from so- 
ciety; while yet its opinion shall, directly, determine the pro- 
ceedings of husbands in regard to the conjugal relation. 

The principal object of the persons who sincerely wish to 
mdce marriage,— -with the fewest exception possible, — be ho- 
noured as a respectable and happy state, should be, to render 
the opinion of society, respecting the reciprocal,, conduct be- 
coming husbands and wives, so steady, consistent, and agree- 
able to good order, that the former should be aware of the 
solid advantages which would accrue to them, from paying. 
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themselves, and engaging their wives to do the same, an im- 
plicit deference to it. 

The conjugal relation, is the source, of all the fond domestic 
connexions, and, I may add, of all the charities which warm 
our hearts towards our fellow-creatures. It therefore merits 
to be viewed by us with tendemes, and a species of £lial re- 
verence. 

Nor should the kind, respectful emotions, kindled in us by 
the contemplation of it, have merely an abstract, metaphysi- 
cal bearing. 

They should be directed on human beings, and influenoe 
our conduct towards the persons engaged in the matrimonial 
connexion — as £sr as that connexion is concerned — ^we should 
consideri with deep respect, the virtues which it may call into 
action in them ; we should view, with a kind of filial unwil- 
lingness and regret, the faults into which, in the capacity of 
persons bound In wedlock, they may fall ; and when called on 
to interfere in matrimonial strifes, we should, even though we 
be the friends of one party, impose on ourselves the strict 
obligation to treat both with impartiality, consideration and 
respect. 

If we sig^ — and who, in these enlightened times^ does not 
do so ? —on reflecting on the miserable lot of an amiable wtH 
man, whom marriage has placed in utter dependence on a man 
addicted to some ruinous vice ; our way to diminish to the 
utmost, the number of husbands so lost to every better feeKng, 
as thus cruelly to deceive the woman who had fondly confided 
to them the care of her well being on earth, ia, not outrageously 
to vent our rage against the married man, whom we behold 
helping misery on his wedded partner i but to do what lies is. 
our power to train the youth of the stronger sex to habils of 
self-control and to a practical respect for the laws of virtue.* 

Tis thuathat we shall strike at the root of those dfsoidsra 

9 
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* Such habits, howerer, they never will acquire^ as long as women of 
Hit higlier an#Snore influential clasMS are trained, too much, to look on ple»- 
Muw-as Miof l^giftimatetir the primary oljeot of thtafr ponuit. Toub|^ m«9i 
will, constantly, imitate them in the adoption of the same maxim, and the 
ewnequenee wDl always be, owing to their stronger passions, and their 
greater sense of liberty^ that it will hurry them much further frmn the 
paths of rectitude. 
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whieb so often ioTolve married women in the deplorable con- 
wqnences of a husband's profligacy, withont» at the same time^ 
treating, in the person of a married man, theconjiigal relation 
with disrespect. 

It would not be difficult, I am convinced, to make husbands 
ilmost universally be such, as thoroughly to satisfy every per- 
son of a good understanding and a sound, enlarged way of 
thinking, without holding the dread of the public displeasure, 
like a rod, over their heads, did we but let unmarried men 
see that a pure, irreproachable conduct is what best obtains the 
iq;>probation of society; and did we form the opinions of so- 
ciety to be so enlightened and consistent that husbands must 
respect them, and be aware that, in suffering themselves to ho 
gaided by them, they would best consult their interest as well 
at uphold their dignity. 

When we had thus grounded principles in youths, that 
would prepare them, both to enter the marriage state filled 
with honorable, good resolutions, and to exercise firmnesst in 
persevering in them ; when we had, also, rectified the opinion 
of society, respecting the line of conduct befitting husbands, 
80 that they would neither be set astray nor perplexed by at- 
tempts to conciliate it, then might we cease to animadvert, 
with immoderate severity, on the faults of men detected even 
in very blameable conduct towards their wives, for as few hus- 
bands a^ considering the depravity of human nature could be 
expected, would go materially wrong. 

It would, however, be advisable to place a husband's power 
OTer his wife on such a footing, that it would tend towards 
awakening honorable, generous sentiments in his bi'east, by 
teaching him, deeply, to pity her weakness and dependence : 
tkelqpslator should guard against supporting his conjugal au- 
thority in a mode, that would be likely to tempt him to be- 
conpe unjust and selfish. 

Youths, too, should early be taught to be aware of the er- 
ron which the best intentione^, fondest husbands are too apt 
to commit in the first years of matrimony : they are such as, 
commonly, tend to wither the elegant blossoms of refined hap- 
piness which conjugal affections ought to produce, rather than 
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directly to wound any of the virtues by which they ought to 
be accompanied. 

The want of attention to an elegant refinement of behaviour 
in small matters that coqtinually recur, with which husbands 
may sometimes be justly reproached, is frequently much more 
ruinous to their domestic happiness, and a more considerable 
obstacle to their ruling their families with wisdom, thai^ they 
are aware of. It is often of such a nature as to lessen a wife's 
confidence in them> and to dispirit her from doing her part 
towards rendering the chain that binds them mutually, soft and 
agreeable. The husband, also, is himself sometimes conscious 
of not behaving to her, to whom he is united, with a suf- 
ficiently endearing kindness in trifling concerns, and to prove 
to her that the harshness which he, inadvertently, manifests 
towards her, does . not proceed from his heart, he yields to 
her in points in which he ought, firmly, to require her to be 
guided by him. 

The task incumbent on a husband, vigilantly, to hold him- 
self prepared always to behave to his wife with mildness and 
winning attention, would become a much lighter one than it 
usually is at present, were boys accustomedi from infancy to 
manhood, to the society of equally youthful females ; and ex- 
cited to feel such a wish to please them, as would naturally de- 
velope in their innocent, peaceable bosoms, sentiments of g^al- 
lantry and politeness. The pure feelings, then, which should 
mingle through the affections of husbands, would be in an ha- 
bitual state of vivacity within them, keeping them, on all oc- 
casions, disposed to behave to a consort, with tenderness and 
amiability. 

But the principal means which the leaders of society could 
employ, for facilitating to husbands the discharge of their obli- 
gations, in quality of chiefs, to a wedded partner, would be, 
carefully, to form the dispositions of girls and wives, so that 
women, instead of being tempted to deride and frustrate the 
wise measures of a wedded lord, should be inclined to second 
them, and to laud him for pursuing them. However, as the 
ambition of women, particularly, displays itself by coveting 
distinctions that shall, immediately, surround them with sen- 
sible tokens of pre-eminence, the wiser part of society will 
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try, in vtaUf to withdraw them from the infinence of the l!ght> 
frivoloas minds who urge them to court admiration by an ex- 
hibition of splendour and fashionable taetes, if it have not the 
power of inciting them to merit its approbation, by holding 
oat to them, for well doing, very flattering recompenses. 

No effectual dike can, as I think, be opposed to that torrent 
of immorality which so oflten makes bad husbands, till a useful, 
honorable channel, conunens urate to the ambition of women, 
is opened to receive it. 



CHAPTER XV. 

A SAYAQE PEOFLE REGULATE THE DESTINY OV WOMEK, BV 
PRINCIPLES WUICU, THOUGH THEY SHOULD RECEIVE VERY 
DIFFERENT BEARINGS, SHOULD STILL GUIDE, THOROUGHLY 
ENLIGHTENED MEN IN THEIR TREATMENT OF THEM. 

§ 1. — However a people of savages differs from a truly civi- 
lized nation, I believe, that it is still actuated by feelings 
wherein are inrolved, as in the closely confined bud, those 
principles, relatively to the destination of women which, when 
widely unfolded and applied to practice, constitute the true 
scheme of moral order to which nations^ still as they arrive at 
their appointed degree of perfection, mnst learn to submit. 

The usual principle of savage men, — ^as the accounts of them 
lead me to believe, — b to be kind protectors of women, as far 
as is consistent with the assertion for their sex of an absolute 
and stem supremacy. Their uniform maintenance of the au-- 
thority which they claim for themselves, assures the stability 
of the social corps, conformably to the mode in which they 
choose it to be arranged. 

In fully civilized men, — according to the type of them that 
I contemplate in my mind, — the idea of the protection which 
they owe to women is entirely unfolded, and it determines 
them to lend their fostering aid, to give to their talents and 
moral character the widest developement necessary' for their 
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happineM and theimpfoviement of their virtue. Their views 
respecting the mc4e of snstainiiig their own supremacy, be- 
coine> in conseqaenee, g^atly eitlaiged, tending to render 
them magnanimoas and generoas. Once, however, they have 
attained to settled principles, conceniing the line of conduct 
which the care to maintani dtetr own just supremacy recom- 
mends to their adoption, they steadily pursue it; by these 
means causing the manly character, firmly, to infold the femi- 
nine one, not in order to crush it, but to protect and warm it 
into full expansion. 

Their attention to preserving, over women, their rightful 
supremacy, gives to the social corps which they compose, a 
steady, consistent march, and greatly tends to secure it from 
that untimely dissolution against which states, far advanced in 
civilisation, ought particularly to guard. 

f S. — The affections of savage men rebound, as I think, 
from the weaker sex to their own, in such a manner, that the 
interest nHiich women awaken in them serves to dispose their 
hearts to uniting, in fraternal bandsj and under the same form 
of government, with each other. 

I do not say that such a transfer of affections ought to take 
place in truly civilised men ; for they ought not in anger, wil- 
fully to harden their hearts against women, because they find 
that emotions pleadhig in their favour, stir, naturally, within 
them. However, civilized men ought so far to resemble sa- 
vage ones, that every feeling of a nature to soften their hearts 
in friendship toward:i the female sex, should remind them of 
its being becoming them to make individuals of their own also 
the objects of their social love. By thus, uniformly, perpe- 
tuating, to their own sex, the kindly sentiments with which 
they would view the weaker one, men would learn, truly, 
to respect one another, and to dwell together in peace and 
amity. 

It does not appear to me that the benevolent regard which 
menj in general, have for women, has, to near the extent that 
would be desirable, the good effect of inducing them to dwell 
together in brotherly love. 

It is easy, indeed, to perceive that their hearts are strongly 
excited by nature, to endeavour to transfer, to men, the into- 
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aatamduned in. thorn by w4Miieii. Howorer, as they ore oon« 
sciofs that it becomea. a manly cfaaraeter to hearken to bia 
Iwart when it pleada the. cause of the feeble aex, they allow) 
their indolgent feeUngs towards it to take> in such an mta<' 
tored nuumer) the ascendant within them> that they do not 
gJTe riae to near enongh of practical concern for their own 



One man, on the slightest proTocation, real or imaginary^ 
attacks his countryman with as unmitigated a fury, as if they- 
were essentially enemies, and that nature had taken no pains 
to teften them to one another, by instructing th^m in the daty 
of extending to companions of their own sex, that forbearance, 
and respect which she teUs them that they ought to manifest 
towards women. 

The dealings of men with each other, seems to me to hare 
too great a leaning towards that totally disorganised state, 
more than barbarons, which would characterise the situation 
of sarages, owing to each individual among them being hos* 
tily inclined towards every person of his sex, were it not for 
the prorision made by nature to prevent this evil, in ordaining > 
tibat the interest excited in men by women, shall give, to their 
pride, an alarm of such a tendency, as to determine them to 
adhere, in Mendship, to individuals of their own sex. 

Men, at present, appear to me too apt to confound ,a dis* 
oiganising spirit, prompting them to take interest in women, 
and to feel but little for other men, with a generous diiposi- 
tion rather to protect the feeble sex, than the strong. Thns» 
for instance, a father sometimes manifests a determination to 
promote the welfare of his daughters, rather than that of his 
sooa, for no other reason but because the former know better 
bow to soothe and comfort him, by their tender attentiona.. 
He thinks that in thus preferring the weal of the opposite 
sex, to that of his own, he shows himself naagnaniraons and . 
generous. Yet is he sadly mistaken. If the sons fulfil the 
part assigned to them in the world, as well as the daughters, 
though they have it not in their power to be equally a per- 
sonal consolation to their father, the latter, in growing mora 
indiiferent Uf their welfare than to that of their sisters, only 
proves himself to be so sunk in selfishness, as to be, in his 
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paternal capacity, too little alive to that moral feeliag, ^diich 
serves for the first cement of national governments, by pre« 
paring the hearts of men to adhere together, and form a social 
corps.* 

§ 3.^— The opinion of the paUic relatively to the situation 
which women are proper to fill, is, in barbarous nations, en- 
tirely formed by men, and it is. they, also, who steadily main- 
tain, in the social corps, institutions in harmony with their 
principles concerning the female sex. 

In the present state of civilised countries, it is otherwise. 

Women, indeed, adopt the general notions of men res- 
pecting the proper destination of their sex; but in the details 
of their practice, they often wrestle against the restraints im- 
posed on them by those notions, and encourage the females of 
their society to do the same. 

The workings, in them, of this spirit of insubordination, 
combined with the belief that men do perfectly right to keep . 
in their own hands the management of what they consider im- 

* I may here, perhaps, be aceuaed of abandoning the cauie of my own 
•SIC to beeome an adrocate of that combination together of men, by wblcb-. 
far more than by their^ euperior, Sndividmd force of mind or fnmey4htj 
hare, in uncivilized states, constantly succeeded in sinking the female sex 
Into an alject state of helplessness. It may be said, that so few are the 
&thers who do not, in the measures that they devise for the advantage of 
their children, manifest that they have the welfare of their sons much mors 
at heart than that of their daughters, that it is not Worth while to make 
those^ who form rare ezoeptions to this rul«s the particular oljects of anlF- 
madversion. 

To ihete remarks my answer is, that I am wdl aware that barbaroua 
men gmatly prefer the welfiurs of their own sex to that of the other, and 
that all men are inclined to relapae into barbarity, where the attempts to 
improve the condition of women proceed on so felse a principle, that they 
lead to disoiganiaing results. As I think that attempU of this kind, too 
commonly, do at present. 

My olject Is to point out what is wrong in the views of those men, be 
they many or few, who are guided in their conduct by a particular tendcr- 
nem for women, in general, or those of their own family, in particular. 

I do not think it neoeesary, to expose the hardships to which women mny 
be often still sul^ected, by the partiality of men to their own sex ; since aU 
enlightened people agree in considering, that the happiness of wmnen and tho 
elevation of their character ought, as much as is consistent with a gtooA 
practical scheme of social order, to be attended to by men. To promote^ 
then, tlie execution of so liberal a design, all that seems to me necessary Is^ 
to point out the errors committed by those who mean to be singularly kind 
to the female sex, and which are of such anatureas to determine many mea 
to treat it with rigour, from believing that it already occupies a mors ad- 
vantageous position than would be alloted to It, by a thoroughly wise, well 
organized system of national laws and customs. 
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perUnt affiurs, is what has, by degrees, led to their permit- 
ting such an unreasonably large portion of their time and 
thoughts, to be eag^ssed by the pursuit of pleasure. With 
such an unwarrantable eagerness do they study the means of 
cooTeirting the world into a scene of brilliant enjoyments, that 
it seems as if nature had designed them for tempters, that 
should, if men were not on their g^ard, render abortive their 
projects to establish, on earth, the reign of good order, by 
troabling them in the requisite, serious occupations, rather than 
intended them for the principal agents to put the orderly prin- 
ciple so rigorously in activity, that it would have power to 
restrain the aspiring one from causing, in the conduct of men, 
anv aberrations from the laws of virtue. 

And yet, I am convinced that, were a noble liberty of action 
freely accorded to women, while at the same time every path 
by which it might lead them astray were judiciously closed, 
their ambition would soon turn so completely on the project 
of teaching the moral world, steadily, to revolve in an orbit 
conionant to nature's type of national perfection, that the 
daim which I make for them, in asserting that mankind can- 
not be reduced, properly, into obedience to the orderly prin* 
ciple, unless woman be thoroughly elevated to the rank of 
Bum's companion, would be universally acknowledged to be 
w^toufided* 

Women, were their character thus elevated, could be charg- 
ed with the care of making every kindly feeling which they 
would know how to excite in the breast of men, reverberate in 
a manner to attach the latter more strongly to their own sex. 
They would readily perceive how much they would B/dt with 
dignity, and consult their true interests, in making their influ- 
ence and attractions serve to place men, in their relations with 
each other, nnder the steady control of a warm sentiment of 
brothariiy love. 

They would find that their surest way to prevent the spirit 
of Aiitoal association from again taking possession of men, 
ia a ibrm hostile to the weaker sex, would be for themselves 
to aid its developement, and encourage it to exercise itself in 
a manner tending to fortify a respectable, happy system, of 
society4 

vol- III. c 
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§ 4* — 60 limited in Barbarians ai« the operations of the 
ipirit of asfoeiation, that it only unites, together, a ^mall 
tribe, permitting it to view, with most saagainary feelings 
of animosity, the men belonging to every other. But i| 
would extend its benign effects to each of the mnlti&rioui 
relations which put in contact together, individuals of the 
stronger sex, were ail the latent, generous feelings that 
tpeak to men's heart in fiivour of women, completely unfolded 
in their practice. As long as women are only permitted to 
exert the ambitious energy of their minds, in endeavouring to 
add new attractions to the routes of pleasure, men will treat 
them with indulgent tenderness, without feeling, on that ac- 
count, any kindly emotions relatively to their own sex. They 
will see no rivulshlp established between it and the female one 
of a nature to inspire them with a dread that, if they do not 
closely adhere together and encourage each ether in the exhi- 
bition of talents aad virtues, they may lose their superiority. 
But once they learn to respect women as beiags in whom the 
aspiring prioc^le is fully unfolded, while it is still kept la 
strict subordination to virtue and good order, thep will their 
spirit of association with their own sex awaken and so widely 
expand, that it will comprehend, within its aanple fold» ev^ery 
man of every country. Constantly will they feel anxious to 
cause that all individuals, as well as classes of their own sex, 
shall be treated with kindness, and that due allowance shall be 
made for their ftilings. 

Wherever they hear of a man who has acted nobly, or dis- 
played, in a good cause, talents in any part of the world, they 
will be wanned, with abecomiog sensation of proud satisfiie- 
tion. 

§ 5.<— When the character of women is raised to thehigliest 
degree of respectability, men will not feel near the tempta- 
tion, that they do at [^present, to become, — ^in spite of their 
better judgment^— the slaves of their attractions. 

It is not by the wish to please women whose character th^ 
admire, to the point of seeking, in their wider sphere, to 
emulate it, that men are tempted to disregard the dictates of 
their reason. 'Tis the desire to be happy, with charmers to 
whom it would be superfluous to speak the language of ran- 
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looy-^nce tbey woald not undentand, or, at least, relish 
it, — that induees men to impose silence on that noblest faculty 
of their raindy and to suffer themselves to be dragg^ into 
foUjr ctf Tice, by fur, seducing companions. Rarely do they 
allow mmtiona], noble minded woman, to influence them, by 
her persuasions, to any particular line of conduct. She must 
first convince their unbiassed reason that they would act wisely 
in nuJctng choice of it ; for it is to their reason that they 
slone pay deference. The influence of such a woman over 
them, only extends, — and she does not wish it to go further,-^ 
to keeping noUe sentiments awake in their hearts, and to ren- 
dering their reason vigilant to clothe them in a form in which 
they may, advantageously formankind, society, and themselves, 
exhibit them in th^eir practice^ 



CHAPTER XVL 

UlMPAlUSOtr Ot TIUS PRESBNt SITUATION OP WiVfiS, WlTtt 
THAT WHICH THEY FILLED AMONO THB JEWISH PATRt- 
ABCHS, DBSIONED TO SHOW THAT IT IS FAR MORE llfADB- 
QUATK TO THB ORATIFICATIOK OF THBIR NATURAL AMBI- 
TtON. 

I have already sought to convince my readers that, though 
lavage nations mig^thave acted congruously to the system of 
social olrder under whidKthey wished to be ranged, in resign- 
ing Women, bound, as I may say, hand and fbot, into tiie power 
of Aeir husbands, yet that this measure, still in force, intro- 
duces into the nation many evils, utterly inconsistent wit^iany 
regalaracheme of social order, now that the benevolent senti^ 
ments of men towards women have produced an entire change 
in their situation, and ^ven to their character great influence 
ia the Ibmaation of national morals and customs. 

if owever, -the reader may be dissatisfied at my havingdrawH 

G 2 
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my oonclosioos, from a comparison of our actual national stal« 
M'ith that of the savages who utterly enslare and depretti wo- 
men. That is a state, may he say, into whioh no one wishes 
our country to fall, and it is one entirely repugnant to our na« 
tional character, since our earliest records assure us of women 
haying been .then, as they have been ever since, loved and res- 
pected here. What we wish, he will, perhaps, add, is to engage 
society to return to the mode of existence, — ^which, though it 
might be fraught with some mcon veniences, was fiir preferable to 
that flood of dissipation and corruption, which now overflows the 
fashionable world, — ^wheu wives were, indeed, in the power of 
t^eir husbands ; but when the latter were so formed, by edu- 
cation and prevailing opinions, that they, very rarely, proved 
themselves unworthy of the trust reposed in them, by the 
parents who bestowed on them their daughters : and when wo- 
men, convinced that they could never render themselves more 
happy nor useful than by devoting ail their cares to spreading 
felicity, and supporting religion and virtue in their domestic 
circle, were perfectly satisfied not to be known beyond it. 

Forestalling these remarks, I shall, in this chapter, under- 
take to show that women's situation, owing to a great change 
in the mechanical structure of social life, is now very different 
from what it was at the time when those who were well ac- 
quainted with the natural constitution of their minds, might 
reasonably expect that many of them, feeling, deeply, the im- 
portance and charms of a wife and mother's duties, would, 
willingly, confine their whole existence to the discharge of 
them. 

I must begin my disquisition on this subject, by the atate- 
ment of a few preliminary propositions. 

The men who, while they deeply respect the type which 
.offers itself tq their minds of the female character, still believe 
4hat women ought to seclude themselves in their families, c<m- 
sider them exclusively, in reference to this world, as men's 
helpmates and companions. 

They think that amiable, well conducted women may be an 
unspeakable consolation and assistance to their husbands, as 
long as they confine themselves to the care of wisely adminis- 
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terii^ the govemmont of his house. But that, should they 
hare the temerity to seek to moye in a wider sphere, they 
would only expose themselves to contempt by stepping out of 
their place ; while their conduct would have no other -effect for 
a husband, than that of embairrassing and humiliating him* 

Women, however, in countries where they are not abjectly 
cnsIaTed, have a degree of personal ambition, which prompts 
them, when they bound their views to being valuable compa- 
nions to a husband, to be desirous that there should be a cer- 
tain proportion between his occupations and theirs. -They do 
not require to be treated by him or the public as though thley 
filled an equally high station : they acknowledge his supre- 
auiey ; but they still feel that, though he does right in appro- 
priating to himself the first, the most distinguished employ- 
Bents, his companion ought to have such, as that her right 
folfilment of them shall do both him and herself honour, by 
aaktng her value widely conspicuous. 

Having premised thus much, I shall now proceed to examine 
whether the duty usually prescribed to a wife, to superintend 
her husbands domestic affairs, suffices to establish that propor- 
tion between his employments and hers, the existence of which 
is agreeable to female ambition. 

In order the better to convince the reader that that propor- 
tioB no longer subsists, I shall here transcribe the description, 
that we find in the Old Testament, of an exemplary woman. 

Iliongh it relates to times and a country far removed from 
cms, yet, as I have often heard the study of it recommended 
to giib, and that I diink diat I can perceive that the men who, 
iHule they honour and respect women, stiU wish them to re- 
main hidden in their families, have formed to themselves an 
image of the beau ideal of social morals very much resembling 
thoae which appear actually to have prevuled among the Jewish 
patriarchs, I conclude that I can, with the fullest propriety, 
insert that description here :^ 

" Who can find a virtuous wonuia ? for her price is far above 
mbies* 



• I confiiM mytelf to those parts of It ivbich arc in opposition tvith the 
rnsoit Bcehanlam of society. 
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** She toekelh wool aod flax, and workelk willingly with hor 
kandi. 

** She is liko the morobant's ships, she bringeth her food 
fimii afiur* 

** She lisethi also, while it is yet night, and gireth meat to 
her hoosebold, . and a portion to her maidens. 

'< She considereth a field and buyeth it ; with the fruit' of 
her hands she planteth a yineyard. 

^She girdeth her loins with straigth^ and strengtheneth 
her arms. 

** She peroeiTeth that her merchandise is good, her ooodle 
goeth not out by night. 

** She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold 
the distaff. 

*^ She is not afraid of the snow for her household : for all 
her honsdhold are clothed with sisadet. 

^ She maketh herself coverings ai tapestry : her dething is 
silk and purple* 

«Iier husband is known in the gates; when he sitteth 
among the elden of the land* 

<< She maketh fine linen, and selleth it ; and deliTereth gir- 
Aes unto the merchants. 

. ** She looketh well to the ways of her household : and eat- 
0th not the bread <tf idleness. 

^ Oire her of the fruit of her hands ; and let her own works 
pvaiee her in the gates." 

Sinee among the Jews such a vast scope was • given to the 
duties of the mistress of a large establishmont ; and since her 
husband had litde to do hot to sit among the eldera' of the 
land» judging the canses which occurred among a small, ob- 
semre pec^le, ita^iears ^that by a diligent dischatge of the 
fimetions assigned to her, she could gain very near as much 
honour, in the eyes ai the public, as he could do by the wis- 
dom and integrity of his decisions* 

It would be superfluous for me to try to determine the date 
at which the office of a mistress of a house began to be cir- 
cumscribed within very narrow bounds ; I shall therefore pro- 
ceed, at once, to remark that at present, owing to the perfec- 
tion to which the manual arts have been carriedi housekeeping 



_ 
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pwnenti to m woman Utllo meMM of obiauriai^ distiiiotioiiB ia 
the world, or even of making henelf honoured by her hue* 
fcmd and children. I do not wish lo nnderraie the eavee to 
which ahe atill onght to attend. By a wite administration of 
hcrhoime^ ahe may certainly do much towards estahUshing 
in it pence, comfort, and good order, as well as pmdendy 
cso m w tti cal regulations* 

But this, I thmk, I may tay, that her task is so obscnre H«t 
Ao^i^ from the disorder and expens e which ensues her hns^ 
band and children may perceive when she folfils it bafiy, they 
tcarsely notioo her peffonnance of it» when it is skilftiUy ei^ 
eented. 

Very rarely has riie to snperintend a complical»ed, important 
work, which requires the combination of many hands* And 
when« peichance, she assembles die members of her family for 
the acoontplishment of such a work» they are so ntiaeeostomed 
to being thus colleeled liy her, that, instead of respecting her 
as tlw chief presiding over their common undertaking, they 
leek upon her as the cause of great disturbance and* conlusien 
among them, so long as she. does not permit them to be diet* 
pcffsed aa usually* 

She would, justly, be considered as a tyrant, did the oUige 
hsv maid serrants to rise, during the night) to ply the dhtail 
or work at any thing a merehant could supply her with on 
nhaapor terms, than those on wUch she could Mnicate it. 

She has vei^ little employment for her daughters^ in the 
dis lri h i lon of woxii to her hOuiehold» if she do not wish to 
st l iga Asm to attend' to menial' occupations. 

If ah« hm9e a good method and weM trttined- sennmts^ two 
benrs eudi day are^ usually, all she need devote to her house 
uiminiBlralieu. Where she giv«B up more of her tune to i^ 
sheia Udble ti^i^airy hev servants and put them astray, by ink 
tsmseddling with details-which they know better than she doek 
how to exBoute. 

Basing so much leieus^, she passes^ along with her daugh- 
tan, nmsli of her thno in^ her saloon; ready to receive com^ 
pauy. According to the good old custom, they often handle 
the uuadlo. But> alas I tiie needle, this becoming instrument 
hi a laAy'e fingenh- how is it dioni of its honorr I How h^^ 
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•re the briUumt and ntefiil works wkidi it can now prodnoe, 
in <30Hi|Murieon of what it onoe could effect ! 

It is tme» that there still remain for it yalnable labours, bnt 
they are mostly snch that, though the neglect of them woidd 
be unpardonable, we are not allowed to produce them or talk 
of thein in company. The needle work which we are per- 
mitted to do in it, consists, mostly, in ball dresses for the 
young ladies, in embroidered trimmings, and ia numberless 
little, ingenious, though useless ornaments. 

^ this may be very well, but it will, surely, be oonoeded 
tome, that these are bnt very friFoloos, unsatiiiAetory em- 
ployments, in comparison of those which, in former ages, used 
to giro occupation to the ladies ; when, sitting in their draw- 
ing-room and entertaining their company, they wrought, assi- 
duously^ to make a rich, tasteful carpet, a suit of tapestry, or 
some other tedious piece of needle work, destined to render 
the household furniture more costly and yenerable. 

These prooft of the industry and taste of their female an- 
cestors, were valued as heir-looms, by the families who poa- 
sewed them, and handed carefully down from generation to 
generation. 

Persons, of all ages, were proud of showing them, and of 
naming the respectable matrons whose compoeition they were. 
Aespectable, they were considered, even on no other proof than 
the inspection of their works, for it was believed that that 
woman must have had a calm, sedate, well chastened mind, 
whose patienoe and ambition had indueed her to oonsecmte 
whole years to the task of soberly embellishing her house, 
and of leaving, to her posterity, a valuable tofcen of her in- 
dustry* 

Nor, do I believe, that this favourable prepossession was often 
eiToneons ; I am convinced that women are much more likriy 
$jo deserve esteem, for their modesty and good sense, when 
their occupations are thus grave and laborious, than they are 
when they have nothing to do but lightly to embnnder, for 
themselves or their children, some dress that would, perhsfie, 
look better were it simple and unornamented. 

. However, it is not women s fault if they no longer apply to 
the substantial works above-mentioned. The beautiful menu- 
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fiMlDMB, by whidi eveiy fori of carpet or hanging, wanted in 
a houaey is so cke^^ly tnpplied, hare rendered superfluons the 
]»odoelions of that kind which the needle could accomplivb. 
Sfreely do women bow work or knk in oompattyy from any 
other aiotiTe, than jott to have an arontingy gmoefol oceapa- 
tion. 

To mm op ally I do not think that> in coontriei where wo- 
men are treated with UWalitVy as they are in weetem Eu* 
rope, it would be poasible to have their stations, as wives and 
honsekeepers, more dwindle, from the force of circwmstancesy 
into ioaigntficant ones, than they hare already done. 

WiTOS, in their relation with their husbands, have been 
sometimea eompaxed to yines, supported by lofty, majestic 



Though this comparison fails in denoting that wives may, in 
their turn, be an invaluable support to a wedded lord, it, in 
other respects, is a beautiful and just figure, flattering to both 
parties. It depicts the wife as greatly embellishing her hus- 
band's existence ; as being no oppressive burden to him ; as 
not lun^ng on him in a manner to eschanst the nonrishmeat 
drawn by him fiiom the bowels of the earth, where she inds- 
pcndentf y seeks, also, for hers. 

Bat at present, instead of wives filling the sitnatioB of vines, 
taught to elevate themselves on high, by clinging to a firmer 
plant, we seem wananted in comparing them, as well as their 
dangkterSf to mtsletoes that prey on the vitals of an oak, so 
completely are they forced, at least in genteel life, to remain 
h^iess weighta on a husband and fother, and to suffer his un- 
amieted exertions to sustain all the females of his fomily. 

If it be asserted that what is taken away from women's eon-* 
lequenoe, on the one hand, by the progress of trade and ra»« 
smfiKtnres, is restored to them on the other, by their admis- 
stoB to work at the various trades ; I answer that the employ- 
aeat of them by a mannfaeturer does not compensate the de- 
rogation from their former dignity, which, as mistresses of 
houses they have suffered, fh>m their being, in that capacity, 
rendered more useless. 

'Tie particularly in the quality of wives, that women are 
raised, as men's companions, into a participation of their rank 
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amd matiiortty, so that wluttever leneni (heir dignity in tkat 
K wp oc ty nratt, eventimllf , diminiBli the oensMjiieiiee of the 
whole MX. 

The employm^it given to wmfaronran does net oww e ta 
tkoeedaMet, the idhienoe ol wheee example eactendethroagfa 
all rankg. 

Bat even in the ranks in which women are not abote work- 
iag for thmr livelihood, I do not believe thnt tlw emplo jiMc nt 
of them in the labonrs of maanfoemres tends, gratify to make 
them more respected as os^l beings. It is not by weigUag^ 
exactly, the prodactiens of their niaanal toil, tibat we leara to 
i^preciate women^s worth ; the frnlts of their laboar are mich 
inferior in quantity, and oft^i in quality to those of the in- 
dustry of men. It is by being sensible that their soft, win- 
ning arts lighten the rigour of their tasks to their fellow- 
.labourers ; by peroeiving that they know how to make every 
care in which they participate, for the prosperity of the werM^ 
redound to its true happiness. But the moral advantages, which 
might be derived, from the association of women to the cares 
of meuj are usually null in a manufactory ; since the walking 
p a r s o ns are» commonly, only valued in it as iastmmeats, nsare 
or less useful, in proportion to the laiMnrious operatioas whkh 
they aiiB it to execute. 

However, it may be observed that, if women's pr^er de- 
paitoieat is, by degrees, become a vely limited one, their minds 
rseeive- notwithstanding, or rather en this very aecouat» a^al- 
tivation that rmiders them rich in elevated, degant sentimflnta» 
. It^is not,. indeed, in general, rscomm^nded to them deeplf 
to interest themselves in poUtioal discussions^ Iwt still their 
edaeatien is* adapted to the purpose of imbuing them with 
ovary grand, upright principle, with which the statesman's mind 
ei^jht to be filled. 

The utmost pains are thus taken to give them a high sense 
of thmr own dignity, by teaching them to know the vast com- 
passaad a^iriag nature of their mind» 

Pains are^ indeed, taken to give women a hin^ ofrinion oC 
themselves, and to make them feel that, when they are pro- 
lieriy saf^rtedby asen, they can become companioBs to them* 
deserving of honour and high 



They iiire^ ia eonteqiidiioi, enceurag^ t# furm auN^e iofty 
preteoMons than ever, at the very time wlien meet of the 
hoosdiold^oecapattons which once made them feel their dig* 
nitf and iitility» are takea from them. 

The channels in whieh goad order would ^lare their aoa* 
hition to flow, are gieatly narrowed and filled up, at the tame 
time that the riaioea are opened whioh» in Iom eiviliaed ||bm% 
baned its free earrent. 

This injudicious managemmit^ hy allowing it to rush forth 
in aa uahridled torrent, while small is the channel prepared 
fiir its reception, must tend to the devastation of the esta- 
blished system of social order. 



CHAPTER XVII. 



A SURVEY OF THE SITUATION OP MEN, AS COMPARED 

TO THAT OF WOMEN. 

We shall the better pereeive the disisrepiuiey' Aat existe at 
present, between the pretcttsloiis of women and their sltua^n, 
iHien we take a view of the principles whidi detefttiine Ifttf 
dalles of nefl. 

it may, I think; be justly said that, in proportion ss the pMM 
giem of maoufoetures and i|leohatficsl iUTentions nswowed the 
demesne of women's occupations, that of the cares of men be* 
flsmemore extensive ; their deyelopemeflt of Ae prlnciideiron 
aWeh a good national goTcmment should he organised hatiay 
faptplKe withthc^ disooTeries in the mechanical seisiiesn 
Owfn^ to tk^ iflTestigal^on of these principles, they hare 
snsrtaiJiied ; 

llttf'iifen'thoreughly penetrated with a sens^ of their datleu 
ilkfldd'be aequmnted with, and constantly keep in* view, the 
jomt interests of all their fellow-cttisens, as well aa those of 
Ae world at large, and of posterity ; 

That to attend) judidottslyi to such iinniehse considefAtiions, 
fhey should know how to interrogate experience, by rendering 



44 900K If. [part III. — 

tiienuelros yeried in the history of remote ages, tfnd of tliieir 
own, AS well as foreign countries ; 

That they should watch, with a yigilant eye„ the muDeroas 
and complicated wheels of government, to distinguish, accu- 
rately, the direction given to them ; 

That, in order to qualify themselves to superintend its 
march, they must profoundly study the perplexing system of 
finance, and the theory of the political sciences. 

Few ar6 the men, it may be] said, possessed of such deep, 
extensive knowledge. That may be ; but there are very many 
whose mental views are just as wide and Ic^ty, as if they did 
possess it ; and whose self-love -fills up the whole extent of 
the scene that they contemplate ; making them take pride in 
considering the entire world as a theatre, on which they are 
invited, by the impartial laws of their country, to endeavour 
to act a conspicuous part. 

Men who have chosen a liberal profession, — as most of those 
in the higher walk of life have done, when they have chosen 
any, — ^are led, by their ambition, to eye, continually, the lofty 
eminence, that raises the persons who shine at the head of the 
profession pursued by them, to universal renown. 

To that height they look as the only one that would satisfy 
them ; and, proud of their own greatness, for being qualified 
to aim at such a glorious mark, they behold with scorn, — nor 
can they da otherwise, — the fair on^s, all whose thoughts and 
employments result from the hope to be splendidly attired the 
next gala day.* 

They are, commonly, too polite to say so ; nay, they often 
appear, compliusantly, to take great interest in a female friend's 
choice of a ribbon or arrangement of a feather ; but they can* 
not, by the utmost stretch of an amiable condescension, pre- 
vent the fair from perceiving that their ambition kens a point 
infinitely more lofty than the one which theirs surveys. 

This conviction does not, indeed, usually cause any pain to 
women^ but it kills in them the hope of being raised, by the 



* I have mentioned, in the ice end port, that Frenchnwo, es it anwan to 

me, succeed leea hi^pily than the British and Irish ones, in concealing, from 
the fair, the scorn with which they contemplate them, as beings immeaaur- 
ably their inferiors. 
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oecnpations aisigned to tbem, to the rank of men*t oorapaniont ; 
Mid it fostera in them the ambition to maintain, in spite of the 
pride of men, a boundless empire over them, by dint of wheed- 
ling attractions. 

Even after that the ambition to dazzle the world by the dis- 
play of towering talents, has been, owing to repeated morti- 
fications and disappointments, extinguished in men's breast, 
they do not, on that account, place women more in the light of 
companions, rendered nearly their equals by having business 
to occupy their thoughts, of almost the same importance 
ss theirs. Still they commonly take a lively interest in the 
affairs of the nation and choose them for their principal 
topic of conversation ; nor do they speak of theiki as mere 
passive observers ; it is constantly tacitly understood, that it is 
their proper business to have an opinion on them, and to judge 
the men who conduct them, while it is not that of women. 

Some learned men withdraw their thoughts from all publio 
sffiurs, to devote themselves solely, to the investigation of one 
particular science. But not the less do they consider them- 
lelves mounted on an elevation whence women appear far be- 
neath them, since their object is to explore truths, the disco- 
very of which would benefit all mankind and entitle them to 
universal gratitude. 

The natural result of the present mode of distributing ocea- 
pstions to each of the sexes, is, to fire men with a boundless 
ambition, so that even where they have but an ordinary caj^ 
city they shall long to perform great actions in the sight of the 
world, and despise themselves in some sort, if they cannot 
accomplish them ; and to engage women, to whom it gives no 
sphere of exertion, not to pride themselves, at all, on the na- 
ture of their actions or occupations, but to let all their ambi* 
tion d^enerate into a vain hope to be admired for their perso- 
nal attractions. 

It is true, that men and women now associate so amicably 
together, and there is such a soft sympathy between them, 
that the wish for equal companionship, rising in the breast of 
both, does not fail, greatly, to assimilate their characters. 

A remarkable importance is, accordingly, given to those ac- 
complishments, the culture of which is acknowledged to ap- 
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pertain to the province of botli sexes* In consequence, an de- 
gant acquaintance with literature and a refined taste for some 
df the fine arts, if not a practical knowledge of them, is con- 
sidered almost essential to all persons, indiscriminately, of a 
distinguished education. 

These tastes and accomplishments, certainly, afford to those 
who know how to enjoy them, a pure, blameless spedes of 
happiness. However, literature and the fine arts, to appear 
respectable, should not seem to take the place of those more 
solid, though less showy branches of practical science or indus- 
try, which have in view to produce results more dbrioasly 
tending to advance the weal of a &mily or a nation. 

When women are taught, exclusively, those accomplish- 
ments which render them a brilliant society in a drawing- 
room, and to which we cannot much attend, unless possessed of 
more ease and leisure than fall to the lot of many, they do not 
leioYi how to be men's grave, useful, companions, but are ra- 
ther fitted to be the light, seductive objects, proper to inflame 
their passions. 

'Tis fiilling in too much with the bent of the propensities 
that excite them to be frivolous, and to study the attractions 
that may render them charming, thus to give them accom- 
plishments which may delight the husband to whom prospe- 
perous fortune affords much leisure, without accustoming them 
to the employments, that might render them useful to one who 
had a harder fate to struggle with. 

What makes it more particularly desirable that they should 
have such employments, is, that even the prosperous husband, 
no wise in want of being assisted by their talents or industry 
would still respect them the more, when he saw them habi- 
tuat<jd to occupations generally useful, and calculated to prove 
them governed by a sedate, well ordered mind. 

So little is it left in a wife's power to be a usefully employed 
companion to her husband, that she seems destined to be either 
his mistress* or servant. His mistress, in as &* as she reigns 
over him by her blandishments and polished taste ; his ser- 
vant, when she applies to regulating his house. As she is not 



* Wbmewr I in* this wMrd, !l i« iu mi h&norM^. arrepuiticfi. 
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loipeDed to it by aay liope <tf being bonored or praised for her 
ejEertknis ; and ae she, nsiiallyy baa little to do, onleM ^e enter 
tnto flMTvile deCaila» abe appears, when she attends mneh tQ 
bouekseping, in die light of a serrant employed by h^r hut* 
bead to eondnot his domestic affiurs. . 



CHAPTER XVIII. 



EXAMINATION OF THE SITUATION OP WOMEN IN THE 
ANCIENT ROMAN REPUBLIC, AS COMPARED WITH 
WHAT IT IS AMONG Ua 

The better to elucidate my opinion, respecting the remark^ 
able d^^ee of iasignificanoe to which women are reduced at 
present, let me invite the reader to cast a slight glance, on the 
Kloation of mistresses of families among the Romans, in the 
ssriy times of the nation, when the principles on which its 
prosperity was fbanded •were still in vigonr. 

The inatitntioas of the Romans, to ensure the subordination 
of wiyea, were very severe. They were, absolutely inn bus*' 
bsnd s power, and he was required to keep them in entire ig* 
Roraaee of what passed in the assemblies, at which, conjointly 
with his fellow««itiiens, he deliberated on the important in<« 
iatesests of his country. 

Jsdging from these fiicts, we might suppose, that among 
Ibe Romans, women were far less respected, and treated with 
oneh less tenderness, than they are at present. 

HoweTor, a scmpnlons inquiry into the manners of the aa« 
cient Romans leads ns, I tliink, to conclude that it was their 
idsas of necessity, and not a wish to depredate women, which 
detannined them to hold them in such sabjeotion. The oon- 
■tttation of their government, nay, the care of their existence, 
required them to bend all their thoughts to war and conquest. 
It waa essential to them, then, not to be disturbed by dimies- 
tie broils, and not to commit their state secrets to female im- 
pradenee. To seenre to the few wheels of the simple machine 
of their goremment an nnclogged and vigorous motion, they 
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took every preoautton to oblige women to look up to their 
husbands with awe-struck deference. But thait, notwithstaad- 
ing, they had not any wish to reduce them into the situation of 
timorous slaves, is, I' think, amply proved by the aecounts 
transmitted to us of their treatment of them. A very higli 
sense of honour seems to have been kindled among them, and 
to it they trusted for preventing a husband from using his 
wife tyrannically. 'Though they, apparently, kept silence aa 
to the restraint which they thus imposed on his passions, be- 
lieving that they woold act, imprudently, in speaking of it» 
their history seems to me to leave no room to doubt, that, dur- 
ing some centuries, it was, tacitly, understood that any man 
who would use his wife ill, would be viewed with universal 
indigfoation, as a disgrace to the Roman citizens. 

The Romans seem to have been desirous to nuse women, in 
the quality of men's companions, to the highest rank possible. 
After having made it men's duty to place themselves on the lof- 
tiest eminence of what they considered moral excellence, fturfrom 
frowning on the audacity of those women who -had resolutioa 
to mount to a similar elevation, to station themselves by the 
side of a husband or son, they hailed and applauded them, with a 
hope of engaging otheni of their sex to imitate their example. 
• If they despised women, it was because so few wives had 
sufficient grandeur of soul to emulate an heroic husband's ac- 
tions. Convinced, as they were, that the only way to commu- 
nicate, to women, lofty sentiments, is, to engage men by dietr 
edneatioli and the circumstances environing them, to mako 
such sentiments the law of their conduct, and then to leave it 
in women's power to prove themselves, if they have a suita* 
Ue ambition, companions worthy them, they could not but 
think that the softer sex must be, generally, condemned by 
nature to be under the empire of frivolous passions, whea 
they saw so many men sublimely devoted to their country, 
while their wives passed their time in dress, chat, and cluldisk 
competition with each other. 

Yet, if ever the national adoption of the system whose de- 
sign is, simply, to form men's character, and to leave it to 
their domestic cares to fashion tbat of women, till they hanre 
become suitable companions for them, could succeed in gene- 
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rally raking' the mtDd of women to the level of that of men, it 
woold have done so among the Romans. 

In the fint ages of Rome, the thoughts of the men were 
nsoaUyy tnmed to some specific war ; not to a distant one, the 
resolt oi which might appear to individuals, resting at home, 
to affect them little^ otherwise than as committing the safety 
of the friends whom they had engaged in it. It was a war at 
their gates, one that exposed them to immediate ruin, if they 
were not victorious. 

In such moments, they had neither the will nor power 
to binder women from occupying themselves with public af* 
ftira. 

Nor were women sensible to any jealous, irritating modifi- 
cation on account of their inferiority to men. Gladly did they 
see themselves under the protection of the stronger sex, and 
esgerly did they proffer vows for their success. All hearts 
sympathised together; the ardent enthusiasm, so often the 
casie of the brilliant successes of the Romans, was general, 
and at times produced, on the part of the women, such gkH 
rieos actions as proved the individuals who performed them, 
well deserving to be viewed as companions by patriotic heros* 

Even when an interval of peace gave some respite to the 
warlike toils of the Romans, the principal cares of the men 
were still sach as that the women anxiously participated in 
them. 

They related to the disputes between the Patricians and the 
Plebmsns, and in these we may be sure that attachment to the 
difltioctions of rank urged the women to take as warm a part 
ai the men, nor did the latter prohibit them from doing so. 

Id all countries the love of those distinctions has been con- 
sidered a passion so fairly belonging to women, that, where- 
crer they have been established, they have been encouraged to 
try to obtain tliem* « 

H1iea we add to these considerations the reflection that 
mistreises of houses had, in those times, great opportunity to 
make themselves useful and generally honored, by providing 
for the clothing and comforts of their families, as well as by 
cvperintending the labours of their female slaves, we shall 
fiad that women among the Romans, notwithstanding the ri- 
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gour with which they were treated by the Ittws, were^ ham the 
force of circnmstances, much more happily eitnated thttn they 
are at present^ for proving to meiii that they merited to he re* 
gardedy by them, as companioB?, deserving of being greatly en- 
truated with tlie care of their important iateretts* 



CHAPTER' XiX. 



CONSIDERATIONS ON THE PRINCIPLE WHICH SHOULD 
NOW REGULATE THE PLANS ADOPTED FOR THE IM- 
PROVEMENT OF THE FEMALE CHARACTER, 

§ ] • — I infer ft'om the observations and reflections exposed 
in the foregoing chapters, that the proportion which, in the 
early stages of civiliseation, subsisted between the occupations 
of the husband and the wife, is now, to the prejudice of the 
latter, greatly overthrown. 

There seems to me to Se no other method of restoring the 
balance that hto been, insensibly, lost between the position of 
the two sexes, than that of making a change in the situation of 
women, — rendering it more analogous to that of their lordly 
companions, — in virtue of which they may become penetrated 
with the idea that duty issues to them, as well as to men, an 
injanction not to look on themselves as isolated individuals, 
chaiged with no other care than to promote the private inter- 
ests of their family ; but to consider that they are portions of 
the national confederation, bound to endeavour to understand 
its universal interests, and, steadily, to conform to them the 
whole of their conduct. 

Till women are taught, magnanimously, to postpone their 
private interests to the good of the nation, it must ever he 
expected that they will employ their influence over men, to 
quench, in them, a patriotic spirit, and hold them absorbed in 
endeavours to advance, — ^no matter at what cost, — their family 
in the world. Every national afiair, whether it concern war 
or peace, is now so far removed from the observation of wo- 
men, that it does not appear to them to be, in a national sense. 
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any concern of theirs, and they think themselves well entitled 
to take no farther trouble about it, than merely to inquire^ 
vhether it offers, to their own friends, any facility for pushing 
their fortunes* 

It may be said that Women, in the higher cirolesy now re* 
ceire an instrnetion sufficiendy solid to exercise their under'' 
standing, and render them capable of tracing the most remptd 
consequences that may ensue to the nation from each of their 
actions. That they have, therefore, no excuse if they allow 
their anxiety for the welfare of their family, to giro to their 
condnet such a partial bias, that it mast tend, ultimately, to 
demoralixa society, and shake iti fabric* 

To this ol^ection I shaH answer that, it is dangerona for 
women, wbo are excluded from bearing a legitimate part in 
the management of any important affair, to endeavour to in^ 
flnence the persons bound to superintend iu They seldom 
brings to the examination of it, a mind attentive to view it 
under ail aspects ; or that is sufficiently disciplined to avoid 
acting with a blind precipitancy. Even where they do advise 
well, they are commonly not listened to by the agents entitled 
to conduct tk» affair in question, unless they entertain senti- 
ments, respecting it> in unison with theirs ; so that women» 
as long aa it is an established iH*inciple that public affhirs lie 
beyond their province, cau rarely tako part in them, otherwise 
than as man's radi eounsellors or pernicious flatterers. 

The expedient,, then, of engaging women, though their 
ewu sphere of action be confined within very narrow limits, 
to form their way of thinking on the consideration of those 
principles which o«^t to actuate sincere patriots, that thdr 
iaioenee may take a salutary effect on the dispositions of 
men, cannot, even were it practicable, be safely resorted to. 'Z 

If it still be objected to me that women, though they be 
prcdaded lifmn taking an active part in national aflntrs, may 
yet, by their influence, induce their husbands and sons fully 
to adapt their conduct to the ends which ought to be sought 
in the administration of them, I answer that virtuous, ab* 
vtraet principles, where their posessor is unable to distinguish 
ihe practical application that should be made of his doe- 
<riaes, oan^ both by the hearera and teachers <rf them, eaiil^ 
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be'^rarpdd, so atf to admit of the execution of every selfish 
project. 

§ 2« — Hitherto the sole regular motor which has been trusted 
to, for keeping women in good order has been fear ; the fear 
that if they acted disgracefully, they would be exposed to a 
husband's resentment, or to being outcasts from society. No 
hope is afforded to their ambition except the anarchical one, — 
for such I must consider it when it is thus strengthened beyond 
measure,— of getting a husband. To meet the present wants 
of society, the plan must, I think, be altered, and a species of 
hope, flattering to their personal ambition, must be accorded 
to women. They must be taught to regard as the greatest pe- 
nalty of their misconduct, the utter blight of that cherished 
hope. It ought to be so vast an one, as to lead them, atten- 
tirely, to survey the whole constitution of society, and warmly 
to interest themselves in maintaining it pure and vigorous. 

Through the medium of such a hope, the ambition might be 
excited in them, to discharge, with exemplary vigilance, the 
duties which, as wives and housekeepers, they still have to 
accomplish. 

Those duties are important ; nay, I freely grant that, fun- 
damentally, they are the same as ever : the care of promot- 
ing a husband*s felicity; of encouraging him in the exer- 
cise of virtue ; of training children piously ; of rendering a 
family happy, yet making good order reign in it ; and of wisely 
administering a husband's worldly property, — all these cares 
still usually devolve on a wife, and they, in all ages, formed 
the essential ground work of her duties. But they are now 
stripped of a great part of the rays that once shed round 
them a visible lustre ; and though they require that a woman's 
heart be ordered aright, they do not engross much of her time 
by specific occupations. 

Women are, therefore, too much tempted to let their 
thoughts idly stray from the path of duty, and to seek ho- 
nour in splendid baubles, which ^pear to them encompassed 
with a hlse glare of flattering distinctions. 

It is needful, therefore, to keep just conceptions ever alive 
within them, respecting the conduct that, truly, does them ho- 
nour in the world, by giving society, when they pursue a 
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right line, opportnoily to bestow on them, brilliant marks of 
its approbation. 

The obscurity of their domestic duties would not incapaci* 
tate society from choosing, as the depositaries of important 
national trusts, women deserving of its respect and confidence! 
by an exemplary conduct in private life. Obscure as are the 
domestic duties of women, what is chiefly required is, not to 
make society quicksighted to discover how they fnliil themi 
but to give it an opportunity of manifesting, publicly, the sen- 
timents which it entertains of them. 

So qnick, so just, are mankind in general, in estimating the 
worth of women, even in situations where they appear greatly 
withdrawn from the eyes of the spectators, that I am convinced 
that, did the community find itself called on to regard, atten- 
tively, the conduct of the various females comprised in it, 
very rarely would it fail to select, for the public offices to 
which they were eligible, women distinguished amidst the 
shades of private life, for their virtues, and unassuming, solid 
understanding. 

If women were permitted to look on important national 
concerns, as comprised among those matters on the mode of ma- 
naging which duty required them to form an opinion, and were 
they fired to a wise regulation of their entire conduct, by a 
hope of having some share in those concerns confided to them, 
they would then be able to take over men, particularly those 
<^ their own fiimily, an orderly influence, inducing them to 
conduct themselves wisely in their relations both with indivi- 
duals and the public, for the weight which the sentiments of 
enlightened, rational women, would acquire in the estimation 
of society, would flatter the men connected with them, and 
make them willing to hearken to them. 

Wonien who were allowed a political existence, adequate 
to keeping their afiections so enlarged as to embrace, with 
warmth, public concerns, would be a great means of causing 
a noble flame of enthusiasm to bum vigorously and durably in 
the nation. Unless such a flame be kindled in it, it will never 
be long urged, by one universal, efficacious impulse, to mount 
the difficult ascent of virtue, in preference to straying through 
the fair looking, insidious paths of corrupted passions. 
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A deTOted enthiisiaim miMt be iDspired to women, ere they 
can be detenninedy eolelyy to form, for the advancement of the 
primto interests of their lkmiites» views in strict cof respon- 
dence with eidighten^ patriotic sentiments* 

Were a gtotfons spirit of personal: ambition awakened ta 
them, by profiered recoApenses, they coold be made sensible 
to a fine, paramount ^thlisiAsm hi the cause of public virtue^ 
andjttdidons regulations might give to the wiser part of so- 
ciety sufficient lufluence over them, to prevent them from 
being daiiled^ by their enthuKtetic spirit, into wroug coocep- 
tiotas of the laws of duty. 



CHAPTER XX. 



KATURE HAS NOT FORMED WOMEN ON A PLAN, SIC 
NIFYING IT TO BE HER SOLE INTENTION TO FIT 
THEM FOR BEING, IN PRIVATE LIFE, THE COMFA* 
NI0N8 OF A HUSBAND. 

I have endeavonredy by comparisons with nations ranged 
nnder a totally difierent system of opinions and govemmenty 
to convince the reader tbat the present state of society is, pe« 
cnliarly, ill edited to the object of inducing women to con« 
tribute their part to the support of the social fabric, by filling, 
satisfiustorily, the place allotted to them i nameily, that of com* 
panions in private life to a husband. 

In the present chapter, I hhaU expose my reasons for think- 
lag that nature has not formed women on a phn, signifying^ it 
to be her sole intention, in contemplating their destination. Jta 
fit them for heiftgy in private life, tbe companions of a hus- 
band. 

If such had been her exclusive intention, though, on ac« 
count of human depravity, women might still have committed 
great fimlts in the performance of their conjugal duties, yet, 
surely, a type of the relative perfection to which they ought 
to aspire, would, readily, have been d^vdloped within them* 

Half the pains that are' nottr taken by men; to convince 



them tftat wanuui n«rer looks «o:foTel]r> m wlleii> bMia^ lier- 
•elf within the boBom of her family, she Aeekt 00^ 6thef hap- 
piaen than what arises from promotiD^thattf a hadband and 
chiMreiiy wooid be soffietant to satisfy girls; that, they spesk 
the troth, and to eanse the imsffe of soeh a-wife, 'milthery aad 
mistress of a house to seise, to dee^y, on their ilnagiiiatioBy 
as to make them bom with the desire toresliae it tnpersom 

The wish to be man's eompaalon in |Hrivate life, would be 
such a primary one in their bososss, that it * woidd be more 
eaoly unfolded there than any other. 

Such I do not find to be the case : girls hsTe, indeed, a 
great wish to ehange their sitoation for ti^t of wtv^ hat I 
do not perceire that they are strongly moved to form it, by 
SB ardent attachasent to the duties wluch a wife,, particniarly 
if she be mistress of a faonse, ought to MSL 

Nor does it appear that» even at those times wheniJM em* 
plo3^nient8 of hoasekeeping more furnished occupations to the 
mind and soope to ambition,, than they do at present, that the 
generality of wiTeshad any pleasure iil attending to them. All 
the aoeonts transmitted to us of the women of these times, 
gire US to mideiataad- that wtws, exemplary for a conduct use« 
M and honorable to their hnsbsnds, were very rare. 

The faet,'^-«4tt k sppears to me,— hs, that the wish to be a 
hoslPBadV companion and hdpmute^^Aough it may be, and no 
doubt Ir e qi i e ntly is, fixed by iacnkatioii in ft woman's breast, 
is nsteae of those simple, primitiref ones, which rise so spon- 
laaeoosly widiia her, thafethe task of a: good education, be- 
stowed on giris, eonsists in.- regolstiig,' Mther than inspiring 



I hare ^ibead/i rsinarkedt thsit nature tf sets,- greatly, ac- 
ssmplishinggo6drmonil.ends, by^aseans of two opposite prin- 
c^lss,that"te08fr httk be toaikied, united together,^ and modi- 
fisd by each oth^, .^nce» from' their combinationi she intends 
thiitwtaltmUbioeatiamnfty- which ougfatio bo eti^ucaged,' shall 
breliflited. 

The #idi,' in- Womeny to be a'faosblmd'ic<ttnpaiilon ,siid 
helpk&atets»«s I thisk^one of those complex, sentiments^ which 
wiU not generdly reign in the fomale breAst, tinless the two 
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•imple wishes finom whose nixtiure h proceeds, be both deve- 
loped and regidaled. 

The fint of these wishes is — To reign as sodk ao afaaohite 
mistress over a hasband's heart, that he shall be exdnsiTely 
occupied with the care of studying and antieipating every io- 
dioadon that rises in the bosons of his adored consort. 

The second wish is — To take place among rational beings* 
not on account of being necessary to men» but as a person 
an original, intrinsic worth. 

I shall not detain the attention of the reader on arguments 
for object to prove, that the first of these wishes may 
be considered a simplcy primitive one, as being felt, universally, 
by women, e*en where it is not inspired to them by their edo- 
cati<m* No one, I believe, doubts of nature having, singu- 
larly, predisposed them to the formation id it. 

Their, perhaps, universal fnopensity to be moved by the se- 
cond of these wishes is not so easily perceived, for it is^ in i^ 
own nature, more silent and obscmre than the fonaer one, and 
it is, besides, so crushed, in cmisequence of the prodigious do* 
vdopement given, in the mind of women, to the wish to reign, 
absolutely, by their charms, over the hearts of men ; and ef 
the discouragement into which it ialls, from little or no hope 
of gratification being ofiered to it ; that it lurks, in such a clan- 
destine mode, in the female breast as, usually, to esci^ not 
only the notice of men, but even that of women themselves. 

it, however, discovers itself, sufficiently, to fix the attention 
of many of the men, whom a motive, either of affsction or 
interest, engages to flatty, in women, their wish to beacknow^ 
lodged valuable on dieir own account, and not merely for being 
necessary to the lelicity of the male chiefii of a lamily. 

In private life men, where they take waim interest in a feb* 
male, often discover, merely by interrogating their own heart, 
that, even where she is happily married, she loves to kmwe 
some personal independence. Thus, I have repeatedly heard of 
affluent, single men, who, notwithstanding their being perfectly 
satisfied, both with the general character of a sister's husband 
and his liberality to his wife, presented the latter with an 
annual pension which they scrupulously paid into- her own 
hands. 
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The spiritual dtreeton abO| of women, where their preten- 
tioae to superior sanctity are hypoorilicaly and enforced for 
the sake of serving their own worldly riews» seem well aware 
that the best way of managing the female sex is, to talk to it 
ef ita original^ intrinsie worth. If, as is a wril known matter 
of lacty women, readOy, beoome the dopes of such men> I be^ 
liere that their propensity to hearken to them does not enK 
tirely proceed from the vivacity of their religious fears and 
lentiments. It partly arises from the interest which they take 
and which these designbg men carelhlly enhance by their con- 
versation, in handling a topic that paints the world wherein 
they are to have an independent existence, as being of an in- 
imitely more preponderating importance, than this eardily 
vcene, where little place is allotted to them, except relatively 
to the private happiness and affections of men. 

To cause women to be less tempted to embrase a supersti- 
tions, intolerant faitb, having for objeoty not to ennoble onr 
l^esait existence, by a representation of its bearings on our 
fhtore state, hot rather to render all earthly cares despicable, 
by a contemptuous comparison of them with superhuman hap* 
piness and misery, the most effectual method will be, not 
merdy to lighten their nnderstanding, and teach it to open 
to more majestic views of the moral scheme of providence^ 
but also to give them such expansive duties to fulfil on earth, as 
shall prove to them that their worth is amply known, and that 
they are taken into cmisideration by the legislator, as an abso- 
lute, essential part of the rational creation* 

Were the wish to have an independent existence, and that 
to rrign in the affections of a lover, both duly indulged in a 
woman, the former would be like a central spring of action in 
her heart, from the operations of which it would acquire stesi- 
dncss, solid sentiments, and an enlightend love of order : while 
the latter would be suffused widely around it, and actt upon it 
wi& a mellowing inflnence, that would give to her disposition 
an expansive tenderness, improve her taste, and beautify her 
whole i^pearance. 

When the wish to reign in the affections of a lover, is 
mnde^ — as it is present, from no scope being allowed to their 
ambition to have an independent existencoi— the central one* 
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impeUing to action tke mind'of women, iiii adspted totally 
to unhinge their character^ and' throw it into the wildest eon- 
fnsion, and at the aame tnne to inflame them with the ambition 
to act on the theatre of life, hy means of their charm8» a eon* 
-pinions part ; without proposing to theanelres, in doing so, 
any odier end than simply to disooncert the* projeeta of men, 
and raiidy to glory in the power of irremediably e m bro Hing 
them. 

Were women, on the contrary, to cling too mneh to ^e 
intention to support themseires in a state of indiridus} thde- 
pendence, their peraistance in snch k resolution would huTO a 
most withering elFect on society. It WMdd render theirdispo- 
attion hafsh and forbidding ; destroying in them all those soft 
aentiments and gpraces, wldch spring firom a tendency to lore 
and hare confidenoe in man* 

8wch an excess would soon defea t its own xrarpose ; for 
man, grown gloomy and ferocious, from net being melted 
into kiudness by his too haughty companion, would make the 
nation relapse into barbarity, in which case women woald 
quickly be forced to sink into h^plessness, and to court pro- 
tection. 

But women are not indined topnsh, so fer, their loveef in- 
dependence, as to l>ecome too indifferent to the plensure^of 
leaning, for support, on a fond loTcr. FWw are the females, 
in whom are« conspicuous, the defects at'ising firom, too anx- 
iously, considering the care of their welfere exdusively in 
their own keeping, except some single ones, past the bloom 
of youth, and almost entirely confined to the society of pru- 
dently conducted, but narrow minded women. 

When the twcr opposite wishes under consideration, are both 
judiciousiy developed, and sofUy blended together, in a wo- 
'man's bosom, then does she readily learn, from experience ; 

That her dbililies to proTide for^herBeif will, always, be 
meagre and productiTe of rery scsnty restdts, so long as she 
'shkll'Mntmue^to act on the principle of being, by her natare, 
an independent being ; 

TkatJ in order to eemmunicate to her talents, their due share 
tif "vahmUe ^ftdency, she must consider the womanly diamc- 
tsra^ a'sappknaenrto'themaldy one ; must become, in conae- 
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^seace^ a fiuthful compftnlon to a wise, actire minded person of 
the stronger 8ex ; must identify his interests with her own • 
enter, completely, into his projects, and partake his labours 
for the promotion of their ends. 

However tedious the above, process may seem, for preparing 
women to be useful helpmates to men, they must, in general, 
go through it, or they will be liable to start off from their du- 
ties, into those follies and extravagancies which have, too often, 
irresistible charms for the imagination of a woman, when she 
is, exclusively, engrossed by the desire to see an adoring lover 
the slave of her fascinating powers. 

It appears to me that two distinct beings, endowed with 
ressoD, can hardly be found, who differ more from each other, 
than does the woman who thinks herself omnipotent here be* 
low, because she has the art of engaging a powerful lover to 
execute her will with promptitude, or knows how to inveigle 
all men, auid to make them instruments of her designs ; differ 
from her who merely seeks' to excite the benevolence of man- 
kind, that she may have the more opportunity to gain, by her 
own exertions, an independent livelihood. 

The latter is as remarkable for her wisdom, moderation, 
and sound knowledge of human nature, as the former for h&r 
Uind presumption, extravagant pretensions, and ignorance in 
dealing with persons who rest insensible to her allurements. 

Framed as society at present is, a married woman has too 
modi temptation to pride herself in beiqg a husband's mis- 
tress, rather than his eompanion: we, in consequence, see 
many of them who, in the eager pursuit of fashionable amuse- 
ments and showy distinctions, launch into an extravagance to 
the siqiport of which his income is not equal, without troubling 
themselves to inquire whether their thoughtless career of plea- 
sure is likely to entail misery on him and their family. 

Women who are living single, on their own income, have, 
usnally, present to their mind, the idea that their welfare, in 
life^ depends on their own wisdom. 

Accordingly, they commonly calculate, accurately, all their 
expenses, and carefully adjust, to their means, their manner of 
Kving. 

To the very eontrary lights in which women appear as the 
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idea of being destined to reign in the hearts of men, or that 
of being dependent on their own wisdom, is present to their 
thoughts, do I attribute the existence of a certain historical 
fact, which has often, in various countries, been mentioned 
with surprise ; namely, that more queens regent, in reference 
to the number of women who have reigpied in their own right, 
have proved themselves profound politicians, skilled in the art 
of governing a nation with ability, than it could have been ex- 
pected, that a sex so remarkable for its levity and thought- 
lessness, would have produced. To account for this fact, it is 
constantly said, that where womeo are at the head of the nation, 
it is men who conduct the administration of its affairs ; but 
this solution of the question is not satisfactory. Since the 
queen chooses her ministers, by appointing wise ones, she g^ves 
a proof of the soundness and comprehensiveness of her under- 
standing, that ma/ surprise the persons who consider women as 
so frivolous, that they take much more pleasure in listening to 
the 6onversation of silly coxcombs than to that of rational, re- 
spectable men. 

The true explanation of the enigma afforded by the wisef 
conduct of different female national rulers, seems to me to be, 
that the persons of the fair sex, thus vested with kingly power, 
learned to be aware of the necessity that they were under, to 
depend on the judicious use of their own fiiculties, tq render 
themselves popular and their reigpn prosperous. 

Now, though women who solely study the art of i^pearing 
charming in the eyes of men, are easily captivated by the most 
foolish, frivolous persons numbered amongst them, the females 
desirous to manage well their affairs like, very much, to place 
confidence in men of ability, and, where they have an oppor- 
tunity to acquire much knowledge of various characters, have 
a very good insight for discerning them. 

I shall now, by a trifling, bnt, as I think, just comparision, 
illustrate my ideas on the wisdom of allowing some portion of 
personal ambition to assert, agreeably to the constitution of 
society, its influence over the female mind. 

As in those rushes which are gathered to serve for candles, 
though it is their pith that answers for shedding light, a small 
stripe of the rind is carefully preserved throughout their whole 
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lengthy to give them the strength and eonabtency' that their 
ose requires ; thns, though it is for those qualities which make 
her man's companion, and the queen of his affections, that wo- 
man seems wanted in the world, yet must there be a rein of 
personal ambition allowed to run all along her mind, to hold it| 
steadily, in the form necessary. 



CHAPTER XXL 

REMARKS ON THE OPERATIONS OP THE TWO PRIMARY WISHB8 

OF wobien's mind, noticed in the last chapter. WO- 

BIEN OUGHT TO BE TRAINED TO INDUSTRY. A WIFE SHOULD 

4 

BE LEGALLY MISTRESS OF HER OWN PROPERTY. 

Many women will> confidently, tell you, that they would be 
perfectly satisfied to live in an entire dependence on a husband, 
oonld they be certain of being, invariably, treated by him with 
tenderness and liberality. 

That were their wishes to be completely ciowned, they 
would live happily in the bosom of their families. 

Tha| their pride would be fully satisfied at seeing a husband 
and sons the ornament of their country, and pillars of its pros- 
perity ; while for themselvesi they would gladly sink into ob- 
scurity, — 

. ** Hm world foiipettiiig, by the world forgot.** 

I avow, however, that I judge of the moral oonstitutton 
of women, more from attentive observation of the symptoms 

of what passes ki their hearts, than from their own profes- 
sions. 

When a woman's mind is warmed, she feels only one sen- 
timent actnaitmg her, and to the advancement of its ends she is 
willing to sacrifice ail those interests which, in fact, though 
perhaps not avowedly, usually sway her. It is particularly 
easy for the man whom she loves to engage her to make a sa- 
crifice of her dearest interests, so much is she disposed to a 
confiding generosity towards him. 
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Many- wofAon are- oontetit that abusband flikonklbe abaoliiie 
master over them,, from having a<Mluired an uneonqaerahle 
liabit of indolenoe, and taste for pleasure. They have no no* 
tionof the support which- a husband would wish to find' in a 
wife's friendship, counsels, and well applied abilttiesi On the 
contrary, they please themselves with the idea that a wife 
has no occasion to exercise her own understanding, for that 
her husband will be always ready, by bis advice and assist- 
ance, to extricate her from every embarrassment in which her 
inconsideration might tend to involve her : they flatter them- 
selves that theirs, in return for the compliment which they 
pay him in rejoicing in their absolute dependence on him, can- 
nati in. honour, do less than give them an opportunity to lead 
a life of eaae and indulgence^ by charging himself with every 
oare and responsibility attached to the office of maintaining 
both, in a state of comfort, and relative worldly prosperity. 

In women of this description, the desire to reign absolute 
far die heart of a husband, has completely triumphed over the 
wish to be, in some degree, an independent being. This in- 
toxicating desire does not, indeed, impel them to seek to rule 
a husband with insolence and iraperiousness. It urges them 
(o render their empire flattering and agreeable to him, but it 
prevents them, notwithstanding, from preparing themselves 
to be useful yokemates, or from engaging him, by their meri- 
torious conduct, to respect the sex to which they belong ; and 
it may easily prove, if he be anxious to please them, the occa- 
sion of betraying him into ruinous expenses. 

But the wish to have an independent existence, however its 
oharaoter may be altered by the deshro to hoM oaptive a pow- 
erfal >u«baiid, does not, on that account, forsake a woman's 
hfeas4 'Ti» the secret (^>eratioiis of this wish that frequently 
render women selfish, when a fond husband or lover places him- 
self, absolutely, at their command. Were they dominated by 
the unmixed desire to reign in the heart of a lover, they wonld 
naturally take a deep interest in him ; be truly contented to 
remain unknown to all the world beside, and be exclusively 
eager to promote his welfhre. Now, though some women do 
make it appear that they sincerely bound all their ambition to 
reigning in a husband's heart, and to repaying his attachment 
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by » devolioii to Us.aerviQe^ it h well kaowii thai wives com* 
wmky betray, that the pleasure whioh the thought of being 
idolised by a wedded lord makes then feel, is far from beaog 
their only personal motife tar being desirous to inspire him 
with an afieetioa, whioh shall force him ever to yield to them. 

They wish to hare all his fortone, all his ability to support 
himself^ according to his situation, creditably in the world, 
entirely at their diaposaL Sometimes even* where they feelii 
dread lest his inoome cannot suffice to meet his current ex* 
peiises^ the apprehensions which engage them to inculcate to 
him maadms of prudence^ are more suggested to them by self 
than by conjugal lore. . 

Where wedded couples live hi^^pily and prosperously toge? 
ther, it is still evident, that the. wife eiyoys haying the ability 
to bestow, out of an independent pn^erty, free gifts on a be- 
loTed husband. 

Men, alsoy take such delight in receiring^ from their wiTe% 
these free will oflferings, that the law whic|i» by placing wo* 
men entirely in a dependence on a husband, pots it out of 
their power, yoluntarily9 to transfer their property to him^ 
dries up one of the sources of the affection which ought to 
subsist between married couples, and cause them, dearly^ to 
love the bond uniting thenu 

It mny be said» that it is very easy, by a marriiige settle- 
meat, to render a wife independent of her husband. But such 
a measure, as it palpably implies a distrust of him, cannot be 
agreeable to him, nor tend to make, him grateful for the proofr 
which he recetves of his wife's confiding affectioui eren 
theagh she should, after mamage, constant]^ Appiy to his 
we the inoome of which she had taken care to remain mis- 



Be s i d es, howerer gratifying to a wife's desire of personal 
ittd^endence may be, in certain cases, a legal right to the ex* 
dasiTe management of the property that, previous to her 
OMxriage, bdooged to her, this species of independence^ for 
which she is usually indebted, not to her own exertions, but 
ta tha affection of a fether or some near relative, does not, in 
the least, attain the end of giving to a woman's character, 
that useful, firm tone, which it might be expected to ac^ire^ 
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#ere a robust spirit of independence awakened in her, the at- 
tempt to gtatify wliidi would oblige her to nnfold, with energy, 
the native powers of her mind. 

• When women's friends, anxiovs to place it out of a hus- 
band's power to tyranniae over them, secure to them a large 
personal property, they leave them at heart as feeble as ever, 
and, perhaps, tempt them to indulgfo unnumbered tyrannical 
caprices, since persons trained to be helpless, yet, pat by for- 
tune in possession of power, are very obnoxious to the temp- 
tation to abuse it with insolence and arrogance. -Women, in 
particular, who see most persons of their sex in a state of ab- 
solute dependence, while they themselres are uncontroled mis- 
tresses of largre possessions, are prone . to triumph in the com- 
parison, and to be intoxicated with their good fortune. 

The present legal constitution of the community leaves it, 
almost entirely, out of a wife's power to endear herself to her 
husband, by joyfully increasing the mass of his property with 
what,' particularly, belongs to her. 

He is so much disgusted and humiliated, if the marrii^ set- 
tlement secure to her a separate provision, that the utmost af- 
ectionate liberality, which she may use to him afterwards, can- 
not, completely, surmount his latent discontent, nor engage him, 
fully, to admire her as a magnanimous, confiding helpmate. 

If, on the contrary, she place herself at marriage, during 
his life, entirely in his power, he considers that she acts in a 
manner becoming her; but her confidence at that moment, 
when she ought, if ever capable of being so, to be governed 
by a warm, disinterested, nncalculating attachment, is no se- 
curity to him for her being still disposed to place in him equal 
confidence, after that she has borne, for a leng^ of time, the 
marriage yoke, and that experience has taught her, coolly, to 
estimate the quantity of good and evil resulting to her from 
her connexion with him. 

A wife can hardly have it in her power to convince her hus- 
band, that she has no pleasure beyond that of casting, into his 
worldly stores, the wealth which legally belongs to her, odier- 
wise than by exercising some branch of industry, by having 
A right to appropriate the profits of it, and yet, gladly resign- 
ing them to him. 
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If tins, may it be said, be all Ihat is requisite towards inspi- 
riting wives to preserve a sort df independence of a husband, 
and yet make it tarn to his profit, the matter can easily be 
settled between them, to tlieir mutnai satisfaction, witiioQl 
its being necessary that the laws which leave, absolutely, at 
the discretion of the husband, the wife's property, should un- 
deigo any change* Many are the men who would gladly bind 
themselves, rigidly, in honour, to consider as belonging en* 
tirely to a wife, a certain share of the emoluments arising 
from her labours, could they, on that condition, engage her to 
exercise industrious habits, in whatever department wherein 
her exertions might be usefkd to them* 

Rational men, I make no doubt, would ofifcea gladly stipn* 
late that a wife should enjoy a certain measure of virtual in- 
dependence, could they hope, by the fulfilment of this condi- 
tion, to secure to themselves an actively minded, usefully in* 
dostrions, wedded partner* But the evils resulting from the 
boundless authority over wives vested in their husbands, are 
of too general a nature to admit of any considerable partial 
remedy* 

Men certainly,. sometimes, whether in great or small num- 
bers it is needless to examine, cruelly deceive the confidence 
of the hapless spouse who has entrusted to their keeping all 
her fortune and means of subsistence* 

Unpitying do they squander her affluence, till they leave 
her destitute, and, if she have recourse to the exercise of some 
talent to gain a livelihood, they, without remorse, rob her of 
tiie firnits of her toil. These examples of the iUs which wives 
are exposed to suffer, do not deter girls from marriage : so 
strong is the confidence that they are naturally disposed to en- 
tertain, of drawing a prize in the great lottery of life* Yet still 
the tpectade of wasteful, unprincipled husbands, who dissi- 
pate a wife's fortune, and frustrate her attempts industriously 
to improve her condition, does make a great, though silent 
impression on them* It determines them, since so much is in 
a husband's power, to cast on him. who shall become their 
wedded partner^ all cares for ensuring a nuuntenanoe to his 
immily, and to devote, whether single or married, their whole 
time to idle amusements. 

VOL. ni. K 
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. P«roii|i^ loo» enterivg into Uie vrkj of thMung o£ their 
dftoghlersy do iMit, oron though they may be in very confiaed 
oircamstaneoiy like to rear them to the exereite of any lo* 
enmive speeies of indastry ; ooncluding that, wheaarer they 
auirry, thair hinbands will be justly boaad to support theiBy 
withont any ex^ion of their own. 

They are tanght, it is true, by their parents, that they onght 
ta be good eeonomists of a hosband's worldly sobstsnee. Bat 
she fact is that, at present, as the administration of household 
affsirs can usnaliy^ where she is in easy circumstances^ occupy 
hut a snail portion of a wife's time, it leaves her thoughts so 
much leisure to attach theoMelves to pleasurable ideas, that she 
is tempted to negleot even the small quantity of business, to 
which she is boand to attend^ unless she acquire steady habits 
of industry, by the diUgent proseeation of some gainful em* 
plojrmant. ' 

Parents, however, in the higher circles, cannot be expected 
to train their danghters to the exercise of any qieci&o lucra^ 
lire employment. They will always, it may be said, ddnk that 
they amply do their part, in accustoming them to love useful 
occupations, ^dien they habituate them to keepii^ their 
house wisely regulated. 

I do not know, if ample soope were given in .the nation to 
the employment of women's faculties, wh^her the custom of 
exercising some specific, profitable branch of tndnstry would 
aseaad to females of apretty high rank, but of this I am oer* 
tain> that it is desirable, both for the improvement ai women's 
mind, and for the sake of rendering wives useful helpmates 
to a hnsband, that females of every dass sfaonki love the oocn^ 
pations eondncive to the orderly and eoonomical arrangeaaaat 
of thetr houses 

' I am also coavinoed that it wonld be daageroua to aUew to 
women a free scope for seemring to themselves, by the ezensies 
of their feculties, the qiecies of independence coafenred by 
the possession of riokss, and yet to bound all their bopea to 
the- acqnirement of them. Even did fethers, in a high rank, 
consent to edueatiag a daughter to the exercise of a .luerattve 
e mp to y meat, ik» nation woukl infallibly become directed by 
sordid, mercenary views, respecting the nature of man's su- 
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preme goo4, nhould women, in genenJ, Ie«ni ta loolc greedity 
Co rielte9, from e«asi4«#ifl|g th4fm fo ^ flUfe On?^ ^e^tiHie^ pt>e- 
Mntiitg ^em wkk a hope of satisfying their widi to be of 
some indiri^m) iniportanoe. 

Ttf indoee parents^ in fke higiier ranks, to tndll their 4ang|)> 
ten to lihe hahif of eonsecrating soffictent time to erery em- 
plojmenl that can prepare them for being useful mbtresses of 
a boose, and to inspire to M-omen a more generbns ambithm 
than merefy to heoome, by the possession of riches, of personal 
conseqiiea%e, it Is requisite that Aiore honorable prises than 
the prospeet of inereased opu1e*ee, be held ont to them as a 
reward for well doiftg. 

Their wish to take the place in the world, which they de- 
serre, or account ai their ' own httrinsie worth, shonld bo 
gratified in its f(ttH extent. 

Were it thus indalged, it wonld demand nothing lest than 
that lite state of society shonld be so constitoted as that their 
talents should receive all the derelopement, and their heaU 
ties he pat in all the activity, which might be conducive to the 
perfection of their character. Wisely, therefore, to meet 
their wish to be treated as having an intrinsic vahie, the legis* 
lator shonld afford them every encouragement to inteHectnal 
and moral hnprovement : and he should grant them the gifts 
of foTtvne in the proportiony and under the conditions, the 
most proper to stimulate them to work ont the relative per- 
of their own minds. 
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ftSMARJBLS ON WOMfiN-a MENTAL CONSTITUTION, DS- 
SIGNED TO SHOW |THAT, THEY MIGHT BE SAFEST 
ALLOWED SOME WEIGHT IN NATIONAL DELIBEIU 
ATIONS. 

I have exposed some of my relisons for thinking that t^ 
respect dne' to a husband's authority would, owing to the dis* 
pocUSon 6i married men, relatively to their wives^ fom no 

b2 
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. obtUele to the opening to the personal ambition of women 
inch a career, aa wonld be neoeasary towarda perfecting their 
own character, and rendering them efficient instramenta for 
perfecting that of men. I havei also, endeavoiired to show 
.that women's sphere ought to be enlaigedi and made to admit, 
. like that of men, of an immediate obligation to fulfil dntiea 
towards the public ; both, because the duties of women, in 
their private, capacity, no longer bear that honorable propor- 
tion to those of men, which they once did ; and also, because 
the character of women b not adapted by nature, — whenever 
her type of a perfect national order approaches its full dere- 
lopement, — ^to resting totally confined in a narrow sphere. 

I shall, in some of the ensuing chapters, endearour to throw, 
on the intellectual and moral organisation of women, light suf- 
ficient to indicate the mode in which they may, with safety, be 
legally allowed some weight in national deliberations. 

I propose, in this chapter, particularly, to explain my mo- 

.tives for believing that it would not be difficult to retain their 

personal ambition within temperate bounds, and yet grant it a 

sufficiently free current to prevent it from acting within them 

with a pent-up, unruly violence. 

Women have, insUnctively, a sense of their native weakness 
as men of their native force. The sense of weakness which 
ought to keep the former, particularly, niild and humble, may 
indeed, be greatly obliterated from their mind by injudicious 
treatment ; which description of treatment, usually, consists in 
an intemperate manifestation of tenderness to them, that, by 
preventing all their desires, leaves them no inducement to be- 
come acquainted with the very limited extent of their own 
powers. If a chance woman a]^»ear arrogantly elated with the 
belief that she possesses talents superior to those of most of 
her sex, it is because she sees so few competitors belonging to 
it, owing to women, in general, not being excited by ample 
inducements to cultivate their minds ; and also, on account of 
her being too much surrounded by flatterers. As longas most 
persons of the lair sex think it needless to submit to severe 
toil for the sake of becoming distinguished by their knowIe4go 
and mental capacity, those who do, by their labours, attain 
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lach envied distindioiiii, will, usually, find themselves sur* 
rounded by friends who admire and flatter them.* 

But did the entire society, in obedience to wise institutions 
sad enlightened principles, adopt the necessary precautions foi^ 
engaging the guardians of girls to accustom them, according 
to their' situation, to such laborious undertakings as would best 
tend to render the general character of the female sex useful, 
respectable, and influential in the world, care could readily be 
taken, in improring their mind, deeply to impress it with sim- 
ple, humble sentiments. 

Woman is, in the. main, a more indolent being than man, 
thoughi as she rarely sinks into that total distaste of exertion 
irhich he does when^he g^ves himself up to an inactive, in- 
glorious life, she may, sometimes, appear less so. 

What usually prevents man from yielding to indolent habits 
is a proud consciousness of his force and consequent wish to 
exert it. But woman, not having this consciousness, having, 
on the contrary, an intimate sense of weakness, has little am- 
bition but what is dependent on her imagination. This fa- 
eolty dailies her with the image of an ideal glory, which it 
displays to her mentid vision, as being attainable by her, and 
it neglects to point out to her the necessity of toil and study, 
to arrive either at it or any other good flattering to her ambi- 
tion.(a) 

As women's ambition does not, usually, incite them to at- 
tend, for a permanence, to the accomplishment of laborious 
tssks, it does not offer any great inducement to rouse them out 
of indolent habits : they are further tempted to indulge them, 
by a comparison of their own weakness with the force of men, 
and by a hope that, by inducing them to exert it in their ser- 
vice, they may be tibemselves dispensed from the necessity of 
making any painful exertion of their faculties. 

They are, therefore, naturally inclined : — 

First — To let their ambitious propensity operate in a thought- 



* Few girls take th« trouble of ttttdtty bestowing on their minds a per- 
Qumnitt laborious calture^ unless they he excited to do so, by attentive, vigi- 
katMcB^aL The ambition of grown up persons to see the females of 'the 
ri«ii^ generation, in whom they take interest, remarkable for their talent^ 
fr«^aently» when it has been satisfied by these objects of their solicitude, 
tempts them to bsotow on them too adalatory tokens of their approbation. 
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lee«i uocertaiD modoi owii^; to ito b^ing teo muck at the di«- 
posal of an imagination free to wander, capriciously, from ob- 
ject to object, on acconnt of its not being held to one fixed 
direction by induatrions, laborious habits. 

Secondly — Notwithstanding that their mind has no fixed 
resting place but in their steady exertions to merit esteem and 
independence, they are yet greatly tempted to propose to them- 
selves, as the excIusiTo aim of their conduct, the hope of reign- 
ing in the heart of a lorer, of being supported in idleness and 
extravagance by his wealth or labours, and of becoming, by 
his ready compliance and mdt powerful in the world. 

In the general education of women, then, the propensity of 
their ambition to indulge in idle, desultory flights, is much 
more to be guarded against, than is the danger of its tempting 
them fixedly to contemplate a disorderly or too extravagant 
end, as a term whither they may hope to arrive by the steady 
exertion of their own faculties. There cannot be a surer me- 
thod taken to retain the anibition of women from undue wan- 
deringSi and prevent its degenerating into vanity, than thai 
of accustoming them to a regular exercise of their ows 
powers, with a hope of obtaining, thereby, honourable rewards. 

When they have earned them by a fulfilment of the requi- 
site tasks, their sense of native weakness will certainly cause 
them to feel greatly flatiered with h%ving accomplished such 
# glorious enterprise ; but that sense will also combine with 
their indolence, to make them refrain from pushing, to any 
excess, an ambition, for the gratification of which they must 
trust to the developement of their own intellectual powers. 
It is against the obligation to keep such powers acting within 
them with intense activity, that their indolence prindpally 
militates. Let, then, the system of society place them on an 
eminence, to preserve which they will be bound to exercise, — 
though not to overstrain, — their intellectual powers, and they 
will gase on it with such complacence, as not to feel any wish 
to overstep it. They will be fonder of reverting their eyes to 
contemplate, with satisfaction, the height that they have gained^ 
than of looking forward to the steps above them, with an 
eager hope of surmounting them. 
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In their disposition to tmste satisfaction in limited honours, 
where they are the recompense of the exertion of their own 
abilities, they difler much from talented men who, inflamed by 
the consqionsness of gpreat intellectual force, indalge such in- 
satiable ambition, that they rarely rest satisfied with prises 
already in their possession, but commonly consider any trophies 
which they hare gained, as being chiefly of value for facili- 
tating to them the acquisition of still more glorious ones. 

The willingness of the personal ambition of women to con- 
tent itself with those rewards which a good system of national 
order could bestow, would furnish, if due importance were 
given to their character, a gpreat mean of causing their in- 
fluence and the sympathetic respect inspired by them, to ope- 
rate so advantageously on the disposition of men, as to deter- 
mine them also to confine thcir^'ambition within orderly bounds, 
and arrest it at the term appointed by virtue. 

Women are further rendered unfit for affording nourishment 
in their bosoms to a strong sentiment of independent personal 
ambition, by the clashing manner in which this sentiment acts 
within them, owing to its having universal, and abstract, as 
well as personal and practical bearings. What I mean is, that 
it makes each individual female desirous to see her sex uni- 
versally raised to the highest pitch of independent honour and 
[Prosperity whicb it could sustain, and at the same time causes 
her to glow with the wish to mount herself to so flattering an 
elevation, 

llie wish to see the personal ambition of her whole sex 
crowned with all the independent fruition which a firm, yet 
generouiK and liberal system of social order could admit it to 
enjoy, reigns, in an abstract manner, more constantly in a 
woman's breast, than does a desire to have a wide career 
opened to the ambition springing in her own heart, from a love 
of independence and of the exercise of her talents. Thus, 
many a woman who would feel honored and fiatteredj if it 
were pointed out to her that her sex filled, by the general con- 
sent of the nation, a high, conspicuous and important rank^n 
it, would be perfectly contented though she herself were re- 
tained by duUes, obscurot yet dear to her heart, in the shades 
of deep retirement. 
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Thus again — Ai the kind of subjection in which govern- 
ment and the general opinion of men place a wife in re^rd to 
her husband, is the surest criterion of the degree of elevation 
to which they would think proper to raise the female charac- 
ter, most women in whom a respect for female dignity is in 
the least unfolded, manifest displeasure against the ungene- 
rous arrogance of the other sex, whenever they hear indi?!- 
duals belonging to it, express a wish to submit wives to a 
servile control, or to arm husbands with a direct power to pu- 
nish a wedded partner, whenever they are dissatisfied with her. 
Yet many of the women who may be thus incited to defend, 
even with passionate warmth, the liberty of wives, discover, 
in their own behaviour, such an anxious deference for a hus- 
band's will, that they seem to entertain the conviction of its 
being a wife's duty to yield implicit obedience to her chief. 

However, the flame of haughty, independent ambition, 
which exclusively points to the individual aggrandisement of 
the woman who harbours it, burns with &r more intense viva- 
city, once it is kindled, than does her desire to see her whole 
sex in the enjoyment of every advantage that could redound 
to its honour and. happiness. In fact, the latter desire is so 
totally abstract, that it commonly deserts any reality of a na- 
ture apparently in accordance with it. Those advantages 
which a woman, by her merit or talents may obtain, are view- 
ed with vexation by the greater number of persons of her aex, 
as though they injured, rather than benefited them^b) 

A feeling of perhaps envious dissatisfjaction* at the pros- 
perous issue of a woman's exertions, or else of affectionate 
interest for some man whose prospects seem to have been 
thwarted by her success, very commonly prevents women 
from enjoying the spectacle of a person belonging to their 
half of the creation, who is indebted, for rising in the world, 
to her own industry or abilities, however laudably exer- 
cised. 

The species of ambition in women, the gratification of which 
would require the partial or universal developement of female 
talents, is, therefore, easily dissipated, and prevented from 

* Thete obienrations only relate to ignortnt women whose mind hmm not 
¥s«n fonud in the aociety of rstlonnl, raUghtened men. 
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affeetiiig their praelioe by any regular impulse. A woman's 
wish to employ, laboriously, her own powers for the acquist* 
tioD of honour and independence, from want of baring any per- 
manent, settled hold on her affections, yields, readily, when it 
encounters obstacles, to discouragement, and abandons her 
hearl, entirely, to the hope of holding a lover, able to confer 
on her a wide extent of power, completely at her command* 

On the other hand, her ambition to see her sex become im- 
portant and, to a certain degree, independent, by the exer- 
tions of its native talents, is of such an abstract nature that» 
in reference to any good influence which it might be expected 
to take on her practice, it may, commonly, be considered a 
nonentity. 

In a word, her ambition to see woman's talents called honor- 
ably into action, considered either in its universal or particular 
form, if great care be not taken to direct it, answers no other 
end than to raise, in her mind, wild, chaotic feelings ; to make 
her ignorant of the nature and tendency of the aspirations agi-. 
fating it ; and to hinder her from being ever satisfied with the. 
utmost quantity of riches and extent of power which a fond 
lover may bestow on her. 

But how is a woman's ambition to see, either herself in 
particular, or her sex in general, nused to honorable distinc- 
tion by the exhibition of talents, to be taught such a regular, 
•teady march, that it shall fit her for a high place in a good 
system of social order, instead of inciting her to embroil its 
operations? 

I answer, without hesitation, that it is men who must, in 
the first instance, watch over it, to open and secure to it a 
right channel. 

'Tie by the full, r^nlar developement of the species of 
ambition under consideration, that women can be made the 
principal agents to give efficiency to the orderly principle : 
and as the germs of this principle, though it is in their breast 
that they are destined to grow, and come to a valuable matu- 
rity, must first be communicated to them by men, so it is by 
the latter that the wish is to be inspired to them duly to 
r^nlate, while they fully unfold, their native ambitiqni and 
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that tlMf must b« twgki to imderiUnd lb« mode of dom^ 

80. 

Men, ihough they will alwayi be boimd to refnenber that it 
is on them that the obligation prtmartly lalls, to gire to wo* 
men's arabiti^m a suitable derelopement, and to maintain it in 
that state, will never, when tbey siBcerely seek to accomplish 
a duty of this nature, hare to lament tibeir efforts not bmnf^ 
snflciently ieeonded by that sex, to whose adTaatage they are 
immediately directed* 

Women are so much predisposed to becoming orderly, mag« 
nanimotts brfnge, when men, judiciously, seek to make them 
so, that scarcely will many of the latter have conceived, on 
broad, well adapted grounds, the project of carrying to its full 
perfection the character of the weaker sex, ere numbers of in- 
telligent women, entering into their views, and profiting of the 
fineness of their own perceptions as well as of- their know- 
ledge of the female heart, will show them how they may best 
accomplish their generous plans, and give to them the greatest 
extension comportable with the wise fulfilment of them. 



' NOTES TO THE TWENTY-SECOND CHAPTER. 

fSee pagee 69, J 

(a) The account transmitted to us, in the scriptures, of Ae lall af 
6rftt piu*eots» describes the diversity between their eharacttrs to hara been, 
even in their state of innocence, analogous to that which, as it appears to 
me, still distinguishes the male from the female one. Ambition lay so per- 
fectly torpid in Adam's breast, that, even when he feU, it was not that pas- 
sion which betrayed him int^ guilt : 'twas Inability to resist the seductive 
perenastoas of his fhDen companion. In Eve, on the contrary,.— though 
we might avppoae tliat wandering, Ineeasantly, in a lovely flower garden, 
wowld be a m^ds of pessing life still more completely aatia&ctory to her tlian 
to Adim, »ha ambition to rise to a higher state of eslsteoce was vsadily cb- 
cited ; not the ambition to per&rm stupendous taslcs from the hope of de- 
serving it ; but the ambition to realize the glorious end, of rendering her 
species lilce Gods, by merely an act ofdisobedience, the commi^ssion of which 
cost her no arduous exertion whatever. By involving her husband in her 
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ambition^ wbkh la pMuluur to the itfongcr Mx, Mag Ut Wote U «U Um Bt« 
of Ids descendants. Tbis amUtion does not so Hinch warm their jansglna 
tion by proposing to them some glorioais end worthy ef their pursuit, as It 
them stemy selfish and CBtcrpristog, by giTiag tbcaa noiiee of thafar 
of forces wldeh Ihef oi^ht to azertf lor the sake of relgnia^ 
overall tbe erealiureawhom thay nay have power to snbdae. WoBseo, la 
eeBaaqpMae^ fiponthetwaa tbattocaleaiMri, pffo«d]y» toglery In the natSva 
iorea of tlMlr ehai«elsr» beeaina eialaved by thtm. 

As the immadiatecanas thatlndnoMl the neee poirerlnl esK to deprivotito 
wsidcfur of thoM righia whkh» inn stotoeilher of innoosnee or perfeet etvi- 
iiaalinn U wonid poeseaii waa to foros women to baenbmleiiTe to their hua* 
baadaw the ponishment denooaeed against Ets waO) that ehe» cenridsred aa 
tbo repreaentntive of aU her female deeeendante, shonld bsbonnd to obey tho 
win of a wedded lord. It is to be presumed that Eve, unlcm she obtained 
some supernatural insight into futurity> had not any appreliension that thlo 
punishment would bear, so severely, on her sez» as it 1ms done. A% in her 
time, there eould be no gMiersl combination of an entire community of men 
to stir up inflexible pr^udices against the female eex, and to reduce it into 
slavery by oppressive laws ; as Adam waa laft» entirely, to consult his own 
snbiaased, natural feelings relative to his mode of treating her ; and that, 
erea in oar felkn natnr^ husband^ unlem they bf stqgnlarly dtpraved, or 
rmred aa4 trained under the empire of stem prq|vdiBcs, are more inclJnsJ 
to rvmemlwr, with oompassion^ lorbaaranca, their strength, and a frail 
woman's weakness, thsn to think that their superior force givce them any 
r^ht to act the tyrant towards a wedded companion, it la probable that Evo 
ever oontinned to find a husband'^ yoke nearly as easy as she had done ia 
thoae happy days of innocence^ when her subordination to Adam emanated 
from the eentiment of true order written in the hearts of both, and no wise 
originated from a proud, harsh consdousnese, on bis part, of being endowed 
with snperior strength. 

(&) The mental constitution of the two sexes seems to me to be, In many 
respects, modified dlffBcently, In snch a manner, that though they are di«* 
peaed to agree in vievrfng the same matters with a similar kind of interest, 
there iaatlll a dietlnction fan thefarmade of considering them which admitoof 
tbebr taking a usefial jnfinenoe over each other. 

One ^«*»M"«i of their being governed by the same general finlings, wMle 
they are disposed to take different and partial riews of the ends whither they 
point, is afforded by their sentiments, while still in a semibarlMirous stote, 
relatirely to the female eex. Both have a consciousness that, it ought to be 
tRoted with kindocssand libarality, yet both concur in a tyrannical ussge 
of it. 
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Tbe fenerous ftelinft of man toimrds it «n only awakened in the detail* 
by t])ie pnmnot of indlTidiial femalea : wUle in their abstrmet onlvenal man- 
ner of Tlewing the sex, they are eerere and deipotic. 

Women, on the contrary, Tiew their own wx, abstractly vpeakin^, with 
great kindne« ; bnt it aoon gives way, in their dealings with indiridaal% 
when tlieir angry or tyrannical passions are roused. 

Their general mode of thinlcing reqpeoting tlie female sex, does, however, 
often aifeet the oonduet of men and women towards it. The former, whore 
the general principles to which they would wish to suljeet it are of a harsh 
nature, are often tempted to comport themselves with sternness and nnfael- 
lag rigour towards individual females, if the women who have acquired In- ' 
fluence over them, do not, as they often do, compasssionatcly sympathiae 
with these sufferers of their sex, and soften them towards them. On the 
other hand, the influence of men often engagee women to use pity and hind 
forbearance towards each other. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 



ABSTRACT PRINCIPLES TO GUIDE THOSE WHO UK- 
DERTAKE THE DEVELOPEMENT AND FASHIONING 
' OF THE FEMALE CHARACTER. 

I shall now mention some abstract principles by which, I 
think, the persons ought to be guided, who would undertake, 
wisely, to develope and fashion the ambition of females. 

The desire of women to see their whole sex enact a bril- 
liant and majestic part on the globe, forms the first rudiments 
in them of an orderly sentiment of ambition. The instructors 
of women should, therefore, apply to rendering this desire no 
longer :irapid and abstract, by giving to it positive substance 
and directing it on real objects. Too much pains cannot be 
taken to make it proper to influence women's practice. By 
teaching them to be magnanimous and generous one towards 
another, and to recognise, in men, a sincere desire to engag-e 
each of them to identify, in practice, her honour with that .of 
every person of her sex, the formers of women's character 
would take the sure method of inspiring them with grateful 
veneration for that of men. 

Women will always, however they may learn to make noble 
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lentiments the law of their ciondtict towards eaeh other, still be 
aware that, were they abandoned to their native propensities, 
thej wonld be too prone to mutnal strifes and envjings. 

When, therefore, animated b j the counsek oi men, they 
soar far above such grovelling passions, they are thankfiil to 
their kind advisers ; and are sensible that they, too, most have 
a magnaaimons, generous way of tlunking, otherwise their 
minds would be blinded to the truth that their own interest 
calls upon them to promote, in women, lofty, disinterested 
sentiments, by habituating them to prove themselves on all 
occasions, in regard to persons of their own sex, staunch, 
steady friends, inclined sincerely to congratulate them on every 
deserved success. 

Women, however sunk they may be in passions which sow 
enmity among them, are still taun^t by instinct to consider 
that, men ought to be opposed to their operations. 

There is, therefore, no conduct which they despise so much 
as unmanly, in their male companions, as that of seconding 
them in contemptible disputes with each other. Nor ever do 
they recognise, so evidently, the superiority of the stronger 
sex to their own, as when a man, with a tone of digadty, 
re-establishes peace among two or more women quarrelling 
together. 

Did they generally see the lords of the creation go still 
farther, and not only endeavour to uphold women at a height 
in the social system, at which they would be as much called 
on as men to exercise the talents bestowed on them by nature, 
but also watch, incessantly, over them, to engage them, by 
their liberal treatment of their own sex, to forward the gene- 
rous intentions of their male protectors,— did women see men 
generally animated, in behalf of their weakness, with such a 
magnanimous spirit, they would freely allow that they merited 
to reign over them. Whenever a doubt rises in women's 
breast of men, considered abstractly, being worthy to com- 
mand them, it constantly hinges on the want of generosity 
that they manifest in cramping the mind of females, and not 
aDowing diem to compete with them in labouring for an honor- 
able independence. 

When the great orderly ground work of female ambition is 
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wdl estaUMied is s wMiio't mkBiy tad 1mm» foUyy pmiwrn l 
her, in actoal life, smeetely 1» rejoice in evseiy e^reaC bonor- 
able or pnifitable to msy deeerring pnWB of ber eex, tbea, 
ekoald sbe learn to do ber utmoet to deserve^ in ber own per« 
•on» boBotmble diitinctieas ; not £roni » oordid motive of niitfiA 
tmiMttn, but beesese, by rendering benelf a bitlfianl (Mna- 
ment to her eex, ibe can beatgi^porc it* dakns to ue toe ni» aad 
be serviceable to all mankind* In oonfotmity to tliie ]irittoip]ey 
women tbonld only enudato each other in endeavoari te de- 
eenro proofr of a high oonsidermtion. When they hare, to 
Ihis end, dene their ntaiott» they should then see, with humility 
-andwitlMHit repining, o&en preteved before them. They 
•honld be pleased to behold the marks of respect deserred by 
slMir sex bestowed on it, even though the particular woman 
who pioitod by the favoarable disposition towards it 4^ so- 
ciety, were a rivsL 

Bat how, it may be asked,- could women be induced to ex- 
hibit, towards each other, soeh magmnnmily and diai n ito c ee l ed- 
-ness, when men, who are less sulyect to viewing eompelitovs 
of their own sex 'with envious malignity^ are, nevertheless, 
eelish and pariialt in their contontions together, iw any kind 
of superiority? 

I answer, that nature, in the moral organisation of wousen, 
has prepared various resources which» if they were duly taken 
Advantage of, would cause them to set men the example of a 
disposition to, do to a rival the fullest justice. 

I shall, at present, mehtioB but one of them : 

It consists in their sense of their native weakness. Owing 
to this, whenever, in a perfect stats of civiliaatton, they saw a 
woman enjoying snch honorable advantages as, under the 'reign 
of lofce, she could have no pretonsions to, they would remem- 
ber that she was indebted for them to the true reign of order 
estabiished in the hearts of the universality of their feUow- 
oitisens, and this recollection wwdd be so Hvely/— more parti- 
cnlarly as Ihe matters occupying the attentioa of men wouM, 
centimMlly, remind their female coa[ipanion% that, under the 
reign of order, they allowed the feeble sex to share in the pre- 
rogatives which, under that of force, they would reserve, ex- 
clusively, to themselves,— ^that it would keep aH those princi- 
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ple« of wder^ to the ope»lio» of wUth they would be mN 
d«bted for tlieir high deralioB, ever {Nreeent to their thongfatob 
Among these principles^ there is none more ftrndasentaUy 
essential to the tapport of a system of cNrder thorongly eon- 
daeive to the pesfeetton of the female chanuster, than thai 
which preserUiea le all women to rejoice in the honorahie dia* 
tinetMNia and pva^esity whieh invest a sister, even thoi^gfa in 
doing so» they hail the snccess of a riraL 

Iff then, women are more iaelined than men, to ML an en* 
Tiona pang, on observing a pesson of tlieir sex mote fortunate 
than they, they wonU aiae^ were they raised to the highest 
laak in the world to which they might be endted by aa or# 
deriy social system, more constantly call to mini^ than mei| 
asaaUy do, thoae Ttrtnons pnneiples which comrnand ns to be 
magnanimocua and disinterested in aU our dealings, whether 
with indiTiduals or the public. SmaU, indeed, wonld be the 
eathnnaam kindled in them, by the spirit mfnsed throiighoat 
the nation aod their own impertani rank m it^ if, whem viit> 
taons painciplee came in cnntaet» in then boeoms^ witii sesw 
did passioBBi the fiMraser did not almost alwaya eosapieieiy 
trinmph.(a) 

Yesy they woidd anrely do sa in the steto of society which 
I have in view* Foe even now, nmch as women ase teniftai^ 
by firivokms^ paltry ocmpetifiene> ta hearken to* cantanptiUe 
passionsi Aey often kam to repulse, virtnousiy, every at> 
tempt of envy to obtain, in their besoms, the mastery ever 
g eaef ew s feelingn The pcinci^ that it beeomee dmm to r»> 
sisi, atrennonely, 1km incnaiona of this passion, is kept ever 
lively in their breast, by respect for the opinion of men,, and 
sympathy with their sentiments* 

Men, in «4iatever Aaerders they may indulge themselves^ 
stiy, instinct! voly, tarn to the paformanoe of an ottce> ap» 
pointed them.hy nataae, namely : that of rendering the hesfft 
of women the seat of the orderly principle. In nothing mere 
do they siu>w a disUke to any disorderly passion q^peaving the 
inmaeaof it, than in Aeir avevsion to witaeesing aary token 
of its being preyed on by oR^y* 

Tkey watch,. with a species of anxiety, to observe that one 
woman in her conversation concerning another, or in her deal- 
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iflgi willi her, doe^ not allow the kindi tieterly sympalhtet 
i^ich she ought to manifnty to be extingoifllied by a malig- 
nant dread of being edipeed by her. 

Women, too, hare a liirely, intaitire perception of the vi- 
gilanoe with which men obterre, whether they be inclined to 
▼lew female companiona with the eye of envy, and of the die- 
gnat and displeasore with which they witnen any aymptome of 
their doing so. Nor is there any point on which women are 
more ambitions to conciliate the good opinion of the male por- 
tion of their society, than in proving that they are just and 
full of kind feelings towards all persons of their sex, eren 
towards those whom they hare reason to look upon as daa« 
gerous riTals. 

The satisfaction with which men view the female from whose 

■ 

mind they believe enry to be entirely expunged, and the am- 
bition of women to deserve, their good opinion, by holding 
themselves free from this passion, I certainly consider to be 
the cause, that, even now, it seems to be, frequently, gready 
efl^Kod from the bosoms of the women who are mnch accus- 
tomed to the society of men, distinguished by an enlightened 
solid understanding. 

Envy is a passion so universally felt to be extremely de- 
grading, that, once we conceive the wish to prove ounelves 
free from it, in that lively manner in which it is often felt by 
the female companions of rational men, an earnest desire is 
Bwakened in us, not merely to hold out the appearance of 
being strangers to it, but really and truly not to suffer our 
hearts to be debased by the entertainment of such a hateful 
vice. 

However, owbg to little pains being at present taken to 
attune, to the principles of order, the tone of society, the 
aversion of men to see women under the domination of envy, 
does not tell in that uniform, useful manner, which it might 
do on the female mind. 

First — Idle, fashionable young men, whose instinctive feel- 
ings only, not their well digested principles, teach them to 
dislike envy in women, do not scruple hinting, with acrimony, 
to the persons of the sejc the most free from the government 
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of that passioDy that they are under Its dominion, if they mark 
a dissent from them, when they are bestowing extravagant, un- 
desenred praise on a female who holds their fancy captive* By 
this abuse of the influence possessed by men to repress envy 
in women, they bring the sentiments of the former, touching 
the peraons preyed on by this passion, into contempt with tko 
latter^ and cause them to grow indifferent to making them fa* 
vourable to them» 

Secondly — These same conceited, fluttering coxcombs, from 
being pwfectly convinced that ail women must, at^ heart, have 
an envious dislike to each other, cannot listen, with patience, 
to the praise bestowed by a female on a person of her own 
•ex, who, for any species of excellence whatever, appears to 
bave some pretensions to admiration. They conclude that her 
language is not sincere, and, anxious to see her <^n her heart 
to them without disguise, as well as desirous to please her, 
they inveigh, with petulance, against the object of her eulo- 
gtams, and will not be satisfied unless she join them. This 
they generally succeed in engaging her to do, or, at least, they 
indnce ber silently to acquiesce in their censures. 

She iS) in general, too anxious to please them, lest they 
should be tempted to desert her society, to be willing to peiw 
iist in according praise to the object of their animadversions. 
She would, particularly, run a great risk of for ever offending 
them, did she, resolutely, sustain the commendations she at 
first bestowed on a female, whom they choose peremptorily to 
aflim to be no wise deserving of them. Such is every man^ 
coQscioaaness that it beediBes him to be mote generous towards 
individnab of die female sex than they are towards each other, 
that, whenerer a man launches out in an unbecoming stnun 
against a woman in the company of other persons of her sex, 
he is mortified and stung with Taxation, if they do not afford 
to his satirical observations suGh.enconragement, as nmy prove 
that they consider them truths to which an honorable minded 
man may, without derogating from hu character, give utter*- 



Qn the other hand, he freely allows of their inveighing as 
much as they please, against any of their female acquaintance, 

TOU HI. F 
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When lie hean them despitefitltyrail against pemoaa of their 
•ex, he keeps silence, enjoying the thoughts of his own supe- 
riority in soaring, comparatirelj speaking, above the re^on of 

lotr, matignsnt passions. 

TUfdlf — The dread of being contidefed e&Tioas by bbob, if 

they do not agree with them when they hear them praise any 

partienhr female, commonly retains women in too sarrUe a 

subjection to their opinion. It makes them assent to their 

eommendations, when, perhaps, more opportunity to obeerre 

the object of them, and greater coolness soundly to form a 

judgment of her titles to encomiams, make them well aware 

that ^y are bestowing on her T^ry unfounded praise. By 

thus saying what they do not think, women learn to oonfovad 

the dictates of envy with those of truth, and, instead of ox* 

peUhig, from their hearts, this odious passion, to shot it wf 

there, witli an intention not to give rent to it till they can do 

so without imprudence. 

To hare the dislike of men to female enry, be of use in 
teasUag women sincerely to spurn this pamion irom dieir 
bosoms, it should not appear to the latter so restless and riva- 
dons as that they might expect it to take the alarm, iriien- 
Ofori in the presence of men, they passed, on a female, the 
fiyrest, most desenred censure, or timt a regard to truth Ibr- 
bade them joining in her praise. 

'Tis the disposition of their heart that ought to be affected, 
by their resolution not to disgrace themselves by appearing 
esrious. 

This 4isposilion shonld be so enlarged and aseUowody as 
to indnee them to take totally diffiBrent views of weason'a eha- 
laofeer and aitoationy from what they would do weto lihey go- 
vetned by invidious pamioas, and to engage thorn nover to 
lose si^ of any of tiw maltipiMnty of eonsidoratiesMi» iriuch 
claim for females tendawom and iadtdgouee* 
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KOTB TO THE TWEHTY-THIBB CHAPTEE. 

(Smptig§79.J 

(•) TWiif h CHTy be usiiallj a le« lifdj pMiion In «Ma than in 
Ihif 0^ BOTMAhokH^ MilappaMito »c^ oAmmt vnder ita d<iilnifln, be- 
fai tiK fTMHit ftale of vMlaty lh« pfiadplw by wliieb t^eirtkovU 
t|il« p«lii«H avi B*t miAfliciHlr raoaOed to their atteqtiom Wbi^ 
«OTi4aMt taiid to xaaUiig them feel, witkriTacitf^ that. In their comp^U- 
tlene with each other, they thoald fortify their hearti egainst the InTaaioiia 
of 10 Tile a faeiloii, would be a jealooi anxiety to keep their sex worthy of 
bononr and rererenoe in the eyes of women. But as, in the present state 
of society, tike latter are, nsoally, so totally removed from the seeneo of men*a 
aMn, tha^ when dashing rltweand Intermis IbtqIvo them in cwmpetltlmi 
trfth aack elhm^ ttsir mnllKnant paesinne an not ow c om e by tha dsein ta 
ftpperfttWrvKinifPPm'ftvtfamitfom andbyawa of th^opinloiiy th«f 
vatf^^tf ffan4tl|aee|amiaMf eDi|rmcheG|Eedby no other oopsidexatifm 
thin dsvMt of |ha pensnre of other man. This may serve t^ mahe them ei|- 
deavsar to diigaise the nature of the enrions passions prompting them to 
■nlrlni, intemperate eondiict, bi|t U does i|pt stir up an|»ther spirit within 
them, exciting them to be, at heart, truly Just and noble^ 



CHAPTER XXIV. 




4K SVOlfB^ATiPV OF VABIOI7S CAUSES RSSULTINQ PEOM THB 
ftQMJkh OftQANI^ATlON OF WOM£K, WHICH RSKDER THEM FRONB 
TO BB CONTBNT^OUS WITH, AND SEVERE 09 EACH OTHBR. 

ft «9«kl \m Tcvy m^art to tUak, or^ry timo tha* wmiffi 
faamlled together, wken, if either of Iho portiet wcbo filled 
nviioqpint of Bu»denitioB» Ihef might eeeily ohido in 
iBi» Aot one of theat qiait hoire aa eBvioa% or at leaat 
very aeffflBOBtoiis temper. 

WoBMtt't qaanelB oftem^pear to aae to iifier very little 
Aom thoeo of yooqg ehiUren. 

IWy do aot give the naooBBeraed ^ctatora fny had opi- 
moa of their hearts, but aiarely prove to thorn that there is 
egvaal waai aoiOBg then of tempevBte, aoimd seasis. 

Aa I coMJiar that it ia of the utmost importaace toirards 
piaii^tiug woBMii'a aharaetar, that they shonld he taught 
cendoct themselves rationally and amiaUy in thsir relatioas 

p2 
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with each other, I shall, in thig chapter, point out those pe- 
culiarities of natural disposition which lead them to he con- 
tentious with, and severe on each other, even where they are 
neither perversely minded nor ill tempered.(a) 

First — The restless vivacity in their minds of the elements 
of the irritahle passions, and their frequent incapacity te 
prevent, by means of cool, rational reflections, their sud- 
denly kindling there, are frequently the cause of their mutoal 
dissensions. 

One woman's conversation or actions, unintentionally servea 
as matches to light up in another a flame of anger> which ia 
again augmented by the keen o£Pence taken at it, and whick 
renders, in its turn, more violent the wrath encountering il ; 
so that an imagined (grievance, that could easily, at first, hare 
been explained away, and was not irorth attention, beooine9» 
by a reciprocation of invectives, the occasion of a bitter, last- 
ing enmity. 

Their metaphysically dbposed imagination, which shouldr 
and often does, cause them to have a deeper, pitying feelings 
for the sorrows of their feUow-creatures, causes, also, their 
malignant passions, where they are left unsubdued in their 
breast, to rage against their antagonists with greater fury and 
acrimony. 

Secondly — Unmarried women frequently judge wives se- 
verely, in regard to their disagreements with their husbands^ 
from being buoyed up with a confidence in their own ability 
to manage almost any husband so dexterously, as to be able to 
live happily with him. 

When, therefore, they see a wife who fiula in pleasing hftr*s, 
they harshly blame her, believing that they would act much 
better in her place. 

Married women, also, though they syn^thiie more with 
wives unkindly treated by their wedded lords, yet, if th^ 
live h^pily with a husband, are sometimes inclined sternly to 
condemn them for not doing the same. 

Thirdly — Women olT good sense and good intentions, ase 
often betrayed into too great a severity towards their 8ex» by 
the manner in which their mind operates, when it is laying in 
stores of wisdom for its own use. 
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It nake« itself the centre to which all Iti principles refer, 
and osaally attains so fine a discernment, in laying down rules 
for its own gai dance, as is rarely, I believe, equalled by men. 
Bat it seldom thinks of quitting its special position, in order 
to place itself in the centre of all human nature, thence to 
learn fairly to estimate the allowances that justice and bro- 
therly loTe require it to make, for the weaknesses besetting 
the endless variety of characters which distinguish the human 
species, and the temptations arising from the infinite cpmbi- 
Batioo of circumstances wherein the individuals belonging to it 
are placed. No allowance will they, therefore, make for any 
sort of imprndence in females, from which their principles 
keep them free. 

Men, comparatively speaking, know how to judge mankind, 
from taking general views of their constitution, without any 
reference to partial principles. They, in particular, are com- 
monly disposed to judge women in this manner, which is one 
cause of their often treating them more generously and more 
rationally than they are treated by one another. However, 
wbea it appears that a woman's too great severity, in censur- 
ing a sister's conduct, proceeds from the motive under consi- 
deratioo, it has something so re9pectable in it, that those who 
iroald teach her greater liberality, should use both gentleness 
aod caution in their mode of correcting her.* 

Fourthly — ^Not only are women apt to censure, too severely, 
her who does not act as they would, in certain given circum- 
stanees, hot they frequently blame, unjustly, the female who 

* The cauMs of women'*8 defect of charity to persons of their own sex 
tmted of in Ibe above and ensiiiiig article, proceed from tke eame general, 
coiMtitatMoal principle, with thai which makes the subject of the article 
preceding the last, namely : a tendency in each individual to erect herself 
into a staodard of right, to which all other womca are blameable^ If they 
do aet atilctiy con£Drm. 

Bat this general principle operates differently, to produce the three d«u 
fects !n question. In causing women to he subject to the first, or that which 
pniafto the m to be too severe on wiTe% it excites them, without expe. 
riencc and filled with a blind presumption, to judge that, In their place, they 
could do much better. 

In fcodveiiig the aeoood defect, it determines women to consider others 
M being too rigidly bound by laws which they have laid down for their own 
«<mdnet, and the wisdom of which has stood the test of experience. 

la the third case, aa I am going to show, this principle is ■obordioato to 
•ne of vanity. 
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has to encounter embamuMing Incidents, which, they htTe 
ion to thinki would not occur to them, as though ihe had bMii 
Exposed to them by her own fault. Thus, k well b^mred, fai« 
bfPensire woman, destitute of attractions, usually finds ev^ry 
man in society strictly polite, and So resenred as to ohrt s r re all 
ihe roles of propriety laid down by the most rigid pnide. 

In consequence, should a lorely female oottpaaioti, equally 
unconscious of ill, happen to be addtressed, by a maa> with Sae 
mucht^edom, it is ten to one but She will sternly Maws her 
for baring given him undue encouragement, since she nvvjar 
knew any man forget the respect due to a woman> who did 
not first forget it herself. 

Fifthly — Women are severe on indiTidnals of their ow» 
se jc, because they think that it is to t£em that nature has given 
tiie clearest discernment of the beauties of her scheme of ao* 
cikl order, as it ought in prirate life to affect our conduct and 
demeanour ; and that it is they who, agreeably to that schane^ 
should be warmed with the most lively attachment to it. 

It is they, no doubt, who, were our social polity eslirely 
corresponding to nature's views of national perfection, wovld 
set the most lively example of minds, all whose than^itay 
feelings, and social tastes, were strictly in keeping with 
blished institutions and customs. But thus to mkke the 
ties of order beam from every particle of a woman's uund, ahe 
must have been first gradually penetrated with an intiasate 
knowledge of its laws, and with a profeund affsctkm fer tlieir 
precepts, by the example and sentiments of her peculiar la* 
strnctors, as well as of most of the persons admitted into 
her society, particularly of her male friends and air-nuaiiit 
ance. * 

Women readily learn to be quick sighted in spying out 
each other's defects, though they may not have acqulMd SkaH 
profound, enlightened attachment, to virtue and deconmiy 
wMch would save themselves, in critical sitaa^ons, from Tsao or 
indiscretion. 

Such is the rivacity and mobility of a woman's imagination, 
that, when temptations to guilt or folly attract its notice, if 
she have not learned to keep with affection, ever preaeas to 
her mind, all the inducements which engage her to adhero 



10 {irefereiice» to virtue and the Imri of jproprkty;, ske be- 
oonnes go completely daassled by the visioot whieh tkote dan* 
geroos temptations ipread before her rnindt that she Bees oo- 
thing beyond them. In the realization of them* it seems to 
her that all happiness in concentrated, nay, even all glory and 
caase of tnumph^b) 

It is not enonghy then, that intelligent meUi by their heha* 
noor and conversation^ cenvey to women such jnst notion^ 
respecting the deportment becoming thea^ .that they can 
qaiddy perceive whatever is justly censurable in . a sister':S 

\i • 

They have not succeeded in penetrating them wdxh thosf 
delicate^ clear ideas, concerning an accomplished female dia- 
ractoTt which arise in the mind of Jnen, and ought ito pass 
thence into that of women, till they have joyuressed on the 
heart of each individual female under their influence, a chaste^ 
gsnaise type of «vMaauly dignity, imd tAugbIb her constantlj 
to apply, to the r^pdation ^ herself the principles which shf 
wonid elicit from studying it. 

Those who consider the female jnind as being placed I^ -na- 
lnr% celasively to its mseeptibility to orderly impressions, in 
a gieat dependence on the conduct jmd conversadon of meiy 
might to be determined to judge women, charitably, by Ihe in- 
^bence of strong inducements, which cannot be expected Uf 
hareany weight with the persons vho belie vj^ that an atjtaclh 
meat to the virtues of social life, and to refined behaviouJ^ 
oaghtio orjginafe with women. 

Sixthlj-^ Women are induced to criticise, incessantly, th^ 
eeadncftof jpersona of.their own sox, by a belief ihatit is their 
province to Jceep watch over their hdiaviour. 

To this belief they ane led, not merely i>y jtheir exdnsion 
fiiom the affaixaof men, and their limitation to enydoyments 
which put them^ continually^ in relation with each other. 
That it is their office to judge persons .of their sex is, J thinli^, 
told them by a feeliog instinctively implanted in them. 

They oaght^ no doubt, to learn to exercise this office witb.|i 
liberality and oaadonr of which it too often occnrst that they 
do noty at present^ give proof; but still, I believe, that man/ 
important advaDl^es would accrue, in a well constituted stat^ 
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of society, firom their being habitaally, and 'sometimes eren 
solemnly, called upon, to declare their sentiments of each 
other. Were they accustomed to do so, under ;the inspection 
of enlightened men, and were the ambition roused in them to 
obtain esteem on those occasions, by the impartial wisdom and 
cool sagacity exhibited in their judgments, they would quickly 
learn to discriminate, in women's character, every shade of 
right and wrong with a fine, equitable accuracy ; which would 
teach them to avoid pronouncing unreasonable decisions ; whe- 
ther those proceeding from too great a leaning to severity,- or 
th^se caused by such a dread of being accused of it, as might 
expose them to the temptation of exercising a pernicious 
indulgence. 

By thus training women ever to discuss the merits and 
faults of persons of their own sex, with enlightened impar- 
tiality, their instructors would take the best method of form- 
ing them to solidity of judgment, generosity of sentiments, 
and a clear discernment of the worth of virtue and good or> 
der. 

Women thus trained, would also be of unspeakable us^, in 
a society vested with the power of assigning an honourable 
reward to the most deserving females. 

Nor, indeed, could such a society rightly peribrm this part 
of its functions, unless the objects chosen to receive tokens of 
its esteem, were principally selected by observant, liberal 
minded women. 

The finest models of female worth of^ pass unnoticed by 
men ; who commonly make few observations on any woman, 
except on her who knows how to attract their notice, or on 
the one whose manners shock their principles or taste. 

For instance, when they meditate, abstractly, on female 
characters, the idea of excellence which they particulariy de- 
light to contemplate is, that of a woman who remains faithful 
and tender to an unhappy husband, plunged in adversity by 
his own fault ; who never upbraids him with past, irreparable 
errors ; who consoles, who cheers, who counsels him, and by 
her wise exertions makes the best of his situation. Yet, not- 
withstanding their theoretical esteem and tenderness for such 
$ wife, it appears to me that in practice,-^except in some 
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efaanoe cases where the reverses of a great man fix atten- 
tioD — there is nothing in respect to an unhappy neighboor that 
ilief more oyerlook than the condact of his wife, if it be sa 
exemplary as to correspond to this model. Should they hear 
ker praised, they will be likely to cut short an irksome topic, 
by coolly and sternly observing, that she does but her duty. 

At the same time the wife who, after having received far 
less provocation, comes to an open rupture with her husband, 
though she be condemned by their abstract principles, excites, 
Irequently, in them, great commiseration and interest, because 
she finds an opportunity to awaken their sympathy. 

Women, being neither so sensible to the emotions of this 
affection, when it is other women who try to raise them ; nor 
yet impelled by a sense of their dignity, to disregard the con- 
duct of those females who do not force themselves into notice, 
are not tempted to be, in practice, different from what they 
are in theory. They see and justly appreciate all those fea- 
tares in the clutecter of individuals of their sex, which elude 
tiie observation of men. 

Though they may rise to the height of these latter, to judge 
iromen with pity and indulgence, they do not mix, in their 
judgments of them, that peculiar kind of sternness which is 
often reproached to men, and which proceeds from forgetful- 
oess or ignorance of their feelings. 

It therefore particularly depends on women, of a sound 
understanding, and judiciously indulgent towards their sex, 
to prevent any species of female virtues, however they may 
timidly shun the light, from being overlooked by those who 
may be entitled to bestow on them a public testimony of ap- 
probation. 

Serenthly — Women appear sometimes ill disposed towards 
persons of their sex, solely because they see them much ad- 
Bured by men ; yet their motive for being displeased on ob- 
serving them to be the objects of their gallant attentions, is 
aot precisely envy, though it must be avowed that it is one 
which readily incites that passion to spring up within them, 
and which has a great tendency to amalgamate with it. 

Hie original motive of their displeasure is, not vexation at 
the homage paid to 9t female fiompaaion, by individuals of the 
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•tlier 80X ; it is Ihe dutfttUkelimt wkick Amy led •! kiwujing 
eompany with b vnmasa^ whose mind is too nmch eng gp s se d hj 
the ambition to oharm men, to allow of their setting wamA 
Tahw on female society* Women lore to be «f snch import- 
aaoe in the eyes of the individnals of their own seac» triiose 
soeiety they fnqaeatf that they shall bestow on tiism a sym* 
pathy so full, as amply to attest that their mind is eompletely 
dead to all those emotions of love and oofBetry, which wooM 
natoraliy divert 'tt from thinking of them. 

S\ew, I belierey are the amiaUe single wemeny sineeroly 
contented to pass tfarongfa life, wathovt inspirisig *ear feeling 
any amorous flame, who do net esoeate ameh wterast m their 
own sex, and receive, from varieas peieons bebnging to i^ 
m^joestiomible pros^ of regard* 

The mind of women would soon grow hard^ withered, and 
Mstracted, did they genesally refuse to be on a smcen^ 
friendly feottng, with any person of their sm^ exoepting these 
in whom the desive to appear lorely to men, aeesned totaUy 
extinct* It is necessary towards keepii^ their smaginatisn 
brilliant, their taste elegant, and their feeUngs softly expan- 
sive, l9nt they know how, £rem «]rmpathy with men, to view 
with deKght 1^ lovely female whose attraetionfl justly capti^ 
TSJte their admiration* 

However, though sentiments of pleasuve^ 'in the contem* 
plation of a fesoinating feir -one, efaoold be kept -alivB in the 
breast of women, it is a wise provision of nature that they 
are peculiarly inclined to befriend the single persons of tiieir 
sex, who have renounced all pretensions to ewxthig, in die 
bosoms of men, a lover's emotions* 

Though often such women highly deserve consideiatien 
for their modest, unassummg worth, yet, if thehr own sex 
were not quicker than men to discover it, and lend ttem 
the requisite support, they would be doomed to go thvengk 
life utteriy helpless and forlorn. 

EighAly'^-Amlable women eflen seem prompt te disagvee 
with persons of thehr own eex, beeoueetHiey get^nte wurtanse 
with them, in cases in whtdi men can easily a««id doing eo* 
¥he latter have no great difllenky in aetrngeonstandy towards 
their -acqnaintanee with due Undness, without wesring that 
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of a propMititjr wwkly lo yieM to fMing* of 
, of iHiich ettcraachiitg spirilsaro so uracil tempied to 



Thoj can, particnlarly, with tlM gteatest fiKility, vMally 
AHMBStvato, in tlioir retetioM with wonmi) a wiUisgiraM tp 
y m iJ o r tiNM Ofwy torTioe which ean prove them lo be^ with 
good fc O iM o > fbHy under tho gov^enuDent of ImAy gentlemanly 
fedings, and yet which do not tempt the pervont whom they 
oMigOy to fbim, on tiieir goodneiSy nn^frwrastaMe claims. 

MtBn are so independent of women and so mnch Ireer than 
ikffff that it is ei^y for likem to make them aware that when 
chey tarn ont of ^eir way to senre them» they o«ght to ML 
gtfsntf y fndehted to them^ and that they oaglit to gmad sgaiMt 
cealiag dioir good diBpo^ion> hy maiung nnreasoaaUe 4e* 



Bat reej diAcalt is it for a woman never to appear 
to the calis of Idnd^ considerato hnmanity, without leading her 
aeyiiAitnnce to believe that an amiable weakness eaqposes heir 
to the danger of being readily made a dape. Womeoy espe- 
cially, seem to be tought by instinct, to suppose, that a femala 
eaanot indnlgently feel for them, unless her bosom be so over- 
irhdmed with tender feelings, that they can, readfly, mnd her 
to their wilL Should they be emboldened by thb idea to pre^ 
same, nnreaaonably, an the sympathetic feelings Whidi they 
have Been a woman manifest towards them, the latter has^ 
anally, no way of escaping ^[uietly from her oonnezion with 



6ha mwt remain in the position which originally gave them 
aa oppovtanity to make such reauurks on ike goodness of her 
hssriy aa haveled them to think her incapable of refusing what- 
war thay may aak of her. When, in oonseqnence, she sees it 
■seessary to assnme, in her relations with diem, a more re* 
iorved, forbidding air, she seldom succeeds in making such a 
remarkable change in her manners, otherwise than by usher- 
isigitin by an open quanreL 

As far as my knowledge goes, men have very rarely occa- 
ma to display, in their rdations with individuds, such a mix- 
tare of firmness, moderation, and sober kindness, as women 
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musl often, among each other, exhibit, in order to prerent 
their mildness and humanity from being imposed upon, and, 
at the same time, ever observe a line of conduct that beoomei 
considerate, pitying females.* 

Ninthly — Another cause of women's appearing fickle and 
unkind to their own sex, is the enthusiastic precipitation with 
which they frequently sympathise in the emotions which lovely 
females cause men to feel. 

Ido not believe, — as I have already mentioned, — ^that, were 
women entirely withdrawn from the influence of the other 
sex, they would have any just, well combined notions, res- 
pecting what constitutes female beauty ; nor would they be 
much more a£Pected with pleasure on beholding it, than young 
infants are. The latter, from the first dawn of intellect, ge- 
nerally prefer a handsome, pleasing looking face, to an ugly, 
harsh one, and so, perhaps, would women, respecting each 
other. But, I believe, that female beauty would in general 
be little heeded by thlBm, so occupied would they be with me- 
taphysical researches into the moral dispositions of their comr 
panions« 

But the case is different when women are much accustomed 
to observe the impression made by persons of their sex on 
those of the other. Then do they learn to estimate, with sur- 
prising perspicuity, both the sensibility of men to female 
beauty in general, and also, all the various kinds and grada- 
tions of impressions which every individual of womankind, 
whom they have opportunity to observe, is qualified to make 
on them. The consequence is, that the heart of the woman 
thus precisely acquainted with the effects of love on men, and 
with the fitness of each female to awaken in them that pas- 
sion, becomes completely as a mirror, reflecting back, on seeing 
any lovely person of her half of the creation, those emotions 

• Unless a woman be independent of the female by whom she is treated 
capriciously or tyrannically, it is almost impossible for her, howercr dis- 
tinguished she may be by her moderation and good sense, to contrive to con- 
duct herself with such discretion, that she shall not be grievously tormented 

by her. If she behave so as to merit from her respect and consideration 

which, were she independent, is what would best ensure her living at peace 
with her, — she may only exasperate her to such a degree, as to make her 
aggravate her sufferings, and vent on her a greater excess of ill humour. 
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whicli she is adapted to excite in individiials of tlie lordly sex. 
Nay, as women's imagination, when it is in a state of excite- 
ment, is of a very inflammable natore, as they also think 
too madi of afiairs of lore, from their mind beings precluded 
soch occapations as woald render it sedate ; it often happens 
^lat an attractive fair one is viewed with a more rapturous ad- 
miration by persons of her own sex, than by most men, as 
though it were the former that nature had invested with an 
ardent sensibility to female charms. 

The women who thus suffer an enthusiastic fondness for some 
admired fair one to be vehemently kindled in them, cannot sup- 
port it long, since it is not alimented by any real want or solid 
feeling. 

If, even among men, a violent but superficial passion is, 
sometimes, followed by an insuperable antipathy to its object, 
it may well be concluded that women, too, must feel a g^eat 
dislike to the fair one who once held their extravagant imagi- 
nation captive, when it breaks loose from her chains ; more 
particularly, as the chilling coldness with which the rebound of 
this faculty must cause them to view her, is but too favourable 
to stirring up in them an envious recollection of how iQUch her 
pretensions may clash with theirs. 

Tenthly — One cause which I shall now mention of women's 
appearing too much inclined to live in discord together, might, 
I think, did I affect, in all my definitions, a logical precision, 
be considered by me as a branch of the one of which I have 
treated in the last article. I allude to the violent, but short 
lived fnendships which women, sometimes, form together. 

I consider the disposition to contract such friendships to 
branch out from women's general propensity to admire, owing 
to their sjrmpathy with men, those persons of their sex who 
appear lovely in their eyes; because I believe that such « 
fnendship b rarely formed, where the parties engaged in it do 
Boty somehow, appear as objects of love to each other. Bach 
either looks upon her friend as charming, and entertains for 
her, by the power of imagination, sentiments greatly assimi- 
lated to those which she is proper to inspire to men, or else,^- 
what is commonly the case — onoi if not each of them, reminds 
her friend of her being a proper subject of amorous affection. 
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by nnidag loTe cM^dtficet tad lamtBtilieBt tfM Wk of their 

A tMle for those fine ientimeiiUd dw Ir aM Oij wd Ughly •» 
oited sontibilitiesy aeoa Taniahet anidtt the lolid intHreeli vhieh 
life 80 aboadaiitlly preeeet^ and then the friend whose oow 
satloa encouraged the imagination of her oonpanien to 
tain itself at an extravagant pitoh,* oomnumly eeaaes to plenae* 

It ia wel]« tQQ» if the friends, from baring been taoght to 
form, on the attachment of each other, sneh ptetensiona as 
they cannot fnlffiy do not nsher in their coolness by an <^n 
qnarreL 

It is, I think, vnfortnnate that giris, in general, lean to loolc 
on a disposition in women to form, among each other, steady, 
ardent friendships, as a feature o£ snob rare beanty in their 
character, that most men belieTO it incapable of exhibiting it. 
The consequence is, that almost every woman, in her yontht 
flatters herself that she has something highly admiraUe in her 
natnre, for few are those who do not feel themselres disposed 
to form a warm friendship with some of their female eompa- 
nions. They are» sometimes, so pleased with finding that they 
are inflamed with this kind of afieotien, that they imagine it 
more sacred than the ties which nnite diem to their own 
nearest relations* This notion often dees not hinder them 
from qniokly dissolving their friendshqis as soon aa they grow 
irksome to them. Having been tanght to consider themselves 
eapricions and inconstant in their relations wiA eaeh other, 
they make no scnq>le of being so^ when ifc sbsIs Ank ennve 
nienosb 

Wming once begun to indulge such a voktile djspeaitien, it 
is to be frared that they may afterwards dispby it on mora 
fanportant occaaioas. At all events, these vieksit friendships 
while they last, rarely fidl to do nisshief, by the greet e«titn- 
ment which they give to the iaagiaaaion of the frir friesris, 
^riMi, if they allow themselves leisure to talk together of any 
thing excepting a tender afiur of the heart, genentty, as I be- 
lieve^ employ it hi descanting en some briUinnt pisswnHy, in- 
teresUng to their vanily and Am |asteftr plaasnse^ or elsn en 
some motive of diseentsnt with thefit natural friends. 
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TluMe wko woald with to imboo m girl with joti priociplefli 
in regard to ker datiet towards her tez, ihoiildy I thinh» 
tetdly diBooniitoaanoe tho ftbe and illibend idea, of women 
Mag incapahlo of eontraotiag a solid firienddiip with each 
other* 

But they shoold carefiiUy instil into hor mlnd» that a female 
does hendf hoaonr» not by sleadUy perseTorliig in an ill 
chosen friendship, which women sometimes dor-^whether 
from pride, or oonstaaey in affeotion, I ahall not stop to exa- 
mine, — ^bnt by seleoting and abiding by friends,, her choice of 
whom obtains the approbatioB of her parents and husband ; 
and in general aerres to attract towards her sooioty tho mem- 
hsrs of her frnily, instead of repelling them from it. 

Never, to please me, has there been a higher compliment 
paid to female friendships, than what some hns b aods hare 
been known to nttor, wko have declared, that in the hoar of 
trial, the persons who had proved themaelres the most faith- 
Ad friends to them and their frmiKes, were the early compa- 
nions of their wiTes.(e) 

The eleventh and last way, in which I aoconat for the seve- 
rity of women to their own sex, is in their not being predia- 
posed by natare, otiierwiae than as they are led by the exam- 
ple of men, to feel in their boeems the woricings of that par- 
tisohur sentiment of hononr, which I shall call the gentlemaaly 
principle. 

dearly to vnlbld my meaning, I think it belier to explain 
■SMuwhat at large, what I nnderstand by this prineiplo. 

I do not designate by the term, a ** gaUlenumfy prmeqUt,'' the 
kws *«»^»T*^^g from those sentiments, that sssame die title 
ef gentbmanly, and have no other effect on him who boasts 
his pomeasian cf them than that of exciting him, amgandy, 
to dictate to others thmr mode of behaving to Um. A prin- 
ciple sanctioning sndi sentiments is, necessarily, confined to 
Ae yghcr rlamni, sinee they, alone, can intrench themselvns 
in rales preventive of a mde fiuniliarity. 

It also eaeoarages narrow-mindedness and ferocity, for it 
owes its dominion over man's heart, not to a mngnanimoas, 
enlightened spirit, but to pride and a conscioasness of meriting 
contempt. 
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The gentl^maiily principle wliichi coiiiidflr trriy to deMrre 
that name, determines, no doiibt, him whom it aniiMitae, not 
to submit iq unworthy treatment, but it eaguges him to be 
etiU more anxious net to deseire it. It impels him, above utt 
things, to watch over his own sentiments and conduct,, tfaait 
they may be suitable to the dignity of his nature ; so that, 
even where he is highly proroked, ho may soom to lake bar- 
barous vengeance. 

It is entirely in the light in which it i^pears enformng ge^ 
nefous, magnanimous proceecUngs towards offenders, that I 
am now'considerittg the gentlemanly princ^ie. 

I also presume that, viewed in that light, it might, in a 
well organised nation, extend its dominion over every dan 
of society. 

It prepares those over whom it reigns, lor humanely aoknb w- 
ledging that transgressors ought to be tried by a milder law 
than the sanguinary one of talion. 

It is true, that it only teaches them that it is beneath them 
to inflict on an enemy the punishment prescribed by a vhr- 
dictive passion, and that it does not suggest to them the abso* 
lute principle of such a punishment not being ever wammted 
by the laws of justice. However, as it gives to th^r mind a 
lofty direction towards* the same humane pitdi to which ihat 
prtnoiple^ acknowledged in practice^ would raise it, it nmdets 
the task of inculcating it to them, by the precepts of religion 
and philosophy, far more easy in its execution. Ner do I 
think it probable that, had gentlemanly feelings been denied 
to man, however his understanding might have been .cultivat- 
ed, he would ever have arrived at moulding his national laws 
on the principle, that the greatest criminals should be traated 
with all the demenoy consistent with the good of society. 

This gentlemanly principle is not indigenous to women's 
breast. They are often more tender and oompassioaate than 
men ; but it is melting goodness that prompts them to be so, 
and not a sense of its. being beneath them to rage against an 
enemy. Whenever they are not enlightened by sympathy 
with men, they constantly imagine the law of talion to be a 
very equitable one. They cling to this notion with gpreat per- 
^tinacity; and, if their religion or humanity do not hinder 
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tbem from aetaog MccMrdiagiy, they have no natire pride wUch 
eaa iNrereni them. YiekKng tkeaiMAfeSf theB^ implidtly up to 
tkal ierociooB desire to wreak vengeaaoeei whieh the belief 
dat Ae law of talkm is that of true jnsticey naturally makes 
m feel ; and beings besides, prepossessed with the notion that, 
is SB interoonrse between men and women, the latter ooght to 
take the lead in redueingv by their example, the former to 
fsod beharionr, diey, Fory consistently with their general way 
of thinking, when they hear of a misdemeanor involving a 
person of each sex, feel peculiar indignation against the fe-> 
male and long to see a pitiless punishment inflicted on her. 

Thb severity of women towards their own sex is the more 
remarkable, as it makes a striking contrast with the usual pro- 
ceedings of men, 

T1m» gratlemoaly prindple which engages the latter to pn*^ 
aish oienders, rather for the maintenance of the estaUished 
order, than firom a spirit of vengeance, particularly speaks to 
them in favour of frail, weak woman, and rallies round the 
impressions wluch she makes on their mind. Too often, in an 
ill organised state of society, the gentlemanly principle does 
not take the wide developement of which it would be suscep- 
tible, nor engage them, alsoy to exercise demency towards 
their own sex, as for as the support of good order admits of 
their doing 9o* But rarely does it so comj^etely lose its rights 
over them, as not to determine them to wish to deal by a 
woman, whatever her crimes may be, as pitying judges, desi- 
rous of punishing her no further than what the maintenance 
of good order requires. The vengeful law of talion, that is 
in sndi strict accordance with the dictates of the malignant 
rmsisiis, is seldom regarded by them, except in particnkr 
eases, where they are themselves the parties aggrieved, 
when, either in a legal or private capacity, they decide on the 
punishment which ought to be inflicted on a female trans- 
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. NOTES TO TWEHTY-rOtrRTH CHAPTl^lt 

(See pa^ 84.; 

(a) I do not pretend to be able to determine, exactly, bew wmnen woaM 
condttot themeelrea towards each otber, were tliey entirely wltMnnni from 
the inflncDee or tbe poirer of men. The c|raiantaD«es, in whlch« at fid' as 
my esyeiienee goe<^ they are leaal affected by tbeir UflveiMey ate tbeee 
vherein a. number of them are abut up tiyetber in a bouae^ or rstbcr % sort 
of prison, into wblch the ibotateps of a man rarely penetrate. In aucb 
circumstances they acldom, I belieye, fail of tormenting each otber sadly, by 
tbeir violence, injustice, foolish whims, nonsensical quarrels, and, where 
they have a riglit to command, cruelly tyrannical propendtles. However, 
In this case they may bo said to be placed, by tbe severe laws to wliidi. men 
have subjected them. In a false, constrained position, wbleb alters tbeir b»- 
tlvf obaraeMr. Oil the Cflber ba«d» iriiA they are rdswsd ftvm thiatbral- 
^im slid tliat tl^y have opporfwl^ly to frequant, at tb^r ease, the society 
of rational men, they frequently diq^y, both to their male and female 
coontxions, such a tissue of amiable qualities, of a kind suitable to a being 
who leans on a stronger one for support, and not to an independent cri»- 
ture, as to hinder a compliment, which I have heard paid them, Iran i^vpear- 
ing falsii or exaggerated, namely :-— " Hiat !f angels took women for their 
companions, they wonld soon prove themselves worthy their high destU 
ikalloa;* 

Howvrar, though, oonsidcring tet the dianeter of women 1^ lu o tJifl y, 
.dependent, fiwr the developfment of cither ita gviod or ba^ qualities^ an the 
treatment ifhidi they receive from men. It is impossible, precisely, to ascer- 
tain what kind of conduct thpy would hold towanls persons of their own 
sex, were the nsccndoncy over them, of the stronger, completely nullified, I 
believe that the ^Vition that they are, naturally, •inclined to use each other 
with severity, may, with fidmess and propriety, be assumed as a tma one. 
In a work purporting to Inrestfgtte the native dhi po sHl w rt of mankbad^ for 
the mkt of palntlQg ao» t^ motbod of Indtlag than to altmh 
^mffnXjt to a flacb imirmml »yaM«i of motal oi^efv 

f^e page B1,J 

(b) Notwithstanding that both sexes may, on a superficial view, 
mnch alike, in their attachment to the system of order endeared by habitude, 
it is not difiicult, on close observation, to discover which of them It Is, to 
whom nature has granted, some intuitive perceptions of her plan for the re- 
gulation of society, and a wisli to investigate it. Let a person who» by an 
assiduous study of it, bas arrived at a clearer comprehension than ordinary, 
of its vaiious proportions, and the primary ideas pervading its structure. 



TRAP. XXtir.] BOOlt III.— -)90TE8. 99 

icNsncCy in ootnpMiyy tt^jinid MntiiiMnti^ Mirmpoiinnf 10 nn cnltf^gcv 
i\«m of 9Mla1 OTtler, mmI fee wlH, ^tftdtlf, ftaiwl^a ktauetf HtCeiwcl to 
t^the meM, with aa iMeRst dcmtlng, «hal Ciicy luiv« themselTee • tuto te 
thf MflM «t«dj. Wliether tlwy blame «r approve hia piinciplea, 'aod ^ef 
(Rqaantly <!• tke lacter,^— they refer their epiniona to n atandard exialiDg 
tritiiin their own mind. Womeo, on the ooBtrary, ahoiild they aee nothing 
ii hi* BestlmeBta which diodu the epiiiiona that ^ttj have been taught, or 
tke goodaeos of their heart, eoMinonly look toaad on the reat of the eom- 
pay to kaow what they think of theaa, before they wnture to form their 
own Judgment w n ouni ng €hem. 

Indeed, 1 think, that the wandering of ftmale enprlee, In the tntrodnc" 
(ion of new modea of dreoi, la n plain proof that, even on thia anljeet, 
aidoh oeeapiea, ao mnch, the mind of women, they have attalne4 bat little 
t9 any fixed ataadard of taate, In eonformlty with the lawa of oatoM. 

<c) The aoale of the eomparadTt ^titnde of n^ and w^men* to eiigage 
ia atcady fHendahipa with pecaoot of their own aex, appean^ X bcJi^e, very 
lifferatiy graduatedy according to the apirlt and inorala of the timea or 
C9«otry to which it Is referreiL 

Aoiong VL9f at present^ if I be not greatly mistaken, there are^ at least, 
«a many valuable and durable friendahipa formed among women «a among 
ueo ; thonghp peAapa, the ooqtrary may often be thought, becauae the 
iii^erficial friendahipa of t)ie former more frequently engage attention ; first, 
by aaeatreme warmth, and then by a precipitate, angry disaolation. 

Itfea^ from having a eooler imi^sinatien than women, are less prompt to 
enter intp thiQ booda of friendship. They can have a number of oompa- 
mena witk whom they may pass their time agreeably, and yet frem whom 
they casi asf urate, when convenient, without being bound by professiona 
ef attwdmen^ 4p asek a fordier oonnesUon with them. Young women, on 
the eontrary, eannot spend a fow agreeable moments in each other'*s so- 
ciety, withont their imagination taking fire, and peraoading them that the 
pcTMns^ whom they fonnd, for awhile, ao pleasi^, have all the qualitfea 
whkh they would wish to find lo their dearest friends. A friendship is, 
aeesniliiifly, formed, whidi is soon, perhaps, found to unite very div 
cM^dant characters, and is followed, after a time, by a hasty rupture. 

Ts^ ihoogh aeveral of Women's friendships are thus rudely nipped in the 
had, I am greatly mistalcen if, upon the whole, tliere do not, to the full 
as many, among them as among men| subsist, unaltered by time or circum- 



The friendships of men, though not so obnoxious to a violent dissolution 
» those ef women, are mush more sulject to be gradually worn out of their 
^BKtiena by obliteration. 

The friendships of women, comparatively peaking, seem sown in hearts, 

q2 
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jto which tagrf at frivokNu pMuioM, HIm nivcnfaig birds, have often such 
iMnlllar seceM, asquiekly to devour and destroy them. Thoee of men grow 
up amidst pemoal interests and oares that frequentlyy by degrees, com- 
fietely stiflle tliem. 

The aptitude of each sex to contract within itself durable friendshlpit ap- 
peariy in some respects, greater in men. 

Their prindpsl friendships with each other are made in drcumstanees to 
which nature has not adapted women, namely : those of prolonged hard- 
ships and danger. When two men see themselves equaUy inrolTed in them, 
and that they make^ in common, great and painful exertions to surmount 
■than, I beUeve that their efforts have, frequently, the moral effect of pro- 
ducing, between them, a sincere and warm friendship commensurate to th^ 
life, even though it prove a long one, and that the circumstances which 
gave rise to their attachment may have ceased at an early period. 

Another advantage possessed by men, relatively to their friendships^ con- 
sists in their liking and abiUt]^ to diseosi^ In a full, sdentilic manner, sub- 
jects that do not excite their; passions^ as though they took the Interest of 
spectators^ rather than of actors^ in the processes carried on either !n the 
physical or intellectual world. 

Women, on the contrary, When among each other, are^ constantly. In- 
dined to fall into the discussion of matters. Immediately Interesting to their 
passions, and relative to some specific individuals of their spedes. 

This difference between the mental constitution of the two sexes, eausea 
that men cail, far more easily than their female companions, nourish their 
conversations with each other, with a number of rational Ideas, proper to 
calm their mind, and yet deeply engage their attention. 

They can oommtme together on a variety of interesting topics, furnished 
either by their studies or by their experience of the world. Nor have they 
any difficulty in making such a connected series of their thoughts, that they 
can dwell, for a long time, with pleasure and profit on the same topic 

They have, generally too, some business to pursue, which affords, wfth 
friends of their fraternity, long and Interesting discussions. 

They usually, besides, know how to unfold. In a perspicuous, orderly me^ 
thod, what knowledge they may have acquired, either' from books or a sur- 
vey of mankind. 

Women's topic, when they treat of any subject of erudition or science, 
even when they are well versed in it, commonly slides quickly away frona 
them, from their not knowing how to grasp it in a systematic manner ; no 
that they have need to discuss It with an intdligent man, in order that his 
ideas may present an even file, to which theirs can be regularly attached. 
Indeed, the want that they fed of men*s company, to give some subatanoe 
to their conversati<H), by teHdilng them to cxpi es s ideas that roll round ong^ 
given, rational Bu1ject,is among the reasons that endear their aodety to them. 
In return for these advantages, with which men engage together In the 
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•f hknUU^ women kKw% tiha, w&mm paeoUar oms, that ouiae them 
•ften, deariy and constantly, to love each other. 

As two well united females «re not, in proportioot near so helpless as a 
slniS^ oae» a couple of sinoon female friends, when thej lire togetlier, have. 
oonstantf f oeeasion gntefnlly to recc^gnise how mnch they findj in each other, 
n oorafiirt and support. Besides, as persons of the softer sex usually sigh 
aneh more Ibr a bosom fliend than those of the stronger, and as the sue-, 
oem of any affair d e pen d i^ eommooly. In the first place, on the ardour 
with which we puiane it, women, notwithstanding that their eagerness to 
CBfnge In friendship does, often, precipitate them Into attachments that they 
^oiddy disBolve, yet are often indooed by It, ratiooaUyi and with great 
to study the meant of heepiog, for ever, olive a fiame so dear to 



Thongh their conversation with female friends may often roll,— more than 
they themselves wirf^, ...on matters which Immediately point to the state of 
their moral fecUugs, yet^ where their reason Is well developed by education 
and the society of enlightened men, they know how to make such ponver* 
sii^[alarly Interesting to each other. They mutually lay open their 
showings candidly, Che method which thsy take to improve It^ 
the prinripift by which they gnlde it ; nor Is thers any species of oon- 
« attractive Car a well inteniioned, rational woman, tlian that 
m which ahesxpose^ without di%{ulse, her own disposition, and consults 
her frisad concerning the best maoner of improving it. 

Weasen, in return, for not being equally capacitated by their oonsti- 
totion with men, fordiacussiog, with logical precision, the matter engaging 
attention, faave^ where they are not enslaved by habit, a much more 
le^ng to attain to thai immense and true point of view, when 
virtaa^ orery bnnch of IcnowledgSb appean gloriously subordinate to. 
snesaUiBBS pfau&of moral and physical order. 

Tbengh they cannot satisfy this fine a^iration, their very susceptibility 
talt often dlUhsei^ over tho confidential aoi|veraatians which pass between fe- 
male friends, a grand. Indefinite glow, which renders them more interesting 
ta bsth parties than the dialogues that take place between male friends 
waaHy* I believe^ are, even though they may serve for the mutual com- 
nf mere substantial, useful knowledge. 
from their Ability to pucsnc^ In n masterly manner, the art or 
mpning their attention, are obnoxious to becoming so entirely Im- 
in it, aa to lose a|ght of the vast stores of knowledge lying beyond it ; 
with which It should appear In harmonious connexion, that it may strike na 
ae one of the component parts of a symmetrical, sublime, universal system. 
Their ooovermtion, in consequence, frequently marks a too mechanical, 
mental organization. 

Even where their mind expands to the contemplation of the vast unlver. 
d pin, they rather seek to make it an object of Intellectual study, than 
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to tere ill mmm wtoty of vwrA CMloflt flftoittd S» Omm bf the 

•fit. 

In eomeqiMMe ftf thOt iMvrt not beiiig» oolitiinaUf » WMmwd wUlmiali. 
Hme gkyw» bf tHe ooOt«ta]^lMion of tbi pbflnaneBa of tb« mona wmI phyoi. 
cd worM, moiy much ttidt« UMBMoidy tiioa wositti» oro tail|ite4 to t&tigtt 
tbe dignity of httmaB nofUre; ftom leariikif to look on tbfe wocii »• a 
thcfttrc of GOtttendiiig pusUms, when eoob Inii^MuolliM^ ■acmly, to fivo* 
▼Me for himadf, ttid guard tgslAst Ow odiiha uurping tpMt of bio 

IMlgbboiir. 

This scntlnieiit of contempt for nmibtaid oortilBl3r,byiio«i«B%illiithBm 

f«r entering Into tbe bondo of friendehlp. 

To eoxA up tbe oenefanlono trbicb 1 ba« Arown fcom mj obeenrntiono oa 
tbe friendflb&ps of ewOi eez within itself, I shoU say» that I belkvc those of nea 
are tbe mora intended by nature to rank among tbe euevgetii^ fundaMcntal 
causes of a good elate of society, and that, therefora, they are more pro- 
^ly sosoeptSble, than those of women, of a eonoentnitedy eadnsivc oosi* 
ftnement to one object. 

Howeter, tbe qnaliilcatioiis of men for a floe, manly friendships aeen to 
me to be, at present, vnouUivaicd and dwhMHod* Ia'smw moddUng oo- 
cUtyontbepl«nwbidilconteaftpfaite» the art of ei^^vglng nen, by*«iseir 
edttoation and poeiUon^ to Ibrm steady frlendabipo with eosb otber, oi^lM 
to ^^*^ great attentten. I lia?e, In tlie first part, amply ei^ a i n ed my 
reasons for thinking so ; and shall* tlierefore» oonib%e myself, at preseni^ ta 
the remark that, till this affection Is taught to take a due oscendency m 
the hearts of men, women, notwithstanding that it frcquenUy appears 
in an amiable^ reepeetable light among them, ought not to bo eneonragoA 
«o fbnn a very wwrn, vnd, psortieularlyy an oicchuiVe frisndsNp* Hcrwu 
ov^» ivfieH tlieybave^ actnaliy» eoatnoted one. of tfalsdenriftio%H«c^t» 
nraaUy, to be tieated with pity and indulgenoB$ litr it is^ tmniliiMn^ tho^ 
sign of a mind too ebaste and tla»ld, to dan to.fix its aft cti eps on asilndi- 
^dtial of the etronger aez t that is^ on one of tlie proper o^feets of womeo'o 
sardent attachments. 

Wlien fHendsbips are phM^ on a right footing aBU>ng men, and that 4bo 
iniBglnbtion of womeh is a&owed to expand throngh a suAeieatly wide field 
of action, It will be irery eaay, eonsidertng the strong pro p en si ty of the lattsr 
to-clMose a female fHcnd,' foinduee them to cnltlfate firlsniMiipe with dMir 
o#n sex, in u manner serring to knit, more efoasly Itogotber^ tho fiiinn wuih 
of the system of society, and to shed over it uunudibeRd petsfnl, ^Hagmt 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

COMMENTARIES ON THE MOTIVES, EXPLAINED IN 
THE FOREGOING CHAn*Ell, WHICH INDUCE WOMEN 
TO TRBAT BACH OTHER WITH SEVERITY. 

The Qb a eff va liamiwi ol ii in ed im the forogoiog duptcTv have 
iBggested to me some reflections, which I thiok it desirable 
thai I should uwSM. 

§ l^-<»Wdmaii's severity 10 their owi^ sex»(a) partly pro^ 
oeeds Iraol a ditpotitioii «l#dyfi to keep their attention closely 
ixed on their own mliidf with a view to iraprovingi and to 
BtoriSig ap in it» a board of practical wisdonu(6) 

la labooriag thus to arrj[vo at their moral relative perfection^ 
sad £U, in aa exemplary maisiery Uieir part on earth, they give 
to thair nmda d#iiUa ocaapaiioB. 

Fbat^— They study the sondust of tlieir -coo)|^aiuon9, parti^ 
cdsrly iHwre it is defeotiHre, fW they find that it is by ob- 
serving others, and marking their transgressions against the 
prsoepto of Waadokn, that they can best learn to consider their 
sitaatioa under all its a«^eets and bearings, and to invent, 
for their own use, a countless variety of maxims, wluch may 
senra to gpaida them ibivm^ in.aU cofyoncti^fs.. 

Bo aoudiyf^They Aiake aA4i|]|4k»tioB to jLheir owa practice? 
of tha Inowiadge that thay ghmi fipom observation jon that .of 
aCheni, ao aa to turn it to their pipfit. 

However, ihongh tliis be the process which women's mind 
is aatarally ftredisposed to go thno4i^li, — as those must, I bc.- 
lieve, be convinced^ w,ho dosely observe them, — yet tlio first 
•f theea ^pctsttpna as 89 l^si^le to kindle and interest their 
pMiispsi thai it aitoa4nUMiis them ^nach too iojo^^ ^d leaves 
then too little leiaara to attend sufficiently to the performance 
ef ihaaaaond. 

Thia ia m ikolt from which they should be carefiiUy guard- 
ed kf iIm) influaace of their friends, particularly their male 
soeSi 

It is not desirable that girls be taught never to animadvert 
es the behavieur of other females. The criticisms that they 
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j/tmnmAmh ate Ae itoppk^ Mobm ky wkivh natart ewi- 
Usi Ikfin to moimt lo the wisdom dwt is dsrived from oxpe- 
rianee. 

W om e n wko always refuse to listen to what thay consider 
gossiping stories^ are very c^Um impendent and incpnfistent 
in their oondnct ; easily made hiyhxfs diq^ of> and totally 
nnqualified to guard, by their oonnselsy the youth of either sex, 
i^gainst the]dangeroiis shoals that eaviron^ th em , in their voy- 
age throogh life.(e) 

But a gM» whUe she abodd be freely allowed to acfonuU 
bar pareolal friends wMi her opinion <rf all her female com- 
panionsy and with the motiTOs of her forming it, qhonld ala# 
be taught to guard against suffering her judgment of them to 
be biassed by passion or prejndiee* She should be told thai 
the sole good end to wUdi her eritieisma on them can nsanlly 
be eonduoiTe, is that of gini^ her an opportunity to elicit 
frmn them preempts for the wise and p mdent govemmmit of 
herself; and that the proeecuition of this end, is for from an- 
compatible with the exercise of christian charity towards her 
companions. 

SkiB should leam to be aware that she wtD make more jadiw 
cioos remarks on them» when her unkind pamions are nnlli^ 
fled by the predo mi nant ininenee of this virtoe in her mind ; 
that she will be slow to wpnk of their fonlts when she ain- 
cerely draw% from her obserrations on them» reiections that 
guard her against the commission of similar ones ; nay, that 
If she make tliis use of her critidsms on her companions^ aha 
will be little disposed to call these criticisms much mora to 
mind, once she has extracted from them whatorer mmdnaa of 
oondnct they were proper to ftvnish her witik 

But it is not enough to accnatom gkrla to pam cenaaraa, 
without malignity, and without wishing to give them pub- 
licity, on their female aequuntance, merely for the sake of 
acquiring, by means of them, practical wisdom ; the coAwer- 
sation of their more enlightened friends, particularly of yu>8e 
who fill by them the office of paternal ones, should teach 
them to contemplate, with their mind's eye, views of life so 
extensive and varied, as to coirespond to a just system of so- 
cial order. The due. enlargement of their way of thiakin^^ 



wmM pravent their o wi t i ig rlng karshi pellf riil«»«f MndaeCy 
as tiie precepts of wisdom. It woeM teach then to beer te 
miad the endless varieties of human dispositions ; to peneive 
tint mmnj a trmt of Mmvioar which, wilh views VMre coa- 
fiaeJ, they might oonMer as a fault, shonld oidy be legard- 
ed as a pecidiar mond featore, ehaiaeteristio of a oeitaia indt « 
▼MnaL 

They onght^ particolsrly, to httrn akwlj to iBscrimoiato 
those shades of eondact, whteh they ooght not to eondsmn ia 
aaether, thoi%h it might be mt be e e miwg in themselvee to ex- 
hiUt Aem, from their being unsoitid^ler to thdr oiiarscter or 
dreams tanees. 

Osre shotdd especially be tak<ni to heep their mbid opened 
aad softened, by h sweet, elegant seattmeat of the incaloalable 
variety of duurms, by which women may maooenlly become 
csptivating to men. 

When men thns stHve, by their coavenatlon, to Mberalite^ 
towards their own sex, the feeHngs of tiiose females in whom 
they take a paternal interest, they shonld avoid one wror 
whidi often renders abortive their attempts, — and tiiey make 
many, — ^to Inspire women with due charity towards one ano- 
ther. Though their hearts recoil with disgust on their hearing 
one Ibmale handle, with niipitying Severity, the diaiacter of 
another, yet are they afraid to encourage women to ezlufeit 
tt mmth, Indulgence in their censures of a blaxneaUe sister, as 
they ate consdous ought to be shown to her ; especially, if the 
repioaehes to which she has laid herself open, concern the 
vice that is partteulariy infimious in females. There is no 
doifri that tiiey Imve reason to dread tliat, if they do not dis- 
oountenaaoe, in a woman, a disposition to treat with hmity a 
hwSk ana of dmir sex, tiwy amy think lightly of her crime, 
fsr Ae latter aie too apt, when they speak ia an indulgent, 
pitjing tone, of a manor of this description, to allow them- 
sdves to be Impefled, either by some apodal motive of inte- 
rest, or by a false, enthnsiastic notion of ganerouty, to treat 
her guilt too much as if it were of a very venial nature. 

Tk9j could be guarded from this enror, by being taught 
more iatimataly to feel the importance and intrinsic value of 
their destination. 
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WMe mtn pvnue, ia raefc a inaUl wanner as ihaj timaHy 
do at prwanti die doMg^a of endearnig virtae to woaien, hj 
tMreonvanatton in itepiaisd, they wtU oomnfmly fial Sa a*- 
laoliing tlieia la it. 

To enable as deeply tolM the worth and adittire the btealy 
of virtue^ in its nuiel eakvgedi aitople aenie» me ehotld 
kaow how justly to appreciate, in detail, each special virlae. 

Is is frost the unite of theai all^ that fcMdts thaft hsalttSfkl 
light of Tirtae^ the eontemplati^in of whioh vahes us ooti^ 
seioas that she slai iranslonB the hesH ihofol^tif possessed 
of har« into a famitahi of eooqiusite loveliness* 

If we be taught to sacrifice any one good qnsKty» that we 
UMiy be the more ladnoed to oxensiM another, we do not aee 
any hetet^watfming motive for priiing the one which ss thus 
raoommendad to us tn preteeaee* 

Nor can we be engaged steadily to cnltmto it| otherwise 
tlnui by moans of arid priaeipks aid p mden tisi- oeasidaratipns, 
aU of whioh may quiiddy vaaish from our saooUftctioni when 
psBsion urges us to disregard them* 

The wdmott^ then, whose determination to adhere to the 
hwrs of chastity you seek to ooafim^ by oouftteaancing them 
ta the iDxerase of uafiraliag rigour tewaads the .unfbrtuasitie 
faetugs of their sex who tramgrtes thean are w^ penetrated 
with a profound sentimont of the beauty and worth of this 
AiTOured virtne, for if tliey .were, they ^wesdd see it aoeom- 
ptaiied by ovmry beaignsnt, amiable <^fas]sty, bonowiag fretn 
thens, and communieatiag to them, a divkifib fl|H>tless ra- 
diaaeev 

Hinah, narrow aniaded wotnea, whan they keiqi iheir chas- 
tity «a41emfsbed, think that the great [adaaati^e whioh they 
gaininidoii^ so, ims in the aoqnisiiiaa of a right to giire a 
ftue ooursG So their ondignant pmhiens^ agsiast the fenmlsn wlm 
are less prudent or less fortanate than they. They also be- 
liere themaslves entitled to treaty wtfeh ini|»ecia*8 luvofpanoe, 
the haafbaad and those men of their family to whom they be- 
lieve tirat their virtue does hoaous^ 

Thas imbiluated,«ot'to mDdarailing their pamisins and seign- 
lag sinctly over tlmm^ hut, on the eontrary, to sufifering diose 
that attack them,-;— usually unkind, vindictive oilss>***^eely to 
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nile iben ; :fllioiild a gnUiy p»8«i«ii of Mb atii«r#w» nftmro 
dbanoe to lie kiadled in ik»m, it finds tibem U^Ully ^wftopftrcKl 
to wMlitiii a o»rfirt wilh iu Kotirilihgto nd ing (heir prid« ia. 
tMr bMftted dwgtiliyy lb«|r MfidUy yi«M U afmey to a lowed 



WImii jpreoMlMni am med^ with wpom^ to gimtd womeo. 
agaioat the illiberality of riewsy and unehiirilableneM ^£ seiie; 
UiDen|% to wiiiGhlheineliiiellTe.dwipoftUioii.to etody maa, or 
rather wamaaUA^ for the stko <tf iacreanag their own wis- 
do«»ia peo«e to eondvot thetiii thmr pcoponaity to make thecB* 
iekee iadlYtdnally the aiil||eet to tho ini|urov^tieia . of whkh 
tlwir obeenrations en lifc lud manaerd iunnediately refer, ren* 
den thair etevenalioa both pleaeiag and naofid to the Ua« 
teners. It pcmrti out to them the praetioal aftg^lieatioa which 
can be made of e^ery ataxinji otteved by tho oalii^toAed fo« 
■mIc imiqoeilien; it ^rerente those aiaxiaMS from appearing ia 
8B arid, pfeeeeptiTO ferm» ai^Ge they only sMn. to law eu^to- 
rily aloag the conTertatton, to oni'ich it and give it its proper 
Donrishmeat; and it eailses them to sink deep in every l>osoai« 
ia the attractive gniee of geoniae» lovely eentimeati^ issosng 
from the speaker's heart* 

§ ^f— -Weknan's severity and oapricioos conduct towards 
thrir ewn aez, is sometimes owing to the vivacity and quick- 
aesi wkh whichy by sympathy with men, they take part in 
those eraolMDe that the aspect and manners pf females are 
caleuiated to eaceite in them* 

I have flMmtioned, that women's sympathy^ in this respect,. 
somet im ee musites ia them such transports at the sight of a 
bveiy femalOy that it wonld seem as if it was tbey whom nature 
had originally formed susceptible to the wannest emotioas, ou 
wftaeaaii^ the thanna of the softer ae^t* 

I have alao observody that as in them emotions of this 
kiad fere totally chimerical^ they are subject to a sudden re- 
iozy which both marks an iaconBtaat inaginatiouy and also 
exeitea cooler, moce substontial pasaioas. of a contrary kind, 
such as that of envy, to arise and take their ^ace, converting 
lato ao aarimoniotts dislike, their lato vkionery admiration. 

To acenatiMn women to tliat sober t^egulation of their own 
Runda, which nmy be profitable to them in conjunctures pro- 
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per to Awnken in Ibem retlly prof»ii«d» ordMil Ut^ngBf it is 
advisable to teach them to check the Tiolent traaqrarts of 
their imaginatioiiy on occnsiona where they do not foirly cor- 
respond with the gonnine feelings of their hearL An occa* 
sion of such a description certainly occurs, when one wenuui 
is tempted to express herself as the enthuMastic admirer of 
the charms of another. 

To teach women due moderation in rendering homage to 
fenmle lovelinessy it is abore all things requisite to assure 
them that an air of being susceptible to recttve, from the con- 
templation of it, enthusiastic imprespions of delight, is by no 
means calculated to convince men, that they are inaccessible 
to the envy which the sight of a woman, more admired than 
themselves for beauty or graces, might be expected to stir in 
them. Few are the fur ones,-— nught it with truth be observ- 
ed to them, — ^in whom envy directs itself at a time, on more 
than one or two objects ; so that their gaaing with delight on 
the charms of one woman, does not prove that those of ano- 
ther might not be viewed by them with an invidious eye* 

To convince men that they are incapable of becoming a 
prey to malignant vexation, on witnessing homage paid by 
them to any woman whatever, on account of her external 
charms, they should prove to them that they do not appre- 
ciate advantages of this nature more highly than they deserve*; 
whereas a passionate mode of descanting on feminine attrac- 
tions, only proves that they are entirely absorbed in the 
consideration of them, and that they imagine that she who 
possesses them, is exalted far above the most deserving 
persons of her sex, who have the misfortune not to be gifted 
with them. 

Women should certainly study to acquire a fine tact to dis- 
criminate the nicest shades of those qualities, the possession 
of which by a femide, tends to enhance, for men, her attrac- 
tions. In proportion to their want of such a tact, would be 
their deficiency in an ability to comprehend the nature of tlie 
elegant graces, which virtue permits a polished sodety to ex- 
hibit, as well as their incapacity to help to civilise persons of 
the stronger sex. But their acquisition of it does not depend 
on thoir being fascinated, owing to a wild, disordered imng^- 
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mtioii, by the attraetions of some parttcolar fa&r one. The im- 
petaous emotions thus excited in them, are totally advetue to 
their acquiring, hy exercise, the power jnstly to marii all the 
Tarietiee and gradations of female grace and beauty. 

ney cannot attun it otherwise than by coolly comparing 
Ae charms exhibited by a great yariety of females, and oh* 
senring the effect prodoeed by them on the hearts of male be* 
holders. 

Men are, in general, much worse judges of female eharms 
than they would be, did not their passions so readily take Bte 
la &rour of some particular fair one, blinding them to the 
attractions of all other women, and making them imagine 
tfaat they see in her, graces which no unimpassiOned eye can 
discern. 

It is rery well, certiunly, tiiat a lover^s ardent feelings 
should haye power to make for him so pleasing a metamor- 
phosis in the object of his attachment : a cheering prospect b 
thence held out to young women, encouraging them to trust 
that, eren though nature may not have been layish to tiiem af 
the attractions of the outward figure, they may still reason- 
ably hope to win a lover who will think the contrary. 

Howerer, the illusions to which almost all men are, at least 
in their youth, subject, respecting the persons in whom female 
charms shine conspicuously, is a great impediment towards 
their ever displaying, on this subject, in real life, a nicely 
critical discernment ; and as they are mostly conscious of the 
defects of their own judgment concerning it, they have a great 
deference for that of women, when they have reason to thiidc 
their perceptions sufficiently fine and just, to teach them ae- 
cnrately to appreciate each other's claims to admiration, and 
that they believe them capable of deci^ng on them, with the 
coolest impartiality. 

Women might often influence the sentiments of men, rela- 
tively to the charms of the fair, did they let them perceive 
that they consider them a matter proper to gratify their taste, 
hot which can never inflame their imagination. By accus- 
toming men, in their cool moments, to form their judgments, 
relatively to female attractions, with the eye of elegant ar- 
tisu, rather than that of passionate admirers, women would 
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prolmMy cwntrfk^te fimeli towards reiliifng^ tlieir digcermnetit, 
nnd lihidering them from becoming so easily the dopes of fhl«o 
alturements. 

They wouM also help lo commnnieate to them a fine taste 
for the beauties of aocial order. Such a taste is mnch more 
the result of a perception of the graees shed oyer hnmmi ex- 
isienee, by the entire atflemblage of lorely women, than of a 
passionate admiration of some individnal charmer. 

They wo«l4 by thus engaging men to cnltirate the refined 
pleamires of tasto, in one yery principal department, do a 
great deal towards abating their r^elish fyr coarse enjoy- 
ments* 

They would akoy by ex^reising their own taste to the jnst 
appreciation of female g^races and attractions, lessen the temp- 
tation, hold OBt to them by their nndisciplined imagmation, 
to introduce or adopt whimsical, unbecoming modes of dres^. 
Persons with a correct taste, in respect to a graceful female 
altire, would find it much less difficult to acquire sufilcient in- 
fluence orer them, to engage them to keep their fashions 
within sober bounds. 

§ S. — To* check, in women, the propensity to form headlong 
Iriendships with each other, their male friends should early im- 
press them with the notion, that they do not, at all, consider 
oaoh friendships %i a test of the parties engaged in them being 
steadily actuated by generous Ibelings towards their own sex. 
They sAiould, I think, make it well understood by them, that 
they only look on sUch intemperate friendships as a proof that 
^0 women who fi$rm them do not know how to moderate, 
with discretion, any of their natiTO inclinations ; for that an 
inclination to contract friendship with a female, is common in 
tlwir youth, to most women, ero that she who engi^^, en^tu- 
siastically, in such a friendship, and without due regard fat 
llie- wishes of her (amily, only proves that she does not heed, 
in her intercourse with persons of her sex, to keep her emo- 
tions under the control of wise principles, and, therefore, gires 
to observers room to doubt whether, if a woman caused her to 
feel the access of angry or envious passions, she would not, 
also, freely yield to them. 

The way, then, they should tell her, to prove herself truly 
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angUHiiiiioivi MNMrdt liar mx i% iMt to aekst »4teiid hi tt» — 
lor doings wbioli^ wttk diioretiaa, the may bare bo good op- 
poartiMttty»-^p4Nit to bolnnpe witli kiadness aad fiiiiieiVBiiee to* 
wards aB woiiie»» aeoardiag to liar Tariooa veialiont with 
them ; 

To tveat with Ubaial juatioe Iwtll rivals and famolaa at ra« 
riasce with har ; not to allow- tini htp^ij inaoiaaoe of tho 
Ibnnor to provoho her Into a wbh to moiMfy then^; and t9 
prove herself placable when ofiioiikied by the latter^.porticn* 
hviy if their aggressiena respootlng her be aacb^ as to evince 
an inabOity to keopth» tamper duly cotitra)ody rathf^ than>a 
badheait. 

Tong women aharid, abo^ Iihink» be tas^fht thai it is of 
more consequencey towards spseading the puie ch^pnns of Wr*- 
tne tbrooghoot the social ayatam, that a BMmbiHr of lespeetable 
females hte united togethav by aeft SBntimanto of -frie ndsh ip 
flowiogy in oommoo, from heart to hearty than tiuit any two 
shonld ML an esEolusrre partiality for one another* Several 
virtoens female fHeiids met together, form a nucleus of se^ 
ciety, which most well disposed persons take peenliar pleaf 
sure in angmentiag, by the addition of their oompaHy, and 
which ia bol^ a|traotive aad improving to indi^nals of the 
other aex« 

A ▼irtoona ^foman, when she slan^ akme, or only appears 
in onion ^wlsh« single fenude compoalon, ctflcn soffinrs in tlie 
esliaMrtion*of men, by a comparison with some eharmer whfmi 
they well- know to be far less wotthy of respeet» bi|t w|iom they 
ind infinitely more sednotlvey and in CsvoHr of whom they -feel 
half ioeihied to enter into some composition with vice, Bnt 
when a number ef amiable women appear in one fVleadly band 
together, almost every umn Who enters their sodety, becomes, 
in It, deeply seDSsible to the worlli of virtue, and of a state of 
social order corresponding to her dictates. Thongh he may 
choooe^ e bewhe fe^ the object to whom he addresses a lover's 
veara, hokStlH, in Aeir company, fitts his mind with pleasing 
typ e s ef reepeetable matrons. 

He ansionsly wishes his beloved* foir one to emulate these 
types , aad by dding thus, to obtain the approbation of the 
originals.(</) 
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A society coapOMd of wevmnl ▼irtaoog wonea, milod Uh^ 
geihor in the bonds of a soft, diirmble» mfldly indii%Mfc 
friendship^ wonld be more attraetiTe Hor men than it ia» asi 
more induce them warmljF to oheriah pgaisewoaAy senti m e iit s ^ 
did the education and position of those respectable wtaaem, 
brace their moral feelings to such an elevated piteh, that their 
eonversation would be proper to stimaJate moR Co lerm 
persevere in resolutions, of a nature to eachiint their 
in a truly manly, noUe light. 

At present, the eonvenation of well inlentiened 
often appears insipid to their male visiteffs, from its being too 
chaste to kindle their passions by seductive allurementSi while 
at the same time it is too tame to waias their hearla with a 
virtuous, spirit-stirring energy, 

f 4^ — A judicious, sue ocssfu l attention to accustoming young 
women to behave, on all occasions, to their own sex, in a 
manner to prove them, steadily,mider the government of gene* 
reus, kind principles, wonld, in its imuMdiate results, be ex- 
tremely benefidal to husbands, as well as to all men wliose 
relations with persons of the female sex were such, as to make 
them desirous to find them rational and amiaWe* 

Women are less impelled by nature to sympathise with 
each other than with men, but if, in consequence, tiwy eon* 
fine themselves to the society of the latter, they are liable to 
become selfish, lor the fdeasnre which they take in beii^ the 
object of their attentions, accustoms them only to set value on 
them in proportion as they contribute to the satisfaction of 
their vanity. This passion a husband does not, usually seek to 
gratify, and where he does, as it is insatiable, he may nmko 
himself contemptible in his wife's eyes, and the slave of her 
ciqprices, by his adulation, and yet not content it. In the same 
way most of the men of a vain wonun's fiuntly displease her, 
by not being sufficiently obsequious to her. Those wkom age 
or infirmity has robbed of the attractions for femsles that they 
might once have possessed, must acquiesce in being harshly 
overlooked by her. Persons of the stronger sex, more cale»- 
lated to stir in her the interest of pity than of admiration, 
could not induce her to express the slightest regard for them, 
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e?€«* hf mnWMtiitg the [moflt Mattering sensibility to her 



Bat wkm A womaa learns to be jvst and kind in alli even 
her noal inpitallng» dealinga witli persona of ber sex, tbe case 
b fateo elher^riaeb She 4saiiBoe have aniteed to this adf« 
pnwaesisnaitd kiwidMe sabnission to tte laws of sodal tove, 
wilhaiH— ab aa nnxiety to improve her own disposition, by 
the hnbit of p et f or mi ng her doty in her relations with her 
neigbbottr) as mast Itave prevented her from turning her 
tlia^bts to the hope of Hading, in bar associates, flattering 
adaureia ; and have ladnoed tier rather to study their aMntal 
ooBstitBtion, that she may know how, without weakness, to 
ossb tovnrda them, hmaaaity and indulgence. 

MriHrn* with this upright intention, a female has exercised 

hemel^ aaaidnously, in getting acquiunted with Ae nature of 

woaumlund, the compassionate sympathies which she thence 

iearaa to feel fiir their firiliea and frailties, will not be checked 

by the tine separating the t#o sexes. They win pass over 

It, and warm her heart with as much tenderness for the errors 

and miseries ot men as for those of women. The very same 

degree of penetration which enables her to judge of women*s 

nattti% and to besomo sensible of great allowance being due 

to their inflimiti es, sulBces to convince her that men, ako, 

ooghi lo e ixp eri on c o from her, humanity and mild forbearance. 

A troo sentiment of order will he so deeply engraved on 

her mdnd, owing to the virtuous sentiments filling it, that she 

will readily learn justly to estimate the variety of tones which 

it asay booome h^ to use towards all persons of each sex, 

•^Tflrdifg to her relation with them; but she will never be 

wsBliagy in respect to any of them, to the hws of justice and 

beuovoleoee. 

42«lto ootttrary to most of those women wlio are governed 
by ptido and vanity, she will feel more deeply for men in pro- 
portion to the nearness of her connexion with them ; both 
Irnrsusn she will bo more intimate with the movements of their 
hearts^ and that her upright mind will be true to the senti- 
of nature. A husband, therefore, may be sure of 
with, in her, a dispositim to love bis good qualities ; 
to pity and veil over his fenlts ; kindly to elude the occasion 
vol.. ni. H 
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cmw canftrrfnf (rvattr eoiMidcrat&oB ar po 

'• Be to har Tirtoi 
Be to her faults a little blind.'* 

{Seepage 103.^ 

(/j>) The diepotition of well intentioned wonM'n to keep their thoaghti 
immediately fixed on their own mind, from considering its improTement as 
the principal doty allotted to them, while the attention of men, eqaaOy welt 
Inctiaedy aetdet more on the Mcbd syrtem of whieh they onght to he sop- 
parts, toohtenre haw they can bcil csanite the fairic awigned to than* — thi« 
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naiunl shade of <Uff<eRiie^ in the mental Tlews of th« two sfzen, is fami- 
liarij ezemptified in th« style made iisie of by hatliaD«Ui and wives, vrhen 
they are speaking of each other to their confidants. 

The former consults with his friend on the best manner of dealing with 
his wife, to the end that he may lead her to approoumate, as nearly aa poa- 
siMcy to the BBodel of female eacoellance which hia imagiaatioa loTca to eon- 
tempUle* 

The laUer eooaults jvith her friend on the mode in which she ought to 
coiulBci hcnelf towards her husband, that she may» fully and wisely, fulfil 
her di|tiea to him. She also takes peculiar pains in these confidential dis- 
coarsea, to mark the motives of her proceedings, whether as a wife or 
mothert in order to prove how attentively she studies, in respect to- these re> 
lations, judiciously to dischaxge her duties. 

f See page 104.) 

(c) PflffaoBs of both sesea who contidflr U heMath Ihoir dignity^ and In- 
consistent with their humanity, to listen to what nay, pethi^s^ ho a slan- 
deram story, are frequently those who do the most misahief by allow- 
ing themselves to receive calumnious impressiooa. When calnnmy is flneaiy 
fireolated by those who do not scruple propagating lt» though It certainly 
may have very pernicious and cruel consequenoes, yet it is generally fol- 
lowed by its ref«iation> which, in the end, fommonly. triumphantly dissi- 
pates it with the light of truth. But the persons who refuse to listen, in 
company, to any reproachful tale relative to private life, feel as much aa 
others the necessity of acquiring some insight into the character of their ac- 
'inaintanee. They arc, therefore, prone to hearken, In pri\*ate, to some parti- 
cular cronies, who frequently prejudice Ihem against deoervlng individuals, by 
injurious reports, of which the refutation never reaches them, becanae they 
keep ^lenee respeetiog them. In the mean time the evident ooldneas with 
whidi they treat the olgcct of them, sometimes excites very disadvan- 
tageous, genertd impressions against him, for they arc, frequently, persons of 
distinction, whose example cnrries great weight. 

Thooe who begin life with a determination never to believe the harm spoken 
of any one, fivquently end, — owing to their having often been deedvrd,-«- 
with sneh a disposition to suspect the virtue of all mankind, tliaC an 111 opi- 
nion, which they have onoe learned to entertain, of any Individual can never, 
afterwards, be changed, however strong may be the proofs adduced to them 
of its ftlsehood. 

{See page 111.) 

(J) Sometimes a woman, slighting the compfiuy of her own 9cx, studies 
tf> attract men to lusr society by tier own isolated fascinatinus. In acting 
ifaas her obji><-t fs, usually, to excite, in them, aniorouH (>TnotionN. To that 

II 2 
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end» she lavialMB on her mind aim UMlogoiu to those whkh the wnttewr of 
flowcn bestows on a hothouse, that he filh with ercry choke and ran plant 
fitted to delight the senses. 

A considerable number of simple^ unafected women, whose minds are 
deeked in. unborrowed charms^ resemUs the nurioaB ornaments in some rich 
and duly cultivated country scene. Tsken sepsrately, thej do not, naoally, 
oftr any remarkable attraction ; but when a «SM|dcrable mnnber of them 
are seen together, thoy support sach othtf In snch a swcody pietarasfae 
manner, that the spectator contemplates thsm with a mash mors dnmMe 
satisfaction than ho would fed, on witnessing the Tarlons and stndlad giaea 
of the elegant coquette. 

Though I beliere it neoesssry towards the dUAislon of snltsUe attrsctlcns 
over a good order of society^ that Tirtuous women be, in genersl, very ami- 
cably inclined to each other, I am well aware that chaste minded wstnen* 
do not, apparently, seek the company of their own sex more than corrupt 
ctass. I doubt, indeed, that there le ever a real friendly rsgard among 
femslescf a depraved disposition; but there leoften a great show of It : lor 
all descriptions of women can eo much Increass their charms^ In the ^yes of 
men, by a loving assodation with each other, that viciously inclined ernes, 
aware of this fiujt, often unite togetlier with appsrently much amity, in order 
to inebriate their admirers by the display of allurements, which vrould lose 
their effect did they not all Join in concert to exhibit them. 

{See page 114.) 

(tf ) Men and women, in their redprocal oonvenatlonab ssmstjmea declaim 
with atone of hostility against the opposite half of the cnatloo. I do not 
like such topics, for, let them lie handled with ever eo grmt an air cf plea> 
santry, they seldom fail of exciting in those who take part In thorn ssne 
degree of heart burning. However, when they are introduced evidently 
with an intention of animating the discourse, by means of a playful wrangk, 
It is much Iwtter that the persons, who hear, in consequence, unjust re- 
msrks on their sex, should not take the matter seriously. But if It appear to 
them that the spesker goes so for as to merit a rebuke^ I have gcDcrally ob- 
served that the best way to silence and coafonnd a man, who raddy In vs%hs 
against women, is not to allow him to make his wholo sex responsible finr 
his opinions. He constantly spesks as if be were the organ of the ssnti- 
ments of all men, and we ought to answer him as remembering that he 
only utters his own, and as believing them to be far less Indulgent fur 
women than thoee of most of his brsthren. This mode of proceeding hin- 
ders the dispute from acquiring sharpness, which Is commonly caused by the 
dispntants conddering the two sexes as universolly arrayed against each 
other, and it renders the permn, who has laid himself open to this rdndw. 
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vi tlw j MS ngm smm flfve whick b« nakes in cMApariton witk other 



Wliere It i« a woman who merits oensure for praising her own aex at the 
ezpcnae of the other, she should he gentiiy told that if she. Indeed, prove 
hevKlf the steady friend of women, by vsing kindness and forbearance in all 
her reiaAioau with them, sIm Is lilghly desenring the esteem of both sexes; 
sad that, In that ease, m«n will never be afraid of depositing thsfr interests 
in her hands ; being eonvlnoed that the woman capahleof oondnoting heraelf 
wiHi invailahle goodnois oven to the moat perverse of her own sex, will 
9s»crcxhlUt an nafwiUng fuart or a wmt of principle to theirs. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

OBSERVATIONS AND REFLECTIONS ON THE DISPOSI- 
nON OF WOMEN, CONTRASTED WITH MEN, TO OC- 
CUPY THEMSELVES IN CONSIDERING THE EMOTIONS 
OF THfilR HEART. 

f 1^ — Woiaen^ whether ooasidered as intellectual or moral 
beings, are proper, by their influence orer men, to prevent 
their contracting their views, by the coaiinement of their at- 
teation to one partial class of objects. In proportion, as ap- 
pears to me, to the inferiority of their power to lay open 
some department of knowledge, by the exertion of intellec- 
tual (acuities, is their superior aptitude to relish discoveries 
in every field of knowledge, and to explore them all impar- 
tiaUy, for the sake of shedding a heart-warming light on the 
mysteries of nature. 

Men, more desirous to exercise their powers on the ela- 
ddatioa and arrangement of some object foreign to themselves, 
than to apply to the acquisition of knowledge with a hope of 
its tending to the embellishment and enrichment of their sen- 
timents, concentrate all their intellectual forces on the investi- 
gation of some one portion of nature's works, that they may 
study it with more success ; and frequently become so fondly 
attached to the object which thus engrosses them, that they 
imagine that, in «idcavouring to get thoroughly acquainted 
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with it, they exercise their talents in the only ttoode in winch 
illustrioos ones conld he worthily employed. 

§ i. — The disposition of women, as compared with men, to 
keep continually in riew the workings of their heart, appears 
still more remarkable when we consider them in a moral, than 
it does on regarding them in an intellectual light. 

Men, from the robustness of their constitution, their atten- 
tion to business, and the multiplicity of their ayoeattous, mre 
less exposed than women, to feel the blights of affliction ; how- 
ever, when they do suffer any subject of grief to take posses- 
sion of their heart, they are less able to bear up beneath it. 
Quite absorbed in their sorrow, they have extreme difficulty 
in calling to their aid reflections proper to console or temper 
it. 

Women, though they often grieve, have still such an elasti- 
city of mind, such a constant, instinctive propensity to spread 
forth, in their bosoms, a sweetly soothing train of senti- 
inents, that they continually turn their attention on every 
thought, calculated softly to assuage their sorrow, or convert 
it for them into a gentle source of tender melancholy. 

Thus, if they have the misfortune to lose a dear friend, 
they readily learn to take in visiting his grave, in watering it 
with their tears, and decking it with flowers, a sad enjoyment, 
which they would not exchange to taste the most lively happi- 
ness that the world could offer them. 

Men, in general, are forced to fly from grief, for when it 
seises them, they find themselves weighed down by unutter- 
able anguish. 

Bat it is when some unexpected calamity surprises a woman, 
and the husband whom she dearly loves, that the buoyant elas- 
ticity of mind, which distinguishes her, and which is proper 
to support her courageously under the rigour of fortune, is 
most clearly to be i-ecognised. A great, unforeseen misfor- 
tune, has frequently the effect of rousing a woman suddenly 
to perceive that -the first of all earthly blessings lies in the 
consciousness of acting nobly. Hence, it has often happened, 
that a deplorable reverse has sufficed to change the moral rela- 
tions, subsisting between a husband and the wife whom he had 
till then sustained as a helpless burden^ that looked implicitly up 
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to him to support kor wtakneM; bnt^wfao^ froni tbe timo t&at 
they W0re doomed to know adversity, filled the purt by htm of 
a guide, a comforter, and a model of firm resignatioD. 

§ 3«r^It is not neeesiary that wumon be unfortilnatil, iil or- 
der to engage them to seek, as the first of natoral pieasmres, 
that of <$on8cious magnanimity. If they usually, in high life, 
beQ0.ine too dependent on outward circumstances, it is that 
they are invited by their situation to lull themselves into the 
belief of having nolUng to do, but indolently to bask in t^e 
sttaahlne of prosperity^ 

Let them be placed in eireumstanees, ih which the exertkm 
of soose enei^ is evidently required, and where flic ambition 
to display it nobly, is kept alire in them by the attentive e3re 
of the pnUie ; then the heavenly spark which so quickly ' re* 
minda them of having a heart propoittonate to a high and 
toRy deiftiny, will be inflamed within them, and will oapaoi* 
late diem to make every sacrifice,- as well as to counsel tlieir 
friends to do the same, which may tend to consolidate the vir- 
tue and prosperity of their country. 

§ 4« — Were women's minds, owing to the institutions and 
opinions prevalent in their country, judiciously warmed by 
the hope of earning the internal satisfaction derived from a 
consciousness of nobly corresponding to our destination, mo- 
thers would not appear so unequally gifted, in reference to fa- 
thers, as they do at present ; in the power to love their children 
wisely, and never to form any views to promote tlieir welfare, 
but such as subordinate it to the public weal : nor would dley 
seem, in a moral sense, like millstones hanging a'bout the af- 
fection of the husband and fatlier, dragging him down into 
those selfish, partial concerns, with which weak, paternal ten- 
derness, uiges him to occupy himself; tliough, were it not 
for the solicitation of a beloved wife, he could summon up 
suflicient vigour of mind, to resist its temptations. His wifb, 
so far from acting the part of u teinpter, to induce him to'glve 
to his affection for their mutual offspring, too selfish a charac- 
ter, would encourage hia: love for them to direct itself on such 
lofty considerations, as woidd render it, ultimately, beneficial 
to tho objects of it, as well as serviceable to bis country and 
mankind /f^ 
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It ii triie^ llml Ibe firther wooU alw»jf« Idie Hm lettd in 
deleimuiuig himtelf and the motber of hb ckiMreiiy to teek 
their trao wellare> by forming them to prefer, to ererj per- 
•onal advantage^ a diligent discharge of all their duties, boUt 
puUic and priTate : but when a just sentiment was once kin- 
dled in the mother*B bosom, respecting the nature of the oon- 
dnct to which she ought to be exdted by the inflnence of aaa- 
lemal lore, she would know how, better than the fiithei^ to 
keep oyer present to her thonghta> all the rariety ei eoiisi- ' 
derations by which her maternal sentiments o«|^t to be kdd 
equitably poised, and prerented from degenerating into any 
extreme. A mau has such difficulty in keeping his whole mind 
awake, so that it shall not be under the dominion c^ one par- 
ticular class of affootions, that, where he repels from his heiurt, 
weak, degrading sentiments of paternal tendemessy he is ob- 
noxious to the danger^ if his feelings be not duly tempered 
by the asoendency of an amiable, though high minded woman, 
of manifesting, in his paternal relational a cruel infleidble 
sternness. 



NOTES TO THE TWENTY-SIXTH CHAPTER. 

f Seepages 119. J 

(a) To makt wonm m mothers, subordiiiste their attachmeat to their pri- 
▼ate interette, to a senae of duty to the pahlio, would be the highest achieve- 
meat wlilcfa a system, calculated to raise the female character to ita noUest 
pitch, oonldaooomplish. In order to succeed in it, it would be neijf«aiy to 
faring the natimial institutions to bear greatly on ifala oljeot, and, abow al]» 
to teach society to sympathise little in those demoastrationa of 
love, that have a oelllBh character. At preeent meet persons have a 
Indiacriminate tenderness for a mother's feelings, than ought to be caoou- 
rag ed in a country in which women were placed in a duly oonunaading 
atation. 

Nature, agreeably to her usual mode of proceedijig, gives us certain hints, 
which she leaves to our own reason, clearly to unfold and widely to apply, 
of its being her design that a mother*s feelings should only excite deq>, 
universal interest, when they have a magnanimous direction : for she impek 
ahaost every spectator to witness with disgust rather th«i pleaaurc;, the 
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p n th of aActknkTUMcl by a wimuui on lier cbiU, if ihe lie known to be 
a bad etep-aotlier to ber husband's jpngmj by a former mairfa^e. Tbe 
fedings by which mankind are goremed towards mothers of this deserip. 
tjon, ought to be extended so as to convince women thai every sordid edish 
ad to which they might be Impelled by maternal lore^ would be universally 
viewed with painful displeasurs. This, there is ample reason to think, would 
be a powerful mean to Induce mothers to act In a manner to dewrve being 
honoored by thdr country, and to inspire a general Intereot In their affec- 
tisn fir tiidr oflspring. The number of good step-mothers at present, if 
I bo wdl informed, greatly exceeds that of onkind ones^ and I believe thai 
it Is iair to ceocinde, thai noany of ihe Ibrracr have been partly determined 
to bold a praiseworthy conduct towards their step-chDdreii, by a reepeci for 
public opinioo. Their relations with that opinion are not however near so 
doee, nor so precisely marked, m they might be i their love also for their 
own chUdven Is stlU fundamentally selfish, ui^ging them to seek merely 
their adTaneaneai In rldieo and honours^ without troubling ibemoelvca 
to hiqnire whether the means by which they endeavour to obtain them 
fit Umb, be eakuhtfd to Injure their country* I believe too that there are 
fiw trhda of women's generosity, more painful to a fond mother, than thai 
which rcq[nireo them to bdiave with maternal tenderness towards the cir- 
cling of a stranger, whom they see sharing their husband's caresses with 
the children whom they have borne to him, and oftentlmee likely to in. 
hsrit the greater pari of his fortune. 

If then, Boiwhhotaiidlng the great temptations 9i mothers to look with 
afcnian en their etep-diUdren, their respect for pnblio opinion fiequcntly 
indnees them to cherish in regard to them, tender, generous senifancnts, 
what a noble public spirited disintercsledness might It not be Justly hoped 
that mothers In general would learn to display, were they advantageously 
aiCoaled for the reception Into thefa* hearts, of the full Influence of public 
opinion, and had they learned from their Infincy to firm enlightened mag- 
coooeptioiu of maiimal dutiet. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

THB CHARACTER OP WOMEN 18 OFTEN DEMORAUZRD WHSN 
THBIR SITUATION IKVITES THEM TO SEBK THE ORATIPICA- 
TION OF THEIR WISH TO BE PLEASED WITH THEMSELVES, 
NOT IN THB REGULATION OF THEIR MIND, BUT IN MAKING 
CIRCUMSTANCES BEND TO THEIR PRIDE AND YASITY. 

Where the circumstances in which women are placed, are 
not such as to keep them constantly animated with the ambi- 
tion to merit their own and the puUio esteemy by meeting, 
with wisdom and magnanimity, every diange of fortane, the 
wiHh tio be pleased with theni«elve0, and* detain a flatlefing 
homage from mankind, fbt* the part which* they aet in life, 
still continues to reign within them ; but It is wildj disorderly, 
insatiable in its claims, and it does not engage them to study 
their own mind, or to hold it prepared for conducting itself 
with wisdom, amidst all the temptations with which external 
circumstances may surround them : It prempta them rather t* 
sttidyf tkoae eirenmstanclBs, that they may aHMtge-'tkem in the 
manner the most conductre to the satisfoction of fSuBir pride, 
or of their taste for pleasure. 

That such false notions of the sentiments that it becomes 
them to cherish, in order to enjoy the consciousness of rightly 
filling their atation here below, and to render themselves 
praiseworthy ornaments to society^ must lead the women who 
indulge these notions, into a lino of conduct very prejudicial 
to the interests of a good social system, is sufficiently obvious ; 
nor shall I attempt to enumerate all the evils, tending to its 
overthrow, which must abound in a nation in which many of 
these misguided females possess considerable influence. I 
shall, however, slightly take notice of the unsatisfactory posi- 
tion respecting them in which their wedded chiefs often find 
themselves placed. 

In order that what I have to say on this subject may make 
the more impression on the reader, I shall draw a general 
comparison between the views with which the different sexes 
embark in wedlock. 
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Nstitre lias rerj wkAl secured both oseti and womcfii fhitn 
beisg dighted hf a wedded partner^ on acscottnt of potnettitng^ 
ImiI an ordinary capacity, by causing all persons to be more in- 
tent on finding a companion for life, who shall dearly lore, and 
behnre to them kindly, than on uniting themselves to one dis- 
tiaigiiished for superior inteHeetual endowments. 

The tokens, however, of love and kindness which married 
persons wish to receive from a wedded partner, are difftfrently* 
modified iu each sex, on account of a difference in views and 
ciKtimatanees. 

la men the principle of amUtton oooupies a smtiller space in 
the Biiiidi* than it does in women, though it strikes a deeper, 
firmer root in it. As it speaks to them principally of the in- 
tenal.fitoBes that it becomes them to pot in action, alMlraiAing 
the cousiderution of them gready from timt of the object which 
they m»Y ittain by the employment of them, it does not at>- 
tradt their imagination by fiisdnating images, proper to con^ 
vertritintoa great source of enjoyment* Whmi, therefore, 
th^ yield to the desire of making their social relations end 
extenml cireunutaiices redound immediately- to their happiness^ 
thoy eitlier fonn this desve as mere sensitive beings, or at 
leaet the indinations stirring witUn them are of too indolent, 
tnunqutl a nature, to be under the influetico of the ambitious 
prhieiple. 

'Ti» those sensitive fedings, and their taste for indolent 
happiness, which predominate in their bosoms, when they 
picture to themselves the joys of wedlock. In the visions of 
felicity which then diffuse themselves over their imagination, 
ambitiim has no partf The bliss with which OMurriage pro- 



* Bi the f<4l*i)HA|f dMcrlpHon, I mean no mote than to set, fn a atriking 
oootw^ the differaiioe of views wliich jyrovaila between persona of the two 
sexes respecting matrimony, when both have a high abstract Idea of the 
\ajn wMeh tiiat state oan confer, and desire ardently to enter into it, from 
adoUTeii iu which self-love is quite predominant over social. I wish to make 
it appear, supposing these views fully to liear on their seutiiueota after mau- 
r^e, wliat Is the nature of those which they ore likely to entertain for a 
wedded partiier. But I do not, by any meaoi, intend to aCir the queetion-; 
wiieUier many persons wiien they cuter into mai'riogc, are strongly under 
the inHuence of views giving them a bigli notion, though one of a se&iah 
Uiiily of the happiness which tliat statu is proper to confer. 

f They have a species of ambition, relative to marriage, but it is mode- 
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mtaet to innadtfle tlieiii» Ins aotlMig of that Tagve, iodefriile 
dbaracter, tkat oppertuns to the prospects in eorrespondoBoe 
with that iasatiable passion. 

By eateriai^ into that state, thay hope to gain a good, wkMi 
stands dearly defined before them, and which presents itself 
in indissoluble connexion with the wedded partner, who wW, 
they expect, minister it to them. When, aniamted by this 
hope^ they take a companion lor life, and that, to the best of 
h^r judgment, she fulfils their expectations, every kind net of 
hers tells on their hearts, so as to increase their tenderness, 
and even inspire them with gratitude towards her. Though 
she may not strew over their path allthe deUdons iowers with 
which theur youthful imaginalwnhad at first toM Aem that it 
ought to be decked by a wile ; their attention is so much drawn 
towards her; they hare so much opportunity to appredale 
her anxiety to please them, and devMedness to that obfeet, 
that they willingly allow that, if they do not taste all the hap- 
piness which they had once fondUy hoped for In a onion with 
her, their disa|^pointment is not owing to any lailnre on her 
part, but to their own original indulgence of expectations too 
l^gh to be realised on earth. The great deduction, reiatirely 
to the sum of the felicity stored for them in the maiiii ^ ge 
state, which they nudce, after getting well acquainted with it, 
from the estimate that they had formed, while Ihey only be- 
held it in perspectiTe, does not prevent them Irom viewing a 
foithful, affectionate wife, with a heartfelt tendemeass, thai 
assumes, gradually, a deeper tone, as their uni<m with her 
becomes more andent. 

When a woman marries, with a view, not to founding her 
happiness on the variety of sentiments of a pure, virtnoos 
description, which her diange of condidon may be the menns 
of putting into activity within her, but to render external 
circumstances more lavourable to her tasting gratifications 
centring in hersdf, ambition is spread throng^out her whole 
mind, and stamps its character on all her internal feelings. 
As it degenerates into vanity, by suggesting images to her of 

rmte, «»rderly and not BeUUth. It consists simply iu the wish to ice her to 
whom they pledge their vows a credit to them, whether hy her connexions 
or pwaonal cndowuMnti. 
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the gTMl efiMli wUoii the may prodaoe, witlieiit engaging her 
to mxHt, laborkmalj) lier incnltiea, in order to prodaoe tiiem, 
It iodaeee lier to seek her principal pleaawe in the illnaiona of 
imiynatiiwi* She ia inordinate In her detiret, and yet the b 
itaiwly awwe of nny that engage her to lore a hnaimnd. Va- 
nity ia eatroBMly teUhh ; Aoogh it render the penon po fla a og 
ed by it tatatty dapaadent on thelionMige or bounty of otheray 
yet H never leoha on them in any other light than that of 
agenta bonnd to fnmiah it with the means of fruition. It eon- 
sidera aething imt thoae meana^ of which it ia daairona to knoir 
whetbar they be ia anficientabnndaaee. Bnt let them be ftir- 
mabed in ever ao great pvofnaiea, it inapirea no gvatltnde to 
Um wbo beatowa dmrn ; fcr it wlu^cr% to the heart ruled by 
it»tiuit Hreaeivea nothing bnt its dae from thoae wbomakethe 
moat atrenuoua ezertiona to procure it aatiafretion. The man 
wbo baa the miafortane to be united by raaniage to a woman 
thaa under the government of aa overweeaing vanity, need 
aaver expect to be feadly aoothed by ber, except when ahe 
toaka to wheedle htm into an unreaaonaUe compKaace with 



Oaee ahe baa made uae of Um aa the inatrument to pat la 
ejmcattoa her extravagant prcgeetci and reduced him to aa in- 
digence that diaaHea him from miniatering tothemany longer, 
she aeparatea from him with aUhorrance, and complains of the 
want 4rf foresight by which he has involved her in misery. 



CHAPTBR XXVIIL 

XXAIOIIATIOK OF 80MB POINTS OF WOMBN's MORAL VATVUBy 

nrrsNDBD to rmufisH vltimatblt still furthur proofs 

OF TBB TRBATMXNT WHICH THBY RBCRIVB, AT PRBSBNT, 
BSDfO INJUDICIOUS^ FROM ITS WANT OF OORUBSPONDBNOB 
WITH THBIR MORAL flONSTITUTION. 

§ L — I have^ in some of the foregoing chapters, applied 



mfsolf to omiytifeivgr tte m^w of thb gteat and BM»ifi>14 
evils, IttUe to leiult from boMUng wotmrntoiho <;oiilvi|l,af 
1<^ dualMUties» wkioli discoonge them hwa sedtiag JtOsgnin 
«U tfaat mental imiMOTemenfetliafcilief miglit<Miqnke»by a 4iU- 
gent deveiopeinemt of their nativeftMnikma ; vUle^ al the aafl»e 
tune* they ace treaited with ao iadalgettea^ iaTiting thorn 'to ooih 
•id^r themselves ae beiasa ia lAoae iMroar fiutime ahovM ever 
beiledcedia fmiles, andatwheaolbiftsheaheaUhailanitQby 
pnacienflttrihutea. 

I ihaU p rti a ea t» in due chapter, vartons taaina of ohaenra- 
tieiiSy aU ooinbinmgto.baar» nltfanately»onlheoneol(jeet» naaae- 
ly: thatoffoniidrittg an additienalieaie»lo prove that women 
•onghtto he muoh fieer than thef are, to peovide for 4heir own 
independent maintenanooy by aateady attention to laadd»le».ia- 
dottviooil pnnntta. 

Natnte, in distribnting mankind into diatinot portions, on 
which she has stamped differently.modtfed ohametefs, has prp- 
disposed eadh portion of them, particnlaely, to feel the worth 
of some.speeial vtrtne. 

As all the virtues are closely allied, by enoonniging them 
to ottltivate die one for which they have, naUwaHy, a predilec- 
tton, yon do mach towards preparing them lor the exerciee of 
the others ; wbeieaa if, allowing them to mtgleet their favou- 
rite one, ypn endeavour* to reoommend another to their pcac- 
tice, yon succeed but very imperftclly» because yon do not 
give to their natural good qualities their due, orderly basis. 

This principle seems to me to have I>een, hitherto, entirely 
overlooked by those who ordinate women's station, and sug- 
gest rules for their education. 

Men are desirous that women should, particularly, prise in 
themselves the virtpie jof charity, Y^th |lU its attendant train 
of delicate, elegant feelings. They would gladly see this vir- 
.tne guarded in their minds by principles of religiooi of honour, 
by every sentiment, in short, which can, finnlyi n^aiotaiit it« 
empiio over them. Supposing that women f^ht ,^ be still 
more sensible than they to the value fitamped by t)iis yir|oe on 
the female character, they are, cootinvally, sh9ched i^ sur- 
prised on perceiving that crowds of them are unable to resist 
the slightest temptation to trample it.under foot. 
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NiAivrillttlMidiag the nmnlieiii of the sex vAom they see 
wilting to Ufm^jgrats its law8» they cannot help pemiading 
tbenselTeft lliat ft)io womaa mwit be an na^it^i^ monstor^ 
wko doen not adhere to that yirtae whidi tl^ey eo mn^h ad- 
mire in feniala»» with a atrongper ^ttacbm^t than ihe.deea .to 
hev life. 

And.yet, the won^ui vh^m the slfg^it^at t 4 i nyt nt}on cap cn« 
gago.to depart . firom itt imay not .have been foiraied by »ifiufef^ 
with a peculiarly defeqti ^ moral eofuitittttion ; for, s^ti^ipge a 
paradox aa I may |ni thought to adranoe^ it.i^ jncnmbent on 
roe to 6ay» that nature has not gi|rw.towope9i.thatf||MlFti9nae 
that she haa bestmr^ #n nien» of the ebarqp . wmI. impelling 
dignity* whi^ the Y|rtae-^at ia mpat 0B|iao»«n^l'toth0 female 
sex, can thed oTor it; nOT haa 8he» above .all things* .fyv^^ 
them with an aptitude to cpn^iye the 8#ntipiePt of itH beiv^ 
their duty to pmdia^ it. .She haa indeed* in ^the early .part of 
women's life* crowded ia(p their bo#oni9 a n|uttitnde of. alarm-' 
edand timid fe^tnga* the chaotic .confiiai»n>.of .wJnqb* G9uld 
alone be taught to subside* and giye place to .a beantifoU well 
ordered disposition of their sentimenttH by their learning 
deady to eompiehend the nature pf all the. laws Spotted on 
them by the virtue in qnestioni and to feel a ^p spoatan^ua 
attachment to them. .Bat a diaevimination betw^^n iJie feelinga 
wluch essentially Wong to tht9 Tirtu^. and those fearful, beah- 
fial ones, that are .only like the refuse of the materials stored 
in their bosopos for the erection of its fabric, is denied byna" 
turn to women. They look anxiously to the opinions of mfin* 
that they may teach them to. know what they ought,, or ought 
not, to preserve of theqi. They have no absolnte, native 
sense whatever, of the existence of such a virtue i irhen they 
ac^re fixed notions respectii^g it, it is in consequence. of. ti^r 
sympathy with the sentiments of men, or else of doctrines in- 
calcated to them. Nay, men themselves, though, when they 
reflect and reason on this subject, they require from women a 
deeper, spontaneous sense of the worth of female virtue than 
even they posM^, yet are governed by contnuy feelings, 
where they follow instinctively the workings of their heart. 

When they admire the timid lovely young virgin, are they 
charmed by the persuasion that the in^gc of female chastity 
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glands as beantifal, as clearly defined, in her imagiiialian as it 
does in thdrs ?^ Do they not on the eontrsry, lore to tliink 
that she is in as total ignorance on this subject, as it is safe to 
allow a grown np girl to be ; bitt that all that she has been' 
tnnght, all the lud>its that she has acquired, hare tended iin* 
perceptibly to nonrtsh in her pure, delicate sentiments? 
Woold they not start with horror at the thought of her being 
led into loose society, not merely becanse sneh trei^ment woidJ 
be an outrage undeserTed by her, but also from being aware 
that, owing to her being gorerned almost solely by habit, she 
might readily be contaminated ? 

The inyolnntary presentiments of men are well founded. 
Young women, where they have from infhncy fi^e4nenti<d a 
Tirtnous, elegant society, are long habituated, to an obaerr- 
ance 4>f all the refined - laws of modesty, ere they form to 
themselves a clear absolute notion of this virtue. Though they 
early learn that they ought to be adorned with it, yet they 
look continually to the sentiments of men A»r teaching them 
theefilscCs which it ought to produce on their bdiaviour, to 
make their possession of it unquestioned. All that young men 
whom they look upon as sincere friends, as lor instance esteem- 
ed brothers, teD rational well disposed girls, rdatively to the 
rules by their attention to which, modest women are distin- 
guished, sinks deep into their heart, and they -are carefully 
guided by it, satisfied that the counsels to whidi they hearken, 
are given to them by persons who know, much better than 
they do themselves, how it becomes modest females to act. 

9 

When wodien reject the method of having recourse to the 
sentiments of well intentioned men, for making them conver- 
sant with the genuine dictates of modesty, and lay down for 
themselves rules respecting it, on the supposition that they 
are better acquainted, than the other half of the creation can 
possibly be, with the operations of this quality in the female 
breast, they generally arrange such severe prudish maxims, under 
the head of the laws of female modesty, as pUunly denote the 
want of a natural tact to discover the beauty and amiable na- 
ture of this quality. 

A husband in the early days of marriage, delights, as it is 
well known, in teaching the feelings and imagination of his 
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bride, if Itelmve etponsad a timid maiden, to corroborate the 
prindples which he presomet that she has learned, in setting 
cleai^y .before her the lovely nature of female modesty, and 
making her justly comprehend its finest, most elegant dictates. 
Happy the youthful finir one resigned to a wedded lord* whose 
plastic mind b skilful to establish in hers, the proportions and 
tymmetry of modest virtue ! 

tf the c9nsciousne8s of its unspeakable value, be not stamped 
by her chief in all the feelings of a married woman, she will^ 
in proportion to her insensibility to it, be tempted to let her 
wandering imagination depict to her th^ charms in which an 
artful female, uncurbed by principle^ may deck herself* 

Women have much quicker perceptions to discover the wiles 
by which they may eninare men» than they have to enable 
them to s^reciate the i^ftttiments that engage the lords of the 
creation deeply to reverence female virtue. 

It is this want of an intuitive perception of the charms which 
ought to emanate from modest qualities in a woman, that oc« 
casions so many persons of the fair sex to cultivate those qua- 
lities horn a cold principle of dnty, without being warmed by 
the engaging sentiments which would result from them, were 
they duly cherished by them. The consequence is, that res- 
pectable women too often appear to adhere to modesty from 
insensibility, rather than from a profound affection for it. 

I do not however believe that it would be possible for most, 
respectable single women, once they are no longer in the bloom 
of youth, to charm beholders by those simple unstudied graces, 
which they might still derive from a truly modest disposition, 
did nature canse a sense of its worth, and of the laws pre- 
scribed by it, spontaneously to shoot in their breast. When, 
by observation and reflection, they have learned justly to esti- 
mate the unspeakable value which it is proper to confer on a 
woman'smind, and the charms which it ought to shed over it, they 
must let unequivocal signs appear, of their having been led, by 
acquired principle and knowledge, rather than by native feel- 
ing, thns to pay to woman's most essential virtue and mental 
omaoient, a full tribute of well founded admiration. The 
perception that their sense of ito worth proceeds from well 
directed thoughtful habits, and not from spontaneous senti- 

VOL. III. I 
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ments, oppofies itself to their being adorned with any attrac- 
tive graces in the eyes of spectators, even though they con- 
vince them of their sincere attachment to and just appreciation 
of this virtue. 

Single women, however, advanced in life, offer a much more 
agreeable spectacle, when they thus let it appear, that they 
have learned from observation and reflection, folly to com- 
prehend the value of female modesty, and to be aware of the 
nicest efiects which it ought to produce on the external mien, 
than they do when they seem to be still under the infloenoe of 
that simple, innocent confusion of ideas, which is so bewitch- 
ing in fair young maidens* 

The proper progress of modest feelings in single women, is 
prodnc^d by a gradual transfer of tb^ from a basis of faabit, 
and of a timidity that dares not inqnilto into the cause of them, 
to a basis of sound principle and enlightened reason. Inno- 
cence loses all its chanbs, and degenerates into stupidity, when 
a single woman advanced in years, appears as if her good con- 
duct flowed from it, and that her conversation is adapted to 
favour the supposition of her being a total stranger to any 
thought, which could induce her to compare the pnre happiness 
of virtue ^ith the pleasures promised by vice. What pleases 
in. a woman, whether married or single, who is past the bloom 
of youth, iS| not certainly to hear her ofVen, even with a good 
motive, turn the conversation on subjects, on which the chaste 
mind does not like to arrest its attention. It is to perbeive 
that all her sentiments are so ni<^ly regulated by the laws of 
modesty, that it is to be presumed, that she could iiot bare 
arrived at such a clear and fine understanding of them, with- 
out having traced them far back towards their source, (a) 

§ 2. — I have now adduced those arguments with which my 
knowledge of women's moral constitution has furnished me, to 
convince the reader, — who may himself have observed then^ 
much, though without having drawn from his observations 
any conclusions touching the natural organization of their 
minds, — that they have not that instinctive attachment to chas- 
tity, that would exactly be in harmony with the profound ap- 
probation with which men recognise in a woman the existence 
of this virtue. 
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I shfM now axpose my septimdnto r^pectiog tUeir Altach^ 
ment to another good quality, or virtue, of which nature has 
predisposed theni to entertain an original sense of the value, 
without Gollectiog it from the feelings of men. 

This virtue is probity in all its branches, comprising honesty 
in material traasactions, candour and truth in the commnm- 
cation of thoughts, and faithfulness in engagements, 

I do not mean, that a woman's imagination, similarly to a 
man's relatively to female chastity, is prompt to paint to her 
universally the charms which probity diffuses over the character 
<>f the person, who inviolably observes its laws* But wdmen 
certaioly, in the details of their conduct, mark such a conscir 
oosness of its being their duty to practise this virtue^ that, 
had they aneq^iaUy naturaly deep-felt conviction of their being 
bound to observe the laws of chastity, it would not be difficult 
to render most of them commendable for their modttty, con- 
sidering the care that is expended on engaging them to adorn 
themselves with this unspeakably precious quality. 

That mankind are naturally disposed to look on what they 
.possess as their p^uliar property, may be inferred from the 
disposition of infants, who, as soon as they have sufficient in- 
telligence to make the necessary observations, imagine that all 
the material things which they or their friends constantly use, 
belong exclusively to the person in whose service they are em- 
ployed ; and they are irritated, as though an act of ii^justice 
were committed, when they see any strangCMr take possession of 
the|n* 

These idistract reflections on the nature of mankind, might 
natDiaUy lead us to suppose that men, from being more in- 
clined than women, to form to tliemselves general laws by the 
Qse of their reason, would more quickly than they, learn to 
respect their neighbour's right in his property, from die con- 
scioosnese of expecting their neighbour not to disregard (heif 
rigkt in theirs. The reverse however is the case. Women 
quickly perceive that it would be equally unjust in them to 
d^rire another of any matter belonging to him, as it would be 
tnjiim to rob them of any of their worldly goods ; while it is 
strenuousljr to inculcate this principle on the yet di|c- 

I 2 
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tilo mhd of men, for when the temptation to disregard it srises 
they are prone quickly to forget it. 

The sentiment of their force ti^fgests to them that m^hi 
constitutes right ; so that every thing is theirs which they are 
able to se]2e or keep. Though they know that where equal 
laws reign, this doctrine is abolished, nature continually pre- 
rails with them over instruction, making them feel little 
scruple in applying to th^r own use the property of ano- 
ther, (ft) 

Women, having the sense of their weakness present to their 
raind, cling instinctively to the general laws of justice, whose 
observance renders the weak as secure as the strong, in what 
they possess. 

Men oftener than women manifest an inflexible vpright- 
ness in their transactions, because they have learned to 
fortify their native weakness, by steady principles established 
after mature reflections ; and that, when they are accustomed 
to exercise with skill some business, involving the handling of 
other people's money, they become attached to honesty in their 
dealings, as being an essential part of that employment, in 
which from habit, and a love of making use of their talents, 
they take pleasure in being engaged. 

Men too, as long as they have never transg^ressed the laws 
-of strict honesty, perceive that it is very dishonourable to do 
80, and think that nothing could induce them to violate them : 
but let them once elude paying a creditor, let them once bor- 
row without meaning to refund, and it is surprising how quickly 
they become insensible to the reproaches of conscience and 
honour: no subterfuge appears to them too shameful, if they 
can, by having recourse to it, decline discharging their delfts. 

When the principles of honesty that may have been taught 
to women, have ceased for a time to operate, and that they 
^have been guilty of some fraudulent acts, it is still possible, 
in many instances, to awaken in them a sense of honour, en- 
gaging them to be just, or even magnanimous, in th^r pecuni- 
ary dealings. On observing the outward signs of what |ttsses 
in their mind on these occasions, I think it easy to perceive, 
that their conscience, far more lively and restless than that of 
men, in taking cogniaance of sins against probity, cannot be. 
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like theirs, lulled once for all to allow sudi sins lo pass mire- 
proved. 

f d« — Varioua reuons prerent the viTacity of women's oon- 
science, ijB respect to these matters, from being noticed as it 
desenws. 

Firsi^Thetr great disposition to look np to men as their 
Models, relatirely to any line of conduct, the rules for the 
pursaanoe of which, are the same for both sexes, sometimes 
Makes them consider it mamfy and wise not to be sompulous in 
the fulfilawnt of their pecuniary engagements. 

Even when they do not exactly think so, they are still led 
away by the example of dishonesty, which men so often set 
them. 

Secondly — They are very apt, in their pecuniary dealings 
with men, to take nnfiur advantages, because men, in their 
dealings with them, very frequenUy qnite disrogard the kws 
of reciprocal jastico. 

When men are under the impulse of compassioot generosity, 
or gallantry, they eagerly expend for a woman, whatever sum 
the occasion calls for, and will not hear of her refunding it to^ 
them. If, on the contrary, they are prepossessed with the idea 
•f a woman's being in more affluent circumstances than them- 
selves, and that she does not peculiarly interest them, they 
greedily seiae all opportunities to drain her purse, applying to. 
her for aid without hesitation, and making her pay extrava- 
gantly high for any services which they render her« In short, 
they act as if sensibility, not a settled principle of justice^ 
shoold determine the mode of conducting money transactions 
betwoen them and women. 

One of the parties, as they seem to suppose, deserving al- 
ways tho compassion and succour of the other, the latter 
would do very wrong should it withhold from it its due. 

Sympathy inth men determines many women to conform 
their 4x»ndnct to the maxims which so frequently appear tacitly 
to govern theirs. Like their models too, they are more in-, 
dined to understand them in a sense favonrable to their iute- 
rocta, than in one opposed to them. 

However, though some women act, in consequence, as if 
they thought it no harm to cheat and beguile men out of their 
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woridly substance, a firm minded man, xvho would steadily 
show them that, where justice in money transactions wAs eon- 
cemed^ he made no difference between them and his own sex, 
>^woiild» i am persuaded, find it less difficult to awaken in them, 
than In men, a spirit of justice, where it had been allowed to 
slamber.(r) 

Thirdly-— Women are said to be, when they addict ihern^ 
selTes to the practice of defraudihg their neighbour, mere 
hardened^ and more inclined to glory in their wtckedness than 
men. If this be tme,^ — and, I own, l^t various focts, with 
^hich I am acquainted, incline me to doubt it, — I attribute it 
to their endeaTours to impose sileuce on their conscience. It 
is necessary for them to drown its clamours, by conjuring *up 
m their imagination splen^d images of their hardy and noble 
firats ; as sndi they seek to represent to themaelires those of<* 
fences agMQSt probity, which Aey trirmbie to see in their ge- 
nuine aspect. Men haye less occasion to keep their imagina- 
tion in a ferment, tendii^ to hide from them the nature ol 
Aeir dishonest practices, because their conscience, more ^ea* 
eeut, islesa indtned to trouble their guilty repose* 

Foarthly<— Women's talents so evidently adapt A/em to 
succeed well in wily straU^^ems, that nmny men think that 
Aey must take pleasure in putting them in practice ; and that 
accordingly they must have naturally great inducements to in- 
cur the guilt of frandful duplicity. 

Women have indeed u species of talents which fit them for 
utideitaking a disguised warfieire to be carried on by a series 
df deceitful, ensnaring arts. When their chairacter is debased 
by oppression ; when they are taught by men,— what they 
used, as I understand, commonly to learn firoiti them, — that 
tiiey are arrogunt masters, but that women, notwithstanding-, 
can contrive to cheat them out of the empire of the world, so 
skilled are they in the art of duping and blinding them, then 
do they frequently become dexterous deceivers. But thl« is 
not tirhat they are inelined to be, when their sentiments are 
unfolded by kind, liberal treatment, as, I believe, is now ac- 
knowledged by many. For, along with the custom, once too 
prevalent among men, of treating them with a humiliatiDg 
superciliousness, the opinion lilso seetus to be greatly explod- 
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e4i Qf dieif b^ing opnsiinimate in tUe art of inventing plausi- 
ble talcs to impose oq ^ hiisband^s credulity. 

Womaiiy with little stay in herself, either from a conscious- 
nesf of fonse, or a sentiment of order, instinctively searches 
jH^me steady rule of conduct. She finds such a rule in the 
determination ever to be candid, sincere, and faitliful to her 
prooMse* Ilef heart dpes not feel at ease ; all does not seem 
to heir f^abn and fvell ordered in it, when it can charge itself 
w\lh aQjr duplicity* 

jSopb a love of sinperity in her speech, and of fairness in 
liOK 09Bdttc(, admirably fi^ her for the place whic^ nature djc- 
Mglia her to ftUi namoly-^tli^t of a being siybjecf; to a superior, 
who is duMlged with $he care of developing, fashioning, and 
fi^wM^pg her mind. To render such a task practicable to man, 
H i» necessary that her heart, free from disguise, be, in a close 
relationship, thoroughly lai(} open to him, ifnd tliat she prac- 
tise ao dooeit with him. 

§ 4,r-^l have, in iny last section, taken a yiew of those pro* 
perti«0 of thiB human mind which resist the operations of wo- 
man a native oonscipiisu^ss of the worth of probity, and against 
irhjfh i|; IS, in pyery state of society, necessary to guard, that 
they loay not render iueffipient the impulse within her, of 
the moral sense, urging her to the practice of that virtue. 

I shall* io this sectioq, a^d two more obstacles to the love 
oi psobity shining in its fnU lustre in her heart, that seem, 
more than any of the former, to owe their existence to tlie pe- 
culiar institutions and customs by which the nation is ruled. 

The first of these obstacles consists in married women not 
beiiig allowed, by industrious occupations, to acquire personal 
property. It is true that the probity which ought to be incul- 
cated in women, extends ,to the regiilation of many parts of 
their mode of being, b/esides their conduct in money or met- 
canlile traiisautioos. An uprighit manner of dealing, however, 
in regard to.them» is what ought to form the basis, on whicfi 
their probity, in all its variety uf aspects, should bo reared. 

'Tu aoeh transactions itha^ ijff^r a .tangible, mechanical rule, 
by which the public and themselves can, exactly, calculate 
the laxity or strictness of the hotiet»t principles wbich guide 
them. 
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If they be weQ aecastomed to those traasactioiis, and to the 
maoifestation, in conducting them, of an unimpeachable pro- 
bity, it will not be diflScult to indoee them to extend their 
riews orer all the ramifications of this rirtne, and to determine 
* them to keep it, in its widest bearings, in yigoroos possession 
of their heart. 

But if little opportunity be allowed a woman to become eon- 
Torsant in the mode of regulating pecuniary aifiurs^ the pre> 
cepts of probity that may be taught her, appear |o her desul- 
tory and abstract She does not learn to epply them clearly 
to her own conduct, nor to seiie th«n iu that orderly jnetbod 
by which she can easily detect the slightest Iransgresslou ei 
them, so that she, continually, offends against them wilboni 
being aware of her fault: by her thus learmng to slight, or noi 
to heed them, her principles are undermined, and all her jneral 
feelings are thrown into confttsion« 

Little can, then, be done towards stamping, in women's aaind, 
just, comprehensive principles of probity, till their indnstrioue 
faculties are left unshackled, and that they are trained to the 
management of considerable pecuniary concerns. 

The second obstacle that, at present, prevents women from 
acquiring just, magnanimous principles touching the Tirt^e of 
probity, is the degenerate, demoralising notion which so nnl- 
Tersally prevails, that each individual, in all matters of com- 
mercial exchange, ought, 8im|dy, to attend to his own interest 
leaving it, entirely, to the opposite party to take care of his; 
thus making^ all afiidrs of this kind the occasion of a petty, 
concealed warfare, over which self-love exclusively presides, 
and wherein our doty towards our neighbour is totally for- 
gotten. 

I own, that I do not think it probable that civilised nations 
would ever have arrived at the pass, of considering a sordid, 
distrustful principle of selfishness, as legitimate monarch of 
the whole field of lucrative transactions, were not that field 
too exclusively occupied by men, in whom attention to their 
own interests readily acquires a character of selfishness aod 
injustice. 

Were women allowed sufficiently to appear in it, the defor- 
mity of the principle which teaches us to pursue a profitable 
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business solelf for own emoldment, and widi an rntention to 
outwit, where we can, those who deal with ns, would be seen 
in saeh a rerolting light, that pains i^ould, as I conjectmre, be 
generally taken to instil into the persons, engaged in mercan- 
tile dlkirsy a more generous way of thinking. Nor would 
these pains, as far as women were concerned, be ineffectual, 
for they would put into activity their native sense of probity^ 
and deCermhie them, in their commercial bargains, fairly and 
openly to aoeord to the opposite party, ad v antages equal to those 
which they would claim themselves. These pains would not 
he lost on men either ; for though dishonest ones sometimes 
take advuiilage of an unsuspeeting principle of equity in a wo* 
Man, tiie more eauly to plunder her of the gifts of fortune, 
yet, i^iere many fonnles f^peared incapable, in worldly traffic^ 
•f eaddUtiag a sordid attachment to self-interest, men would 
admire and imitate their honorable proceedings. Where they 
are not whoOy oorrupted, they are, readily, roused to emulate 
sound, lofty principles of probity, displayed by their fomale 
friends. 

However, at present, established principles, concerning the 
mode of conducting pecuniary negociations, are formed to cor* 
respond to Ae natural operations of men's character, and wo- 
men adopt them to the entire disfigurement of theirs, and to 
the obKteradon, in a great degree, of all that is foir and noble 
in dieir native sense of justice. 

In arranging affairs of interest, they only see one side of the 
question ; the side Aat represents to them their own rights ; 
for they hold it as an unquestionable fact, that the person wiUi 
whom they are settling these matters, is wholly bent on secur- 
ing lua : nay, they generally conclude, that he is so eager to 
increase his gains to the utmost, that he will not scruple to 
endeavour, unfiiirly, to overreach them. 

Far, then, from any afiair of business which they may have 
to transact, contributing to keep sentiments of honesty and 
fair dealing in exercise in their mind, it exdtes them to culti- 
vate for wrong purposes, that intellectual subtlety which dis* 
tinguishes them, and which, where they make an ill use of it, 
enables them to become very artfol and deceitfoL 

When women thus turn dieir thoughts, exclusively, to the 



advimeemeMt of their own intorosts, wi^vt com'uteimgr Ui 
tlii» lewt, an 4»ppo8ii0 party's reaaoaa)>le claw9» Miey arrive, 
quickly, at die beliaf that whatever they ivkh £ot is their 
right, and having thus set up> in behalf of tbpmaelvef , a &he 
flandar4 of justiee, they discover, f|:eqnently^ gi;ei|t peirtip#rity, 
aod a very shrewd discernments ^i c^ryiilg int^ effect fh^ 
deCernination to aat up to it. 

Th^ do the unfortmiate p^rssmpa who bj^T® tp def4 with 
them, bitterly contrasting their worrying capf g ioppi, mi^Un^ 
arnDgpiiee, and rigid owe nut to exceed 19 r^WHWyiytia^g th^ir 
services, with t)ie forb^ar^npe aod liberality which they oIUq 
experifsee Ihw nien, conclude f^iat Mifi fffimlo sex is neMer 
lifted with the Immune feeUngp, per 4he 901m of jjntiee wbicb 
abevnd in the loirdly one* 

$ <d,F-rJU*t]eean ho done ^wamk eamiiig lim pfriwirlo9 wbieh 
•uetaiii the wum of probity t^ aeqiriiae a fully eotnpreheoaiirfi 
detreleimieRt in wovuw'a ouAd* till tb^ wtiHa ti o p Iw b^sn 
snftrienriy w'^n^f to edn^ of their paying cIp^B^ ni^tJl^qdi- 
cai attention to affairs of interest. 

Where they h^e a eonsidei«MM» horodJtiMry ^PFtM^o* l^ey 
eheuU lie oariy AecoaloBied to fooiMrf jfcb^if mMl tf^/ey^^v^ 
alee loiioU an aceurate jb^kmce b^ti^i^en thejyr infwq^^ e^r 
penditore* 

4airls In etiiKed etreowitencee %kfi)ai4 <^ <» gWtf lumber of 
mensantile employments, inviting Ih^n^ to f^^tfh by §fi indua- 
liions applieetisii 4o ihem, an.mdependent liveliluNKL 

Tho skiU whjnb th^y v^enld acqoii^ by ^e e^€|;e)sef»f them, 
■i^vld, «ba«!et e^vrayyi, after marriage, servo ^ ffM^ then^ 
naefnl assietante ^ a l^sb aft d . 

Bv^ni haveitafted in ftferyo^er <4w^i titW ^^^<>^ VF^y 
40 the :ae^ieilia«i ef Midnslrions jtmbits, if murried ifomien be 
not allowed by law to remnip nb^elnte Qiut^oases jpf t^ei^ pro- 
perty nftd fr«iit of their iodastry. 

§ (Srr— Besides training girls to s^k, in a conscientions maa,- 
ner, itoeneaMgeier in<wnns the^ ^ituAe, 4^i^njt measures 
ehooli be Aalmnito incnlcate on t|^^m the y^ue of |u:ob^ty, and 
hahitoate diem to a ctiict adherence po it. 

I shall specify some of th^in. 

Giris dmnld he ii^aght to re^^ on tfic .cruc|lty ^nd in/nstice 
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of tormenting' a uliopkeeper, wasting his timo, and tipoilinf^ 
his goodsy by tossing them over, when tliey hire no thoughts 
of buying^ them. They shonld also learn to infiMrm thorn* 
selTOSy caralidly^ of the reteonahley ctinreni worth, ^ the 
eommodittes wMoh they intend to purchase. 

Then, ehonld it appear that the mershaat asks too tnaeh, ta 
offer for them fairly, according to their knowledge^ rather 
tiian stand higgling ahani the price, in 4he unhaadsoaie anan- 
nertn widshthey sometimes do» as if their oi»|eel wero to 
wmry the msrehnat lAta a aunrender of his goads to them, 
without any profit(cf) 

§ r^^I ihoald Kke to anerionto air gMs the mattiai that 
peafde'aliflM is their psoperty, ssid that ihatafore they would 
connntt an injaetiea did ihey tuake thamsel^Rea ha waited imtf 
by those wte liad Appointed ta meet them at a paiticukr 
haor* 

Hm^ pfaaepton ahanld, iMweaer, aroid bhdiiagihem-dawa 
ta a niefc'hnnw'al aooufaey «i Ae dMemwae of rales or engage- 
ments. A girl's nataial dispesttna is repugnant to her heing 
treated as a Irring maohiae, nor eeald ehe long ind herself 
oUigad ta hehafa ae saeh» withaat iseliag waarisameness and 
depre s s i on of apirilSi(e) 

$ 6.-*--Oiils ahaald, alsa^ be caraiaUytanghtthatjasticeffa. 
qaiiaspe w a ns In poawr to seek tot|fcati% Ac ■a aac u a h le wishes 
af their dependenli ; also to ivhniie thsniiar a casual nagleot 
of duty, with moderation and indulgenoe. 

They should not, I think» be tokl that a waman aughH, on 
Boaoaouut, to liare aeeoarse to that angry madeaf ■eprimsnj ■ 
ntgf ^uHdeh may lie temed soeldingp. 

A seoMBng, pavtieulariy from a tetale kit aatheKit|ry neulilly 
aanes grant pain %a the persea to whom it is addreaMM^JMit OB 
that varyaseonnt, if it be well timed sbkI in jaat m e as a r e, it 
dawkij in their ^flrst vise, disorders which might otheruuse call 
laF naianer, seaere^ penalties* 

But girls should be tanghst that a aodUUag, to iienains who 
learityis a puniahmeot— oflontlmes a veryaffliative.one/^Hwhi€h 
it wmdd be highly unjust to employ without neoassity. She 
wfcairaqwady admiaisters it, aeadets henmlf justly liable ta 
the reproach oif cmel tycam^ tawaade il^ioiie on whom die in- 
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llieta it ; niilen they liare become so indifferent to lier wrath, 
as to hear, with utter insensibility, the expression of it. 

In which case siie grieyoosly impairs her own dignity. 

Girb siionld, then, be taught that the plea of a hasty temper 
is no ezcose for a woman angrily reprimanding her dependents 
without a snflSoient canse, no more than it is for any other act 
of iignstiee. 

They should learn to think that a woman, jost and eqnitaUe 
in all hw proeeedingi, only scolds with a rincere intention to 
correct a faolt, and with a hope not to have occasion again to 
inflict tUs punishment. 

CarOy I think, should be tdken to impress on their minds 
the oonvietion, that the mistress of a house commht some 
errorin the maaagement.of it, when she inds it necessary to 
scold fipeqnently or iniemperatoly. A little scidding will suf- 
fice where her reproaches cause pain : and she is wrong, as 
appe a rs to me, to keep the senrants, or to rear the children 
at home, who hear, with indifference, the words by idiich she 
announces that they hare incnned her displeasure^ 

§ ^4 — I would, also, accustom my female pnpib, when they 
are asked a question, to giving a precise answer, fiurly reply-^ . 
ing to Ab demand made. Girls— sometimes boys, though not 
near sd often,— -are very prone^ when they are asked a qnes- 
tioo, which, lirom some motive, they do not Hke to answer, to 
give a reply, that does not tally widi it, as if they mistook 
your meaning. 

They are often allowed to escape a rebuke, by this apparent 
obliqnity of nnderstaiiding; however, when the habit of affect- 
ing it grows up with them, it commonly ends by rendering 
their mental vision so confused, that they cannot, clearly, see 
the Bsode in which the principfes of rectitude, whose tmtb 
they may abstractly acknowledge, apply to their practice. 

They then commit unfair actions, without perceiving their 
injustice, if, to render it evident, it would be necessary to 
enohain two or three ideas regularly together. 

When girls first begin to seise, in a wrong point of view, 
the sentimenta which they hear uttered, the error of this pro- 
ceeding, and the pernicious results that it may in fotnre havoi 
should be carefully explained to them. 



CHAF.ZXVin.] BOOKn, 141 

' They Bhonld nfrw hare to fear jpnnislimeiity nor harah re- 
proaches, when tiiey explieitly answer aqniMtiony or candidly 
Gontes their faults^/) - 

§ 10. — My great object in the edaeation of girls would be, 
to make them, feel an effectnal wish, — ^by which nature has 
amply disposed them to be moTed« — to correspond, as nearly 
ss human infirmity admits, to the following maxim of the 

** Just be your tlMmghtii, uid ererj wiord ibioen ; 
** And know no wish but wbat the world nmj hoar.** 

Such fine, comprehensiTO principles of probi^, rendered 
eCmot ia their bosom, wonUl not, by the artless simplieity 
which they would effuse over their coovenation, cause them 
to be less interesting in general society, or less enliyening to 
it. They would only give them the custom ei explunmg 
their real sentiments on any given topic, and, in consequence, 
by turning their attention more dosely to the oonsideration 
of them, would deepen and multiply them. 

They should also be stimulated, by their position and edu* 
cstiouy to concern themselves, much more than they do, in 
many of life's interesting afiiurs. 

Various topics, proper to animate conversation, might then 
be discussed in their presence, and they would be able to 
fertilise and embellish them with an inexhaustible abundance 
of ideas, owing to the high cultivation of their minds^ and the 
variety of their individual characters. 

§ 11« — In respect to their conduct in close domestic rela- 
tionsy the advantage of training girls to a strict observance of 
the dictates of probity, would be unspeakable. 

It would render the task easy of confirming them in a res- 
pect for that virtue whose practice is most recommended to 
tkeoL They would naturally avoid staining themselves with 
Ae opposite vice, considering that it is one of which they 
could not usually be guilty, without committing, also, many 
acta of perfidy and duplicity, in order to hide excesses 
which, should they be publicly unveiled, would plunge them 
in a gulph of in&my and ruin.* 

* MThen women who go astray at the lanie time that they artfully elude 
awahnias ^ tiMpicieiie of their huebands or ao^y, led ranone for their 
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BesidaB, attention in well tcained w«nen Id 4JFtur»» by 
means of which princji|>l08 of hooeaty and «iiioertty wonU be 
kept ill continual exercise within them, would serve to suike 
the current of their thoughts take an orderly direction, and 
would give them a sense of their own dignity and import- 
ance ; both of which results would foster in ihm the dispo- 
sition to cpndnct themselves jrespectAbly« 



MOTES TO THE TWfiJNrTY-EiQBTH CHAPTER. 

P ^Seepage 190.J 



(a) To lUuslrslciiny meaaii^. Wbat «ui be aune ridiculous or di8plea»- 
Ing than to hear elderly, eiogle women^ grave\y debaitisf the cases wbereifi 
they might, bceomingly, marry men much younger than themaelresy and 
talking over this matter with an air of being as much engrossed by processes 
of calculation, ns if they were determining the occasions wherein it ii^ould 
be advisable for them to purchase an estate, or to entrust their property to an 
agent? 

I own that Ignorance and innocence pushed thus fhr, eflhee, as I .tilltth, 
4he cfaancteristies of nodasty. And hers, wiMls I am cm this topic, the 
further to lUosttBte my asntlmails, I shall yield an sffietloBfttjD .iMnnBge to 
one single lady, (she was a Frenchwoman,) of my psrticalar friends^ in 
whom, when she no longer was in the bloom of youth, the characteristics 
to wliich I am alluding, shone distinctly, and gave to her a singular charm. 
*Twas one which did not, indeed, render her an ot^Jeet of Iot^ nor did she 
form any pretensions to being so, but it induced persons, more framed tlian 
I ami'tobe deeply affected by the beantles of a pure mind, aseshnrited in the 
oatward manner, to taka a Nal Interat in Imt. Totally nioBOTed from 
aiHier oofnetry 0r pnidMy, ma amiable dignity ralgned ayiiBy la lier tone, 
wli^her aha addressed men or women, • .thoogb, .as bammo htr altoatloa, abe 
spoke more to the latter. 

Her own conversation rolled, entirely, on those pure topics, th^t present 
no idea to the mind which may not be fully expressed ; yet, when more ticlc- 
lish themes, covered with a suitable veil of decorum, were introduced, she 
did not seem either alarmed or offended. 

If required to speak on them, she did so In short, simple, well ciiosen 

conduct, they are usually, I believe, to the full an much pained by a ooii- 
sciousnesaof their i>erfidy ns of their luipuHty. 
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terms, anil tlien IniiiMl tlie 'dJMtverflfttion to ioli|wli ftore <g» N fcb l B to her. 
In •hort, every word wUdi she said was id perfectly modeet, that you 
could not Imt^iclaiovrlMige that she had, indeed, a chaele mind : for it ap- 
peared that her thoughts glanced sufficiently towards forbidden suljects, to 
enable her to compare Tirtiie and vice, and to give a heartfelt preference to 
the former. 

I must say that, firaquently, on listening to her, I hare regretted that 
snch charms, as I admired in her, were not, ofkener than they are, to be 
found in Iriabwomen* 

f See page 132.; 

(b) Thmigh h i4»|kMta to me Hlat the dfspMllhMi lo HVVa^ ilMlhHr's 
rights to properly, 'wifldiliien ao readily leam to manlfcit, fa tiioftsiilt of 
that oonsdottsneaa of fotce wlileh appertains to them, I am far 'from think- 
ing that truly oourage^niBman a^the^ieraons the ftioat' Inclined, pnotlcally, 
to despise the precepts of Justice. 

On the contrary, Ibellere tliat the flmlts wfktch attend an Ittt^tHt kintl 
of eoora^, are best torfected by that ipiaUty when It cMats in admirable 
rdatire perfection : for, I am certain that the taah of such vndannted cou- 
rage, as never to shrink fVom the disdiai^c of his duty, h^ntmf palH^ and 
perihms, fehe Who is iAe'MoM likely toibrm, and Inttedbly «bMa by tHe 
resdation, to be trae todjnst Inall hUi dealftfgs. 

fSkt page 194. J 



(c) Tlia gi i a » r dkp aa HJon of traoMn than of omu to honesty in their 
AeaUng^ kfomiWMmiy, I Wiove^ p e f oe i rad, though it is very rare to hear 
it c^piidily tahen noClee o^ Thoae who And, l^rom ciperienoe, that the 
fidelity of the former to their engagementa, is more to he trusted, in affain 
of interest, than that of the latter, attribute this difference to the goodness 
and tenderness of women*s nature \ Whereas It proceeds, partly at least, from 
an honorable sentiment which, more pertinaciously than It does In men, con** 
necta ItKlf with a consoionsnees orufnright proceedings relMWely to those 



Y*e/)oge t89.; 

(d) DM ena iame f B, in- g m u miU more partlenlarly female ones, usually 
n disp aaitioafo deal«t a word, with merohants, and to allow thema 
rfTofili cooMAtfoe itt retail would become a mean of accustoming 
ildnd to the entertainment of kind and lionorable social feelings. Mer- 
would gladly, by their ^ckness to conclude a fair bargain, eerre- 
•pond, entirely, to tlie kind, considerate disposition of their customers, lor 
they are too much tormented by the continual disputes whicii cheapening 
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tMr aitlelM oeauAon^, not gVidlj t« abides at aoiet, by • rwiwlili priee, 
rouU they jirevail on customen to be aUisflcd with this oompeodkius method 
•f oradttdinf baifaiiu. 

(Seepage 199.) 

(e) The fttiUM of men and inaptitude of women to coalmce together into 
n eodal oorpe» reiembllng an animated piece of medianlon, and proper for 
the dexteraoa eseeatlon of aome ipedlle deeign, fcnn one of theae fieatnm 
of character wherein we ohMrre* In the ofiode of being of the two aene» a 
dietinetlon that rmdcn tlMir Inflnenee mntoally beneHrial. 

Then la no doalrt that tlie aptitude of men to combine tofether, like a 
munber of aimilar Inatrumentiy to liaaten the acoompUahment of the mmc 
end» ia abaalutely neoemary towarda the eatecntion of prq^ecta, wliich pr&- 
part BMnlcInd for a atate of ciTiUsation. Howerer, by deadening the moral 
feellnga of the permna wliom it Indncea to aink Into the condition of me- 
chanieal agents, It both oocaalonB them to hafe a wearisome sensation of the 
tedium of exlstenes^ and also disposes them to lose sight of those principles 
of Justles and hnmanltyy to which the epenthma of thsir undentaadlng 
ought to be iMld aubsenrlent. 

Woman's oonrenation, l»y quickening their moral feellngst venders them 
mors ssBsible to a pleasing oonsdouanen of .ezistenoe : their influenoeb were 
m suitable extent and direction giyen to it, would also engage them to ke» 
a righteous code of principles constantly present to their thoughts, and 
never to swerve from it, however they might combine the better to attend 
to business. On the other hand, men give deamem to women's under- 
derstanding, and stendinem to their mind, by teaching them to take oaand, 
methodical views of the afibirs claiming tiielr attsntion ; they Modar l^bakt 
Industrious powers mneh mera available^ by presiding mne the aporatloin 
of them- 

fSee page lihj 

.(/) Were attention paid to tralnhig girls to the habit of accurately re- 
plying to questions, and of neatly arranging the matter of their dlsoouree, 
a great deal would be done to promote the peace of the marriage state. I 
have known various instances of a husband and wife, who were continually 
Jarring together, because she constantly mlmpprehended his meaning, how- 
ever clearly he might CAp r ces It; and on aeoonnt of hla i mp a ti e n ce at her 
answers, whldi never bora on the point in queotlen, or at bar 
ao awkwardly arranged, tiiat they had qvlta a dUtaent maanlng 
one which she Intended to give to thsm. 

Yet^ It is not from any Inevitable confiiaion of ldeas» occasioned by a 
defect in their organization, that women so frequently betray a great dis- 
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order In tli«{r heaSty of cMnprehensIon ; when *thelr Intereit caSa iipoii 
them to please etraagen, who will not be ntlsfied without receiving catago- 
rical aaawera to the inquiriea which their aifairB lead them to make, they 
toon acquire the ability to glye an answer to the purpose, and to expren 
their thoughts with clearness and precision. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 



nfQOTRV» A2n> REASOU FOR MAKING IT, IHTO THB ORDER IK 
WHTCB THB VIRTUES 8H0CLD BE ORDONDBD INTO THE 
DISPOSITION OF HEN. 

§ 1^— Tke refleclioiis oontigBod to ny last chapleri tended 
to thm olifndstioa of my ophuosy that probity shoidd be eon- 
sidoffwly m-a woaaa^ as tiie fbndaBieBtal ▼irtna of wbkk tbe 
gromdwork of ber mind ougbt to be formed ; ibr tbat it as on 
tUs ▼iitoe alone diat the rest of tiiose wbkih onght to fiH it» 
can be s<£dy established. 

Bot it woold be a very defective, as well as impraetioable 
nndaftakiRgv to endeavonr, even in^ the most jndieions man- 
ner« to elevate woman's charaetery by submitting her moial 
leeliags to the sway of all the virtnes combiiwd, were that of 
man allowed to mn into disoider. 

TheaaCoenoeof viitnons, enlightened womeny is ess ential 
towards elevating the manly sex to its highest degree of rela* 
tive perfeotion ; bnt stUl men cannot derive, from the infln- 
enee of their female compaaionsy all the in^irovemeiit of which 
their eharaeter is susceptible. 

TiMy mnst have in themselves some origiiial root of viitne, 
aM»e particnlarly as it is really they who deposit, in women's 
mindy the first geims of the virtuous, orderly prineiplow 

These germs ranat be sonnd, otherwise their oormptnin w#l 
^it ia i s the mesnl phnt assuming the name and hononih of 
viit no wh ish lises in» and spreads through, the nnnd'of wo- 



It is, then, nseAd to inquire whether there be anypartit^ahr 
Older, in which the virtues shoidd be ingrafted into the dispe- 
«tion of men. 

VOL, ni. K 
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I hare mentioned that 1lheyM*e not so dfeeplf ftentibleas 
wonien» to the obligation of adhering to probity. However, 
since^ so long as they inviolably obey its dictates, they are sen- 
sible of its being a virtae> from whose laws an honorable 
minded man ought to scorn the slightest deviation, it may be 
thought thaty by encouraging in them this sentiment, and by 
training women to a scrupulous lore of probity, we might suc- 
ceed in making this victue aecve alsOf in the breast of men, for 
a groundwork firmly supporting all the others. 

There ca» he no^ doubt that^ by closely confirogsting the sen- 
.tiaieot ^ prabfty». ia thofe man uk whom it remains unauUied, 
with the same sentiment in women who have learned to che- 
rish it in its utmost purity, you may make their reciprocal in- 
flueBOu mid eoRibilioii rtreugtlwa. in bolh^ an attadiment ta it. 

H m tfc» i s r Q ne ce wary ^ tiia» ihat every measnre sko«id be 
takeft (• engraira^ m tk»jmtth of the tw« anas, adeept sense 
»ef aba imbie<«f ptMtjfy heeaomv hy tnining j^cm In reeog- 
♦nwi'th» %9mHk ^ 1M9 twtne^ yarn caa begi% Hrem the first 
dawn of reason, to fashion their dhpniifinan mi a» orderly 
wumti^t aiaae 4a iasTirtue thai tkay^have opfioctniMty to prac- 
tiaO'aaiBOOO as Ihey cms learn to diatingaiek bttswoea rigte ai|d 
sasoog, ondalm nodsrstandiny of whkh ia quito oa m ievrl 
wllklhoir mfiuHile aapaciay. 

However^ this virtue doea notaeemto me to be* om^ aease 
of ir ko s u worth Mitare has aaast p a opat ed BMBtofhaL 

And, if there be any others wheae iraportaiifie their keert is 
more tnaliooA to ackaowledgOy it moat be assidoooriy^oidli- 
^aled in them, o lhis ar ise thssr fhairsfltnr will loeaitably h^ 
oome depraved. 

Many peraoaS) oakeari^g me make these feaMHrks> would, 
pimhapB, imnmdiatoly eonelode Ihem to he jost onaa, £rem 
aoppeeing that I masl aUndo to conrage^ sum it, radior than 
foalMty» laoiteeBwd mposoliar manly virtoe. 

I mual om^ komever, thBt» ka nAat I kavo aaid eoDooniog 
yai munmod viatuoy I have aoi had eovimpa ia ^w» *Tis 
a qoality whieh I esteem highly, as believing that every airtoe 
aoipinaotoke aMmaled by it^ yet^ akstaaetly eonaidored, I 
iook Oft it 08 poffastly BOttteal^ adapted to kacoBM eidier w- 
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tttoas or vicious, according to the nature of the employment 
made of it. 

Nay, I belieTe, that, when it is thrust forward into tlie 
place of man*8 most honorable, distinctive quality, it is almost 
always used to serve vicious purposes. Virtue requires to 
reign supreme, in the heart that acknowledges her empbe, 
and to choose herself the aim for the accomplishment of which 
she pats in motion the. forces at its command. 

Courage, therefore, when it is enlisted in her service, must 
always fill the subordinate station of an instrument. 

I shall then speak explicitly, and declare, at the faaiard of 
being thought to assert a most untenable paradox, that the 
virtue respecting which men have been most predisposed, by 
nature, to a consciousness of its being their duty to practise it, 
is the one that they are accustomed to term a virtue peculiarly 
incumbent on females. 

If it be a principle generally acknowledged in the great ma- 
jority of countries, whether civilked or otherwise, that only 
from women does the virtue in question claim a right to abso- 
late submission, how, it may be asked, have I alone disco- 
vered that the heart of men is prompt to give them notice, that 
its laws are, also, strictly obligatory on lliem. 

In anticipating this objection, I answer that I do not speak 
of barbarous countries. Wherever tnafi is sufficiently uncivi- 
lised, steadily to conduct himself agreeably to the principle 
Aai md^Ki camsiStuies rigki, there his moral sense is not deve- 
I s p o d , and he surely foDows, without remorsoi lihe guidance of 
his nrgent passions. 

Bnt Ae case is widely different in countries w4iere men are 
safidesdy it^vllised, sincerely to feel the conviction tfiat r^^ 
csoBls SidepMdently of miffhiy so that justice demands fitimtiie 
strong a i^specl for what is due to the weak. 

lf«a, once they are civilized to such a degree as clearly to 
eonqprdiead Ihat the laws of Justice are widely distinct from 
fik& mro^gant claims of superior power, could not bfe endued 
wit6 tloit sound reasoning faculty with which they are so emi- 
nenily gifked, if (hey did not perceive that the fault in ques"- 
tabn» Ante it cotcfrs with Infkmy the fbnude who has been M- 

k2 
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corered to he gnthy of it, iP one from wUch joiCm Mid pity 
comniand them alM to abstain. 

Hofferer^ their anderatanding^ aught, qie ml atiTely, aaaent 
to the truth of such a propoaitlon, and jet leaYO their pai- 
tioos anbridledy were not their heart inclined to accond the 
eonviction of their reason, bj threatening them with n aerere 
pang of reinorBe> should thej go counter to its condaaiaiia. 

Bot their heart is inclined to second it, and to nuke then 
feel remorse for violating the rirtne in question. 

When men have themselves trampled nnder loot this virtue^ 
wh J are tbej so clamorous in urging yet nnconmpted youths 
to follow their example ? Why do they inculcate on them 
that they have, if they be manly, pasnons ndiich they cannot 
withstand ? Why do they loudly scoff at the principle that 
perfect innocence is respectable in their sex ; and vehemently 
affirm, in defiance of the lessons of ezperieneei thait the men 
roost deserving of con6dence and respect, for their kindheart- 
edness and fidelity^ are those who do not impose on their 
sions painful restraints ? Their motive for making ail 
ontcry in fhvoar of their own misconduct^ evidently^ as I think, 
l>etrays itself in their tone* It is that their heart reproftoiiea 
them with k, and that they seek to drown its voice. They en- 
deavour to eillBct that their guilt shall be tliooght lightly 
of In society, both that they may be contenaaeed in the 
opinion that it ought to he censideted as a mere baga- 
tellOi and that they may not be humiliated by encountering 
persons who consider it of too deep a die to be tre^teA with 
levity. 

When I reiect on the fidl soeoets which has attended the 
efforts of unprincipled men, to induce society tokraki with in- 
dulgence, on the vice for which they claim an exemption from 
censure, and that I recognise, that youths, notwithslMidii^, 
till their hearts become completely corrupted, let it appear 
that their conscience secretly reproaches them with Uietr 
transgressions against a virtue, which, they have too much 
reason to believe, would, in the estimation of society, be no 
ornament to them, I cannot avoid being struck with the con- 
viction that nature, in spite of the violent appetites whidi she 
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has giren to meo, has engraved ia their heart a very prefoand 
sense o£ its being their duty to master them. 

Sore, I am, that if society and instmctors were inclined to 
connire tl the errors of women, as they are at those of men, 
UMist of the former would abandon themselves to depraved 
itteihiatioBS, and be yet unconscious of doing wrong, while 
men, aeearedly, eannot b^n to go astray, without feeling the 
stings of remorse.^ 

It will, peHiaps, be objected to my assertion, tiiat women's 
principal ^rtue ought to be also binding on men, that in that 
case liiore would exist no parity between the duties imposed 
Off Ao two sexes, since man are treated willi, to the full, as 
much rigour by the public, if they fail in demonstrations of 
coueage, aa women, if they transgress the laws of chastity. 
It UBglil therefore be affirmed, with some degriee of plausibi* 
Kty, thait ft is just to require, ftom women, a more rigorous 
obeenranoe <of these laws> unless you allow that it is their 
doty» as it is that of men, to display, on all occasions, an ua- 
uMintoo coiuage. 

But a little consideratioa will daasoastiate to us, that the 
esses are widely difcreut. 

The public do not demand courage from women, on account 
of dieirfeeUeness, it being a quality the eacw ais e of which 
reqrirev some eoastitotioBol vigour. 

Men mm formed, not oidy to bo the chsMpious of their own 
rights, 'Imt of fhase of ^ public ; who think themselves eutt* 
ded tm^Amtfe if they hs^o the energy aad coun^e niqulsitt>v 
for Mfillittg the important trust. 

Oa <fao other hand, the public watch women^s conduct care- 

iMff ta Binfce thomfeelthe ueeessi^ of keeping it correct, 

tkey are in a subordinate situation, and always, la 

dtogfeo, under tkotuitioa of society at large. 

- Waniea^ thoreftwe^ have aot to dread the oensuie of the 

puUie, #B auooont of cowaidiee^ heeanse they are weak. Men 

It aot to have to dsead the public taking cogniaance of 

hmm «a«4iUy lnf«nuBd ikat whore a nuui who ha^ in various 
at bit youth, repents In the sequel cf his early offences, tile 
IS, that most trouble Mm, lune commonly those that he oemnitcd 
that virtue which youths an tansht to think too slightly »L 
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tlieir pri?iile condndi ai macb m of thai of wonieB» becante 
they are more independent beinga ; differing from them }n this, 
tbatp in some reipeeta, in which women are amenable to the 
qptnion of the paUic^ they are only aecountaUe to God and 
their conecienoe* 

JBot their independenee of earthly tribnnab» on|^t aaT la 
induce an vprighl man, to tranigreM those laws of mtQe» for 
the violalioB of whieh women are sererely pnnished. • 

If men have the duly of eoonge imposed on them, in addi* 
tioi^ to those which women ought to falfil^ it i% in fnniii 
faeoee of their high, independem rank in the worid, and they 
have no right to oaoq^hdn of thai commanding rank hrii^fuig 
with it an aqgmentatkm of doiiea. 

The position *al chastity oi«ht to bo c o na J dea B d mesely an 
a Womanly virtne» since eonrage ia« manly on% ia Mally nn* 
tenaUe, fbr there is aol any analogy be tw e en the operatimis 
el tbe lw0qnaUlies« No manri-^ least hi this part of Sn- 
vepey^^will say^.that he is ever so strongly lemplsd by bin 
heart to act with cowardice^ as women often ars^ to fidl into 
the vice which disgraoea thetti. 

Nor will any man affirm either, thai woman have it in their, 
power to make him as cowardty as themselves, as men have 
it in theirs to entice womeik to share their lieentiomess. 

Chastity is, certainly, a great virtne in women, b e canst a 
virtnons order of socislly eoidd not floniish in a nation, where 
it was not highly reverenced in females, and where they did 
not, ttsnally, preserve dieir hearli and persons entiraly fine 
from pollution. But it is still a grsatsr virtae in men, besanse 
they cannot adhere to i^ witfaont amnifesting ihalpenovatfing 
energy, in tbe oEorcise jof self-eontrol, wUsh eenstitntco the 
viary ssseace of virtae. 

The chastity of woman puta them in dose relation with the 
ientiflients of society. It is like the lovely v^adnns with whkh 
the trees clothe themselfea beneath a balmy sky, and the &m- 
fishing of which depends cm the congenial nalnre of the am- 
bient air. 

Let a chaste minded woman go into a company in which 
she is treated with disrespect, from her disposition being mis- 
taken, and she recoils with horror. It seems to ker as if the 



cmr wftodi tar tocifliy i* mlMi oU i i Bid ' km ytrtty, •» tba^ 
fltavi^fMtenedlMtibwBiif t» be«Mrad4lM«hBH itUI 
w kmanrialeM «v«r. flhemMdwl— yowi t iauetohB^rwrtwdl 
Mi * WBrtur ^ a w f t hy tar apsCiaMdMMMtart «hi will W m 
gret dwiy ir «f naally beooning vliaty i» tta higiiHiMtj,, Am 
m k\i^ m f f v fmf i to ba^ cr, if she vcill iimlliM tar virtae mmmit^ 
IM, fit ivMl, m voiM ^«gwe, ^hMga ta Mtan; k wiM m 
lewrar eakiUl iIm* ■tiiMii ttwiJitiritiiirii ABriittriam mi 

ta«y^ tatiitfl«ii > in<tlwairotf taj wrioiitytlwitiOT t*'^ 
taltaA^- fitaft fl Is [miiiM|iSflioJ wUi Ia4i0*altai*^ 

Tli« .YiitM wi tfc—tity MMog n«iif «Miges tl«ir mmmi 
AmsjIns 4iii MMhr ftMir ^mn s— timmtt, tknt si mbv nefttift 
tkeir slackaaing in itair tmngrtsu ^mmmrn* 

*lww^iftltagMMd wksMS lAvf w^gbt lo dbvir in 

itad .^itaniBy «mii liun^ tbe sentunsnls dyhaadk 
itfv dbowM ■■> mwiihiH » reifitelfor il» sa Imut-^ 
stfithiliMUtfau 

Aa tutifc—lii a»4he jpnsnifls «f asataiy, ia inilli aams^ 
is Ike fiialarjs liie asosi sosoaHial |ataii|ik^ a£ a jisiIskhm 
sfstonsof sadalantar; batinnett) HLmAe&nm basis sf it^ 
aajy if sabaqafc dbtsPiAsJ ia Itair breasl;, 4be wtab siriiotare 
af sadaif jssasi iia gaslreUiig in rains» 

Fabrjps af iatalleclual pfoductionsi and of an artifiiJal diri* 
liiailia,lMay ikak be^asatad ia ib^ boaows of MlioiM, tahtde 
iba jajinsaMy 4ihysdalad alaDe laf 4bstr tepnal isokOi. baft 
maaVind laave lotaily aaiexecttled Uie design of aatui^ whidh^ 
saHa-aat tbaas i# taaba Maaaaiiig* vjgprMs eKcrtioas to fuUiJ> 
aadaa^aiihayi ara oaaa g raad, tba au^estip ^n of order by, 
adaalbitaaialira laairal «Miveipsa.«oald be <exliibUed as oae glo-^ 
iiaB% paasplala ooiabiaatina of partsi hannoiuaaaly adapted 

laeaakotber- 
ICaiawcda Mit s#nsidar aui(j|^K.as.aD absokte^ eternal virtae, 

• . . . . 

* ThcK remarks may serre f show that th« fine feeling of modesty ia 
fcaliy wWkend in tbe Ivreaat ^T Hie l^oiMto, wlw iMsSt to ^* i 0m hfi|Mtfw 
«MttHaravld0dtkaittli^yiiBacM«4#a««f soikSTl^VrsotksU IVue 

■M4ai|;y» ^ootaoemialy neelui tke reject of aoclety, aa the element In which 
it tSttsdf A eaae • and nolh11lk|; bat the aissarsneeof having Idat lt,^whlch 
ii^ aarlM9% asvar ^wmm.mmimi m^mtm * <»" >B>ke it detarmiiif to de». 
I«ae oyiniim an^ conceatrate iftwlf in the ixfiucioiuittcw oS being injured. 
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md rmolr^ fik^mmi^eB, to pMMilite lt» Ihoy cmukU e n o^oei , In 
•tamping on the wind of fbaalos, a loTely, nnsnllied image of 
it» inas fiur at it n^ganfo them. Women who are tai^tto 
beliote that niodesty ia merelf a femiftiao good qaaltty^ .pn- 
•nme that they are under aach an oUigatioB to cenaore any 
want of it in penona of their eex, as .folly juatifiea tbea» in 
handdy and aeriaMnionsly apying into their condnel* Jka to 
the canae that preMribea to them a itriet obedieuee to iho»,.eo* 
aotmenta of tUa severe qnality^ while , it leares bmbs .freo t0 
tranigreas them, they think that it takea its rise in tho.i 
nor force of die latter, which pots it in their power to. 
tool, at, their pleaanre, the weaker sea^ and to.liBfee Uto hear 
bnrdena that they themanlvea reftMO to oarry. 

A a e o so, in women, of the obligition that they lie jmder to 
eherish sentiments of modesty* while they suppose* the other 
sex free to aet in opposition to them» inatead of disposing 
them to a sensibility to the beanties of mend ordery-^vhieh 
is the eflPect that modest sentiments o^glit to take on them<— 
proceeds from tlie oonvietion tliat they must snhmit to the Jaw 
of feroe. It thns tends to leare all their prineiplos of sight 
and wrong, in a confused, disoiganiaed state. 

§ :2^i— Virtue requires, oTidendy, that mortala shoold leani 
to exercise intense vigour of mind, in the resolute pqwtioo of 



unwearied aetirity in govemmg oonelTe% is the gnat 
principle that ought to support society, and to enter into the 
frst formation of it* 

If men refuse to obey that virtue which, partiahriy, impoees 
6n them the duty of self-denial, they want the Unrtituda and 
the concentrated, orderly eneigy, which it is raquWle timt 
they should have, that they may, vigorously) push the moral 
world cm in ita proper orbit. 

It is true that, in determiufiy>to submit to the ordinmioes 
of this viiiue, they impose, on themselves, the neceosily of 
OCCompUshing a painful, arduous task. 

But when they consider the lofity rsnk in the universal so- 
cial order, to which they may nuse themselves by performing 
it, they ought to suounon up the conn^ and' pefseveranoe 
requisite, fur going through it victoriously. 
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trikey ne^^iSt this Virtue, they will shrink from the disei- 
pline proper 'l</]tfrepare them for exercising public duties with 
Intjqprlty. '* 

' No od^ qtaiftf or virtue can, sufficiently, inure Ibem to 
rcfgikh^, vigorously, over their passions. 

Cottage does not ; for no man finds, — or, at least, would 
owif tlurf he Vnds, — any occasion to surmount, or hare a con- 
fl7ct>rtA, himself when the occasion calls on him, boldly, to 
dis|R]iy ft. ft raises its voice withiii him with such authority, 
thrif he* hearkens to its requisitions as to an imperious law of 
hft'iMui^ that he must implicitly obey. 

fntegtlt;^» und ihe sentiment of honour, issue their mandates 
to him in the same absolute manner.' 

It fn true that he rehires to have his mind wound up to a 
<ieHtilkfolljf piteh, to feel that it is incumbent on him to be 
sah}feeit 'to them ; but once he does acknowledge their em- 
pii^'he frould Unsh' to have it supposed tluit he could he- 
iitiAe tin Instant, in fulfilling the obligations that they impose 
OA Uin. 

Without doubt, he is often obliged resolutely to overcome 
himself^ that he may subdue his mind to studious, industrious 
hdAlts.' Bat such habits are not a virtue, if they lie not form- 
ed tDaSSt thb supenntendence of upright principles. 

T&o often it iis a selfish ambition, or an inordinate covetous- 
nesSy which inspirit him to acquire them. 
' CUMiy 'seems to me to be die only quality which, in a gc- 
nersl view, prescribes to man to contend firmly and constantly 
wftft hibiiielf fW>m a virtuous motive. When he determines to 
eibey fla Isin, Ids sense of his own dignity does not, — as in 
d#carti ofhonour, integrity, or courage, — ^lead him to scorn 
AoMpjNMntioti, timt he finds any difficulty in doing so. On 
the eoiitraryi it engages him to expose to himself without any 
d^juitey^the perilous nature of the war which he must wage 
wHkUe'own passions. He wrestles with them, aat may 'say/ 
foot to foot, and the stronger he finds them, the greater is his 
self jprtCilbiilon In overcoming them. 

Whai he does so eflWtually, he gives to himself a steady, 
rMmtif diSli^plhie, which habituated him to the clear exami- 
nation of hfif own miud> and to the wise regulatton of all his 



piwitkmak Hi9 phoea Ms honoar and Imiefptitf o» an ipnmte- 
Me hadSf on wliiob he nerer wimU hara learaad to maka Umba 
repo8a» had ke originally looked upon Ikani In tha prino^ial 
go<id ^aliliat tkat he siioold cberiik ; Ibr^ in lAm caeai kia pro- 
aumptttons confidenee in die native elevation ef kia tancinientey 
would kave led kirn ta kelieve, tkat kie inslinecm fiifilin^w 
would guard klm from awetring from tkair dittaict, and ^po* 
flicCing|Nnwk»nf would aeon kuTO kaaiaked (them fran Ma ktenml^ 
witkont kia bemg aware of kaving hvat tkcm. FiMa and 
roganee, aaaertiag tkeir empiia in kia kaaitr would kaav 
ed aenaeleaa pkantoflw witk tke reapeelaUe namaa of 
and integntff and kave aa an tod kinit tkat by ei^cthif them 
into ok|ecta of veligieaa Tenemtionr he wonld amply ptwire hia 
deq^ efteaeiona reapeet for thaae prechipw f ualitiaa* • • 

Wkenamaa tkinka khnaelf nt liharty to «diaokiy ttm pa«« 
cepta of tke Tirtoe wkleh forma ike themeof tkW ehnpl«r« it 
aemna to me that kia mind ia toal about Ja all diraotiona aa nal« 
fiak pamiona wildly move It t ao tkat even wken ke bmmn to 
perform brilliant exploita, ke oaually kearirana to nolkii^ hut 
the deaire to diatii^Mi UmaeK 

§ 3«^Yet libertinea nnireraally lay datm to being the wmr-- 
tkieat of men ; or, aa tkey, I beiieve, nauaUy eiqpfOM thaaMelana, 
the beat of feUowa* The information which I have bean nUe 
to collect on tkia anbjecl* kaa led me to form of tkem a 
diiFerent opinion. 

I make no doubt tkat a man who keepa kia lieeolio 
sufficiently curbed* not to ditigrace kirn in tke eyea of the 
worlds may ^ten kave aufficient goodneaa and pmdence to fill 
lua atation becomingly^ in a aodety to wUck virtoe givna m» 
vlgoroua impulaion ; wkere happineaa ia the aole ol^act of ptt^ 
aoit ; wkere tke arte of civilisation are only cultivated wilk a 
view to aoftening our diapoaition and keigktening oor enjoys 
menta ; wkere every one bounds kia cares to kia own prM^nte 
emolumenta; and wkere mankind in general are fitter to live 
i|nder tke reign of a force, vigorous in its exercise^ tkoqgk 
mild in its application, tkan firmly to unite to aupport among 
tkem a single, majeatic virtuous aystem of order. 

A reformed libertine may possibly make a good kuaband* 
or hold the kind of conduct whicb| it ia generally tkoi^H «i^* 
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titlw a mtm %9 be eooiidered wA ; Umi Hi»*le may trail a 
wifo widi greal teadernetSi bear with her foible0> peckapa in* 
ciMie Ihaoi by bia hidalfenaet aad, by takiag aaie uf hia 

woiUiv nbatuMMk nhMsa har in aflaaai ^ftmiMiiiHiiiia ' 

B9if«i% I beliefc^ wooid be the bopat ef theaa wbe weidd 
e n yai » »»iad»libeytin6»rafonaed by bia aoq^gpilaadaniewb 
pi0|0% by bfewramplo aad ei^vewirtiqpj -la giuda bis frifa 
«o aala aaingbki and refine ber ^qiy af ibfaikiiw» oreatidad t(a 

tJiik^ that of aafaring ^t bia vfrtaita a^btilpTfd haaband. It 
warid Jmretewi np aa i ia r y ferJiimlpbavwpiaaNrvedtbefiiaft 
pvan^air ef Ua aetttonaat^ in erdar te faMMr bew to appn^ 
citt^ ^igmpdeiir and delnaay.ef tictne; bat bb babitaaf 
Tice hare w«ni it away ; lo tbat» area when be neaaa well^ 
Uaadri anriiibilt ia it ■ aat ctb ii^ n a aoB jwA gatvidiaf; to ia 
dMialaaa VMfarthy tabedieiea for tbe wedded cMaf of «a 
wmmt yanag wooiaiif wboae aiiad eagbt io be demled aei 
M natA by aVnaband'a fanniag oavef^ 

lAattiAaa boaraaiac^ affeat te take aaiigakr procaM>iaa<» ta 
kMlil iato tfaa baarta of the weaien for w^om tbiy baw a ri»* 
coa regard, par^ obaate ientimenls* 

If0t tbafar ean eeadaat be eaar se depraved, tb^y alwaya 
idUi Ibe MpraMton ef medaaty ia a famalc^ for they areaoii* 
iMat.tbil it aandaia^ber yraatly laare eatlaing.* 

Bat io little do they know of the ganuine workings <tf thia 
^adj^ ia ahe^female breath that their iaatmatipBa ealy lead 
tavitiata Imt who iiearkeaa to thain» by teaehjng h»i^ to €aia» 
piabeod the mode in which a wily naprtoa^dad ibir one thoaM 
•■adact bntaolfi inoidw teeaptiTate aaiaay whom Ittbitaof 
wd i lganini aiay have leadered lastidieniw 

Utia naprina^Jed janai» aba^ from motires ef poUay» saek 
to tmeat female eonvartation to fearAil a«d strict lawa of ma- 
tey i for they are deairooa to binder women firom ever dar- 



* f b»Te heard, on good authority, that U ia not entirely from jealousy 
tkft tibc TMts keep their wires in striet l«tlrement, and oblige them always 
taiffiMrwHal. Uis partly that! they aa^yei^ily, wMmaoft of efiM^ 
Ran taste, the appeanmoe of female modesty, thou|^ they well knowt juid. 
W4ly wUb It to he otherwise, that this InvaluaHe quality rarely Inhabits 
tbtMMIttf Ha^piiaMiatiof Hietr avagUbe. 
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ing to ceiifiuro Ihcir viccsi or from forming any opinion con- 
domuitory of them. 

A lib«rtino nmy be a good humoured oomfMoiion, to those 
whom he calb hw frkiHb ; be prodigal of tm money to tkem ; 
make eacertiOBS toaerre ihem which ooat him no great eiibri; 
and flatter UamelfwiA bebg ^ghly entitled foam them to the 
praiae of generosity. • He may even appear renlarimUj to aym^ 
pathiae wHK those who are in distMs, and be ttneommenly 
east down by any soitowa arising from hlg tender nCeetions ; 
tor his enenrated -mind eantaot stem the course of any of hb 
pasmons, so that when a kind, distressfiil one, faappons to take 
the aaeendency in it, it orerwhelms liim, though, were he o^ 
pabie of a manly fortitude, or periiaps of n sense of- jnstioe, he 
would repress it. . . 

But with all his ostontatkms display of tender teHsibiiity, 
seldom will he sacrifice any personal gratMtetiontothe denre 
to render service to liia finends. 

Seldom will he try to engage them to quit tiM eareer that 
leadeth to destruction ; and when at last they are phiaged in 
inlkray and misery, he will usually be die first to abandon 
them, 

DiAcult, I bdieve, it is to find a man aotustomed in his 
youth to lead a dissolute life, who is endued with enflEralent 
firmness of mind, impartially to render justice to peieona who 
do not' interest him, at the expense of condemntj^ tiic^fiiTCfttrite 
whose smiles are essential to his happiness ; nor evernhnost 
will such a man be capable of postponing, to th^ poblie weal, 
the interest of a beloved fomily. 

In the ordinary course of things, we may expect to se^ Mber- 
tines hang out a great show of kindhearteifaiess, becaaae that 
is the quality by winch they seek to veil over their ttdiooHwhsct, 
and to prove that sodety ought indulgendy to wink at it. 

But when they are in situations, which put to a convineing 
test, the force of their humane sentiments, do they then, prove 
these sentiments to be firmly grounded into their disposition ? 
Such does not seem to l»e the case. I believe on the contrary, 
thatitoften plainly i^pears, when any extraordinary coiyuncture, 
proper to make manifest the native bent of their character, 
occurs, that it is entiiely void of humanity. Biatory I believe, 



CHi^. XUXJ] BOOK n. JL57 

justifies us in pronQancingy that there it no rice so nearly alli- 
ed to cruelty as libertinism. If it make mention of a chanee 
harbarian in power, vHioee insensibility to female attractions, 
seems coroplelely to hare steeled his heart to the ories of hnroa^ 
nity, how many are the monsters in return whom it hold up 
to eternal opprobtnm, for haying united the most horrible era- 
ehy to the most shameful licentiousness, (a) 

Though libertine men, when they live in a polished society^ 
and nre denied^ by impartial^ e^^ laws, the exercise of san- 
guinary power, are earefnl against betraying a ruthless dispo*- 
sitioB, yet, where the general relaxation of morals, causes 
soch men to abound ip a country, it is easy to peroeive that 
there exists in it some remarkable source of selfishness which, 
diffusing itself through the national character, renders it in the 
main pitiless and unfeeling, however soft and gracious it may 
he in its extenial forms.^ 

But notwithstanding that fikcts loudly proclaim the hein- 
oos naSare in men of the vice which I am reprobating, pains 
are taken by many unprincipled persons in society not only to 
deck it, in the eyes of credulous youths, with fsir enchan- 
ting graces, bnt even to persuade women, that the men who 
mdalge in it, are peculiarly friends to their sex. 

To gain credit firom them to such a monstrous proposition, 
tbmr attrition is artfully distracted from the fatOy— or they are 
taaglil that modesty forbids their inquiring into it^ — of the 
eoontless number of unfortunate females whom profligate men 
plusfged into a gulph of infamy and misery. 

Yet, even without reverting a glance to those wretched out- 
from regularly combined societies, the more fortunate 
women who are received with honour into them, might see 
naBBBsbered traits in the cha^racters of libertines, tending to 
prove that their heart is usually hardened to every female,; — 
oven to the pne whom they may have sworn to love, — ^if she 
do BOi know how to interest in her favour their capricious j^as- 



• The Wfief 10 piSfsieniiit pvctent, that men are only gnidea txj a «ald, 
nlfiltii^ •ilf.loyi^ appemtohaiw first gained ground, whffn Ubecame tbe 
S^tai to aaiitBie' that a warm-hearted^ geheroiu minded man mtat necea- 
■arilj ahaodon Umaelf to the paailons, whioh it is mlvoiislly attowed- that 
ooglit 1^ ktfp la ligM iolJite^<ii}* 
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When a woman has the misfortune to incur the antipathy 
or anger of one of those abandoned, professed lorers of the 
fair sex, he is frequently known to pursne her with a mean 
spirit of rancorous vengeance, while a man of a pure conduct, 
would, in the same case, spurn it as unworthy him. 

Though the passion which tempts to the rice under conside- 
deration* serves no doubt greatly to humanize the mind, which 
keeps it in rigid subjection to the laws of virtue, yet, once it 
acquires the mastery, it usually dries up the libertine^s heart. 

By a profanation of his most ardent feelings of tender affec- 
tion, he has introduced into his mind loathsome sensations, 
which, indeed, might, very properly, arise in it, from reflec- 
tions on his dwn oonduct ; but which spare himself, and in- 
duce him to view all the rest of mankind with antipathy and 
oont«knpt. 

§ 4«— *t have mentioned that a chaste disposiUon is less im- 
mediately formed In men, than in womeui by the influence of 
society. 

dut notwithstanding that such is the case, the opinion of so- 
ciety, though it be slow and indirect in its operations, when it 
makes men the olgect of its cares, still, in the end, succeeds 
in governing them almost as alMolutely as it does women, and 
according to its nature purifies or corrupts their minds* 

Men, though freer and stronger than women, still require 
that a protecting society should not abandon them, and they 
love to perceive that it extends its care to them. 

The comparison which I am going to make may appear igno- 
ble, but still, as it will illustrate my meaning, let me be allowed 
to say^ that they are like children who, though they can walk, 
and make little excursions alone, are still watchfiil to move in 
the same direction with the nurse who accompanies them, and 
who holds by the hand their'still weaker companion. 

Let us now inquire whether they have a faithful nurse to 
take care of them ; whether society, in general, or at least, the 
more respectable part of it, observes them vigilantly, with en- 
lightened tenderness, allowing diem the freedom whidi they 
have a right to claim, yet anxiously watching to caution them 
against anyafcuse of it. 

As to the women who are surrounded with all the safeguards 
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wkidi, nmulljy aCteod the steps of tlie femalee ir easy circmn- 
staaces, society cannot be said te neglect its part towards 
thenu It sees that tliey bare an awfnl golf of passion to tra- 
Terse on a narrow bridge, but it contrives that they may, if 
they please> cross it in safety ; for it erects its opinions like a 
high parapet on each side of thent, so that they are secure 
from dai^er, if they do aot» wiHidly, throw themselres into 

Men insist mi treading this tremendous passage, in a more 
feaiieas manner, and will not brook being hemmed in by so- 
ciety so carefully, as to be scarcely exposed, in moving along^ 
it, to any danger. Yet, didthe opinions of society serve them 
as a wall, raised on one side of the bri^e, on which they 
could cautiously rest while they gazed on the foaming abyse 
below, they would feel grateful for its provident cares, ac- 
knowledging dwt without them they would, be in Imminent 
peril of being precipitated into it* 

But society does not afford them a defence, which would 
still leave It incumbent on them to employ^ for their security, 
great skill and rigilance. So far from doing aught to facill* 
tate to them a safe passage of the bridge, it breaks part of h 
down, and the unhappy youths who must cross where the 
ruins stand, have no other means to escape destruction, than 
to exert almost supernatural strength and ateadittess, in 
qvinging firom one fimgment to another. 

Tlioae elderly, respectable persons, who ought to be the 
T]ito«ma leadta^ of society, are so fhr fh>m precautiontng the 
tmag generation of youths, against the faUacious, dangerous 
attoroBsenta of the vice in question,«--and thereby contributing 
to awke the opiniou of society support them in the resolutiou 
tp seaist thenv-^Aat they ooaatve at youtihfal exeesses, In a 
■Muiflr tacitly to imply that they ought to be whiked at, I 
ai|M fllmoat say approved of, in men who b^n to feel the 
of urgent^ obstreperous passions. In nothing is age 
tanpted to ftoter youth, aa relativriy to the vice that 
easily dUrcoaoa It; the oM fear, that if they did not 
Mn^tontly, oa the prevailing' pasfeion of young men, 
they wMid appeltf^ to thorn too austere ; irould make themily 
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their preteiice ; md caoie them to deny them cpntolationt 
which they eagerly desire to enjoy, those that they derive from 
their cheerful societyi and from being the objects of their af* 
tionate attentions. 

Yet the old are greatly mistaken in thinking that the way 
to ingratiate themselves with the youngs is to flatter their 
vices. It is true that they ought, by their benevolence and 
suavity of manners, to exhibit virtue in a very amiable light, 
but never should they derogate from her dignity. 

The young have an instinctive sense of what it becomes the 
old to be ; they feel that they ought to be the principal guar- 
dians of virtue in the society^ a^d they love them the more 
when they can also respect them, for fully sustMuing dieir 
part. 

These remarks are, particularly, applica|>le to elderly ladies ; 
who, though they may deserve respect for their own conduct» 
are too apt to insinuate to the young men, with whom they are 
on a friendly, confidential footing, notions that are downright 
poison to their morals. They do not, perhaps, exactly tell 
them that they approve of their irregularities, but they treat 
them with a levity which gives them to understand that they 
consider them as of little consequence, and that they believe 
the impetuosity of the passions which iconductthem to them, to 
he irresistible. 

They seem, also, as if they were even flattered by the 
thought of the fair sex being rendered so necessary to them. 

That many of the elderly females who talk to their youth- 
ful male friends in this pernicious style, are not avrare of the 
fatal consequences which their discourse may have for th^m, I 
am well convinced. 

Their sole object is to be agreeable to them, and engage 
^hem to frequent their society. 

lliey would, doubtless, answer the person who .w(>i^ re- 
prove them for encouraging their vicious inclination^, that.it 
does not depend on them to reform them, ^i that, w^i^ thej 
to drive tbem from their a>ppaay, by fit^i^nlj, xefluuy. (a 
tolerate principles not quite in accord, with the mayiyf of 
virtue, they would only determine them to chpoee assfciates 
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whose oonvemtion and example woald Increase their depra- 
▼iiy. 

The women who think thns do not know^ that, though el- 
deriy femalefl may have little inflnenoe to induoe young men 
of corrapt moralsy to amend their life, yet, that by appearing to 
sano^a the dictates of their illicit paesions, they may do a 
great deal towards engaging them to precipitate theouelTes 
farther into gfuik, for every woman when she favoara the 
heat el the indinatton to which men are beginning to yield, 
lendeit it, in them, more impetnous and domineering. 

BefidB8» d» rirtooiia mibd never forgets what it owes to 
ilielf, in its seal to do good to others. The elderly woman, 
then, whose desire that her society should be agreeable to 
yoBog men, leads her to adopt a tone more congenial to yi- 
cious propensities than to a virtuous disposition, gives to her 
hearers too much reason to sutmise, that, though her life may 
hsre heen irr^roachable, she iS) at hearty as depraved as those 
to whom she addresses herself. A virtuous ^ind shrinks from 
^Sseonrse aUiorrent to it, and would rather seclude itself from 
all fociety, than hearken to such conversation. 

§ s^— After youths are hurried away from the path of in- 
Boeence^ by the maxims of the unprincipled part of society,*— 
wtich ma«nf aro connived at, instead of being opposed, by 
the penona who ought to be the guides of it,-^then do all its 
aMuhers, even those who may have encouraged them to de- 
mad pirtly down the steep declivity of vice, menace them 
with hifiaBy and irreparable woes, should they slide to the 
hotton of it. Commonly does society treat, even with the 
aiost unteientiBg severity, those who err one step further than 
the UsailB which it marks out to them. 

I bsHeve diai this harsh dealing by men, though in the pre- 
lent stale of aeoiely it may be necessary, less often serves to 
«eneet Asm, than to give them an antipathy for the virtue 
whkh ttey hf^ve learned to despise, seeing its name made a 
prHext fbr using them unkindly. 

It appears to me crud and uiyust, to excite them to take 
the firit st^M in vice, and then to break out into boundless 
wnth against them if they ge too far. 

Though I abhor the doctrine, appearing to me monstrous, 

YOL. III. L 
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wbkh levels all distinotioiis in ▼ioe> pretending that tlie smalU' 
est departure from rectitude is, in the eyes of the Creator, 
equally criminal with the greatest ; thaiigh in regard to the 
vice in question, I beiiere that some ofifenoes daim a tender 
compassion^ while others are of so deep a £e» as to marit an 
alarocioasly bad heart ; yet does it seem to me imposaihle fidily 
to attach the idea of a crime to the worst excesses to wUch 
that rice may urge a yontli, if the slightest wandevinga in 
which it may tempt him to indulge, are to he treated aa in* 
noxious. Circumstances may doaMe, may increase tenlbld» » 
fault of this land, but still if a youth be not tanght to consider 
it, in its simplest form, a very serious one, he cannot coho^Ta^ 
when passion tempts him to commit giroater enormities, why 
they also should not be regarded as being in their natoro 
trifling. 

His moral s^nsOi may it be sidd, shonld teach him to reeoily 
with horror, from them ; but his moral sense hua been bhwtnd 
and worn out, by the gay audacity, I might even aay, aelf« 
applause, with which he was emboldened to take the firat 
steps in rice. 

In the passage from one degree of rice to the next, there ia 
nerer a greater alarm given to the donscienoe^ than there ia in 
tlie first departure from perfect mnocence ; so that he wha 
learned to quit it without remorse, hai been prep a sed to go 
for as passion may tempt him, without feeliag any. 
then^ who encourage unwary 3rouths to err, have no right albeff-> 
wards to call down upon them the public indignation, ahemU 
they go further than they recommended to them. Many 
from the soundness of their judgment, the absence of 
or the dread of public opinion, may, while tiieyaan^Ie no4 te 
sin, still avoid flagrancies that would expose them to its 
sure. But they ought not to be smptised if tiiese 
siderations have no weight with the persons, who 
from them to despise the approbation of tlieir oonscienee 
Creator. 

When tiie young or ignorant abandon themselves to riinme- 
fal excesses, those whose pernicious maxims led them first 
astray, instead of declaiming, violently, against them, «Tesi 
though they have themselves prudently maintained a good re* 



patatioQt should bi^rly bewail their own guilt, in haying 
been the cause of their min, by laying a stumbling block ia 
th^ir ii;ay» 

Let, the^i^ unblemished virtue be ever spoken of with re- 
epee^ «3 being nnspeakably precious in men as well as in wo- 
men. Let every pains be taken to show, distinctly to youths, 
the glorious pinoade where it may b^ found, without suffering 
a confusion of ideas, like a darksome vapour, to involve it in 
obaiBDrily. Then, should passion even ten^pt them to deviate 
ffm)St)us epaspicuous sign, yet will they be able to judge how 
fi^r tb^y ;nay baTO ifandered from it, and what exertions wHl 
be necessaij. towards recovering the path leading to it. 

Jd^s^ ^ct women,, beiqg greatly governed by the opinion of 
soeiety^the same precautions, though differently modified, ought 
to tie used by it for attaching the former to the virtue of chas- 
lilf , wkifik it pnto in practice to convince the latter 4>f its value. 

I have mentioned that the persons of a modest woman's 
soeie^f cuenslantly manifesit their respect for her, by a chaste, 
res^aotful tofef and I have further remarked, that, if they; 
did not do so, if they commonly held to her as indeli* 
cetelaqgnnga-lia they might permit themselves to hold to a 
wartldesa feoaliiw diey would, in almost every case, soon ren- 
der her ahameless and corrupted* 

. YgvRg mi^ where they preserve themselves uncontamp- 
•fled by poQuttag errorsy have not, like women equally pure^ 
the pciiriUlge tp VP^mt to expect that nothing tieentious shoojUl 
he uttered in their presence. It becomes them to acfjuiese^^ 
in tilnn^j witlumt any e^ipiression of either ladigiiation ordis- 
tn^^ X ^^m^ftCP ^^ would wound the ears of a modes| 
W^OWHV Jie m9A6 mw( of in their society. Yet, aotwithstand- 
m^ibfitjpniibum^ ia thi^ respect, so helplessly depended 
<».lM g^.pleM^);e. of those with ivhom they associate^ tb^y 
^apwaulk^ th^ .coudiict irreproachable, without feeling a 
ryifflctfar themaelves, fpfKi being sensible that society ought 
to piov4^ by a virtoous refinem^t of cooversation, that it 
nsB0cts them also* 

Nor can society, by the coarseness of its manners, dash 
with tUs sentiment of the respect due to them, without doiing 
ta their jqiarals t||e same iojnry, which* by the like behaviour, 

l2 



164 BOOK It, [part m.-^ 

it would cIo to those of modest woineii. If they he often ob- 
liged to listen to conrenation thus offensire to them, their 
feelings will gradually sink to a tone concordant with that of 
the unbecoming language wfaichy at first, shocked them, and 
they win grow sufficiently depraved for it to be no longer in- 
congruous in their presence. 

Whether young men often deserve that conversation should 
be thus scrupulously guarded before them, is nothing to the 
purpose. The sure way of making or keeping them corrupted 
is, to treat them as being so. Not only should elderly women 
avoid, in speaking to them, the remotest inuendo framed on 
the supposition of their conscience being less restrained than 
that of females ought to be, but all men, also, who respect 
themselves, particularly those advanced in years, should, from 
regard to their own dignity, as well as from a sincere wish to 
prove faithful guardians to the morals of society, submit their 
conversation as much to the laws of virtue, in the presence d 
young men, as in that of respectable women. No doubt that 
the discussion of scientific points, or the wish to convey useful 
information, may sometimes justly occasion their disconrse, 
when they are speaking to youthful persons of their own sex, 
to torn upon topics on which they ought to keep sflence in the 
presence of females; but still, when they did handle such 
matters, — and they should not introduce them so often as to 
give reason to suspect that they took peculiar pleasure in doing 
so, — the same chaste, moral principles as ever, should pervade 
their language. 

The custom which some elderly men, whose conduct entitles 
them to respect, have, of taking the opportunity when the 
females are withdrawn after dinner, to entertain their more 
youthful companions with accounts of irregularities, into which. 
In their earlier days of manhood, they were tempted to ftU, is, 
I think, extremely prejudicial to morals. If they wish to eon* 
Vince youths that they still know how kindly to sympadiiae 
with tiieir feelings, they have ample opportunity, without evinc- 
ing a disposition to compromise with vice, o( treatmg them 
with mildness and benevolence. 

I do not mean that an eldo-Iy man should afiect to have been 
in his younger days better than he was. Men of every age^ 
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when thej mwitllaita fecpect for the virtue in questioiiyias coai- 
sidering it a manly one^ should speak of it, I think, abstractly 
from a reference to their own conduct. It should be clearly 
understood that, as long as no heinous transgreteion of its laws, 
appears against them, they neither intend to apologise nor con- 
§um to nuirtals, if their conscience upbraids them with devia- 
tMNM from lis precepts ; and that they have no wish to obtain< 
hiuaan sppfawse, should they enjoy its full approbation for a 
strict adherence to them. 

Men will not, however, long continue to lead a correct life, 
without the fact being sufficiently known in the country where 
they usually reside, for the words, by which they express their 
approbation of good morals, to carry with them all that au? 
thority over the mind of the hearers^ that a declaration of 
virtuous principles commonly possesses, when it is corroborated 
by the speaker's example. 

Men oonscions of having led a life very open to censure* 
should certainly leave principally to others, to speak in praise 
of a well regulated one : but still they should have sufficient 
maguanimity never lo seek tO lead listening youth astray, and 
always to testify a profound respect for Uie virtue^ whose 
marims they had wanted resolution to observe^ 

§ 6. — One great cause of the fatal relaxation of principle 
■umifested by society in general, in regard to those errors to 
nAidk youths are most prone, seems to me to he the injudi- 
^na measures usually pursued by those who would fain deter 
them from conualtting them. Those well minded, but mistaken 
penons, to gain their end, employ arguments, of the fallacy 
of wliieh, feelings deeply implanted in the human heart suffice 
to oosiviBco us. Rejectiiig them, accordingly, we hastily conr 
dmim that the virtue most ornamental to females, is not 
hlndiag on men. 

The mistake into which persons who acknowledge this virtue 
to iwpose univenal oUigntions, are liable to fall, consisto in 
tho notion that the contryury vice disgraces men as much aa it 
dooa women; and that they ought, in consequence, as jealously 
to ttvoid allowing any shade, wearing the semblance of a stain 
reeeived born it, to obscure thenr reputation. 

Thb is a principle which nature refuses to allow them to 
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acknowledf e. They db, indeed, tad masl, respect iMr own 
penonS) where from piineiple t&ey keep Uieh* conduct pare. 
It is also fit that society shouki treat them with a respect, an- 
swerable to what they wonld feel for themselres were they 
oonsciooB of deserring it. But we ooidd not, without straining 
this sentiment to an annataral excess, render it so lively and 
give it snch wide hearings, either in individiials of the stronger 
sex, or in the society around them, as that the former shonid 
suppose that they would be indelibly disgraced in the eyes df 
the latter, or that the latter should' sanction them in snch an 
opiniofn, by trespassing against the virtne, whose precepts wo- 
men must ever scrupulously observe, or give to their repnta- 
tioti an irremediaUe blight. 

The fault which a female eomnrits against this virtue is dis« 
iinctly marked, by closely attaohing to her person, and ren* 
dering her a dishonoured being. Her relations all partake of 
her shame, and her husband, however he may pity her at 
hearty is forbidden, by an imperious sentiment of honout', from 
taking her again to his bosom. 

The case is quite diffefent fai regard to persons of the 
stronger sex. Though they are often more guilty than the 
erring partner of their offence, yet must it be one of a fl»- 
grantly deep die, ere it attach any shame eidier to themselves 
or their ft-elations. To a wife it never can, striedy speaking, 
attach any. Though a husband's misconduct may detrude her 
firom her, rank in the world, it cannot, personally, dishonour 
her, as long as she proves by her demeanour that she respects 
hl^i^elf. In ikiost tkM^ she is perfectly firee' tO extend to llie 
offender a complete cordial forgiveness, and in lAany h ha- 
coiAes her to do io. Kay, where his impudicity is snuh that 
she is, in the apprehension of most reputable pOrions, boniid 
to quit him, it is respect for offended virtue, not for the de- 
crees of honour, which Imposes on her this obligation; 

A man, commonly well conducted, is not disgraced by aaiy 
suspicion, harboured by ethers, to his prejudice, except that 
of a failure in courage. 

Of this qtality, I have already said enough to prove tliat I 
do not overrate its value. Htywever, h is absolutely neees- 
sary to maintain it in a nation that seeks to perfiect its chkrac- 
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tor ; and I reapectj too moch, the order eatablished by nature, 
in the production of all those of our sentiments which we 
ought to encourage to rise in our hearts, not to seek to fol- 
lowy ia the cultivation of theni| the method suggested by 
her. 

To teaoh men priiicipally to set, in reference to the purity 
of their moralst a great value on the good opinion of society, 
while nature tells them only jealously to watch to merit it in 
point of oouregei is to take the surest method of blasting, in 
their heart, the iietotiment of honour, and to expose tliem, 
greatly, to the temptation of becon^ing designing hypocrites. 

When they have leanied (o turn a deaf ear to the voice of 
honour, ezhoi:tiQg them to be courageous, their whole heart 
cammoijy withers, and grows incapable of suggesting to them 
a. fitt^ BoUe con^ption, of the nature of any virtue what- 
ever. Haviiig, in consequence, no right sense of the worth 
of the one which they afiToct dearly to prise ; they do not 
sample the indulgence, in secret, of passions opposed to it, 
nor the aesumption, ia iK»eiety, of a sanctified tone, belied by 
their daadeatinec exeetfsee* 

I jndge, from theae remarks on the constitution of the hu- 
man mind, that society, and the preceptors of youths, should 
try to ftir up in di^ir hearts, in order to engage them to cor- 
fitfetaess of eonduet, sentiments of a more complex nature than 
is^e simple one4>f self-respect, which is usually efficacious to 
guard women firotn error* 

Oae.of the motives to engage men to correctness of con- 
dbety should be drawn from social love,* or the consideration 
of the minery which, by a contrary course, they must entail 
on some individual of the feeble sex dependent on them. 
Tktf shonUf while ^yet uneontaminated, learn to shrink with 
honor from the thought of the load of guilt, incurred by the 

* A Tirtaons wimaaii, also, r e uwmb e w tlist htr dnty towards her oeigk- 
%avr fvf nlrcB bar to luaep bcr penoa and mind unauUied ; for the raoollecU 
hfW araeh her own i^ood eondact eoncems her husband and fiuniiy. How- 
tw^Tf a aoise of her duty toWMrda heradf Is aim the pradontfiHUit motive 
wMA da ta mi nes her to daaerre an nnWemfihed reputation. 

A •enae of his dnty towards his neljrhbonr, that is, towards the female 
sex, is pieatut with more vhraelly to 0ie mind of a man who stri<«ly re- 
ftvlaiea Us Kft hy i rr e proa ch aMe prinolples, and the sense of its bfclog his 
d«iy to rcapact Us own person, is proportionably weaker. 



168 BOOK H. [FAM 

man/ who drags a feeble being, too weaklj confifi^g ia his 
love, into a gnlph of infamy into wbicli he it himadf la no 
danger of falling* 

It would be easy to prove to beings mnch lest endowed duui 
youths usually are» with the power rationally fa fonn a 4ion- 
sistent chain of ideas, that a man, howarer he may seek to 
ward off» from himself, the guilt of being a sedoeer of inao- 
cence, cannot indulge in the vice whieh is infiNBoas ia wo- 
men, without contributing, in some manner, to aagBEMnt, 
among them, the number of victims precipitated by it into an 
abyss of ruin and despair. 

Persons of the stronger sex, still in the bloom af adelaeoeBoe, 
should be made to reflect that nature, in impvesaiag on the 
heart of man, much more than on that of woman, tha aanti- 
ment that the dignity of the female sex is abeolataly da- 
pendent on purity of morals, has sufficiently warned niaii,aince 
she has eminently gifted them with reasoning powers, of its 
being* her intention ; 

That they shall draw from their sentimeat eoneemiaig wluft 
it becomes women to be, a law for their own (pddaniae ; 

That they shall prove to females better friends than they are 
to themselves ; 

That they shall fredy bear the principal burden imposed by 
the duty of widely spreading, in the nation, the reign of lihat 
virtue whose ordinances it is essential that women obaerre^ 

And that they shall be determined, strictiyy to obey ita pio- 
cepto by an impulse of generosity, whereas the attention to 
fulfil them, which women may be induced to nianifest» nuut 
proceed, principally, from wisdom, and a well understood arif- 
love.* 

§ 7 — But though a genisrons sentiment of tmo fneadaliip 
for women, may serve to kindle, in men, an aflFection for the 
virtue of chastity, and make an earnest desire to adhere to it, 

« 

* It appear* from the principles which I here ttnfold» that I oonaidcr that 
Iha inreoepton who anfleaTour to inculoate to youths a diepodtlon to lead an 
IrreproHcbable life, by ioapiring them with a oootempt for women, ileelroy. 
Instead of erecting, dikes proper to oppooe the current of their passions. 
Yet lam told that itis oooatanUy by Mpreseating females to them lu a 
picable Ught, that ItaUans, advanced ia yean, i^ek to wgage tbeir 
pupils to the practise of continence. 
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sink #Mp fat tMr limrly yet, considering how mnch the ejppo- 
eito yiee offers stfotig temptations to inflame their selfish pas- 
sioDSy and orge them forionslf to war against their generoas 
prinefpleB of social lore, it can hardly be expected that this 
latter affection should at all limes be sufficiently vigilant in 
Ikeir bceasty to boM itself prepared vietorioasly to conpbat its 
powerful and perserering antagonists. 

ne-wish to act generously by a feeble sex, under mav'a 
pi^oeection, might certainly indnoe an ingenuous youth to 
MHiggley snccessfiinyf against his passions, did temptatiea 
always present itself to him under such an aspect that, evsR 
w he n il were strongest, he could not fiiil of perceiving thai 
he oRisI, were he to hearken to it, prove himseif women's 
AA^foe. 

Haas, hdwtiver his senses were moved by an object, round 
whom innocence spread ah exquisite charm, his compassien 
and esteem mi|cht make him recoil with horror from the 
thought of laying snares to entrap it. He might even be 
■a revolted by the depravity of a wretched woman, as to de- 
tennine to fly from her, and not have any share in encoun^ng 
aa odious class to augment its numbers. 

But how often does vice, for an unsuspecting youth, wear the 
#emManee of love and innocence, till his passions are too much 
iaflanBod fbr him to heed its noxious qualities ? How many 
women go dbovt, not, indeed, like a roaring lion, but in a 
ftr snore dangerous form, seeking whom they may devour? 
Tm> prudent to betray their cruel intent, they ofier themselves, 
to the view of the guileless youth, under the guise of con* 
e^ng* spirits, whose office it is to strew some balmy, harm- 
less flowers, over the rugged path which man is destined to 
liiiaJ' He listens to them with complacency, and is uncon- 
adoiis of any reason for doing otherwise ; for every feeling 
whidi tiiey awaken in his breast, seems to prove to him that 
bb heart u united to theirs, by the bonds of innoosot, and 
oven virtuous sympathy. Still, without at once destroying 
fhsi first impression, they soften him more and more, till, re- 
jecting quite the severity of hb principles, he feds lawless 
passion IcindHe in his breast. Then does he laugh with them 
at the heterogeneous mixture of austere sentiments and native 
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tmt4f6rmms for womeiiy wlii«b eduealioli kmA ftM^hl in nua Ip 
nake vnhdat whlnn kim ; for bb iMorfc atoonds (Immii wh«i 
tlwy andertake to oooviBoe liiiii» Ikol il it by yielding |o Ibe 
Ibice of fenude atlradioiis, not by reaifliiig it, that lie pvovee 
kifluelf women's friend. 

It ie tben neoennty aft tbe timea, lAea tbe paaaiona of 
yonths are inflamed by eednetive ebannsv tbat the idea of 
ebastity shali preaeot itself to tboir BHadi as pnNNribuy lo 
dioOi a duty .tbat they owe to tbenselvest tifttber than one 
wfaidi tboy may be bound to 6dfil ftom genorona* kind* mo- 
tires. 

Bnt tbe duty of fospceting tboir peraons is one whiebi st 
those tnstantsi will make bnt nfaipd hnpreeMon on them A 
more robust, more bustling motiTe, one^ in sbeft» moit>.u 
harmony with the daring eneigy of bmo, mnat bo foiUKly to 
onable their oonrietion of chastity's heiog a vaitno winch they 
onght to practise, from self4o¥e^ to be granger and aaoco 
wakeliil than their pamions* 

They must loam to feel tbat a steady adhoranee to this virtiie 
may, properly, prepare them to became teaidieni of thepeoplB^ 
guides conducting them to the anmmit of human greatnea% or 
upholding them at it. Their minda ninat ho rousod ond their 
viitnea developed by a noble enthuaiaamt an enthusiasm^ -all 
whose designs onght to bear, no doubt> bekig scanned by cold, 
raiecting reason, bat which can, nereidwleaa) preaerve itaulf 
aft an extraordinaiy delation, by directing one ^niok ^anos at 
ita general aun, ao maaifeatly ahall that aim appear anbUmc 
and gioriena. 

CSonid not die entire reanit whieh a youth prc^poaed to attain 
by a vifftaona conduct, pcoaenft ttaelf in one heart-wanatug 
view to his imagination and aentimeuto, it would uot, by anb- 
jugmting them, detetniitte hia volition fto triumph over kia 
p ma iona, at the memanta when the latter- were armyod in oU 
ftbeiratrangih. 

Nor is the alliance diat I suppose to aubsist between chas- 
tity and a aeiftdenying^ onterpriihig courage, a forced, omia- 
tnval oue, which pasaiou ewM quickly disaolre. The amaiing 
onergy and force «f mind of the . fiiat martyrs and fathers of 
the chuadi, ampiy prove tbat when & man refuses to disatpate 
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ftis Wtal ^rtei in tlieiiidiilg«fice cf Mmnl dMim, tlwy «o»* 
eontrMetheniMlrtni and pmh bin on Willi MtoblriBiig itMm 
tomtfds Ike secomipllglimeiit ^f one gvent olject. 

Of tliis would the youth, who mortified himself to prmnoltf 
llie good of Iris eoontry and manldDd^ be soon conrinoe^ eo 
^pMdf wonld Iris heart teU Mm that be wae^ by bis eelf^denfad^ 
rendering bimsdf fit to lie tlie aetiTe, fihn euf port and pro» 
pagaU^r '^t a Tirtnons order of society. 

The government wlio may peroerre bow mveb its gnndew 
ttnd dorability depend on the pare moialo of yoaag men, mwft 
hold oat to them then objects of amlrition proper to exeite im 
Mtbaelaam, wbieh efaiU determine tbem to the praetiM of a 
dMCe MlMentely By noting thos, with due pvecandoM, it 
^vfill purify Aeir amUtion, and tnmsfanB it, from a vm iaio 
an irveftiirtildy energetid virtue. 

Thongh as strict an obseminee, cm their part, of tibe daly 
of Mif control, as they ro^ire from their ftmale friendsy 
•cwtoe to men ^Hwse mind is toned to an ordinary hey, toeoto- 
•tHale an obligation, so difficolt that is morally impossible Ut 
tfietn lUly to comply with it» yet does it liecome eaay to tlmae 
to wlboso Thrtao there is opMed a vast career, which they ro- 
aohitdy determine to fblfil ; for Aeir mind is momted tosnsii 
a lofty piteh, that it gives them sti^ength to inudie every saori- 
fioo demanded of them by a viftttovs ovder of society, and the 
wMi to keep th«lt conscience voM ai reproach* 

The Tirtoe in ^foestion, it completely snited to hnmaa ja- 
tare, ^Huch gives hot vory dUbioos pcoob of being actaatod, 
by Vtrtnoos motiTes, in the peiformanee of great aetioas,^ 
wItaMO ^tneotfotf io so cc«igeniid to aU its active desnres, thitt 
it aaakes no sacrifice in accomplishing Asm s the perfiMrmaaee 
«f tmdk actions too freqoenily fills it with an nnwanantaUe 
ptM^ On the other hnndi it is too wedc, vigoroody to Mfil 
any daly to whi A it Is onljrmov^d by stendy principle while 
all the desires that warm its imagination flow in an opposite 
€DrecDon« 

He duty of chastity condemns young men of nobly as(nring 
ttSnds to snch a setere self<Klenial, as nothmg bnt eonssions 
vtrioe eoidd Induce them to undeqfo; and, at the same tiaie, 
tteir task is Kgblened to theai; by the exaltation with which 
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they eBlertain the MBiiiBeiit of their force to perform great 
actions, and by the ardour with which they contemplate, in 
imagination, the sublime objects for which they resolre to per* 
form them. 

If the reader think that such a power of enthusiasm as 
wvuld thus be placed at the root of society, constitutes a much 
greater actire force than nature requires a flourishing, well 
ordered one, to be moved by, let him look at the yisible 
globes, between whose movements and those of the moral 
world, were it rightly constructed, there is reason to believe 
that there would be a great analogy, and when he reflects ou 
the amasing activity with which . harmony and order are 
maintained in thmr spheres, the principle that man is called 
upon to improve his moral condition, by a concentrated eneigy, 
emulative of that prevailing through the physical order of na* 
tare, will appear to Mm, perhaps, less incredible. 

la short, I am convinced that it is alone by the diffusion, 
through the nation, of such a spirit of enthusiasm as I have 
here recommended, that we can save it ftom the depredations 
committed in its bosom by a fatal vice, which blasts in it 
every sublime virtue ; which accustoms ito members to choose, 
for the exclusive object of their pursuit, a sordid, selfish hap- 
piness ; and which converts die attempt to advance it to a 
higher degree of civiliiation into a heartless project, by making 
it appear that the utmost that the arts of refinement can do 
for mankind, consists in q»reading over their barbarous vices, 
a brilliant, yet thin, transparent varnish. 

§ 8^-— A practical attachment to the virtue on whose praises 
I am expatiating, is not alone sufficient to render men.virtuoHS 
supports to a well organised sodety. 

The pmnful efforts which the practice of this virtue com- 
pels them to make, renders them very bustling, active minded, 
and conscious of their power to produce in th^ world great 
eflects. They endeavour to relieve themselves from a sense 
of the rigorous constraint which they suffer, by concentratinig 
all their desires on some great object, the attainment of which 
shall demand exertions commensurate to the forces that thi^y 
are* sensible of possessing. Now, whether they shall prove 
themselves to be valuable, virtuons members of the commu- 
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nity, depends endrely on the nature of the object which they 
thus resolve to pnnue. Too often it » one wl^ich manifests 
Aat their hearty — grown calloofl to all kindly feeling% — haa 
giyen itself np, entirely, to a selfish, domineering ambition* 

When their adherence to the virtae, which forms the theme 
of this chapter, produces sneh a sad effect, their respect for it» 
I beliere, seldom endmres long; for this rirtne renders fte 
heart truly penetrated with its spirit, mild, amiable, and iio^ 
dolgent ; so that when harsh, unfeeling men wear a semblance 
of yielding it implicit reverence, they are very obnoxioiis to 
the temptation of becoming abject laiayish hypocrites* 

To guard youths against the danger of being thus betrayed 
by ihebr deceitful passions. Into a profanation of the name of 
rirtoe, by making it a cloak for foul iniquity, it would be 
desirable that, along with the encouragement to form Tirtndns, 
chaste resolutions, inducements should be held out to Aem ta . 
cultivate humane, social feelings. 

I believe that this end could be best attired by diffusing 
among theni,— -with great caution certainly, — a military ^irit. 
I do not mean a spirit that would make them bum to quit their 
co untr y^ and to prove their prowess by laying waste a foreign 
one^ or hf carrying death and destruction into the ranks 
of a bottile army. I only contemplate such a military spirit 
as dbJl enga^ youths to hold themselves in readiness, by 
BMuas of hardy exercises, to defend their country, whenever 
Its peaee oi' liberty may be threatened, and which shall have 
die indirect effect of making them enter with more pride and 
pleaanre the society of amiable women. All men^— more par« 
tfanbbfly Irfshmen,— ^feel themselyes doubly attracted towards 
of the opporite sex, when they are conscious that they 
«intttied to appear to tliem in the light of their martial pro- 



I AtH here mention another advantage that would ensue 
thna die custom of investing young men, at their first en- 
Irtii e e mtolife, for the purposes which I have named, with a 
w arBk A chariEUster. 

Wlien boys first become conscious of their approach toman- 
hoody supposing them to be yet uncorrupted, orderly and dis- 
OTdtfrfy feelings strongly clash together in their mind. Which 
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diaO triomphy depend^ gref4l]r on 4eir ednctftMVi and adrisen^ 

as well aa on TarioQs circumstaiica^* . , . 

. One &Gl^ howeriuv n thair moral conaiitotioB leoda, if il 

be pot gv^rded iv;aiii«t» to give ik ftaafiilpnipoiideiwise lio.Uieiv 

diaor^^ly incUnaUona* 

' Iti% that they feel an ardent -desire to dUtjnguish theii; 

manly character from that which tbey had diqplnred in childf 

bood» by the perfonnanoe of feats entirely new to them* 

If an orderly gratification be not administered jto this de- 
9ire» they will be tempted, for thiOi siike of injtlnlging it^ la 
have recourse to vice and riot. 

I do not believe that 4uiy orderly method of satiafyii^ it 
could be devised, more likdy fiilly to content it, than that of 
encouraging youths, rising into manhood, to enrol themselTei 
in a irOirps of brave defenders of their, country* Their military 
appearance and warlike exercises* would both stamp on. their 
own mind a joyful conviction of their conduct being a mam^ 
one, and would also convey to them a full assurance of ita 
being considered so by persons of the female bk^ even thoi^ 
those fair ones should believe it to be as guUolesa and innoinen^ 
as in the early days of childhood. 

An institution, having for olyeot to co-onSnato .youths IntQ 
a military corps devoted to the defence of their oomHf^ 
would, if it made use of solemn, religious sentiments, to o^ 
ment their union, powerfidly tend to impart to them a bigh^ 
sacred spirit of enthusiasm, sufficiently niighty to enable them 
to encounter, victoriously, all the tiidbi which pnre^ virtuowi 
principles would oommand them firmly to sasl^n* 

The opinion that youths should be encouraged to emlboft into 
a religious military corps, instituted in such a qpirit» aa that 
it should engage tiiem to keep their minds and persona nndft, 
filed, is somewhat contrary to a' principle I have already ad^ 
vanced, namely— that men ought to sink in a shade, where it 
can only be fully judged of by God and th^ir conscience, tha 
nature of their conduct, relatively to its puxity* pomraga 
beittgf the only good quality over their posseadon of which 
they ought to su£Eer no cloud of suspicion to hang in.tbepiiib- 
lic mind. 

However, it appears to me impossible that government, or 
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the wise leaders of feenty, can (mnae a neaaure, harhig d{-i 
reetly for oljeet to hidiioa tiie paUic la.exartiaa* pactkmlar 
virtue, withoat in-ingiag Aat virtiie aufltaiaadf hilo etidtaaab 
to be able to aseeilniii wbelbar the inantvrti In qanitiin falila 
its intent. I^aa i faniy bo iiatn,^^ it n^ ca a aitfj t9iarga« 
niae aome inaCilnii^a, barnnff Hh* aim to ihdiion man la nian 
quiah their liUdkiutta panion^ there la no donbt thiillhc(|t 
nnrt in some dagree anbinir Aair eoodnely a o a aian ip g dwta 
paasiona, to the jodgaaeat of the pohlia 

Howerer, therellglom, milfitary inititaitioB, Ihat I tam warn* 
tionedy when I eMttidar U in cannaarion with all the alber fiivta 
of the social system thai I contamplaley woold I bettaaa^ to 
the least degree possible, have for resnlt to oftnd tlm mrtifn 
modesty of ingenw6os yonths, by pinoeaviag them paaise for 
the exereise ef a virt«e, which A^ #euid wish lm ptM^aa 
arithoot obtaining for doing ao any fanman apphmae.^ 

Courage would be the qnifity ttt their possemion of whiali 
they would most drawMtentibn. Wh^ youths j^domly caA» 
sider that their manly eharaeter absolutely commands tiiem t# 
be courageous, the^ does not the same evil ves4^ to their 
morals, from tft^i/letthig it be known lltait they ilse ooaferaa 
their practise to the bws of chastity, whiiAi wsadd ensna^ did 
they behaYe -as considering this lalter qnatity, rather than oa»- 
n^ge, as what in pnUie does honour to a. man. 

§ 9«— I shain now briefly mention two daagerons eiron 
which some youog men are in, respecting the best mode of 
malring themselves acceptable to women^ 

The one is, ihat females in general admire nul&lary heroea. 

The other is,| that men of a loose conduct please them better 
than modest ones. 

In regard to their admiration of military hereei> I believe 
it is certain that 'all woihen like courage and soldier-like qua- 
lities in their male protectors. But though they are greatly 



* I havt BOW stated my rainna for bdleving that religioQit military cor|w, 
«iisht]i«i««s4atiMryflhfltflaili0aiiial»4if the nation. 1 do not bewerer 
ffttokd to the abiiilir to indkate the kind of authority and leipilaUone to 
whkh they o«j^t lo be imrint. to aecnre tb«m from deranging the mecha- 
■Sam of ft. iPtll ot||aBiied govenunent, by tlie devdopement on the one hand 
of a too demoecaUcal aritlty or by a wiUingncsi on the other to become the 
instruments of a too ambitious ruler. 
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pleated in wit nei»i« g poiiinre sigiui of their being endued with 
thenit in general the only employment that Aey wish them to 
■mke of them, oontiats in dfaplaying them in the terrioe^of 
thmr fiimiliea and the helpleaa portion of the inhabitants of their 
country. That they are little eaptivated by the martial qua- 
litioi mchibited by him» #ho oonseeratea his life to the military 
proftssi on is, I believ«» well known to most unmarried men 
of tint profession who» thoB|^ they may, like all single men 
at presenty see numbers of portionless girls» putting in prac- 
tise overy wheedUqg art to entrap ihem into inarriage» do not 
find that thoy hsife any greater feciUties fer entering adran- 
tqpsonsly into the bonds of matrimony, than haye men in civil 
departflMUts. * 

Too many women oertainlyy by their rapturous discourse, 
conseinin g the men who appear to them in the light of heroes, 
fen into an impetnons Uaae, the preference naturally given by 
MMMt youths to a military profession. Yet, if we inquire into 
tho. meaning which they attach to the term herot we shall find 
that they have such highly wrought notions of the exploits 
which must be performed by a candidate fer this title^ ere he 
CMA merit it, that real life rardy exhibits on its stage, one 
aolitaiy person wiiom they thiqk deserving of it. In fact, mili- 
tary men, instead of captivating the admiration of the women, 
who dius view their profession with enthusiastic partiality, ra- 
ther suffer in consequence of it in their estin^ation, so much do 
they appear to them to fell short of that imaginary type of 
perfection which they conteynplate as a model of the charactsr 
of. tho military man, who is truly an ornament to his profes- 
sion.. 

Were such prospects, opened to the ambition of women, as 
would induce them carefully to cultivate their reason and re- 
gulate their imagination, very rarely, I believe, would a youtli- 
Ihl female be seen, whose wish to have a lover distinguished 
by his martial qualities, would not obtain all the fruition de- 



• I belleTe that a oelelmited protastaat pmolMr ilfldt H In fnanl 
cutler to oVtaln a rich wi!^ thaii doet a militarf ^omraaiider. The faster 
can, more readily than a man in a mercantile oMMem, meet with a weaiilijr 
woman of high rank willing (o eepoute him, hut he neoally owei tbie pre- 
ference merely to the ettabllshed idea, that hie pi^pftMJon ieihe men 
able one. 
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naaded by it, when h bfare defender of his oonntry, iti oilier 
veepeele agreeable to ber, make ber a tender of kb heart and 
band. 

The persong— -I beliere ^at they were poetf,— who fir«t 
fronralgated' the opinion, that women talEe more pleafture hat 
the attentions of men of a loose condact» than tboeflKi^ modeat 
ene%* seem to hare made soch an attertUm with n^rblher in* 
tent than jnst galiricallf to Tent dieir aplaen against tJ^iMoalo 
sex. However, in describing its tastes to be so flprared, 
they hwri sontrSioted greatly to aodelenite amoi^ moa the 
progress of eormpt morals. I mnsti in endeanronriog to lebte 
this calimmy, obsenre,' timt a woman's deekration of what is 
agreeabiB to hat taste,' is not dways, even wlton ihe spoafca 
sincerely, a sore test by which it can be Imown. 

Women learn qoiekly tO' be awarb thM tliey an dependent 
on men, and that they most accommodate themselyes to thoir 
tastes, whatever their own may be. But Aey do not lilse Sic-*' 
knowiedging this to be the case. Where they have minds joy** 
onsly attnned to happiness, they constantly like to peivaade 
themselves, that the laws to which they must submit are oi* 
their own dietition. Their imagination is so flexible and bnoy«' 
ant, that it easily induces them to believe^ that they have' 
themselves chosen to be subjected to the treatment, whatever 
it be, which they are doomed to undergo. Tims we have !(»• 
peateAy heard of wives whose husbands used to infliet on them* 
corponJ chastisement» and who deelami that they liked to be* 
beaten. 

Where women then have too much reason to think* tkatr 
most moif lead a dissoiute life^ we are not to infer that they* 
really like their lovers to be thus depraved, because numbenr 
of them may launch out in praise of lil>ertines, and hM^'at' 

* Mas wim Baamanm thosMlTes for religiiMU^ IrreproaclutUe charaetsr% 
often conpUin of the p r ef erence giren by women to the society of libertines, 
when tbcy sre mortified on peredvinf , at they oommonly do^ thst iMr 
imafe neyirintsmte prefer to thein the eonTetsRtion of men who do not hiy 
eleim to superior moral excellence. . Yet the partiality of women to persona 
ef iho up|i salts oes, tkua humble in their pretensions, doee not osoaUy attest' 
ssy a ap r i a d^ ed paadilactleii. It simply proceeds from finding their tone, 
«Min aasiaUe^ though it is strictly inoifensiye, than that of the men who 
■(pear to Ihiiifc that the fidr ought to Uvish on them tokens #f esteem and 
Mitj, ea sraaant of the sUcyad sanctity of their lives. 

vou ni. M 
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tlw timidity of the men, wiuMe prinoipleB and reKgien do aot 
mdhr Uiem to go wtcay. Tkej thinly tint tlMy qpeak is • 
coongeoaiy manly tone, wlten tliey express their approbalioii 
of the kind of eondnct in men of whidi they nppenr to «p- 
proYe themgelTee. If then^aonoof tlioaennpritt^pledhwig«» 
of wlMae inegnlar oondaet they think tha;t it woidd bopoail- 
lammona to apeak with a tone of diiplentnie^ ahonld aoaeeed 
in winning their afllMtionar--aad it ia not anrpviaiag if ihmf 
imre often done ao, ainee they fteqnently app^ themaelTea to 
theatndy of idltheae windinga of thef«nafe]ienrt, by wUek 
they may inainnate theaaaelTea into it| then ia,it nativnlthat 
l^eae infiitnaled fonalea ahoold wane thw imaginatieM>with 
ideaa of the irreaiatiblo atttactioas that-pecnUarly iureat a 
libertine, and endtingly ftoBeatal the glorkma trinmph, wkich 
they fondly hope awaita thern^ of ecmipletely reforming one. 

But diongh, in adeprared aociety, many women for the rea- 
aona whieh I hare jnat aaaigned, may eneoarage ia men aeor- 
mption of merala, I ean oonfid^dy afirm thai the natural 
bent of the female aeXf ia to with that a choaea bver.may 
Ofer have led a blameleai lile* Womea» if tkeycouldy w<^ald 
wifiingly aubmit men to die aame snlgQction to thelawaof 
▼irtae, in whieh the lordly aex ia tenacioos of their pladag 
themaelvea. That they are ruled by thia diapoaition after mar- 
riage they amply prore ; for thoae who obaenre thMU may 
eaaily aaaure themaelTea, that their jealoua watdifukiaaa of a 
huabond'a ooodnct, partly pioeeeds ftom an adoptioa^of tbo 
prineiplea which make men vigilant to obaenre that of their 
wtToa. They would ako^ previoua to maniage, were tl»y 
allowed to indulge a hope of finding a wedde4 ehia^ who had 
pveaenrad hia innocenoe, rqoiae like maa^,in the thou§^ of 
uniting themaelTea for life to a partaer uu%mainted with, 
guilty pleaanrea. 

The diapoaition to prefer modest men, to those of relaxed 
flMwalsy ia not confined to innocent women s the peraoua of the 
f«r aex, who do not scmple the indulgence of licentiona de* 
airea, delight particularly in winning the afiectiona of a guile- 
leaa youth, whose conduct is as yet free from a stain. It ia 
their atrong predilection for lovers of this description, that 
makea it often prudent for men, even though they amy haTa 
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preseired a conscience free from reproach, to practise snch 
address, as to leave the world utterly nnable to divine, whether 
or no their heart secredy aoeose them of any offence i^painst 
the precepts of modesty. 

They ought partieolariy, in respect to this virtae, endea- 
Toor in dBverse droamstances, to be as wise aa serpents, 
thongh as harmless as dores. 

Where a man , who never has transgressed against it, is 
oHiged tor fireqnent the company of an nnprincipled woman, 
if Ae peMdvO that his Iieart is still onoonlaminated, she wilt 
redettMh her eibrts'to entice hiHi intb h^ snA«s, so mncfa- 
wfD di^Might in the idea of becoming his first ilame. When 
her passions tlnis prompt her to take a gnitty' interest in 
him,' she will, no donbt, make a mock of his innocence, either 
the better to bend him to her purpose, 0:^, if she find him in- 
flexible, to revenge lierself for her disappointment. 

Wl^duir, when the opinion first began to be propagated ia 
sodetjr, lihat women liked men the l>etter for being unprin- 
dpieit ^^ novelty of Ms assertion stmek the imsgination ci 
dkeibiiaer; andinade ^em really believe it io be a tme one ; 
or wftetier when abandoned men,^-4is was formerly the case, 
in nsace,— 4iad no higher concern to occupy their ambition, 
than that of obtaining, for their fiiscinating charms, flatter- 
ing Mdoginms from the fair, they exercised particular skill, 
in aprtaiding over tfiefar vices, a s<rft, seductive colonringy 
these are points on which I cannot decide ; biit of this I atir 
certafai, that now, that the novelty of the doctrine which 
teadtaf'that w^omen like what are called men of gallan- 
try, in won outr; now that libertines, piquing themselves 
ottdlattfia of -freesiidn; are too much absorbed in studying 
dbe asiemeea which regard tl&e destiny of nations, to have lei- 
sare artfally to deck their vices in brilliant captivating colours ; 
now that they no longer carefully conceal from the oyes of 
the fiur the native deformity of them ; nature is powerMly 
re-acting in the heart of women, and engaging them to sigh 
Co And lovers, if not, as innocent as females are required to 
he^^-thej despair of meeting with such, — ^yet, at least, lovers 
whose trao^gressiims have been so few and venial tiiat they 

Bf2 
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merity when compared with the commonalty. of men, to be re< 
tpected for their correct, orderly conduct.*^ 



NOTE TO THE TWENTY-NINTH CHAPTER. 

(a) I have been easured tli«t, among ell tbe monstera wbo dlagnoed tlie 
fVencb rerdlaiion, there was not one who was not a man of gaUaalrf . Tit, 
tryoaweretoadopttheoplnliiiswhidiflwanninthe wrttlnga of VnaA 
aiitlHt^yoQ wMld think that UbortiiiBa wcN^ aottmaoly, MHrioMi i« 
their faodneetaf hmrL 

I am .well eonThiQa^ howvfor* that» whmivnat the dianMlv 9i the 
French is wrooifht to the perftetlon of which it ii muoiptiUe^ inetead ef 
evincing a morbid, t might, perhiq|ie, my a childish diepleainre, against Ibreign- 
en who speak with abhorrence of the atrocities of the rerolntloii, — at if 
thej could hci^lo impoee sQenee on them, respecting Ihets whidi they have 
thcmsBlTeBinadepnb]kr-.4lieywm candidly own that tiMr eharaeler wai 
denatanUaed, hy tte o arwiyll ag aatare «f Iha ilm, wUA they hid 
teoedtauioaaly taiRgkttalflflk uptm wKk inw|ilenMin|^ aa aft aaiMIe 
defiBc^ whaeecbanasan^yooaapcMate whatevw la aril In it» Thep jfffL 
leoovnt, to their ahuddaring sons^ the revolutioiiary hon^M^ with a view 
to warn them against atreacherous vioe^ that^ on its first entrance into the 
heart, appears tender as a dove, and is invested with all the symbols of love 
and innocence, bat which, once it Is estabUdied there, provee Itaelf to be a 
merefless fiend, urging the wretdbed vlctfm wha haAonia It ta lito eam- 
admleli o^ avevy etime* 

* Woman ftayimtly testify a great wish to find a hnsband or aon la law> 
exemplary for his moral diaracter ; and they would, much oftener than tl^y 
do^ manlfeatsttch a desin, wore it not that cocperlenoe haa tanght tibena that 
il eg pt a as tham ta the danger of baliy dvped by naprine^Mmfliiy.wki^ to 
compass their own ends, do not ecruple putting on tibe mask of sanctity. 



CHAPTER XXX. 

MEN SHOULD CAREFULLY REFRAIN FROM CONSULT* 
ING THE TASTE OF WOMEN* IN INVENTING COS- 
TUMES FOR THEMSELVE& 

I hatre signified in the last chapter thai, if the seeds of the 
•rderiiy prindple are to be sown hj men, in the eongenial soil 
of wimien's mind, and to be afterwaids developed there by 
tkeir fostering aid» till they rise into a majestic plant, whi<^ 
aintt.extend its roots into their own bosomsy making the lore 
off n mtnens Older of aooiety>.siak deep into the hearts of 
all ita members ; if an attachment to good order is thus to 
originate with men; I have signified that they mnst be eapMo 
^ some primitive adherence to it, independent of female in- 
flneniw \ and I have amply specified the virtue to whose autho- 
rity they most steadily loam to bow, ere they can be proper 
to iiommmiicatej to women, the first rudiments of pure, vir- 
sentimmitni As I think that they also, in some degree, 
to chatgo themselves with arranging the visible decora- 
of social life, without yielding to any interference, on 
the jpart of women, I shall dedicate the present chapter to 
explaining my ideas on this sabject. 

If they allow themselves to be made the sport of women's 
cafMcseioas, volatile imagination, in regard to the mode of em- 
bcMiahing the external frame-work of society, they will quickly 
enffisr frivolons tastes to prevml in it; the passage from them 
to depraved ones, is very short, easy, and inviting. 

Men should therefore, without curtailing so much the pri- 
vflego of women to invent new feshions, as to render the as- 
of society dcdl and monotonous, ke^ the regulation of 
and fashions, sufficiently in their own hands, to induce 
I, by their steadiness, and the influence of their ezam- 
plo, only to make such ehaages in those objects of fashion, on 
wUdi they were free to exercise their taste, as would leave 
ihtim strictly in keeping with those more immntable modes 
over which that of men would preside. 

The objects of fashion which they diould regnlate exdn- 
aivoly, as I think, by their own. taste, are those which eon- 



18S TOOf^K'lU [. 

cern the costame that diey <m^t to vear. I do not in the 
least presume to offer suggestions rdathrety to a beeoming' and, 
at the same time, convenient manly eostnme : bnt, as Tarions 
UntSy which I hare heard dropped' in conversation, have led 
me to suppose that a good deal of pains will at hist be bestowed, 
by the most influential men in society, on the invention of a 
new one, and the introduction of it into common use, I merely 
wish to remark that, whenever die time arrives for maMog 
important changes in the manly dress, the tasle and judgment 
of enlightened men should aiMolutely decide on the style of 
eostume which shall thenceforth distinguish their sex, and tte 
iuclinatioDs of women shotdd not^ at all, be oensullod ofe -Am 
subject. 

Itis nottobe presumed timt a people of barbarians wouM wretg 
in inventing costumes for themselves, hit upon one pleasing to s 
person of a refined, polished taste ; but this I believe, that men 
of cultivated minds, accustomed to civilised sodety, could, by 
debating the matter with one another, quiddy arrive at th«i 
choice of a manly costume, which wouU be per fod ly ssateA 
gons to the impression that ought to bo uisde on sp ec iat or a 
by a fine manly character, and would serve consldeiubly to 
strengthen in women a proper respect for the lords of the 
creation, as well as to excite them to accord to them a more 
orderly influence over them. 

Did men suffer themselves to be biassed by te sentfanetfts 
of women relatively to a costume, whidi they would find «l 
once commodious and proper to exhibit, to advantage, a maidy 
aspect, they would only be tempted to adopt a very defiyi B ve 
oue. 

Women, determined by various motives, to endeawor, 
deeply, to interest men, are constantly eager .to induce thoaa 
to beoome companionable to them by deeoencBug to thmr levri, 
instead of raisiog their female friends to theirs. |9o dosbtf 
this propensity of women to seek to render meis fimn an 
anaciety to please them, forgetful of their proper cpgnlty, ia 
greatly increased by the laws fHiidi diseonmge them foam ooco-^ 
pying themselves about Ae si^lijects that afpetat ad^ited to 
the measure of men's capacity. However their loagi^ to 
find in men sympathetic companions^ is such, that I believe 
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4lM IfcAjT wwdi, lA.att «teM of :0oci«l]r> be too.iMHii toasted 
toUke Ike Antm, moti obviow 'vimy of jnBndering Ibom 
llionHiglilf iocakle to than, by eigi^pagUiem to allow tbeir 
tl|9i«hu to AwfH with as e^fgroumg an intomt, oatbe petty 
detaib of life as tbose of ftmales are aatunUly iaolined to do. 
Mea will» tlierefoio> Always be bound vigilantly to watcb> that 
ihey may cao^e the oompanioaship which on^t to subsist be- 
tasoon theoi and woBftn», to take place by the elevatioii of the 
Iattar.|uida9t by their own dsipadatioii* 

la lulhiag jdoes the imegiiiation of women more engage 
dlom.totfy«to lower to. their oatand level the stronger sex» 
>fcaa>i» doea in lo s past to visible app ea rs a ros . Where women 
aie aUowodr to iaHnwiee men in their mode of dress, they do 
IM(» i»|psMfal, let their thovghts revert* in theleasty to the 
•o^aidMatien of the kind of ^garb which would be the best 
n d a plsd jto ^vi^ a fuU relief to a manly aspect. All that 
tli^ desire is» that men shall wear a dress indicative of 
Ibeir tbeing .Mtiraly aader the government of a wish to 
pksaoa ae aaW i They love to reader their appearance ef- 
feminste, and to make .it attest the lavishment on it of esr 
pairiai €U0 to the intent that they may look charming ; 
fMF kf .these means the. triumph of female influence, in 
•Ae heads lOf men, over their haughty, manly propensities, 
censpicnons. As men refuse to carry their submis- 
iilo the fiur sei^ so .far as to obliterate entirely, in their 
li|lta«f drssiy .the expression of their proper, distinctive cha- 
sMlOi^iA is'bafti ^ My what is the metamorphosis which women 
maisM inhlii!;o <them to muieigq, could they dispose absolutely 
of 4keir toilet* Bat of this I think there can be no doubt, 
4h|i( it arepld be one setting at defiance every law of good 
tTfllCL wd^eontiyinally varying according to the most fantastical 



At Furi% wfc tic the crHleiami of women on men^ ovtwtrd figvn^ an 
mOTi ISBsnd tluui th^ an hmm, nsay, when I was there, were the 
fri^e l—i laws with which they obU|^ them to comply. Among the rulea 
whidl they had eilabliahed for Jodgin; of manly beauty, and which no one 
dirna to camrsf meb waa OMthat deeided that a hand and » foot, ao email 
ae t* he entirely oat of proportion with the person, liad, in a man, a very 
dmgmnif diattngTilahed appearance. Youths, in generaL as I nnderstood, 
to wnderyo gnat torture, in order to prevent thair feet expanding he- 
thc lashSonahle measure* 



Yet woBMD BMke aMd mialake in Mienng titel liy «ln» 
•tampqg oo men's imaginnti<Hi, — as flur as it is affoeled bj sen- 
sible impresrionsy — ^the idea tliat tkey are dieaigaed by natare 
ibr f liToloQs beings, they make it easier for themselTes to Kve 
bappily and on terms ef equality witli tlram. Tbey cannot-^ 
nor do they wish to da soy—^rerent their bang stronger dwn 
they, and they mnst eontinne greatly in Aeir power. 
* By deadening then in ihem the sense of tiieir own dignity, 
they only stifle that Toiee of henoor, whose previaee it-is to 
bid them disdain noting nageneionsly towavds a woman i 
. Men ought, from regard to theiAselves, as wsU aa i» Ao 
femalifs dependent on them, fiimly to stfulsin th^ pIao» in 
the social system^ and they ooght so toamngn th«r aul i imd 
appearanoe as to malce it symhoBsal of 4heh|ghianbtkai llwy 
hold in it. Should they ever be indnoed to pnrsno this pla»y 
and then find, on intervegating their taste» that it '"yfrtw 
them,— without being opposed by moiiTOS of eonTenien^e — 
to preserve, in a simple, unstudied guise, the nstive rag go d^ 
ness of their aspect, they need not fear that,bya<tingaseend 
ingly, they would too mnch scare the female sex. 

If they unanimously make such a change in their 
women, though they may exdaim against it at first, wMl 
fet perfectly reconciled to it ; and they will nsspeat their 
lordly companions the more, on peroeidng that they caanot in- 
duce them to consent to quit a tmly manly oostumor Hhonlil 
they, in the end, haye ample reason to feel gvatitade tosaands 
the other sex, £romfinding the persons belongiwg to it s t e ady 
in comporting themselTes as their inda]gent» kind pre t e sioae, 
they will quickly learn to think that what renders a asan'k 
countenance peculiarly interesting is, for the eTpFession af a 
heart filled with the milk of human kindness mildly to 
jfi it, piercing through the snxfeee of a rude exterior. 



.] WOOK II. ' 185 



CHAPTER X3tXI. 

THOUGH VIRTUOUS YOUNG MISS AND WOMEN ARE AN IMPRor- 
DCO SOCIETY TO BACH OTHER, THE FORMER ARE NOT SO 
WEI.L QUALIFIED AS ELDERLY MEN, TO BE SUPREME JUDGES 
OF THE' KIND OF BEHAVIOUR BECOMING MODEST WOMEN. 

Old'ymnig^ iriiei^ ocmfonnably to tbe ndtionfl which I have 
e^lained, enlirelj support what appears to me to be thebr 
phip«rehftnttiery their society, owing to their attractions for 
ycNrtMd' females^ would tend, greatly, towards aocnstoming 
ihttttolnhale'the pore moral atmosphere, which wonld nou- 
'rtshy'fD'AMrheilits, refined, diaste sentiments, and a sweet 
'souiu o# the worth and' loveliness that thorongUy virtnoos 
ptfneiples can oommnnieate to women. 
• Theee exemplary youths would, ^a}so, in the society of 
wsil edneated, youthful females, unfold in their own breast a 
eeootfess variety of amiable feelings, that would have died 
away in it» had they not been awalcened and animated, by the 
pleaiui'e, whidi the perception of their being agreeable to in- 
teresting women, would cause them to feel. 
■ H u W ever^ not^thstanding these benefits, which would re- 
sult ftevn the fireqnentation, by virtuously Asposed youthSy 
ef'^aa irreproachable, youthful, fbmale society, young men, 
'eaftrtng Into Hfe, should not be vested with such a commanding 
'iuMeucein die community, as that mnoeent females should 
Moir tip to their opinion with an implidt deference, believing 
then to have a right to be considered the ultimate judges of 
wlat'iqppearB commendable, or otherwise, in a woman's beha- 



Men, while their passions- are in full force, even though 
upr^jht prindplea should inspire them with resolution to keep 
them in due subjection, are too much aptated by them dearly 
to understand what are the rules of propriety, the observance 
of which (^Puses a beautiful, suitable effulgence, on the vir- 
taooa conduct of a woman. They turn their thoughts much 
to the ertabfishment of those rules, but they solely consult, 
for that puf)^ose, iheir own lively, tamultuoua feelings, which 
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came thtm gfwl abrnM, and rapreMBi to dwan « yvniig w«- 
man as too nngoardodt if ihe allow l^enelf MKk aa nnraapt- 
cions freedom of manner^ at ought to chaiacterise her doport- 
neiity for the luike of giviiig her mind an opportonity to ae- 
qnire sufficient developement^ and of cherishing, in her boaomy 
innocent tastes. 

Young men, when they are highly respectable themselves, 
oommonly, I believey commit the fault of giving to their ais- 
.tevs* or* whatever vonnff fepml^ narticillaKLv. intnssti.dienk 
coiinseb tjiat Jay top great a restrl^fl||t op tli^ir blaneUas indi- 
nation^ and that would therefore! did 4hfi9 hi^rlffln to Ihem, 
lead thepn, to.loan.GontraQt(B4 ideas of tbepr awn duties* 

Instni9tions that would take sBph«B..eieet en Ike way ef 
thinkiiig of the yowiper part of the ftnaale wtm^ wovM eiven- 
tnally oondoct to many evils; foTy in pr e y o rtion as weisn 
learned to form ialse» or t<|o naoNVw e a ne tp t iet ef theirdtt- 
ties» thciy would beoome insensible to the chaana ef s Ji f tt 
and their ami^ination, giown cool to its i | t tsa c t b a% . weaM be 
templed to wander, in seareh of an.olB^et peaperto mm0 ih 
away from the line of vectitode. 

'Tis upright men, advanced in yearsy wi|a are beat qnalifcdi 

laws of modesty and decoram» to whi^ vpL » waU wdend 
community, yenag ^roiiien oiight to enbuMt. 

The heart of snch men st^Msnlly wania tiisiii ef Ihe fiadlty 
of human natnrik to determine them to keeo their Jamale 
pupils in shelten)d.4itoilfclensy whesce no leipptalbn to impni 
dei|t opuducty but such as they can xw^y oveMono^ wittbe 
liable to assail tbem. fiat they will ,becakn enough neit to he 
.inclined to take the emotioBS of their heiurt lor judge of hop 
woman should be treated; they mil rather be guided 411 an 
^aquiry of this kind, by close obsenratioBa on her nator e, 
.IQi^e with fi vieir to apqartain the qiode of inqnsovivg kL 

The consequence is, thati where wise, elderly men fill the 
office to youthful females of tntocs, mte^t 4m flishioniwy their 
hearts to yield obedienoe to the laiwB of wisdom and diraslieBy 
the jrules la^d down for their gvidaiice may be ei^ecled to be 
much more adapted to according to individaal diatinctieas of 
ckaracler a proper Js^srly to siap^jGost Umaauiinf^ than tkey 



WwM kife Imb, bad itey been eonclad by men, tlill warm ia 
jwtby moved by theporeal ivlwiiiiiis. 



CHAPTER XXXII. 

YOtTTHS OUGHT TO BE RETAINED LONGER THAU 
THEY ARE IN HABITS OF SUBMISSION TO THEIR 
PARBNTS AND OUARDIANa 

CkN^d or^w jTgrbMs mib scpmrdiog to men ill tbe eairly years 
ef.ieaahoflA A^Yery lfif|fK>ntiftt rwb in soQety : for tbe prefer 
tJwrm^tJiPfc of tb^ dpannBter re^piires that tbey sbonld 1^ ac^ 
to tmn^ iHitb reaped and deference^ persons fiur ad- 

Totttbsy witboat qoitting tbeir psoper place, enjoy a greater 
ilwl<WWti"»¥r" ^uidfreedoip of a^on, than grown up girla; but 
*^. Af'F sbonld be taught, like tbem, strictly to confine them- 
selyoa to.tbo.plaoewbi^b it becomes tbem to fill* 

Sna py s se n t ftshion is to encourage boys, barely entering 
into ndoletcenee, greatly to take on tbem to act as being tbeir 
own imisteKSy entitled fireely to diqMise of tbemielTeSb By 
tUs measure^ parents and guardians fondly bope to give tbem 
aft ^gKOstniiity early to aoguire tbe experience requisite^ for 
foj^ tbroiigb tbe world witb sbrewd sagacity. Wbetber tbeir 
aipoctulionu be often realised by tbe youtbs tbos early turned 
adrift on tbe ooean of life, we can sufficiently ascertain, by a 
giininwl comparison of tbe usages obaraeteristic of tbe present 
timsBj widi those that distinguished tbe period, — ^not very long 
pasty-— when men, rested witb authority in prirate life, kept 
tbe ycmt||s oiter whom tbey bad power steadily subordinate to 
tbeir wilL 

I Rndorstand that it is certain that, since the^prevalence of the 
oustcim whichordainB that boys and ypungmen justenteriqg int^ 
lifcv sbaU be little controled by tbeir fathers and preceptors, a 
gross rebucatton in the nationid morals has become very pert 
cepSiUe^ vp^r^cofaur, it ^pffom that tbe yictims to gambling 
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and to unprincipled eoramercial speenlations, are far more nn- 
meroas. It was not, snrely, with a riew to Jeare their sons 
more exposed to the temptation, to risk, on the torn of a die, 
all their means of esustence, that fathers first determined to 
abandon them, early, solely to the government of thdr own 
reason. 

However, many yonths boast, Aat the freedom from paren- 
tal control that they enjoy, has fnlly prodnoed diose salntary 
offsets that were in the contemplation of those, who fist set 
tho example of vary eariy laying aside all amlhori^ over their 

sons. 

They boast that they hare aeqnired such pei^kmity in 
diving into the designs of the' persons with whonr tifeey liive 
dealings, and such sicSll in docfing their slritsgiwns to over* 
reach them, as weD as theur attempts to inveigle them into 
actions injurious to them, that very few men, far their senioie^ 
know how so dexteronsly to pnrsiie thrir eoarsoi in safoijy 
through this perilous worid. 

* I shall talce for granted, that the confidence with which tho 
3^tlis in question, trust to ih«r wisdom, is well IoihhM; 
and I shall stall, nevertheless, midntain, that a totally wrenqg 
bias, unfitting them for sustaining their part in a good s y s tem 
of social order, has been given to their dispositSonai 

In a well regulated society, two secidar considerationi oiight 
to be attended to in education. 

First — The young should be taught that it is necessary fer 
them to know wisely how to take care of themsdves, hi a 
world where they may be sometimes exposed to meet with 
hegniling deceivers. 

' Secondly — They should learn to feel a aealous wish to do 
good to mankind, and, particularly, to support usefidly and 
respectably, their place in the social system. 

The first of these lessons must be addressed to the pupil's 
sdf-love. 

He cannot regulate, judiciously, his practice, in obedience 
to the second, without being strongly moved by social love. 

As self-love, in the human breast, is very prone to lUMirp 
on the rights of social love, and even to sttfie it altogetlier, 
the lesson which exdtes the heart to cherish the iMter aflbei> 
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tiop, ooglil tlMreteo to be deeply engmved in it» eie miicli 
iflBtihiUty be-ftined io it» to the cUums of Belf-love. 

la their netiiiel poditioii, nnripened yonths ere very happily 
aitg e ted for eeqeiring a heert wenniog conviotion of it« bmg 
thor duty to love their aeighboor es themielyefy end to be- 
come ngefbl members of 8oeiety» ere they leem to feel the 
nawwnity whMi eeeb indiTidiial liei mider, of standing pecn- 
liwly his own fiiend» on aooonnt of his self-love ezoeedpug 
^*y a e% hbon rly«agB^ion of whieh he may be theobjeet ; eiid 
betnw ee man y nsinpiiig mfixiU do not sopqplie to.try toadvasfM 
their own interests, at the ei^ense of another's rights. 

In die patsrnalhome, boys^ ssaroely in the bloom of adoles- 
ceaee, see aethiilg wUch they, can strictly cali their own ; yet 
thegr liTe»-erq«g^t to have leaned to do ao» i^ as mnch setsa* 
rliy of their rights being respeotedy byjnslandfond paientiv 
as th#y wenldy were the cai» of them vested in themselvev* 
nay oi^l^ also to see aronnd their parents, friends entepffg 
eordiaOy into the plans f<mned by them, Car the promftian, ff 
dwii eUkhaa'a weUiirSf and, widi anxions solicitudey ooatrl- 
IwtMigi; as fiw as in them lay, to indooe the latter to prove 
that^he edoeatlon and instmetion bestowed on them, had no^ 
haflB Jonton an nnorateliBl soiL 

lliey are, nsoaUy, too sonroonded by brothers and sisten^ 
and mK^ to have leaniedf from early infimcf^ to cast with 
them all their eares in common. They should be aecostei|ied, 
te dnriell ia harmony with them, and sincerely to r^fuoa in 
■nsing' their parents display among them impiMrtial jn^tise and 
taadeniess. Few, too, are the yonths wImi^ nnd^ a gpod do- 
mestic administration, would not, full of an unfeigned fr^ter^ 
aal affestion towards those who, from having equal title with 
themselves, to the regards of their parents, share them with 
theas, feel themselves ftr richer and happier in the pftsacssion 
of numerous brothers and sisters, than they would be were 
th^f only children, with the prospect of becoming the sole in* 
hiiHimsnf their ftther's. fortune. 

'Xii^thas that chUdren who grow up under the eyep of wise^ 
teadsr panents, are entirely surrounded by a moral cliflMite. 
fbfaod to awaken, and sweatly to nourish in theo^sqaiti* 
aiMta of ancial love. It ia easy, when this benevol^t affee* 
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tHHi hie Ml potsMgidh <if 'tiieir hewliy to tniin them to Aa 
loTO of peaee m4 goofd ordef, and to engogo lIUMii'to Untk on 
thottielTOB ttot M iioloted iiidiyidn*lll> hot f peititHi of oa 
o li r e ooimnimity» rtrietiy bound to Inbom^ ooMlnunllf, to ftf^ 
mole the weal of their feUowHst^atoi'et.' 

The yo«A f alt of so^h kiiHl» duAntemMd • a ntfi n eiHa; lAo 
d#iibttttdera«Aei'epMiMlloo, may hilfo boMi' taogkt to 
be aware th«« the time will yet oome, whoB hit minA wttt have 
need to be anned in iti own deftmot thritit mayi ri^gmOff 
dni» tfm'enarte kU fMf it by enfty mes, nM^f goverMd by 
oetf4oTe» and ^eady to promote tin piojodit by the oattMtfD €i 
m neighbonr^e right. 

Bat -the idea that mahUnd iute ditpoeed to be rtAed by aelf* 
lo^e, and to ttun a deaf ear to the ehdm of eoeia}, will iera 
long time, only float in the offing before hb intellectnal yidum ; 
while the sentiment of his being formed to identify his exie- 
tenee with that of Ma foUDW-ereatmet iHH takedeep potfCe* 
aids of 'his heart. He has but to interrogate his foelibgs to be 
aanired that he can, and does, lore some of his feliow^ ooa - 
tni^ aa himself t eonrin^ed, therefore, that hb heart is fensaed 
to be expanded by social, and not contraetlMl by aetf-loft^ ho 
is prepared for hearkening, with delight, to the eheaiiy, ia* 
vigorating principle, that he ought to marie his pamagebn'eaith 
by Mnggood in it, to the utmoet of Us ability. WhHSH »t 
last, hekas to M sitnaHons, wherein hemutflMiliMnber, moiw 
than he would wish, what he owes partiealarly to himaelf, 
sotM love and benevolent prind|»les hare inlNttdhed' thaftfr* 
seires, too flrmly, in his heait to be diiAedfed firein -its ho 
fiiidt^ too, that, in seeldng to Tindicate his own just ebtnls, he 
has ao occasion to try to weaken their empire orei^ hims fot^ 
they join with self-tore in uiging hiih not to allo^ 
bo dnpM, nor to sufibr nojtist men to triumph in the 
of the plots by which they had designed to iigure him. 

They make him fori that property to batted hlttisMi*' id n 
debt which he owes to the eoflummity. 

iW, by firmly balling the uareaiionaUe' p re toMt hms of 
eadMMhiog spirits^ when he is ciNod upon to wiiiin— J' 
th e m B . w hieh he much ofteae^ is,;wtero they took his own4o« 
triteeiiti thin that of hiir M%hho«r,-^aad bygoardiBg, at the 
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time^ an mwoHqueniyo reMhIiM lo fem^ .liwnaiA 
b«t iqw%hl p w y efl t>» condneiTO to Ike food of niBBlrwd^ 
lua tiMtiwuata amAtmam oil omaUdo Io rendtr hun o ttMidy. 
piiilonlhropic gmrdfaMi. of ▼irtoo, ud good ofdor» in Ua 
oomitfy* 

Bat wlmi m^jfmnk w o a ndj beyond eUMbood te eeottttated 
Uo own aittteKv ond leal oiifwoteoled abio od into the woiid» 
tiait ko may eeriy leant tr^m exfierienoey dexlenNMly to openi 
te haamM a aafepaiiage tluraiigli ift» tlioivk he e?en Iblfl Ao 
inOMntios ef liiS'.firiettdi^.aelf lote b fiur too aeon aetin bmh 
lion im Ida kaeaat^ and it lietainiH| to a rery m mawanta Wo de«* 
gree, Ida predominant motire of action. Helearaa to rofaat^ 
widi ^de in tlie acnteneaa of hit intelleely the tordidy mind- 
iaiporer iA iny HMPcimy dwt evety man ia hia omi heatfiriaiidy 
and^had wiadom therafinro eonnaek him to take aelf inteio«t 
fer the exdonTo mie of his oondaet* 

Ak»I it veqnireB no remadaMe penpieaeity of mind to dia« 
eoter lihat hnmaa beinga aie gieatiy prene-to yield to the doi» 
minion of self lore ; nor do we give proof of any nneommon 
p ew aa n of midemtnnding, in:aiidearewring to eonatiWo soeiety 
iar andk-n manneiv aothnt-nll the Imra aad enstomay binding oa 
ita moBBhen» akitf enmnate aaMy from the affection bone by- 
caA of them toiumaalf indiTidniyHy. 

The moral and poiitieal problem that it ia diiicolt to adkiv 
andtlM']^aelloal ceiaiieD of. which would atleat thecleaiv on^^ 
iMgod oOmprdienaion of him who sneoeeded ia it^ oooMtaia 
anin^niry ^into the method of indooitig nundnnd, notnithatand*: 
iapthohr- ft w ic nem to aHow of the nsurpntions of self love^ to* 
wMtiin aocial love in eqnai power orer their condact» andk 
fandy to eonaoBdateayatemaof goremment and moiaia fomuk 
ed on Oho:principlBy that we may bo tanght recohitcly to act an 
being na mneh ruled by the Ioto of onr nei|^bowr aa of -onr* 



Il pwof O i , theogh the masdm that men ought to arrange 
gofowm eate for themcelTec, ectabliched on the:prinoiple that 
they mo aaUA beings ia one» the original invention of which» 
ar g o a d an tkopartef him who ihrat promulgated it> greats mental 
hlindncoi and dnlneca of compreheniton» the oU«yonng men 
wko' at pioaent aboniid in aocietyy ntler it» now that it haa 
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liecflme ralgftr and trfte, with at graai an air of pride in tkmtt 
own sagacity, at though it eontained oraoolona wofds of wia- 
doniy and that they were themeelv^a the first oigans she had 
erer diosen for proclaiming it to the workL 

By making all tlieir actions and conrersation be strictly in 
keeping with this arid nuotim, they entirely deprire them- 
selres of the graces of yonth, for Aey have none of its inge* 
mioas modesty, and they do not snffiu' any of tiiose warm, ge- 
nerous emotions whidi give it eiiannsy to stir within 'tfienu 

Nor hare tliey, to compensate Aeirineensihility to tlnro, any 
of that moderate^ meUow toned wiadon^ whidi often sheds a 
great interest ores the oonTorsation of men far adranced in 
Hfe. 

They are generally sudilnrions partisans that, if they eonld 
accomplish their wishes, civil war and anarchy would couTert 
their country into a scene of deplorable desolation. Their 
heart acquaints them so little with the beauties of social order, 
tiiat, did all men resemble them, they would uniremlly be- 
have like a contentions rabble. 

. My observations on mankind, as well as the smgestiona of 
my own feelings, assure me, that to effiset the ertablishment 
and consolidation of a good system of social order, it is essen- 
tial to call universally into full activity tiiose sentiaMuts of p^ 
temal tenderness, and of oonfiding filial defiBrenoe» wUsh oa(^t 
to inspire the aged and the young, in reierence to each other. 
To this end the most influential station in society on^t to ha 
assigned to the former. But as they also» if they wore freed 
from any awe of public opinion, might be templed to foi g e t 
iheir dignity, and as the persons wbose sentiments most in- 
fluence men of all ages, are those not greatly older nor 
younger than themselves, it is necessary tiiat tlie honomrs ao- 
signed to superior years he nioely graduated in an ascent from 
youth to age. The young should therefore be taught to pay 
a certain respect, even to companions somewhat older than 
themselves ; and their deference for a priority of years alMMld 
go on increasing, till at last it settled, in a full tide of reve- 
rential regard, on the most aged daas of the communis* 

The old, on their part, would find theuttolves doself prssi 
on, and anxiously watdied, by men high in antherity, whia 



CHAP* XSXUL] BO0K II> IM 



vould iJreadyy mored by an intorosted foretiglity be very de« 
auroof that tlie aged should cond«et diemselTes to at to merit 
their high tank in society. These men would in their tmn feel 
to aire of others somewhat yoonger, which would detemina 
them to support the dignity of (he class, towards which thejn^ 
aiors immediately following them were hastening. Thus might 
wehopethat} by sttcha distribation of themenybers of society, as 
tint all ages migh £Mrly receive a regular impoke £rom the 
raotoal Inflnence of each other, we might arrive at rendering 
die old tmly worthy of veneration, and the young modest and 
docile* 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 



ABSTRACT EXPOSITION OF THE PRINCIPLE ON WHICH 

THE HIGH RANK WHICH I CLAIM IN SOCIETY FOR 
OLD AGE SHOULD REST 

t have explainecl, in the first part o^ this work, my I'easoiis 
for thinking that the old must not now, found their preten- 
sions to the ireneration of the young, on any superiority of in- 
tellectual lights ; but on moral feelings, the justice of which, 
one glance on the fabric of society, shall render evident to the 
most thoughtless. 

The advuntages derivable to society from the establishment 
in iferof n system of order, which shall cause its respectable 
members to advance in honours proportionably to their advance- 
ment in years, will strike the attention, and be acknowledged 
by the feelings of the most unredectiug ; 

If it be seen that the nation has become sublimely virtuous^ 
in consequence of the elevation of women to a very command- 
ing rank, and that it appear that they cannot be upheld there, 
otherwiae than by placing the social order under the guardian- 
ship ef respectable indiriduals, bound to watch more and more 
over ite midntenance, still as they advance in life. A generous 
eomrietion of its being the duty of men to allow the female 
miadl to acquire as much developement,' as can be rendered 

vot«. hl n 
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CQPsistapt.wiUi the support of good orfler, ^n be re^dfly 'm^ 
itiU|»d inlo alinoet every inudindmd of tlip «(ro9ger 9^x : yet 
pn tl^e o^r lumdy men eajiily popceive alamos that in^MPf 
tl^em very narrowly ta c^rcuni^scribe tb^ sphere of wiom^ ; Cmt 
th^y tep^h ibeiA te th^, that it would be iqipossible to m- 
iHga l^.^em a wide one, without imutiiig th^yii to <^||ii|ii^,th# 

^^SBitiy of their pb44'9c(fir» by appearing ia wibecamiHg vtn^ 
fitioai, 9fid offering themselves too conspieupusly to the eye ef 
the world. 

Thp% irhen they figure M> thems^lTee ii.irepiaii takieg part 
in public aflBairs, they imagine that she must inevitably wsear 
ont in her mind the delicacy that naturally characterizes femi- 
nine feelings, by frequenting, coarse, boisterous society, and 
by exhibiting herself confidently before the eyes of the pub- 
lic. 

But were the usages and institutions of their country con- 
stituted for according to women, all the prerogatives, both 
public and private, that could be conducive to the virtuous en- 
largement of their minds ; did men perceive these measures 
to have happy results, and recogpnise besides that, in conse- 
quence of women being skilfully placed under the guardian- 
ship of old age, their emancipation, from any mental thraldom, 
had been effected without the least blight having been given 
to the modest dignity of the feminine character, then would 
they feel with vivacity, that honour and generosity made it in- 
cumbent on them not to let women sink from the high station, 
which they saw them filling so advantageously for themselves 
and the nation. 

At the same time they would be fully aware, that the dif- 
ficulties of maintaining them in it could not be surmounted, 
except by the assistance of the old, and by steadily supporting 
them in the post of honour to which they had been raised* 

This palpable inducement for treating the old with reve* 
rence would, if I mistake not, make ample impression, on men 
in general, under the order of things which I attempt to 
sketch. They would particularly see that respectable aged 
persons, owing to their ascendency over women in the prime 
of life, had it in their power to induce them duly to exercise 
their talents and open their minds, without neglecting; any 
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(tntf fltrktty femintne, or divesting tftemsehres g¥ the meeft* 
ness and modesty beooming Uiem. 

Why I found audi great expectalionsy for tho ioipiOTe* 
ment of that half of the haniaii species to which I appertahi, 
on the influence of old age, I shall try to explain to die reader 
tn Ae next clmptery in which I shall enter into some f^h de* 
tails on the working of nature in the female heart. 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 

Tim WISR IN diBLS TO BB TRfiATBD AS HAVIMO AN IND8- 
PENDfiNTy ABSOLUTE VALOl^ OUOHT TO BB jmOciOVSLY 
I>BVBI.OP£D IN TBEIR RBLATrONS WITH PEBSONB TO WHOX 
THBT LOOK UP WITH FILIAL RBVERBNCB. 

Girls are considered to show, iti a Very early age> a dispo** 
sition towards coquetry, and a sensibility to the pleasure of 
reigningy by their attrtustions, in the heart of an admirer of the 
other sex. 

I do not wish to say, that this (pinion is entirely unfounded; 
for I beliere, that both to boys and girls, nature at a very early 
age» gives some vague intimation of the charmi which a sen- 
sibility to the passion of lore will make them cme day find, 
in pleasing amiable persons of the opposite sex* She seems 
to me thus to midce to them some apparently premature dis- 
cloanresy touching the Wishes tliat sliall one day warm them, 
OB purpose to sfford their preceptiors an opportunity to form 
their hearts to the ob^^i^anee of those laws of honour and 
modesty, by which the amatory passion, when time has com- 
pletely awakened it, ought to be regulated. 

Howerer, I think that I may safely sissert^ that a much 
greater number of thetiuctuating emotions which are observed 
to pttss In a young girl's breast, are attributed to precocious 
eoquotish Indinations than ought really to be ascribed to 
them* 

GMs, when compared with boys, evince, from the time that 

N 2 
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tbeirmind fint b^ns lo open, a remarkably strong wish to 
be lovedy and a great jealousy of the children who attract 
Irom the ipectatora more notice than they. This wish to be 
)oved flattering in their brea>t» and often encoontering there 
other feidingi which check its atterancoy fireqnently gives them 
that appearsace of not knowing their own minds, or of acting 
in a sense contrary to their real wishes, which the incipient 
coquette commonly exhibits. It is therefore often too precipi- 
tately supposed, that erery peculiarity of manner signifyung 
that a little girl b anxious to attract notice, while at the 
same time she seems to scorn and fly from it, is suggested to 
her by the first blind operations of that passion which, in 
afl»r life, will make her take delight in being admired by men. 
And yet, though the phenomena offered by her appearance 
erery time that she courts, and yet shuns, the attention of 
those around her, are the same with those that distinguish the 
behaviour of timid maidens, who seek, and yet fear, to at- 
tract the homage of enamoured admirers, she is frequently 
moved by a totally different passion, from that which affects 
them, and it is one which, if it be carefully trained, will take 
an entirely opposite effect on her character, from what the de- 
sire to appear in the eyes of an adoring train, objects of amo- 
.rous fires, naturally does on theirs* The passion to which I 
allude^ as giving originally to a young girl's mind, a totally 
-different direction from what it would receive, from a wish to 
.kindle admiration in a lover's breast, is, in its first precise form, 
an ardent desire to be fondly cherished by her parents ; how* 
> ever, as she gets beyond the early years of infancy, it ac- 
, quires ftr more extensive and vaguer bearings ; it becomes a 
longing to be of consequence in the eyes of all the grown up 
persons of her acquaintance, and admitted into their circle as 
an important member of it. 

When a girl is still in early childhood, it is to the wish to 
see grown up persons fondly delight in her company, that is 
• chiefly to be referred that feeling of diffidence which prompts 
her to shrink alarmed from those whose notice she at heart 
wishes to attract. The emotions, exhibiting the same pheno- 
mena, which spring from her incipient timid wish to captivate 
a lover, appear at that early age, only to branch out from the 



J 



CHAP. XXXI7.] BOOK lU l^'^ 

Irreselntey wareriiig feeling, that denoteil both her eagern^s 
to be admitted into tbe society of grown up peraons, and the 
timid awe that disposeg her notwithstanding to shrink from 
their regards* 

Bat if she be injudiciously managed, there is great reaiiOa 
to apprehend, that, ere she be grown up, the secondary brandi 
of the inclinations attracting her towards certain persons of 
her sodely, will have become the principal bole of them, 
while, what should have been, their main trunk will liave 
totally perTshed. 

Her wish to appear charming in the estimation of lovers 
Will probably have attained an inordinate strength, while she 
win have become entirely insensible to the desire of being af- 
fectionately welcomed, into the society of persons much older 
than herself. 

To strengthen this desire in girls, and give it vigour to flou- 
rish in their bosoms, amidst all the inducements to allow it to 
decline, which present themselves to them, when they be- 
come nubile, furnishes an enterprise which the persons, de- 
sirovs to assist in rightly organising sodety, ought I think 
to ettdeavour to effect. 

To accomplish it, it is not necessary for the friends of little 
giris, profusely to lavish on them tokens of fondness. By 
doing io they would only accustom them to expect flattering at- 
tentions, and prepare them for listening exclusively, in the se- 
quel, to the adulations of lovers. 

Ail that is reqmred of their parents and their friends is* 
while they treat them with an even, calm tenderness, to mani- 
fest a desire to improve their minds, and to make known to 
ttiem that, in return for their constant efforts to that effect, 
tkej eiqiect from them an implicit obedience to their com- 
sumda, as well as a readiness to minister, with filial tender- 
oesSy to their comfort and satisfaction. 

Nature, while she has disposed girls to wish to be closely 
vnited, by the bonds of mutual affection, to their grown up 
frtends, has taken care to give to their moral feelings such a 
direetioB, that they shaU rejoice if they can efi^t that union, 
by ooDstantly behaving to those cherished friends witib fond 
dderence and meek subaiissioB ; provided that they recognise 
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thai they mxari timr aalh«rUy over thrna^ sinG«rely« for Ihe 
pairpoio of adding to thieir luippiaeM> and gi?iog thfim iaatmc* 
tiona tending to make them wiaer and. better«(o) 

I have mentioned^ in a fonner chapter, that w.oipea are aa« 
iMally aenaible to two inoUnation8> ifflpelUiig them, in cpn- 
Itary diveetioM. 

Hm one m, to reign triimphaBt in the heart of a kirer. 

The other ia» to take a phiee in the ayitem of social order, 
en acoomit of their own independent Tafaifiy withopt i|ny refe* 
renoe to the power that they may poaaeaa to charm the ufftss 
tiom of men* 

I ahall now addt that i| ia the seeret workings of the latter 
ineliniitioiii that prompts a yonng girl to wiah greatly to into* 
seat the circle of her mature aoqoaiotanfe. 1% ia aJao to the 
developing and fashioning of this inclination, that all atten* 
tiona, of a parental l^nd, shown to her, shonld be directed. 

Her parents a^d elderly friends, shonld only interfisre in n 
negative manner, rightly to form ui her breast, thiKt ejection 
which prompts her to delight in the homage paid her by amia^ 
hie yootha. They shoi^d jnst attend to it, — withoot displnying 
any rigoroos yigilance,-^that th^y may check it from leading 
l|er into any impropriety, b^t as to the positiiie developement 
and tnMnivng meet to give it^ they shonld trust to the ^opera- 
tions of nature, and to the cares of the weU educated youtha 
to whom they would afford opportiwty to fi^uent her so* 
dety^^) 

By strengthening the influeooe of old age over females ojf 
tender years, and by preserving to it i^ proper charaetor> i^ 
'Vonld be made .to act so powerfully and durably, on their cor- 
respaading inclination,-r-namely i that to take place in. aodety 
on account of their own independent value» — as te expand it^ 
^t leiigtht into a desire to suatain, countenanced by peiaena 
higher in authority than themselves^ a respectable nudk among 
the guardians of the social system. 

When the in^ina^ion in question, had branched o^ti into^ 
such extensiye bearings, then mi^ it. aiMmate women of all 
ages, pushing them on to strenuous endeaitours to r^ndw them- 
selves worthy, by their talents and wisdom, to r|uik among 
the firm, nation^ supporta of vktue end g$|o4 ordcir. 
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Thangk woneii, nfegiod m pohit of yeaiVy ainoag th^ most 
iMMtared mem Wn of fomly, ooidd not bo dpMd by s ^Mb 
of poraons oldor tbta thomselvofly y«t» m fonnleo of aa «d^ 
^nweed age wooldbo, in oonio d^^reo of snbotdinalion to pononi 
of tko otkor sen baring tbe ruk of thoir eoevab, Mrnkfrnuatt 
woold bare it in tboir powar to extend to #o Mo n of Aoftr onn 
lino of life, A protection tiattar to wbnt d eae i f h i g yonOful 
fe tt M ie a ironid OAip orte n^ from tite gnardlana who, iaMag nd* 
^antngo of tbe aatboritf giran to tiieai, on noeonnt of tbeir 
•nperlor year% wodd i^aoo them in bonoFable aitiattotty in 
nrbiflb tl»ir talento and vittaea eonid bo widely naeAd to tMb 



It ia evident, tbat to give ilial sentiments sadi stiengtii and 
boaringsy in women's breast, as tbat| by learning txr anb- 
saic^ impiicitlyy to tboir goveinment^ they wonld nndeigo a 
preparation qnalilifing tiem to moimti in n aoinner eonais t ent 
with the ends of a good social order, to tbe most impoHnnt 
poata thatjdteir natnral and acquired tatcnta .capaintaled tbam 
far flHing ^— it hs erident that to render their filud sentinwkita 
adeqnato to the production of sach comprehensive resnlts, they 
ong;kt enriy to be taoght to direct them on many aged persons, 
besidea th^ own parents^ 

PSaimb cannot be Mly trusted to Ibr laj^ng, in their 
da n gMer s' mnkis, that groundwork of good order whndt onght 
tof he estiMished there by means of their snljection to the in^ 
ilaaiij of ilial sentiments ; for parents, themselres, require 
to fanMlK» a disinterestod spirit of wisdom, from the aged 
clasoes of tfao commnnity, otherwise they will ofton form tooi 
pnrtini, shOrt*oiglited projects, for the promotion of their 
daa g h tets' pro9«Hty ; and encourage them to indulge preten^ 
dona si^igested by a frirolons vanity. 

Breai the vHseit parents cannot tn#n to sneh profit the filial 
fe v a r eut e of their dsnghtersr as to make it fully conduce* to^ 
the impi '^i vem ent of Aeir character ; for they cannot place 
IhaaBy in reference to society at large> in such cornmaading 
ntnntionb, that their attainment of them may serve td con- 
vince then that their sntot way of procuring, fw thehr afenbi- 
ttoB to shine Astrngnished by their own merit, full fruition, is 
hnplicitly to oi»ey tite conmumds of their parents. 
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/ QirU eighty tlMrefbrd, early to find tfaeiOMlres Mrromded 
by a Bonber of ag«d penniui in aoUMBrily, all eniitlod to be 
looked up to, by them, with awe and defoeaoe ; and all in- 
^dined to impoae commands on them, with no other view, than 
to form their charaeter, and> to raiae tbem to thoae ttatipnay 
the dntiea of which they appear qnaltfied to diachaige* 

' When onoe the aged, by a anffieieat number of aiHBrageai 
had manifested their desire to eommit, to some yonthfid fe- 
male, the exereiseof certain honorable arocations, she shouUi 
not be at liberty to dedine them, for it shoold be her booaden 
dnty to yield implicit obedienoe to that rcYered class, by 
whom this flattering distinction wonld haTO been awarded 
her. 

By tiiQS giring to every step by which a woman wonld rise 
to the conspicnons display of her talents, the character of a 
measnre taken by her from, a principle of filial obedienoe, it 
wonld be very easy to keep her ever exquisitely alive to the 
sentiments of fominine modesty, and at the same time to allow 
to her abilities a sufficiently wide scope, and pnt her an^ly in 
relation with the publico 

r A woman should never be in a vulgar crowd or mob ; kev 
bring so does not, however, depend on the number of pevaona 
who surround her, but on the sentiments with which her. asso- 
ciates are filled. Thus, she is in an unbecoming situation, and 
may be smd to be in a mobbish one, if she be in company with 
two men, even of her near relations, who are engaged toge- 
ther in a forioos altercation* But her local position is wiez- 
eeptionable^ though she be surrounded by a numerous circle of 
the male seac, . if each individual of them survey her with a 
truly paternal eye, and that they all behave to each other with 
kindness and respect. 

Never then, according to my conception on the subject of 
social order, should a woman be called upon to come forward 
into general notice, by the exhibition of her mental endow- 
ments, except in meetings where every man present daiaaed 
from her reverence, as jq^purtaining to a class to which ake 
was bound to pay filial submission* No younger man, how- 
ever respectable, and thoagh he might be united by fr ntein al 
ties to the female who, in the dischaige of her fnactioDs, had 



• 
ooeMloa to exIriUt the deplil»bf her knovrledge or tstrength <)f 

her intellealiial laeiiltiei> abould be admitted into^ the assenr- 

hliee in whieh women were required to give public prooft of 

the eaclent of their mental ci^MMsity. 

An firatemal loire esnnoty like paternal and ffiial, upread, in- 
definttely» over oljects not directly in relation with i t» tiie pre« 
aeaee of men neariy of their own age^ must always, where 
many yoang women are amembledy atir up IMingg, Among 
Iheniy Incompatible with thoio calm, anstere sentiments which 
om^ to reign in erery breast* in meetings where youthful 
females, — ^notwithstanding ;the timidity which should be re- 
speeted in them^«-may safely be permitted, or rather ordered, 
to make such an <^n exhibition of their talents, as shall, 
naturally, arrest the eyes of all the spectators. 

Tliough women, when they seek to captirato the admira- 
tion of lovers, by the display of their talents, or that they are 
moved to make a parade of them in public, directly by the hope 
of distinguishtng themselves, are, often, not sufficiently sensi- 
ble to feelings of an amiable diffidence, and learn, quii^y, to 
assume an ofiensive air of boldness, yet it need not be feared 
that these evils will ensue, from their exercising their talents 
in somewhat of a public field, if the immediato cause of their 
doing so be a principle of obedience to persons to whom diey 
owe filial deference ; provided that the scene in which they, 
in consequence, display them, be strictly of a nature to keep 
sentimenta of filial awe and reverence paramount in their 
breast. 

In this ease, so fer from gaining more hardihood by the 
frequent repetition, in public, of their task, they would be 
lid»le to become more and more pained, by a timid dislike to 
attracting the notice of a numerous audience ; and their alarmi 
at Ihe thought of exhibiting their talents before sudi a one, 
would be obnoxious to becoming, at last, so great as to triumph 
over their principle of filial duty, were it not that their cou- 
rage would be sustained, and their personal ambition gratified, 
hy the idea of the proud eminence to whidi the commands 
«f their paternal friends, and thmr compliance with them, had 
them. 

Yet their pride, m the honoraUe duUee assigned to them, 
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Void4 Berer aeqfiife tpeh conlldeiAse lis to engage tliem to «ee, 
wilboot a imdiAil diffidence, all tlie meinben of a nnnwnrai 
afsemUy, «ttentiTe to thc^ maniter of ye t funui ng these dn- 
tiee : it would only fortify tkem ioffioiently to bear tbem out 
in a Mdate^ aaitrtXtUed ftiMUaient of tbeir task, and irilen, at 
lasti tke yrogreea of time woidd remind Aem of ita hBlug in* 
dunbent on them to Tanqnith, on afipearing before nanenws 
ipectaton, thehr tenrnttiona of lamidityy-^-Aom their aeeming to 
acoord bat ill with tli^r time of life^*— they would learn to 
•ubttitnte, in the plaee of them» ftelliigi of modest, matronly 
dignity. 

Let as now suppose that, by the proeedove which I have 
sngfested, the talents of women donldf as I believe, be called 
into the Inllest eseroisoyasid be mnde beneishdly to bear, with 
their utmost weight, on tfatf pnblie destinies of their eomlt^y ; 
let us suppose beside^— what I also bdiete to be the oase^r— ^ 
that, where the diaracter of women is rendered strikingly 
respectable, bj a eonformity to priaeipie% windi are eridently 
yirtaoos and of universal apjjdieatieli, men qniokly reccii^Bise 
that it is their duty liifiewise to submit to ibem ; so thait mr* 
dflvly dispositions in the weidmrsead^ where Hhey are estahiisiied 
on enlightened gjroundr, readily extend ftemr it to the stronger, 
asumilating the virtues of both ; let us suppose these two po^- 
sitions to be trae^ and the conclusion to* be drawn irinn them 
isy that by improving the female ehaAKte^ inf the mode which 
I have indicated, we should take the most efieotual mediod of 
imbuing men with a truly magnanimous, disinterested poUic 
spirit* The eixample set by women of only distinguishing 
themselves, by their talentu^ at the caU of duty, would not bo 
lost on them : for even at pvesent all roeii are eoaseioaar- 
though few have strength of mind to tftt «^ to their eonvio* 
tion> — that an eAnent detemrimAien* solely to eaeert his UdOnts 
for the good of mankind and in obedience to the commands of 
duty, is one worthy of, and proper to constitute, a truly great 
manw 

MettroatlM^ supposition that womOn*s talents were rendered 
lotiieutisostaervieeilbletolJMir eonntkry,^ by the wise «»ur-^ 
tiotts of the authority of parental guardians, wouM mahe m. 
move bastUag^ iM pf thebatopush thsto intoMtioey aod«i^e 
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jn^ge for dieBiaei?efi eoneendog tha et^lpldyment to wiiidi thef 
oogiit lo turn them ; but they would still, in imitatioii of wo- 
meDy jkiid a primary obedience to a principle of doty ; to 
which ^ey woold jost take care to give the practical modifica- 
tions necessary to adapt it to the jgoidance of a somewhat freer 
and more powerful agent.(c) 



NOTES TO THE THIRTY-FOURTH CHAPTER. 

{Seepage 196.> 



(«} I* Jf^ in Um gmter aubMr «f iastaasM» ntmdimtAif !•» dMIsato 
to Inqwrt aome leaminf to a girl than to a Wx ; te tlM fonnot «aii< fe#- 
gnmtly stimulated to the acqoisitioii of it, bj a with to please her pieeep* 
ter, and by the delight which ahe takca in the belief that, by adding to her 
knowledge, she is improying her mind. A greater inoenti¥e of ambitiea 
rnns^ commonly, be fclt by the latter, to indooe him to apply himself to 
hborieue studies. He most be find by the tlMw^t of the adtantagee and 
distlnetiopa which he may obtain by mea» «f tbem^ or eha Urn uml wd if 
i—stpaarionatfly eDgnge him to in ^ e rt i gat s the olj^ of eoieDei 
tohhn. The c oo as^ n enc e of thia diifewnae of mental oifi ga n ls a l ien 
aboy and a girl l8» that it ia much easier to sudBe IndtatnanSs tt study bMr, 
efficaciously, on her disposition than on his. 

{See page 190. J 

<fr) Madame de OeuBs aiBrms that ills by a niother, ikot by a lorer, that 
s bsadsome girl should first be told of her beauty. I have, often, seen mo- 
then regulate their practice on this* maxim, and have, constantly, observed 
•seh' Uf couee q i i e n c es to ensue from' thdt doing so, as have convinced me of 
its bdag e nnm e ws. An enlogium passed on a glrFs outward appearance by ' 
bsr SMAer, move ponsMmcaitiy awaknt her canity than does the admira- 
tisa flf lovers^ and i% in odier respects, more Injurious to her disposi- 



flHal delerenee^ which has great weight with her, when it accords with 
the bent of her passions, causes the praises of the former to malce a deep and 
bsUqg Impunelim on lier. Her ifaiagination too oonllisedly associates the 
idea ef ffobisr, with o o mj fi b sM A cy, on her taOlenuiS figure along with that of 
«tl«aal ssBiisimM^ ao that ones her mother has tohflier that she is hand- 
iea% shn caiMt, ailsrwasii^ let her haow that she b altered, not only 
vilhs«S Initirtkig ofthsr a sfusliMrtUlcstiott, but also without iadudng her 
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'ft«tfony» to eomtilalii of her bavliig, no longer for ber, Uie aflectKm wbtch. 
•he bore to her fmnnerly. She it oooylneed, when abe knows hendf to 
be admired by her mother, that she takes jiride in exhibiting her ; and 
that she rfjoioet in the anticipation of her making a brilliant marriage. She 
alio thinks herself, with similar confidence, of her future prospects, for ihe 
ado^U^ implicitly, the hopes of her mother. Should she find herself dis- 
iq^polnted by the eTent^ and doomed, after her youth is fled» to remaSor— 
as the saying 1 % o n her parents' hands^ her discontented mind liade esn- 
•tant food to aliment its aflUction, in imagining the switiminta whleh she 
attributes to her mother. She Is oonvineed that she mns^ at hear^ be 
greatly mortified at not baring sncoeeded in establishing her ; that she must 
be weary of her sompany ; and tliat she cannot lore her as die did at the 
time that she surveyed her, with delight, as a youthful beauty. Thna at 
that period of life, when the greatest oonaolation unmarried wvmea can 
have 1% to beUoTe that they are beooming more dear to their parents, now 
liiat iholatler hare rsason to suppose that they sImU never part wltih them, 
does the hapless lUr one^ wIks In her youth, had heard bar motfan* extol 
her beauty, find the anguish of h«r disappointment at remaining elng^ In- 
creased, by the notion that the parent, who once admired her. Is become 
less affectionate to her. 

« Let» CD the eeotrary, mothers strictly decline to gfre the sUghteat Inti- 
mation to their daughters, touching their penonal appearance; let them treat 
this matter as eoosidering the decision of it to be no concern of theirs ; and 
w^mk of It as relating to the most frail, perishable, and worthless of all 
fawMA advantages ; let them, steadily, mould their conduct on the princi- 
ple thai the great djectof their maternal soUdtudo 1% to engage ail thdr 
children to render themselves^ by their piety, aoceptaUe to God, and, in 
their respective dtuationi^ good members of the community ; let them sjpeak 
to thdr girls of the duties both of married and dngle vromen, and early 
convince them that, diould it be their lot to rank among the latter* thdr 
mother's views on them will still be oompletdy fulfilled. If she sse them 
cxempbry for thdr religion and virtue ; let them act in this sober, coo- 
adontious manner, and tliose of their girls who may posmss beantj, will 
run but litle rids of being spdled by the flatteries of men* They will 
quickly recognlie, from their own experience and obeervatlon, that thdr 
mother was right in asserting that no inoenss is so liable to bs offnod at now 
dirines, to the deeertion of the old one% as that which is paid to beauty i 
for they will soon be convinced that the changes which dokneai^ acddent, 
or the progress of timo can readily make in a girl's aspsc^ nay, even tholove 
of novdty may, eadly, have the effect of dimtnidiing, from one year to 
another, the number of her admirers. Pretty girls will bo prepared for not 
snfiering themedves to bo inebriated by a homage paid to thdr cbanns^ which 
they percdvs^ does not exdto .the vanity of thehr mothers; and however 
they may hope, by means of themi to obtain a good ftahllthmimt^and stay 
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czptpCtMrparaitito'giw them all feiropportuaity todo«H they wOladtt 
£k1 gnat aBtiafactUm In the pennaelon that their BMither will never widi 
to fart with thenu 

fSet page9 203.J 

(c) I hare In the chapter of the fint part in which I have endeaTonreck to 
peint oat tiie reaaonableneae» of Tcating old age with the higheet and' meet 
nAorltatiTe iwnlc in aociety, made some appropriate obeerrations on the 
Bwatal eonatitntion of elderly persons ; but as these obeenrations, in aa (hr 
as they were not nniTsnally applicable to them, related particularly to those 
faitares of character which distinguish old men, I shaA here suljoin a few 
nmarfca on sneh aa are more peculiar to dd women. 

The latter do not seem to be nitach indnded in the charge often allegied 
sgainst eld age, of a pronenesa to melancholy and fretiUness. 

They are indeed obeenred to lament the days of their youth, but thdr te<- 
stien on this aoore, is found to arise from thdr oonrietion of the woAil 
diange which their external appearance hae undergone, not from their beln^ 
mdoed incapable of ei^oyment, by an alteration aJfecting their Internal 
state. 

On the eontrary, their wish to hide the number of years that hare rolled 
ont their heada» and their disposition not to forget the world, tUl they find 
Aeaisehree neirleeted In It, render manifest tliat, had they as much attrae- 
tien for behoUere at an adTanoed age as in their youth, the springs of lifii 
eflotinus to flow in them with so much Tivaolty, that their mortal exisiaiot 
weald still have fyt them nearly the same charms as erer. 

An Ihe satires, levelled particularly against old women, paint them ^ultt 
diftfenUy from what the genenl ddineationa of old age— which esdnaivdy 
eentsoiphite old men«— would give reaaon to expect. Instead of beln^ 
f ip r e sen ted as aad and hopeless, they seem no otherwise to dlflier in mind 
frsB what they were in yonth^ than in having given to their Tivaeity a dl£i' 
fttent d l recHqp. BuslHng, Intermeddling, and inde&tigable In their pur*' 
^aiit% they tcre constantly mmlnating over a store of what they conceive to^ 
be osdul knowledge, gained by the experience of a long h£e, and they draw* 
fimn It i n*y8w which tiiey freely dispense in adrice to all aronnd then^ 
IhiaUng that they can guide them unerringly tliroagh many a perplesittK' 
aflUr. Thia pretenalon to the fheulty of gleaning much practical wladom- 
frem experience^ has been Ibund so preposterooa that, Instead of naklnit 
eU woman be looked up to with deference, it hoe only served to render thett- 
leerenmdly rldienhms. 

It soggeels to me more serioua reflectiona. 

The deoHnation, which old age ought to have learned to aecompllahy 
tsms to ma obvlmisly to be^ that of deriving eo much i mp rovement ftooa If 
IsBgexperieiiee of the world, thatltehiai both know how wisely to gvMa 
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llHl^ «id to enUgMni yniwgffT pfnont on tiM oeadofct pwf» iohtfut" 
wm&ihj tiMn. 

To Mcuro it* capobUltj of fiiUUling thii dettliuitioii, thiw ooBdllkMw «n 
nqukite, 

Flni^The Tital ttnom mmt flow in it with tnAdoDt TiTacity» for it to 
hcvo tlko power to contoiplate witli a liToly intertot the aibin of thii 
world. 

Seeoiidl7«i.It muit be disposed to direct its attention to them. 

Xbirdly^-It most have sach elesr oompreliensiTe viewe, m to be able, 
liroai particiiler obeervations and f eneralizing reflections, to draw ri^t in- 
fereoeei^ and estobliali principles for the guidsnoe of manldnd* enoUy ear- 
ing to derelope in practlee the orderly plan of nature, or to support the one 
ertabiished in society. 

Of theee three conditiora^ it seems to me particuUrly indispensable that 
nature should observe the first inher constitution of the old. 

In Tain would tliey have the disposition to attend to the afUrs of the 
wmM, and undmCanding to do it with discernment, if nature fumid^d 
then with so little vital energy* that they mu«t in spite of theniy rinh in 
langour and listleanees. 

Of the two latter oonditloiis, it iqppeaia to me more desirabl e , that nature 
should foltl the seomd than the third. 

It is tme^ that if she did not impart to mortals as they grow old, any 
diepoeition to acquire wiedom Irom experience, and to instruct others, such 
a di^poaltion might be communicated to individuala by an enlightened co- 
eiety. However, it is much more likely to prevail widely and strongly 
litai ii is Imparted by nature herKlf. It also in that case servee mora to 
•irfighttn ns on her plan of moral order, by convincing ue that it demands 
wisdom from old age. 

Aa to her leaving a part of mankind deficient in the understanding which 
wvnld be neeeesary towards learning of themeelvee to talce^ in old age^ a 
w|oa oomprsheoslve sorvey of what paema in the world, this seems to be an 
qm i es l on, that ia by no means without aremedy. In all ordinary caaes, tt is 
1^ di^Oilt for a vary common capacity, to perceive the trudi of wisdom's 
Hf^Hmm precepte, if it be guarded againet the iUuaions of falsehood, and atoo 
prefwap^uoue confidence ia itself by the convermtion of the rightly inform* 
ed» • 3raipalhy with them will teach it how to^makean appllctiow of their 
wl«i pvineiplm, to all passing events, so as to aeocrtain the points wherein 
te aetim In th«m BMy have oondueted tbemeelvea foolishly or Judiciously* 
I eondnde from theee premleee, that the habitual defocts, of old womra, 
are imputable to eodety, and nowise to nature. Nature has abundantly 
4aiM har part, to dispose wmaen aa they grow old, to study to become wiee 
Vr Wfirieneej and to sedc to render their wiedom usefal to the world. She 
haeaoee rd ed themeuflMeBt vivacity^ to watch with lively interest over the 
eonoems of this world, and given them a disposition to unfold, for the be- 
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)ieiU of othcriy aQ t|(» kiMnirl«lg» of Uw nuMle of oovdiielliv ihgm, whkh. 
ezperieoce has made them •ccl^nulate> 

Having done thus much to adapt them to her purpow, the haa lefit to^ 
■ociety the easiest part of the task, that of teaching them to know how to 
e«uhliah their opinions on «olid grounds, and, to draw Just infesenoiA fyom 
their ohserrations on Acts and charaetera* 

Thu part, intrusted to society, has been sadly neglected* The poium . 
qncnoe is, that women, from want of ability or opportimlty, to arriins^ hy 
their own unasnsted efforttji, to a comprehensiTO knowledga of the coniaa jpC 
nature^ are apt to loa^ th^n^selves^ entirely, in a petty labyrinth of absnni^ 
notions^ relatively to the results of the actions of mankind; which notiona 
they acquire, more from si^pervtltious traditions, tban femn skill, du)y ^ 
appreciate causes and effects. Jt often happens that an old wonuQis g)iid«dU 
as she thinks, by experience, erected with considerable cunning and ing^ 
nuity, a fabric of practical wisdom so paltry and contemptible^ that it 
seems more suited to the nature of a fox than of a human being* Yet I 
never, even in youth, could feel inclined to laugh on observing this kind of 
structnre ; so much did I think it a pity that such vivacity in old age, ac- 
companied with such a wish to make the experience of a long life of use to 
mankind, should thus be thrown away for want of being well guided. Old 
women fulfil, the best that they can, the destination which calls on them to 
treamre up a store of wise precepts, for the use of themselves and younger 
fellow-creatures ; but they ought not to be left to labour alone at this under- 
taking. To them it peculiarly belongs, to bring to It that activity and ateal 
which should give a lively interest to it ; but others should take care to see 
it conducted on such a broad basis of luiowledge^ as that it may truly meet 
an the wants of mankind, moral, intellectual, and physical. 

Nstore has been liberal to men of the qualities requisite for making their 
old age a wise one, in Inverse proportions to what she has been to women. 
With more ability, and Imr more opportunity, to learn, thoroughly, to un- 
derataad all the conditions of this mortal life^ when they fail, in old age^ of 
rightly appreciating its various events, their deficiency is not, so commonly, 
owing to the contracted state of their intellectual powers. It proceeds^ 
oftencr, from the weakness of their animal spirits, which, leaving them 
melaacholy, and inclined to look back, with repining, at what they once 
were^ throws a dark shade over their present views of the world, and leads 
to their eonceiving a very ui^ust opinion of the evU times— 4br as such they 
regard them— that they have lived to see. 

Vrma the ahove considerations, I Judge it to be absolntely necessary to 
tko support of a good moral order, that the aged of both sexes shall be» at 
oBce^ elevated to the post of guardians of it. Each sex will, greatly, eon- 
trihote to communicate to the other the advantages which it may want, to 
he duly qualified for such an ofiioe. 

Ekkrly women are, peculiarly, adapted to impart, to old men, a portion 
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df their fin and cheer AilneM, beeauie, though miieh len snljeel than ^ey 
to a depTBirion of spiritay they are auffieiently warned hy thdr own fedinga 
of the Uab&ity of old age to render life joyleea, to sympathize with thoae on 
whom it takes each an eflfeeL In oonaequenoe, drawn towards the aged of 
llie other sez, by a spedea of fellow feeling, they engage tbeir mind so to 
open to them, as partners in misforttine, that the secret spring of cheerfuU 
nass hy which they are themsdyes animated, b insensibly loommunicated to 
them, and finishes by rendering their ideas aa liTety and exhilirating as 
their own. On tiia other hfnd, few are the peraons of good nndentandlng, 
who can obtain, orer elderly Wflmen, so-^moGh inflnence to prevent their 
mental yiaion becoming too contracted* in consequence of their dl^eaition 
to eye^ with sliarp attention, the minnteat details of human aflhln^ as osa 
those male companions to whom, tmm their J^arity of age, they find them- 
sel?es attracted by the warmest sympathy. 
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BOOK III. 

CHAPTER I. 

HY SPECtTLATIOKS ARE DRAWING TOWARDS A POINT 
AT WHICH I MUST PROCEED TO EXPLAIN MY CON- 
CEPTIONS CONCERNING A GOOD SYSTEM OF SOCIAL 
OEDER. 

PRSLIUINART OBSMBVATtONS. 

Mr q>eciiIatioiifl on tho moral constitation of mankincl, and 
my indications of those errors in the actnal formation of so- 
cietjy which occasion it, in various respects^ discordantly to 
dash with that oonstitntion, have now verged to at^oint ai 
wUcb it hecomes requisite expressly to unfold, to the reader, 
my positive conceptions touching a system of social order, 
vherein the evils that I have pointed out would be avoided, 
owing to its being strictly moulded on the design of nature. 

I shall, however, in exposing my ideas on this matter, con- 
fins myself to a meagre sketch of the outline of a scheme of 
Mcial order, traced simply with the intent of conveying to the 
reader a notion of the general theoretic plan to which, as ap« 
pears to me, the leaders of society should adapt their attempts 
to re-edify its structure, whenever the one at |present sub- 
listing, shall have mouldered away. 

As to the mode of giving, in practice, life and firm sub- 
cteoe to this outline, and filling it up in all its parts, this is 
a point of which mankind, I believe, can only acq|iire the 
hiowledge, from positive, wary experiments. 

Before, however, I begin to explain my general notion, 
otmceming that type of social order to which nature intends 
that the nations upon earth, — ^still as they arrive at their high- 
«st perfection, — shall give a real form, I shall fill the remain- 
der of this chapter 'with some preliminary observations. 

§ I^— Married women are certainly entitled to fill the high- 
est rank among persons of their sex. Their position, too, in 
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any gotten eonntry, aenreft m a very sore erit«riaii,by iribich 
t4> judge of the degree of oonsideration and power which wo- 
men enjoy in it. 

Baty notwithstanding, their composing the most conspicuous 
class of femalesy it is not with them that those influential 
pecsons of the community, who may, in a public capacity, 
seek to exert authority 07er women, for the sake of forming 
their character, and jj^acing them, in society, in an doTated 
iBnk«-«>it is not with married wiHnen that those persona oaght 
to place themselTSS immediately in relation. 

Married women are 7ery well inclined to follow the' direc- 
tion given to society, and their husbands are willing that they 
should : but they must follow it freely ; for they will not them- 
seltres, and still less will their husbands, consent to permit 
any authority, excepting that of a wedded lord, to prescribe 
to them, primarily, the line of conduct which the good of so- 
ciety requires them to pursue. 

To the liberty to judge for themselyes, of the behnyiour 
becoming a wife, which couples bound in wedlock daim, and 
to the commanding position of married women, I attribute an 
historical foct, whi(^ I belieye to exist; namely: that eveiy 
relaxation, in society, of rules and customs, by which an in- 
crease of liberty was given to women, has been attended with 
some relaxation of morals. 

As married women have been ever most forward to edge 
their way into a situation less restrained than the one in whidi 
their sex was, by custom, usually held, and as they had no 
need to obtain any consent to the innovations that they were 
introducing, but that of a wedded partner, whom they could 
'wheedle into compliance, the gradual emancipation of females 
has hitherto resulted too much, as I think, from a wish, en- 
tertained by them, to indulge their individual caprices^ and 
from their disposition to break loose from customs, which, 
owing to the power of habit, they at heart believed to be res- 
pectable. 

The community cannot therefore chaige itself, in a gene- 
ral, rational manner, with the obligation to foshion the fomale 
character, and amply enlarge its sphere of activity, without 
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giriag nagte women partieidarly into the care o{ the most fai* 
flnentU chnee of society. 

Single women, past the Uoom of yonth, if diey be In eaay , 
drcomstaacesy do not, in general, strietly owe obetfence to. 
any person in private life. Snch a ehmcter can theraforo, 
eidly be stamped on public institntionsy as to convinoe them, 
ttattheyirill gain a needful protection, and become mnoh, 
mom higUy considered, by yialding a full submission to 0fS« 
penons chosen, in conformity to the polity of thdr oonntry, 
to gwrem thorn, and inspect their conduct. 

I may seem to tndicate» to the leading classes in sod^ety, ft. 
very drcnitoua course, for arriving at the exercise of a nlu^ 
tsry influence over the women whom it is most needful, wiady 
to £rect; namely: over the mmrried ones* I am persua4(pA 
notwithstanding^ that, whenever the means of establishing mfi^ 
orderly cQnti:oLover the female mind,, an^ nt th^ same tMq% 
of sUowing it to expatiate in the. w^/dest sphere thfft.ili is com-. 
[>etont to fill, are taken duly into consideration, it will b^ 
foond that the process, whi<4. .1 have suggested, musjt be gpM 
tbroogh, to open to the wise gni^des. of society, a way to ain 
tain to the character of married wome^^ and fashion it totheiif 
mind. Nor wUl this way, where single women are nnmer 
root, and allowed to appeair sufficiently in the world to become 
rapedcd and inflDential in it, prove so very circuitous as may 
be iau^ned.i enough of inducements may be held out to ma^r ' 
ried womep, to ongage theqn to o^e their charact^ ai^ro^ 
m ater — a p mwb as becomea tb^ situation, — ^to that of singly 
ooey. 

Husbands will gladly enooorage, in them, such a di^osir 
tjoa. 

Unlesa ample incentives were offered to single women^ 
to ei^Bgie thorn to g^ve a wide extension to Iheir inteUeotual 
<»paoity, it would be impossible sufficiently to impvpTO the 
ondentanding of females, to enable them clearly, to discern, 
vith . one comprehensive glance^ the whole combinatiov of 
their duties, in their infinite variety of bearings. Women, ft 
it true^. ought ttf» seek more eagerly to improve their mioral 
qnalitiee, than their intdlectoal faculties v but, if they allpw 
tbe Utter to lie toif id, tliey; will make such miatakot in teg^ 
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td the yirtnes wbich it is their duty to practise, that thej will 
only employ themselves in good works, superficially to adora 
their character, while they will suffer it to be yitally distin- 
guished, hy an attachment to ostentatious pomp and firiyolous 
baubles. 

Married women have not, in general, time to attend much 
to the culture of their intellect. Nor is there any occasion 
that they should. 'Tis enough that they willingly, when they 
hare leisure, employ it in the study of well chosen books ;(a) 
and that the adrice of judicious counsellors, along with their 
olv'n reflections, qualify them for an exemplary discharge of 
iheir conjugal, maternal, and household duties. Where a 
ground-work of wisdom is thus laid within them,^the lirely in- 
terest that women naturally take in all afiturs wherein persons 
of their sex act a conspicuous part ; the influence over those 
wedded matrons that respectable single women will acquire ; 
and the hope that ought to be held out to them, of obtuning, 
one day, by the suffrage of the guides of society, on account 
of their laudable conduct in private life, some honorable office 
that will put them more in relation with the mass of the inha- 
bitants of their country; all these motives combined, will, 
without the aid of great literary knowledge, be sufficient to 
keep the spirit of married wcHnen braced to a high, patriotie 
tone, in harmony with the one that should warm a yirtooos, 
magnanimous people. They will, in consequence, do their 
part to muntain, in full vigour, this fine public spirit, by 
rearing their children to be devoted citizens, and* by resolutely 
refusing to hearken to the suggestions of private family inte- 
rests, where they clash with the public weaL 

The assertion that single women, of highly cultivated minci^ 
enjoying the marked respect of the public, and imbned with 
jnst ideas concerning the duties of mankind, would obtun anf. 
^ficient influence over their married female friends, greatly to 
contribute to induce them toassimUate to theirs their princ^Ies 
of Conduct,— tills assertion, all my observations on womankisct 
lead me to consider well founded. 

THtes and mothers, though they may, in some affecting cir- 
cumstances, deeply sympathise together, are not usually near 
so much attracted by sincerely friendly dispositions towards 
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neli other as towardg tingle persons of tbeir own sex. If the 
latter be amiiAle they open their hearts to them with confi- 
dence, expecting them to take a full friendly interest in their 
coaoems. They so anxiously expose to them the prindples- 
which guide them in the discharge of their family duties, that 
it appears that they are pushed by a mysterious instinct, to 
consult women, who have much more lebure and coolness than 
themselves, to make wide and accurate observations oonceming 
the government of families, respecting the most enlightened- 
manner of regnlating theirs. Well informed single women, 
though they have not, usually, so much power as intelligent 
men to dilate the hearts of the married portion of their sex,- 
by infusing into them abstract sentiment8,*^erived from a 
wide, seientific knowledge,— of the moral, intellectual and phy-' 
sical scheme of order of nature, have more opportunity of im- 
buing them ndth a practical, enlightened love of the particular 
obligations which the moral part of her scheme assigns to 
themselves. 

Tbe observations that, in confidential conversation, fall from 
odightened women, coneeming the mode in which, — in cer- 
tain given cireumstancesr^it iiecomes persons of their sex to 
act, raake^' in various cases, a deeper impression on a female 
tnterloenter, than do the remarks of the insest men, on the 
same topic ; both because she justly supposes that women have, 
eonunonly, a more finely discriminating eye clearly to investi- 
gate andi matters ; and that her mind is more fully absorbed 
in tiie interest wluch the subject excites in her, from being 
lesa divided by a land wish to appear attentive to her companion; 
than U is, when she Is engaged in chat with a male friend* 

Alarricd women, without any mortifying sense of inferiority, 
yidd honi^ to a superior cultivation of mind, when they re- 
nmniso it in a single one, being well aware that the sacred, 
impettant duties of their state render it meritorious, in them, 
not to neoord much of their time specially to the improvement 
of dbafar talents. 

The influence, however, which a rational single woman na- 
tnraBy ae^res over a well minded married one of her inti- 
nnte acquaintance, is increased tenfold, when it appears that 
society, in general, treats her opinion with deference ; when. 
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» ftttitfdttv Ike fiMMle* laaliMd tobend ia litr MirmAtrnj, 
peneirai IImU the •o unda a M of her jndgmeBt u retptotfully 
MkmwMged by her kttfbaadi aod those aale friends to whose 
wmy of thinking she is wiUiag to eoofofm hers. 

Thnsp if I have drewn right ooiiclusieDS> in regard to the 
matter hi qaestioiiy from my ohsenratioae on the worlds it op- 
peafsthat» by eogagtng single women to improTO themselves, 
amidnously, ia virtne and knowledge ; and by. giving them an 
impoaiag station in soeiety ; we should afford them an oppor- 
tonity of aoqoiringy over married ones, a strong, direct in- 
floenee, tending to render them both amiable and^enli^teaed, 
as well as to fill them with energetic principles of virtue. 

In a pei&etly well oiganiaed society, the public intention 
woald, therefore^ be seriously directed on the mode of gene- 
rally 4)ommunicating to single women just, efficient, sentiments, 
eoneemingthe rank which they ought to qualify themselves to 
sostdn in the soolal system* 

Single women should be taught to think that the doty par* 
tieobtfiy devolves on them, of engaging their sex, in general, 
to soar above those partial, private considerations, whieh na- 
turally draw too strongly its attention, and to imprepmte it« 
self with that public qnrit which nmst flourish in a virtmms 
nation. 

To this end, it is not necessary that they should be insen- 
sible to a mother's feelings : on the contrary, they should ten* 
deriy sympathise in them; for it is by so doings that they 
would acquire opportunity to take a beneficial ■"flmip*^ over 
the penons originally moved by them. 

They should feel for, and pity material anTJeties ; bat they 
should let it appear that, not being themselves mothers^ they 
have a judgment sufficiently cool, and a mind endued with 
ample strength, for them to discern whatever is praieewnrthy 
in a mother 8 behaviour towards her ofipting, and to infuse 
the spirit, characterising it, through their own oondoet to- 
wards the rising generation ; while, at the same time, they 
firmly reject from their bosoms, and steadily discountenance, 
each of those manifold weaknesses, into which mothers are 
obnoxious to being betrayed by their affiaaions. 

The influence of smglo women should be employed to draw 
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op Umi imMb ud mollier's moloniftl foriiag^ to die levol on 
whieh dio polcirMl onM Of her horibond, j9$m to*ibo*Ama*: 
■elires iteodily, ff tbey oeokl ; bat wliore» onring^ lo his • •jffli* 
paAies wilh oajdamiod oonsoiti thc^ are eeMora aUe long to* 
oMdo. 

r flingloiweeMn BhooUtrj tOMeerdtheafeelioMof iBothen, 
f thpiA' of inegnapimoM, pvUieopiriled tothers, end endea- 
▼oarlo preveiitthe fimnerliNiBi aeekaiig to give the teno to 
tkooe^ the hHUer^b) 

• Wooien wiio hove ohoten a .single life, oaonot, in most 
cMoe, Arest'themsehres of private affeetions. it wonM also 
i»ev«rf lArongof them tO'try todoBo; for shosid thsf ano- 
eoodJii'dieir atterapty mstaad- of lieeomingy in eonaayeneoi 
flMim piiUio spirited, they woald dry ap soeial hrro in their 
boeons, in ita^tfst sonrees, and all the seal, whieh theyjn%ht 
maniftst-fiir the good of the pnUie, wodd only. he.psompted 
to4lMm hy an imagfantion, wanned by the aodritions desire 
topiwfona heroic addevemmitk Bot they shooid i^fdy t|iem« 
seiTea40'fi»ag theaibetion that tJieymay ,beag to tlieuryo«ng 
■ aiatiioni and fMsnds, iteadfly on the gromid^— Isom arhioh 
maternal sd h etloas often grievonsly depart,(e)«^wiMKe tlM 
eytnpaihiea ^R^i^arhkh it onght to be saivonndod, shall folly 
HMrost-it;'SO'that itirillbeeasyfor Aemtodetenniae to do 
wliai In'lhsm Jiest to tmin-tfae yorngpersona whom they parw 
tlenltriy^sye, ^to gll tlmir station in a amimer condaeiTe to 
thogobd of . manlfindj beaaiase their aAetion finr them will 
remfaid Aami effieaeionsly, of its being thdr dnty to lore their 
HOighiwmr aatthea Melres, .aad'ctp «tahe fdeaaare in seeing all 
pm aySsI AieadSimade as^h^ppy aa^bay wish themselTes to be^ 
by witnessiag;the;prospoMty aad^good eondnotof .that portion, 
of tthyywimiir part of ^.ownmnpity in which. Jthoy tahe a 



• ;4lrjrpp»tif|ii> tAn^^wotjom b«v6i oon»moiily, no renuroe Imt in tb^ 
kinAum of tbeir fionille^ tbey often spoil tbe children nearly rebited to 
tbem SfluiR tb«fr tiieiruMthflr dow $ for Uu|y Hi4tt]g0 tbcm, eoidr, wHh a 
view of aiving Ihcma momentary pleaaure; and are beedlcee to examine 
vkotber Ibe proofr of alfecdon wbiob they beatow on tbem be such as to 
fiMlav te tiicm, dMtnwtive paariona and hiunoure ; while, the anxloaaalleo- 
tien of the mother fiilly enlishteos her on the owemtty of layins .on. .tboi^ 
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f t^— tf rf^jlo nwMB be iMfihlio kighly to gwpertaiHle 
«f liiiMaM rMhmj, m I0 raioliie^ fiNm principle^ findy to 
iMHwin itlotlie«Dd€f tMr lii^ lfam«sn|^0 wiU UM- 
teved lif a boid of nMii» aoi jisUny 9 protaMy, to chair owb 
ia nudMT* Thoogli Ae eanyle of yomg** aiiiglo wobmd 
who Itvo oomcdy» liopu^ to bo rowaidod for doing 00 by ao 
odnurtago ooa Marringo^ doaa not iiibIeo any impratHOO on aea 
nar angago lliam to lautato ftbo aohvioty of lh«r oandadi yeiy 
wbara it ia tbo enatom for nuyiy woman to deroto tiiemaalreg 
from bigby aonadantiooa motiTaa» to an abadatdy aioglo life, 
ao tbat Ihoy oitbar refoao to many at aU* or, barring dona so 
and baring boaomo widowB, toantaraaeaond timointo 
bonds» I boiiorey tbat in orery ooontry wbera anoh 
mofnbaracnstoauuyanioQg woman, tbay alao'piomi 
aaariy, if not fn]ly» to tbo aamo oadont aaMmg man. 

It ia daairabla tbat a cooaatantiona derotodneaa to a anq;la 
life ahoold oztand tboa frmn woman to man, othorwiao 
riad perMna anmng tbo fonnor wonid obtain bnt Ktdo 
damtionfram tbo pvUicy and, indood^ wonU aoan aaaaa to 
frd any indooamant to doolino a good mairiagOt wlMtt.oa op* 
partnnity to oadiaiii in ono would bo praaentad to Aaok 

Tbo man wbo wonldt by following tiiair oswipla^ inapiio to 
doglowomon» a warm attacbmant to tboir condition and an 
nwfaJtoriiigraaolatiop to abido in it» abouldlook opaii fham* 
aalvoa aa tbo atrongoat aapporta to aoatidny qmto npnjgiit, tba 
qfatom of ^aoaiaty, and proront ill aafniriag any pnttiBLlaaD- 

"Ha thoy wbo aboidd, mora partianhriy^ annaeaneboa aner> 
gotioapirit of wiadom and aolf-donial, to aimnkOa tbvo^gb it> 
aa wottldyoonataatly, koap it baaltbfoi and ▼igoroni. 

Tiwy abonld Imow bow, bumanoly, to aympatUaowitfi a 
^itbor'aaad eren a motbar'a foolingi; atlU, bowoaar, .mabiwg 
it tboif groat olgoat to acqnira an aaaandanay ovor paaanla, 
tbat tbay may diaposa tbem finnly to band to tbo contral of 
tboao onargatic^ upriglit prinoiplea, wbiab ordain tbat orery 



during childhood, such a restraint as shall habituate them, timely, to 
duelthtauelTes with a wisdom, that will, in ftitore Ilfe^ be ooodschv to 
thair pcMfcrHy in tht world. 
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pirate cCbetioBt ihall ramun flnbofdbwto lo a fksd pog g N noy 
to i^iiold one waireml pkn of Aooiely, fimianUe to nrtiie^ 
hoppoMMy and brotherly love. 

FMhen» thoQgli an intimate aense of joatiee indniea them 
to keqp their paternal afftetions in itnct aooardanee ^itii a 
sineere desire to promote the pnblie weal, yet are so weighed 
down hy them, that they find it yery diiieult to fix them- 
•elre% firmly, on aoeh a high elevation, as that matters of a 
wsde, genetal eoneem, attract, with snffioient foroe, their re- 
gard. 

l%ey are eidier too mneh traapted to forget them, by an 
overwiiefaung tendenem for th^ oflbpring, mr else, deter- 
mined not to yield to its encroachments, tiiey harden their 
hearts i^punst it, and by so doing, yield np the possession of 
them, to a stem, nniseling selfiAness. To teadi them to 
keep their paternal alleetions inriolate, and, at the same tlme^ 
to give them_8ndi an enlif^tened direction, that they shaU, 
by asi Intenmngling stream, augment the ▼olnrae of their pa* 
tsieilBenes, anmgnammons and weU instmcSed consort shonld^ 
a^dm henr of trial, hnow how to present to them, in attrac- 
tive^ glowing cdonrs, the prindple that a genmne lovo of 
their ehildrsB, commands them to exnlt in seeing them wO- 
Bag to make the most painliil sacrifices, when required to do 
ee^ by aTirtoons, pnblio spirit. 

Bat a mother wiU not keep sneh noble prind^ee ever ten^ 
poiBtoly, "yet ardently, in mmd; nor, if she did, weoM a 
Afther be, at aU times, disposed to listen to her^ if parents^ 
hs g e n ee al »^id not see a nnmeroite and powerfnl dassof single 
pewensi e cmpe e ed of individittls'of both sexes, urging them ; 
byall the vespectdne to the sentunents of wise, firm-sooled 
meni by all the wish to merit esteem, which every mind, de- 
esun>g' to animate a hnmaa form, most feel in the presence cf 
lespeetablei enlightened women; to imbibe the virtnons spirit 
of aociety, and strictly train their duldren to lode on them- 
eshres as portions of an entire community, whose bsimiden 
duty it is to forego their private advantage, rather than be 
diverted, by partial considerations, fifom seeking the good cf 
their country and mankind* 
§ 9* — I do not presume to give the slightest opinion con- 



rtmhy popdliwt oiB iM i P s d •• prefealiiig, ta dw polkhil 
p «e ao «Mt» miMttwr 6f iiMWiwitiim* 

Howevery my Tlaws €f moral mtAbt «Bgig«*iiM W tmiatk, 
ttttt if, as I beUere, the wi ao a t nafownerg w€idd fiul in €sta- 
Uiddiii^ a virtiioiify solid, natiMial system of it» otherwito 
Hmsa by'eagagiag a gteat immber of psrsou to- remain smgie, 
and to Ibrm a pespoetaMe» well combined dass, a mnltHndo 
<if .individnab among the lower orders, as weH as aoMing die 
Uglier, mnsi be indneed-.to eenseerato tlvemaehresto a life of 
celibeoy. 

Now, we may depend on it, that many tadindnals of the 
kftwor Qcdef8,««-*in Ireland, at leas ts will never eonsent to re- 
nesmerthe enjoyments of Aosnanried states if ^nnmerans per- 
eons, of the upper ranks, do not first set them>4o ennmple 
of dmt severe selMenial whidi these mnst pnotise, who do* 
vote themselfes to a life of holy oefibaey. 

'Tm in vain to wpiesent, .to a single man, pining in iadi* 
genoe, die gwlt wUeh he wonld ioenr,- by amonisting' to his 
misery, ayomtgwife, and .probably a nnmereas femily. If 
be see penens, snnomided, in-ovevy re t p ee fi with mso and 
comfort, nuMet notwithstanding, to refeso themsshres dnit 
dasaof mgoyments, which it ^ipeaKs to lum that wedlock 
csqppttes, he will look on the pnoehers, as smel -sad nnnap 
conable, who forbid him to taste them, thosfgh they bo the 
only ones which rigorons fortune has left tiWihuiia iea c lu 

But did die members of .the lower clmsss, soon suJIshmi 
nuinbw of Ihoee of rtho upper, ^lesdlnteiy rsmain, Jrem knida- 
Ue modves, in a state of Judy ceUbacy,^ they w o u ld know 
:liow,'fBUy to.uppreoiate die painful sacriJces uhlih, by so 
doing, thoy would make to shoir' virtuous prbmlples 9 4iiey 
would bo foUy aware^thatcuch celMenying conduct could net 
befinetised, without^ die dcvdcpomcnt, in a good«<canse^. of 
•prodigieui force of odnd, by.dSDSe to whom fhvouriny foi f unc 
•etored die temptation to leaTO-nonc of their jadinethms n»- 
^jfisineu* 

Such a bright example ofsdf-centrol, set by the iqpp* 
maks, wmdd, I am^convinced, be foHowedby the.lowsr ones, 
and cause a proportionate number of individuals, 
dso^ to le%d an exemplary dnn^e life. 



*4 4^-*A«> Bg wttalil y to»^ «oiM0|ti«ii of aalim'ft ^bn of 
niOFal order, tli^ per0»M| — iNitk «Ma and • w^neo^^loiig «oii* 
MMMdlowidi « Ufe, flkooMirtiU MMfeiiim itowx in pMiety, 
aadtovnintani a rafiidflnt Intwaatne with rerfeami ef the 
oi»p0iite aei) to aeader them aBilahle» and impffeaa'an their 
Bafatt/ enUi^tened eeiitnieiitft» 4hey^hottld net be pro- 
1^ a romtKom changing their condition for a married 



temptationa might engage them to eemmit the. 
heiaonanin of ▼iolating their vow, and it is aiall timea preeomp- 
tn— a id>cwiet»tanndtipi]r^'<rithoiitneceB>ity, Ae temptations 
to ttn. 

^.Besides, in onder that single persons may preserre those 
kind, «zpaa8ire'^foelings with wluoh the good of society re- 
qahna tiMm to be .filled, thay onght not to find ihemsehres 
foraed, by » eoesttTe|»oweri^*«eiter -mnntal or physieal|-^ta 
ahalain-fromwedleek* 

It seems to mo that, when mild aantiments of >brotherly-lore, 
and sm indnlgant taate fnraQsie^, diabiagHish; aa mnch as is 
danlraWsi . aaingie*pa»on^ahasBntflr, heiofos^tofeel himself 
fcas tot mail y> *if JM^daase,. eaen(thoogii.he boBdstenninedne^ 
vortodoso. 

» vowiia takan to samainaingla, thajniad of (he 
whi».jaakes''it, becomes 'ObilOKiavis io <<eotitraoting a 

srinoh rendeiv it i n s en sible to imany of 
thimn liriadlyrfwaag^ ttaiit»mre aismya innurtes of the hemt of 
tfcniimHswkiwl who<hi'ia:a*fiistnte*to«doyod*to mmdiiodi- by 
hnlpiwy*ta nphold^ in his oamttlry, a vivlaonSy happy system 
of aoeial eader. 
Soft tha^fhr I thinks that yows, binding to eetibacy^ ehonld 
i<Jba imposed on^ the singlo persons nnder consideration, it 
Mime ^timfr core ahoidd be bestowed on the mainte* 
kJofsMk i^apiaii among them, aa^that few of those who 
anknied, till^awards 4t .middle period of lile^ 
and jmmifested a preferenoe fora-single stater sheoM wvar 
aftmrwanda bft Indneed to qnit it. 

Wete instances to become nomaronsiof tadlvidaals^whoy in 
thoir^asliaa of jyearsi osaaed^'by* taking a weddad partMTf to 
examples ^ a respectable, coadnct in single lifi^' they 
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would have toeh a freeiiflg effect on aoeielyy ai complelely to 
nip in it the bnda of a Tirtiious enthiuiaiiiii. 

More yottthlol celibaliatfl^ who had once looked with wana 
afprobation to the partiesy' whom they thus beheld contracting 
a late marriagOt would feel the glowing hope, with which their 
escample had contributed to inspire them, to ateist in maintain" 
ing their country at an exalted pitch of virtney Tanish away* 
and give place in their boiomy to a disconrapng sense of the 
weakness of human nature. 

Youth would think itself amply justified in giving way to ite 
boiling passions* when it would see old age onaUe to resisti 
the weaker ones assaulting it. 

§ 5^— The incentiTes held out to persons who hadprefered 
a single life» to perserere in their choice, should not be of a 
neroenary kind. Such groTcling ones would soon deteriorate 
their character, and suggest to them the hope of attaining, by 
dissimulation, the promised good, whQe they eluded the con- 
ditions on which it was intended to be granted. 

A person, in singleneai of heart, leading a life of celibacy, 
with a hope thereby the better to serre his country, and pro- 
mote the uaiTenal reign of true moral order, is detached from 
the lore of lucre, and of aU, mere worldly honouct. 

No other strong passion has possession of his breast than a 
pore, ardent, attachment to the good whidi he eonstaiitly con- 
templates, and whose empire he hopes to assist in extending 
among mankind. It ia necessary that he reeeiire ptoofii of •be- 
ing held in high estiaialionaaMng his eo«n«ryaien,not beeaoae 
he makes the flattering distinctions, that they can bestow, tlie 
end of his labours, but because the public approbation forms 
around him an exhilerating atmosphere, the inhaling of which, 
inspires him with confidence in the justness of his Ht ftPtjons^ 
and gives him hardihood rigorously to prosecute them. 

Simple demonstrations of the ^iblio esteem, ie«iaining in 
themselres no palpable advantages, unless where they gave to 
benevdence a wider fidd to labour in, ought, in a viitooos, 
well organiied community, fully to gratify the ambition of the 
persons devoted to a single lift. 

Hope, warm, enterprising hope, should be, as muoh as pes- 
sibl^ the general passion awakened in the breast of a certain 
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iramber of yontdfiil indiyidualsy to kindle in them a resolution, 
to renounee for ever the comforts of a wedded life, for the 
sake of the hotter qualifying themselves to become efficient 
guardians of the public institutions and morals. 

No other fear should be presented to their mind^ to prevent 
their faltering in their resolution, than merely, that fear which 
ought to attend, like its shadow, on a lively hope, and which 
eonaists in a dread of missing the prize proposed to it. 

Those who ran for such a prise, and, by their weakness, 
failed of obtaining it, ought not to have to apprehend any dis- 
grace. 

The persons who, after they had enrolled themselves, in the 
band devoted to celibacy, forsook it to engage in marriage vows, 
should still be treated with high consideration in society, if 
they otherwise deserved it, though the established institutions 
should be such, as to open means of letting it appear, that 
those who persevered to the end in the course which they had 
abandoned, were, more than they, respected by the public 



NOTES TO THE FIRST CHAPTER. 



<•) A fsts ftr wms hiiwh rflitwslwls J arit stte fat gvwy ptmm who 
Ite any weight In Moltty ; te willMmt it «h« luuBHi inliid bce^^ 
wM, Ml aflMnnt «f a htUk cfaculaHon of idcai not bdnf kept op In it, bjr 
tko caultemflnt of the dettrv oontiniujly to InoPwn Its knowlodgia How- 
cvov a> to tlM gntUae number of indivldaai% whether male or ftmale^ It b 
of &r mora ooneequenoe, that they should take pleasure in instmctiye reod- 
Aan tihnt tiie Idsnxe^ which they ean thus employ, should be oonside- 
fiv thej gala mon uaaAil knowledge by their esperienee ofthe world, 
and hf tht osBfsnstioii of the wift-inlbniMd^ thsn they do by eedentary 



fSet page 215. J 

(ft) Had nstnre equally braced the mind of men and women to a rigo- 
cemprehensiTe way of thinking, it would etIU be erldsBt, ft«m the 
diflcrent dements with which she has compoeed their parental aAetiaa% 
that It b her intention that mothen^ while by their gentle Inilncnoe^ they 
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make thoM tender dfccUona Aoct more aboncUmly In the brwwt of falkwy 
ahall still keep talmiimiTely subordinate to theirs their fdewe eenomfaii^ 
the datiee whkh their ehildren ought to be trdned to dJeohaiie tomvAi thr 
pnblle. 

A mothcr^B tenderness results at first firan a Uycly reeoDeetlen of Ae p0w 
send Inommodltlei^ euflMnga^ and fevfla, whieh slia hae underifoiis^ to 
give eil sl e n oe loheo faital^ and skele amply at last eompeaaaled finr 
if eb»aethlm» in i#p«anmm healtfafid, dspsaitedJn her ansa. 

H« Ibo^gbls arahfr esneevisnee foverfblljF dIreeM I0IW4 the 
tionef hie aT^^f P^ J iiFittt*if*i 

Slie b further Indnoed to oeenpy hcnelf about the can of hie 
canmhia life fisr aeaae ysan haofs by a fiaH thread, and that, \ 
deraUepart of tlMm» ftw eerviesa can be rendered to him esoept what 
garde hie eorporeal finmtm 

in iueh eircuuistanoeei • mother must have a very fixed unalferablo pr»- 
penalty ladiod^ to prefiupring^ tfie^publie good fo her private Jntensts^ if dht 
do noe anffv herself to be dragged down by the miewte datidLef earee im 
her ehlld'e peeooii in whieh eha lakMolnped» late a.9talorof mind, wbftebiieba 
esatake but irery eontraeted vlewa - of hie des>lnatiea» and whJrii jnrhtbjte 
him te her, not ae a member of a commnnlty» to whoee good be ought to be 
entirely devoted, botae an ieolated Individual, immerssd in a circle of pci> 
vate intameti^ that ehe oqght te do her part to promote^ without bowHT^ the 
edhet that the oroeeeutloa of t h e m ma y tahe e a th e wel&re of hie oeuntrv^ 



During the years that the mother^ thoughte are abnoet neeeeeaxily eo^ 
fined to the care of keeping her s(m's animal constitution In good oondltlen, 
the fiither, particularly In the flret months of this anxious pcriodf la vciy 
little called upon to give any heed to hie boy* 

Hie a d he tie n^ no denbt, Indaee him to mvmn^ wMi ;deilgH the 

But heaavoars them by hmg antio^atiett ; he has 
look forward to the time when ho shaDlmvoiormod hie eoei'a mfaid, and be 
rewarded by hie good conduot,, ler the palna wUcb he shall have 
n feehioning itt 

ThuMf whOe the mother le^ natnndly, engroesed by the preaeat 
and the eire of her eon*e bodily hedth, the lather ia indlned to 
vey of hie future career, and to wish ttat hemay filLlt i-JjwMingij - 

I conclude^ iirom theee coneidcratlon% that while both parente 
learn, indiasoluUy, to incorporate the good of thdr children with that of 
their fellow-creatures, the &ther ought to take the lead, in determining the 
efficient principles, by which they shall both reduce their theory to prac- 
tice. 
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{See page 215.) 

(c) TiMNifli in Bome tmtt, wkatkk a mtAn does MCpcndteaaf icbilii 
of 4Bi9«itbelwfHiavtnv^ppaiidlMrdiil4 Iwr iihHhwI •ffiwltow ^tff up 
in iMTy a ■troBf sympaUiy with otIi«r parenta uid ehildreUy jet» in the qomI. 
emine of thingi^ miHeroal knre is hy natnre lot flnrroanded than patcnal 
with tender, toefad lympathies. 

The eelfihoew of men, considered •• heade of fiuniliee, where they yidd 
to 1t» hai a tendAiey to beoome more oompletdy perMnial thata that df wo- 
moB ; It itfompttf ihete atfll totako meet tntfelieer in the penoiia wIm ttittl»r 
tei'totiieireomfiirt, even though thebr Individoality should not he akMsfil 



Tkm^ aaawllh (• eeMoionfy ^h» p e wm -to wheee tender cMva-thep aia 
the noat aenalhle, they aometimee attaieh tiiemaelTeB to a eeeond om^ ISpm 
getftil of the flret, thoogh* daring her life time, they might haiw warmly 
hnrod her, and heedless of the treatment, given to the children whom ahe left 
behind her, hy their new mother. 

When flbnily affootldnB, howerer, wartn thdr hearts, they do riot; ttita^ 
ft0f, fikdhiir to he eosdiUt and contraeMd in them aa in wmneft. 

Tfco hrt t er i g i notnear eo mneh d»termtniMt,' In thOf shrtio of.«^|Mr'ef 

Ihcy Idtb meMte4h»p]eaaara of loving and ^making aaerlAeca. 

IWy do not, BO rtadHy, fbfget the child who has been once dear to thc«, 
hat thay an more disposed, so selfishly, to bound their affection to him, as to 
beoome the enemiee and rivals of other ftmilies. 

Where parents yield, implicitly, to the movements of nature, lathers hivi^ 
commonly, a greater portion than mothers of parental tenderness, to-tha 
chfidrai of a cooiort's fiurmer marfiage. 



CHAPTER II. 



ASYLUMS FOR SINGLE WOMEN. SUGGESTIONS AS TO 
THE PROPER CHIEFS AND INSPECTORS OF THEM. 

§ 1..— The first Stop to be taken, towstds reducing the pet*- 
«M8 wfae leed a single life, into an honenUe and nseftil diss 
of the oGnnmmity, is to appoint houses for the retreat: of sin- 
gle wemeni where their eondact may be open to the ia- 
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Bpeetioa of vmAom p«noiig» cbwged wilh the saperiBtendnee 
of it; but wliere tbey shall be allowed • l eaaona hlo Ubertfy 
and the eDJoyment of eooiety. 

The eetabUahmeiit of these houses, oqght to be the ease of 
gOTemment. 

' First — Because it is through the mediiim of the female in- 
habitants of them, thai it may hope to infuse a salutary, 
publio spirit, through the whole of their sex, training it to 
deserve, and enabling it to acquire^ sufficient influenoe oyer 



Secondly-- Because the burden of making a proTiHon fer 
mgle women, ought not to be entirely laid on their parents ; 
for, if it be, they will not be able to resist fheir prirate aflee- 
tions, which will incite them anxiously to endeavour to get all 
iheir daughters well married: the latter, too, will eageriy 
second their views. Till government, therefore, specially 
constitutes itself the protector of single women, we may ex- 
pect that. the. usages of society, in private li£^ will centiBne, 
universally, to testify an overwhelming solicitude to find, in 
marriage, advantageous establishments fer -girls. Though a 
general disposition to struggle to obtain them, be not in itself 
vicious, it is the fruitful mother of many a disorder, fetal to 
the national morals. 

Aged persons of both sexes, elected to this office, for the 
respectability of their character, should, have, a right to in- 
spect the houses of retreat. The women, to whom sndi an 
important trust would be confided, might sometimes be mar- 
ried ones, selected on account of their exemplary conduct, 
the happy footing on which they lived with a husband, and the 
character of their children, — if they had any, — where it were 
such as to vouch for their having received a good educatio n . 

Hie women, belonging to the establishment and grown oWi 
in it, should also be highly honoured. Among them should 
be chosen the chiefs of the community, whom the maintenanoe 
in vigour of its institutions, might require to be invested with 
some regularly exercised anthmrity over it. From their deci- 
sions, there would be liberty to appeal to the inqMctom ; but 
it is probable that it would be rardy made use o^ for such 
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pgliliiHij httHmg givM Uk ik» neMures <if thmr krtemal govern- 
manly would akae tiifliee to ronder it mild and eqttittriile. 

Hio reipectoble widows of one fansband thoold bo eqnaUy 
digible witbsiiqflo women, to the pboe of diieft of the eom« 
mmiit^. Bot the widow of two hosbands, thongh she mig^ 
beTeng' to theestabfishmeBty should nol be digible to any post 
in itxealenring aodiority. The object of her exclusion from 
the mteroal adminislmtion, should not be to throw oblofoy on 
hflTy imtaMvaly to mark that • more than ovdhiary degree of 
pnrilf WW eaqpeded to dietingoish the members of sndi an 
ritahlisihmiinf 

la Msay iflype s ls the eartemal inspectors and intemal ehieti 
ongte^tf he nirested with similar authority : sudi as that of 
nuuntmning order at any numerous assemblies; or joyous fes- 
lirities, which took place within the establishmenti -' • 

I 4m not conoetv^ that it would saAce; |o put ^these houNft 
egdaPToly .under the gnaniiamthy of- oM 9ge^ 

OUantty whan women are the 4>nly persons m m mwUm g 
tium; entMed IScsitheBi, tothe eensidi^raiiea dne to a com- 
maadnig station, are tempted so much to indulge Ae wish to 
be msHmeed and pitied for their infirmities, that > their mind be- 
comes enervated, andr if they do not grow teasingly fretful, 
from beiqg absorbed in attention to their personal ease, they 
at least tidce care to flayer their feniateconipanioni,'lJMt they 
amy, inretom, be flattered by them, and see them occupied in 
ministering to their coroibrts. 'Tis necessary towards keep* 
ing tkeir dmracter duly fortified, and themselres happy in a 
sentiBieiit of self-respect, that they mix much with middle 
aged men* For thi» reason, I think, that erery man, as frr 
could be eligibly doner— and, in process of time erery woman 
tooy-«4« possession of a place conferred on none but respecta* 
HenswMie^nged pcseons, shonld,,in>inne of his <^ee, be enti- 
tled i» Tisit those establishments ; nay, he should even be ac- 
countadto act right in often appearing in them, though, except 
in entreme cases,*-which it is to be hoped, would never almost 
occmv— when he might think himself justified in complain- 
ing of one of these institutions to the tribunak authorised to 
take engttisaneeof the offences committed in them, — it might 

voi«. ni. p 
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olheirwi|0 dun by offepnng ao opium.* 

Tk^ogli no yomigpr nandioQld l^re m, right ta eater Into 
ihem wilhoiit obtainiiig pmnignQny. yet «e he«|iitidble • ma»- 
ner of living tho^d not be diBoeiiivged anong their iennetei, 
as that they might not often e^joy the foeiety of men ef all 
*m^ :«rhoie ehanicter entided them to be vdl leeeiTed in or- 
derly, eerreet flociety* 

eeneeim^nirieaa perewia, the mM iniee>tM fct their 
and lalentfl^ in the eommnnity. They woold, of c om »e » 
hUth tfi^nin ageedair and eonmodiona aitnaliMiySanonndiBg 
them wilh «n endoewpe anfteiendy great for health, pleaaore^ 
and eaaTonienoeb 

The indeeementa which worid determiM them in favenr of 
n paitienhr leeality ; aaako^ I hepoy the peealiar intewatdMit 
each of theae hena o a wenld ehed ovfr the neighhmwhoed 
nAMN^it exiitedt wonld engag e the o pa m rfa of amdcnnea 
finr the inatractien of yantha, to fix their ahodea near diem; 
and I think it probable that the wiah to be allowM freqtiendy 
to participate in die rfltereadena pi^nded by the Inhabitants 
pf du^ howea for their gnetftCt ironhl. greatly excite many 
of d»e yoptba pfy diitingniah drnMelrefi .by thw .good eon- 

duel and amdiaadon to their aftadi^a^A^ 



VOTE» TO TQfi SECOND CHAPTER. 

(See page 926.) 

« 

(a) In MliUUdaff ralM tet jUm MBCnilMi off tlM diCHM^ 
■luMilA Um fvisMijpIc be loai dglit «4 tlnH ^hay an ta b» 
other's ■ociety, or admitted into it» aooordiqg m reflediMV 
experience giTe reaaon to think that the imjproTement of both in Tirtne and 
bappineas can beit be effected. By accnatoming then early to refrain iioni 
a great fiunlliarity with eaeh other, we dispoae them to mntoal reepcct, and 
to a liteiy eijoyuent of the aodety in wUdi both m permitted to take 
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iWflifimlfitlMif li6iw0V0f9 €ff youngs womm firani tlM cooxptuny of nifliiy 
•haold nemr be pushed lo fiur m to dcpriTO tlieni of thoM opportonlticfl to 
HMe their mind with aaeliilknowledgOi and to adoniit with gnctt, wUehara 
puneotedto tbtni in the lociety of .«aital>le». iikldUgent pcnons of the oppo- 
ateKX. 

Bln^ methen woiddg perhape, beolfeniied at the Idea ti ihtit gMa eariy 
iaUUni^thattaaiefiirlhely ncrbitlonswhieh they wooH, probiAlyy whOe 
il&l hi chfldhood, aoviiiei were agxeeaUe yonthO' oftgn fJU>wed» in* tho 
hw— hi gnpitient toihan l|i the amoMOMnts ef the female pv^Qa ; rfnoa 
fciiatrtll hi ioi^liifc t tiMi^itpn*ttti frtMbhtada wiapMiltiM^ al nWy 
f i g ^ p i , to ig«Pib fr t iwM tly^ im haBa;and awwng ijlMMHa ^loioda, Ump 
■i(9iia(IB#goljr heqBnMastnna^lbrwari^ andaov^^aa .ioocdlmta Vive 
of 41«ipailQB as veU «i a diataate of aU ratUHtal eiii|^<«yineni^ 

I1ie6et»hoireTar».of girlsi aswoiety is at preoent constituted, being 
radOy ipoaed hy an introdnction into gay assemblies, does not afford the 
least ngmnent to prove^ that they might not nfely; under a quite 'dl£Rerent 
lyitem ef oplnioaa ^kad (customs, he allowed lo aintis^ themsblvea hk the 
todetylf'wdl eOiiealUI^Nitha. 

T h i pw i urt enageef «ihlMtieggir1i ha x ^i wr de fc encttUlea ae adea ao 
ft<y lwe w B iiin» n l ^ > bh i > a^dwhleh»ea S9 v^taowl^'has ftr e^eetjUi 
incait then adi^ti^eoiis matehe^* ouf^ht aot» I thinks In a rationally msgftm 
noedsDciety^he suffered, to eubsist, animated with the spirit with which it 
V actoallj penetrated* It is accompanied, as I may say, with a solemn ap- 
pantos of firiyoUty^ which seems to announce to girls that from the time 
•f tiidr entrance' Into 'the world,* they ajre jo^tfy entltl^ to turn sill ihoi 
^^hti to \ranlty arid dUpatloa. mi In this Importimt, Be^HIderiog 
■9«^ that'fttele dOUM, UrUaik^/m taiail iMaMUti^t caeapiaiiai^ 

wsnry aflhir 'wUcli Mgaida HwhlWiaWe eawMutPi and'th^ deetUe 

*hidi% fapoMp^MffMis, U id elft l y fanf rn s ^ t ji ^trUk the haUef, that the whole 
«d ef their ^esiateoea !• to eztrsist from those amusements a constant round 
of pliwinii. They are the more elated with vanity, hy the praises and 
firth^ attentlona of men, because, in fiu:t, many persons among the latter, 
fr«Bi«|iposi]ig that their mothers wish them to be caressed and adknired, 
BAct toappear smitten with their charms. 

In fhs lioasss of retreet, the young girls would niof the society of pfeas^ 
H )Mhi^'i#tt]Miht parade o^ prepaniilieD. Their Ittbir of meeting ' with 
A«iNpMrhe^ttundoie eaMllMlto gIVe exerdso to ^ sfanple,, geneiae 
*MRbi4Pff'IMr Uar^ HMttosirafcB&ift tlMi eewtiOns of noity. 
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CHAPTER III. 

SEASONS FOR REFUSING ASYLUMS TO SINOLK MEN. 
ELDERLY ONES SHOULD BE RECEIVED INTO THOSE 
or SINGLE WOMEN. 

Many will be disposed hartily to condude tbal, if such asy- 
laotai, as I dsscribei ooglit to be aUotted to single womsa, 
rimilar ones oagbt to be set apart for single men. I do not 
conoeiTe, bowever^ tbat the reasons wbich riiould indnoe go- 
Yenunent tbos to extend its protection to the former, are ap- 
plicable to the latter. 

Single women reqniie a protection of a public nature, 
otherwise it must be expected that the younger part of the 
female sex, will canse all the disorders which ensue from an 
OTor anxiety in girls to diange their single^ for a married 
condition. Nothing can be more forlorn and disheartening, 
than the prospect which a single life commonly holds out to a 
wonumy in a country where no public measure has been taken, 
to give dignity to it» and surround it with the comforts of 
which it is snsc^tible. Hie lot of elderly single women, who 
are foieed to frequent general sodety, where they meet with 
neglect and mortification, is extremely hard, if they have not 
extraordinary resources within themselves. The houses of 
retreat would give them, — ^what every indiridnal, adranoed 
in life, sighs to possess, — an appropriate home, in whidi the 
prevailing manners and customs would be moulded so as to 
grant to persons of their description, within its boundaries, 
the honour due to than. No longer would they be liable to 
be laughed at, for appearing in the fomily of a friend^ as 
much divested of any importance, from thmr want of a com- 
manding station in the house, as the young giris with whom 
they are constantly mingled, and who, by the oontrast with 
them which they exhibit, occasion them to be ridiculed, for no 
longer possessing youtliful charms. 

These retreats, established on the scale which I oontem- 
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plate, would afford single women every opportunity that they 
conld desire, to cultivate their minds, and g^tify a rational 
t^uriosity. The means of indulging their wishes in these res- 
pects, would be provided for them by their public guardians, 
tm hamane and liberal principles, nor would they, as now, 
have lo r^rei that their want of attractions caused them to 
be past, unnoticed, by the persons whose conversation and 
gcKid offices could be instructive and usefal to them. 

Single men are freer than their married companions, to 
cultivate their talents, and live to their taste ; they have more 
opportunity to take advantage of every means offered for 
successfully pursuing these ends. 

They are, besides, more flatteringly received during many 
years in society. They have a feeling of liberty, and a con- 
sctonsness of being fit for enterprise, which are liable to ren- 
der them too haughty, if they be not softened by amiable 
companions. 'Tis, therefore, to be kept in society, and not 
to be sent out of it, that they require. Tliey would be sent 
out of it, were they collected ti^ther in peculiar establish- 
ments ; since women, without an admixture of whom socie^ 
cannot be formed, would never approach their dwellings. 
Active and strong to form ambitious projects, they would be 
iflvigoraied in their daring purposes* by sympathy with each 
other ; and, giving themselves up entirely to that corporation 
spirit which commonly takes possession of the men, who find 
themselves associated in numbers together, they wodid form, 
and systematically pursue, projects for domineering over the 
rest of the nation. 

Women, when established in such houses of retreat as 
those of which I am drawing the outline, would not be ba- 
oished from society ; for an ample number of both men and 
women would freely seek their asylum, as far as inclination, 
joined to a wish to render those institutions of utility to the 
natiooy would determine them to do so. 

The females belonging to them would find their ambition 
amply gratified by the consideration with which they would be 
treated ; and they would be perfectly contented to pursue the 
course of conduct of which the outline would be traced to them 
by the established opinion. 
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Though Ant these reaeons I think that it would be namm 
to prepare piiUie asyluma for moglf men still in the vigour of 
life, I am aware that when they become elderly, they have a 
just title to expect that gpTemment will compassionate their 
aitoatiop as ninch as that of single wo|nen» and Inniish |hem 
egoally with qniet, comfortable re treats . 

For elderly* sin^e .me% I ahoaid certainly wish to see 
homes proyided so jndidoosly constitated, as that they n^ght 
onjoy in them ample opporttfnity to render thdr daas essen- 
tially usefnl to the nation, and higUy honoured in it. This 
resqk conld not be obtained from the assignment to them of 
an asylomy where they would remain together in melancholy 
eedosion. The way to arrive at it, would be to ^ive them a 
distinct range of apartments in the retreats refoging single 
women, of whose society, board and garden, they should have 
the enjoyment,, with the certainty of being tenderly taken care 
of by them, when* overtaken by sickness or infirmUy. When 
single men of jrespectable character, . who had, for a reasonable 
number of years, serf ed ^eir country to the general satisfiio- 
tion, began to sigh. for a pea«K|ful retreat surrounded by the 
calm endearments of friendship, they should be at liberty to 
fix their abode within these asylnifis, even though, in the ordi- 
nary course of nature, they might etill be capable of enjoying 
life for many.years. 

I do not ^oceive that, a residence within these peaoefnl 
^dbodes, need b^ any , hindraoce to the occupation of important 
public postsi by the men. to whom it was granted. 

They would constantly, after dwelling in them for aoertain 
definite term be admitted among their inspectors, and be placed 
high in authority in tliem. 

The habitude of maintaining a daily, amicable intercourse 
tcgether, which persons of different sexes, established in these 
mansions, would often acquire, would, it may be presumed, 
offer them some incitements to wish to enter into the matri- 
menial state; it would, however, paralyse, in their behalf, 
other and more powerful ones ; since it would give them op* 
portunities of enjoying, without quitting a life of jDoIibacy, that 
easy, friendly companionship with pleasing individuals of the 



opposite 8eXy the hope of obtainiiq^ which is usually, Ibr eU 
Aerly penonsy the strongest indacemeiit to many** 



CHAPTER IV. 



MODE IK WHICH THE INTENTION TO LIVE SINGLE, 
WHEN IT WAS EVINCED BY YOUNG MEN, SHOULl) 
BE ENCOURAGED. 

If mndi be done to determine young women to (Embrace ^ 
single life, from a conviction of its being a choice honorably 
for themselres, and beneficial to the publio, it will be impoftsi- 
ble, — ^nor should we try to do soi— to prevent young men from 
consecrating themselves also to it, and inventing some expOr 
dient to render their choice of it as manifest to the public o$ 
that of single women. They will form fratemitiesy whose 
priaeipal bond of nnion will be a determination rigidly to ad- 
here to an unspotted single life. Such a resolution, adopted 
by laigo companies of ardent spirits, might lead to very wild 
excesses, should they find themselves disregarded by the l^s- 
latnre; but let them be guided, eneouragejl, and honoured by 
it, and their enthusiasm will be stamped with such a noble, 
rational character, that they will, — in accordance with their 
aspirations, — ^really become the , first stnmg supporta .of aa 
eneigetie, national system oC vir^uis. It is on their vigorous 
mindsy that the burden of sustaining it will principally rest. : 

To enable them firmly and consoientionsly to fulfil theif 
tasfcy alike avoiding the scylla of corrupt appetites, and the 
charybdis of a stern, insatiable ambition, they ought to be 
taught tQ give to the peculiar obligations of their. 0orps, a reli-* 
H^ous character ;f and their profession should be that of sol- 

* la fSspeeCiMs bosrdlng-hirtiiei^ Wliere persoiu of both sexes are ad- 
■litled, a marriage^ I beliete^ very rarely takes place between two of tbeb 
iababitants. 

f Tbcy should freely admit ioto it persons of all sects of Christianity) 
w1io^;reed in acknowledgiDg tbemselTes bound by reUgious principles to 
peaelSoa that upright oondnct wfaloh, oonlonnably to their itipobtioDSy' 
ought to diatinguiA all the memben df their fraternal band. 
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dien, consecnUed to the preservation of the internal tran- 
qoillity of their country. This office, in a well regulated, 
peaceful community, might give them, actually, but little em- 
ployment, but they would, nevertheleu, develope iu their 
bogoma a high, honorable, generous military spirit, by the 
warlike exercises to which they would accustom themselves. 

These exercises, thas accompanied with devotedness to the 
service of their country, would entirely divert them from the 
wish to separate themselves from the rest of the world, to 
which the severity of the duties that they had imposed on 
themselves might otherwise have inclined them. 

It would be easy to determine them to make the resolution 
not to fight a duel be one of the stipulations of their associs- 
tion.(a) 

They should also make a declara^on of an intention to ab* 
sUun from intemperance and gambling. In short, the military 
corps in question, are to be founded on the engagement to lead 
a life as aastere and pure, as that to which the vows of religions 
communities usually bind them. 

^ek'e might be other corps exempted from such rigorous 
obligations, though fulfilling the same public duties. Tliose 
that fbrm the peculiar topic of this dissertation, would be ori- 
ginally composed of youths desirous ofemulating, with greater, 
duly proportionate.severity, the virtues of single women. 

To that end they would make choice of the military profes- 
sion ; subscribing on entering it to the conditions of being 
ever ready to defend, their country, and of exeroising, in the 
manner that I have indicated, a rigorous self control llieir 
task would be severe, but on that account they would feel the 
stimulus of an enthusiasm sufficientiy powerful to give them 
constancy to fulfil it. As they would be led to enter these 
corps, by the consciousness,— excited to the highest degree of 
onergy,--<-of an ability to exercise self-denial, they would re- 
joice in finding that ability called friUy into aetion, by the never 
ceitsing conflicts, wherein they wouldengage with their atrongest 
appetites and passions. 

No difficulty nor disgrace ought to attend quitting such a 
corps; no question should be asked as to the motive which in- 
duced a member to separate from them. All that should be 
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required of liiiD» would be, eVer to gpeak with respect of those 
institMionSy and not to sneer at their rales, so as to endearovr 
to throw contempt on them, because of having found them 
himself too painful to be submitted too. 

Soda noinbers would constantly qnit these oorpS| that asepa* 
ration from them wouldnever appear remarkable. Some would 
enter them with an avowed intention of remaining in them 
but A few yearsy till of a suitable age to marry, and many others 
would forsake them to enter the marriage state at a later pe- 
riod. 

Howerer, all other points of character being equal, those 
who remained in them to their latest hour, should be more en- 
titled to receire marks of honour, than the persons who aban- 
doned them. 

I do not mean that the men who continued in them' through 
life, should in their latter years be still obliged to practise ro- 
bust, wai^Uke exercises. They might be at liberty to forego, 
such pursuits at a much earlier period. But they would still 
belong to the fraternity, of which in their youth they became 
members, as long as they chose to remain in it, and that they 
gave ample reason to tliink, that they respected the clauses of 
their covenant. 

The indindnals belonging to these corps, would undergo adis- 
dpHne, which would perhaps be very useful to the youths who 
Intended to dedicate themselves specially, at a more advanced 
time of life, to religious duties. 

These military fraternities would offer g^eat incitements to 
the persons enroled in them, to contract warm friendships, 
founded on a sjrmpathy of personal characters and tastes, llie 
attachment which they would naturally cherish, for the uni- 
Vwsality of the members of their corps, would only be refer- 
riUe to a corporation spirit, engaging them to look on them- 
selves as a band of brothers. But individuals among them 
would surely often select from their entire company, particular 
objecta of affection, solely on account of their intrinsic merit. 

In doing so, should they manifest discernment, and after- 
wards remain faithful to their engagements, they would form 
friendships strictiy deserving that name. . 

Such friendships cannot be too much encouraged in a peo- 
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ple» wImt are peciiKarty teazled to daaftldpv and wlio Iuit« 
■eed of laarniag to display a aaagiiaiiiinooBy ealightenod pub- 
lie spirit . 

Elderly meny attached from dieir youths to these austerely 
organised oorps, should, more readily than othen, be reeeiTed 
as inhahttaBts of the hooses of retreat. 

The whole sooietyshonUUh^ to testily ats^^jta^tadotomen 
who, for the sake of the pablio weal, had debamd theriMdtes 
all the sweeta of domeittc faappmess. 



trOTSd TO THE POtJRTH CHAPTEiU 

(«) ThMgh few, I Ml«v^ sM «]m penoni who do'naliiow ootttUor thtttfae 
cMtom of dueUlngr— l»y whldi, the Ufe of a TahuUo SBcmbar Of ■odoty'iiHy 
he p«t is peril, by every profllgale whoohooees to risk his own, or who flat* 
ten hinntfy thai hh addim h oach, as to raider a dad miidi more dan- 
gerous for hb uitngonist than for him,— is a dii^praoeful blot on those cIt!- 
Ifited times, yet, as the most losigiiiftcant todividual may have a little weight 
in indaeing society to disooontenanoe it, I sliall explain sume of my motitet 
for disapfffoff nf of iL 

I have heard Ihur reaadna aarigaedlik pnti of [its b«in| rsqnistte, still to 
continue tlds barborooa eostom. 

TIm first reason is, I beliere^ the prinoipal motlfo whloh originally ope« 
rated in oansing it to be established. It is, that the dnel is a proof of eou- 
FSge : which quality h supposed to betolcen a high spirit, incapable eitlier 
of itiaking S fidse assertion, or merl^g a dlflgraoeful accusation. To ▼Indi- 
dale the irafh of what he has affirmed, or to repel a charge thai he pronounoss 
to hi calibttiioas, are' the osoal mbtlres wliidl lead the dudOat to the field. 

The natioil which pays sitch fietpMI -to oodfi^e^ aa t^ consider thai Oe 
po s s e ss o r of It must scorn an imgentlemanly' word n^ aetinn, TSnM llad^ 
aa appears to me, irery low, in the scale of intdlectnal'or mord m wl isriee . 
A high minded people^ instead of yielding such homage to cborags^ 
should rather love to think,-**what would be no exaggeration in those di- 
males,-^that nature has been so liberal to them of this hardy quality, that, 
tnio whatever enormities some of them may unfortunately fall, they are at 
tattl entitiad to glory In the Ihcl of their country having Imt very rardy 
givien Urth to a poltroon. 

What^ aflcr all, ii the proof of ooorage exhilnted by the docUist? 
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XIm Isim tf liMvis artihlhlit< amomg w, imnB, Uuft 1m dudl ttaad 
qnSetlj to cnamnter tk«ilik of hit «ntigoiikl*t nhot. 

fiuA « mode of fightii^ I allow to be lar pmferaUe to oM&battiiig with 
•winl% la tho UM of whkh the eoTage dueHist otniBs every aenre to take 
dw li£i of a oosntrymaiiy periwpo of a firieod, usually for a very trifling 
oft op i j and 1% when Tletorioaa^ aolUag hettav than a eowardly anaarin, 
y^ aafreqfneiilljhi^peB^ he has Uilad • man who^ ae he knew beflNrehand» 
te l4Di».fiMtt waallng akffl to mnafi hk WMffea wfthefoal 



Jnl thomgb there la«aeio.diiDlty and magnanlnity in the oondoet of 
the dfaMiUeta. wlbo opeee thieeliree toofaal riak iron a pistol levelled at 
fiadeBD, I#wiath«t IdoBoleeeauHhaBanly eomfslnit* finch oeoni(e 
is aotUo; U ogee him irito peessoMo it^- to wieetio wlth4aiH{erc and oUsn-* 
tioMBtoeztildBto hJmeslf from perilooa. attvatlons^ in whleh nore timid 
weald he hNt fio ^Ufa^ tlwB» and* nabeeeminf » doee the fiwhion 
to aae of loqnlrinf doellleto to etand.pasilvely to await the lesoe of 
find In tMr:dlveetioi^ that I flalter mgfoslf that eueh a fiahien will 
neileaif bo eaAred to fnraa ia Gnat BiUaia and Irahnd, aad that It 
mairboosMldemdaiafffopantory etsp^— whleh» in the gradual y sg i moof 
cMUaathm, U waiaeoeHtry to take^'-towaida the entire aheUtloa of dncU 
li«g« 

The aeeoad nmm givvi la Urvar of the.oontianaaoe of duelling 1% 
that Itffweato woaMBftombeh^;i]l4raaledoriaealtedbymen* 
. lo aaawar to thie rwaaiinj I ehaO, la feneraJ^ reBHafc» thai yonag meat 
la an etatm of eoelety» piqpie themeslTei^ grmtly, oa their eaporlority to. 
WMMBu Aa a» yvoMat they are too dviliied to wish to prare that ospe- 
riatityp by a nmtomptnone oeege of thent they e^gvly eelae the opperta- 
aity of aeserllBg it, by filling the partof their protecton. I boUen^ that, 
itlathioaiollvewhiflheooftea heldor yo«og mea on the alert to eahlhit 
thaaisei wo m ehampioBawady to defend eepie female of their lamily. 

Are wooMn, m fer m relatm to duelling, reelly eo maoh ia wml of their 
eanrieea as they ptwiily pereaada thsmmiiwe thai tMy are ? TUoieapoint 
tteA oi«ht to ho eemmiiwd. 
Tim ill trmtment finom a maalrom vHileh thepanmoetaaaioaa toee-- 
aMir pmttolioayi«xai^«dir inetaaesb aii«teiv— 4ea breach 
lofmarriage. A trmitoaminslleaof onehapromlmis»I well, 
wtfaalifiahle aBt» iaapneeaof either eeas httithobcee 
natokeep^ oa theeo oemrioai^ their word lavMate^ ie 
In them aeenm ef honoor^ thai ehiH make them spam thotheaght 
of fc^ATiag withperfidy towavdi wtoafidi^/ftamle^ If yoa held thi am- 
aaaoaf a dael aver the head of a lover guHty of each aa odboM^ yoa -do - 

>oahie eeatfaasato .of. JHtenr a chamcter thai ehaU 

to aeqaleeee In abem Jesfcrtisn by hfaa of hIamistrBms fee yoa 

ildmtotUtakthalaUthatUelbowurdciMtfdeiii that he dUI beUly 
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czpaae Uflodf to tlw rfak stioidMil m bit brawk of promiie to bcr ; and 
ttoit It iMm him finee to tocor the suiltef a vMatlan ef It. 

BMidM^ hew is it poarilile to nfae the tone of the natlooal iMnb to a 
^itiHwa pitch, wheo wonwn an tanght to winddfr it beeominf thcai to 
ferae men, wlio may onee have been their admbm, Into a marrla^ wlA 
them, wbieh, were It not finom dread of the eomeqaenoe of tiielr nlbed, 
they wonld, perlnpe, de^ne? Cm it be adirieidile to hold ont to a womaa 
oBflh a rnncd^ to menre her agalnat a loter^ iichle n em, aa that If sho aeeept 
it, her dlgnltj is ooaamitted bj iMndf and the brotlier wlu> sends a chsl- 
lenge to her qoondBa hnrer ? And b not tiie cnstdm wiiidi alfews of hra* 
thenpimlshinf a man wlio refbses to marry flietr deter, when, as tfiej my, 
hs is bomid to do It, Ihr too fimmrsMe to tiie plota whidi artfU fhmBIn 
may be dlspessd tolay, to seenre to their gMs brilliant fotabBshmento ? 

The gnat midtiplieatiea, on the part of men, of b i ea th ei of prsmlsm of 
marriage, tiiat appears to hare taken plaee, daring them latter yean^ eeeam 
to me to 1m the resolt of the vehe m e n t mgi;n i em with whioh so many rfngle 
weamn openly seek, at present, to tjhange their esndition, and dM eease- 
qaent appreheneion that UMtt entertain of being e nump p cd Into a dlsad^aa- 
tsgwwii aurriage. Ibe only beeoming meane of pi«««ntlng singls nomm 
li«m being duped Into a consent to many, by a fabe torer^ tow^ eeems to 
me to oonsist in the introdnetloa Into eodety, of each a refiirm of merala^ as 
that truly honorable sentiments shall be Inspired to men $ and that mar- 
risgesble girls shall be taught such a genersl IndHRerenoe, abd such a timi- 
dity on the Bulject of matrimony, that they shall not giTe to seeming ad- 
mirers, a predpltato encuuragement* 

Bat the eustom of duelling, besides leeeplng lovers tnie to a pam alm of 
marriage^ affbr^ it Is sold, to women a still flurAer pfoteciisny by lottaA- 
dating Insolent men from Insulting them. 

lUs latter reason, alleged In ft.toar of each an odhms praetloeb will, I 
Tenture to assert, be found, by Aom who nnnhm, a ue nrate ly, into the 
matter, entirely unfounded. 

• Theprlndpal oljeet of duelling, In reference to the Inanlto dlreetad by a 
person of dther sex sgalnst one of the other. Is to secure the dadUst sgalnst 
being aflrottted by a female. 

In oeneeqoence of offering to Um to M§ end a prolsotlaa. It p i a s eato an 
effiwtualobslade to the emergence of the female charaeler ftmn that atato of 
oppreseion In which It still reaBafam crmihed ; and tha fitft of daeOiar 
In ito resulto tyrannical for wobmd, ooght to be a amtHa to 
generous mind to endeavour to effect Ito abontlon. 

In barbarous thnes women were^ nnlversslly, s pp resmd , 
man of the community, as fer as It lay In his way» acted as having antha* 
rity over them, aadthat all the men combined to oblige husbands to comport 
tkemselvMdsspot&oally towards a wedded partner. Whatdistli^alshmtMr 
lot la clfiliaed timm from ihur condltieA In barberons oom^ K ^ai their 
being 1cm boiuid to obey their hosband^ it is^ that all the other mca trmt 
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them with a lorft of •ohmlatUm and ditfamoe, and that they tacitly Gom-^ 
bine to iodnce tiie hoibandy from awe of their opintoD, to behave to his 
wile aa to an eqnaL 

The firaetiee of daelliiif ia, in regard to wanen» a rcrt of barlNurinn« 
ilnce it oldifM tliem to tremble leet they ebould offend men to whom tliey 
are not rdatedL Nor is it even any clearly defined law or custom which Js 
to determine whether they be wrongln their behaviour to them ; It is the 
ef those etrsDgen^ who arob f«inaUy» irTitaUc^iDiroportiQatothdr 
ef Bseriting eontempt* 
TiMy do ne^ indeed, as perhaps they would be privll^ied to do among 
barbarians beat the women who have roused their resentmsnt, bn^ I be- 
Vmw% that it will be allowed that they, to the fall aa maeh» redoes them, by 
of terror, to what they eonslder good behaTiour, when thq^ giye 
to think that, by treating them with too little reject, they may 
cemmit the life of ahusband or a brotlier. In.Bliort, aa long aa duelUog ie 
the modi^ the barbarooe prinoiple Is still preserved of every man having a 
right to give laws, by means of fear, to every womaa of hie society ; it ia 
only the Soma by which it ie called into action that has nndngone any 




In the iDMiet civilised states, a uniform eqoality cannot be fatabliihfd be- 
tween nm» and women. Nature oppoen hereelf effBctoally to sudi a msa* 
sura* All that can be done towarde placing the latter on a level with the 
fimner, ie to grant them a kind of superiorily thatduU oonntcrbalanoe that 
which, men hold immediately finom nature. Thie superiority every man aa 
dlehriliaed IbcJs that they ought to be allowed to ei^oy in society. There 
the noeft honorable posts are assigned to them : there men treat them with 
daftasoea^ and permit them, in a manner, to reign* No doubt that neither 
party .ooght to take advantage of the ooeasiona when it is plaosd in supr»i 
aMCfr to huBobk or vex the oti^er. But still, it is quits inconsistent with 
the independent ^Irit which ^le siq^or one should then be free to eacercise^ 
lor the inferior party to stsi^ In a threatening poeture, ready to punish Iti 
shmll li conceive that it makman undue uss of its superiority. 

Tboogli the subocdinstion in which men place themsslves in regard tQ 
iroMiin In society be voluntary, they ehould, on that aeeount» be the more 
oM^nl la coofimn to i^ and to submit to their mode of ezerdsing their 
powsTt evma when thay may iind it uijoat. They would be repaid for thus 
dsnlintngfftha-n laoouns to the duel, ■ the dread of which, hanging likea 
4md we%h^ oa woaien'e mind, prevents their studying those delicate prin- 
c^leo of right and wrong, which ought to guide their behaviour towarde 
amn In thaiebitioos of society,— for all the lawe of poUtencm would then be 
iniasfigateil and unfolded, eo that women would charm by finer graces. 
Wkan they wen wanting, in particuhur, to the attentions due from them 
to aiy male member of the sodety, the oensurm that the general opinion of 
the parsons pTiSHit would pronounce on them, would make such an imprea- 
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Ml lihe ftwlrr. who hftrd HMr 111 numtiiri eMdnUMd, « tb rmdMr 
Ttfjr fwe. It inMld not be n hdw, wImb^ ff m* k^ iiftroiit 
I, dw iBilm^yUmedlbr numfog th« rfik «f tMiribigr'B dad, 
witkMl tfie ■MrH«r demoril of belr oMdvei, MBrfien* iBltirfr, beiiv B^ 
otopicof awwiilMi> It m aii^ i uii i t i lj ifWrilwi i li — d AO peiatfai 
wUdnheviglittavvcneidMlf AAmA; t»laBl»«et lk« vDintenied «r 
ittihe fanf««f gM« MM^aor. Itei wmU wmn tan to ftd 

!0f flitpigttlj^ aUBHMff% WltBMR MBqf TCHMVM lOO WQOTOjr nuTCr 
M WMBMHIV ■•■ lOHBl SB ^i^mMt M.WKJ OT^fBI UBfVly 

pravMMliflBy to wnHfUkf in olMiOMo MMlMffy tf- iflrit 
to tMr d i |iwl — 1| ftoifc iHidhiir to fttqp 



lioir, if it hi loqoltitc^ to fopd iniia^or 



UrdMlonly'tikaieaKi&iMiietof tiMMofcMM of wUA 
Miy te gviltsr in opcbtf , IbrllMyovo not Lyn i Wi iia OBonfeiv to Iti 
low% bat to tiMMt of tiM iMid, Ibr moM bratd fotatte 

In VMpMt to offeoan oooaadttBi In todotj, woi— i of lyiiit on Mly 
oqpad to tddnf oh« of tbcnmho*. Thnf cm pnnkliy ^oiy w IM^ o tly, tin 
gm t to no n irilo fci^^oti liimMif ob ftr ao to iaMilt llMBt bj notUng^ bo* 
Ibn tfM oamUad-oompanj, tbo o ont gMp t whk whMi bit otndnct- 
Atm. na And It to flir from bdng» In audi caaa% o yt o l a atl a n 
flmt tbcy nora eaally obadi an inaalnt or imaumlnf noai^ wbtfo Ihaf haoo 
no mala friand wliom tlwjr diaod cammltting, diaa idMn thaj Bra in tho 
mUatof aodi gaafdiana» 

- Tha-tfafard nonn givan In ftvoar«f dndUng H tibot it pntaall^ 
tha tfank of gMillanian> on o par* Waio Jt not v9t dio aypvaiitnaim 
dudknge, thaatroog* ttlaoaortad, tranid'aAan bnBy tbo waak^HM 
af rank and ftrtona wonld fta^pMndy loanlt dM^ganilMMM iHMai 
an aa banaath Um* * 

Ania FBoaon aaama oo na anaipguoa nriooi gim aanNCunaay m 
taaea^ to JoatUy dia vaa af atioog ootdlili> ^Tkty wtt falEcny It la aaMy ta 
pfovant ooaeaaaa of aiAanadon of apbrin^ to trhlek tba patllentio aobjait^ 
bnt, tboogfa thay may ghra blnr a nionimtvjr nllaf> yot tM tfny tlovryal* 
aoni^ ffeplanlaking tha aauoom^of iSbm diMamper whanoa Ua oUaaanta fwo- 
oead. In Hka nuumar^ If tha cnalan of having reco or aa ta tha dnd^ -ta 
diaatlaa InaoltlDg bdurdoor, fraquantly aogagaa onogint man to npnm 
tholr inclination to oAmd, I bdiove^ natarthalaai^ dmt It oa ntrt b nl aa gi m ul y 
to chads tba piygr e m of civffitttion* and ta noorlaii that har b a a o ua ^fMt 
which tamptoman to ongantlamanly InhaTloar tow a f d a each ottar* Tb» 
nila which JnatlAea thdr callfaig to tha Md of haneor hhn w h o m th^ y 
cooedTeto hava aAnantad them, girm tliam tha ooatam* of laaUng, not to 
the kw of tha land^ nor aren to that of thdr rmaan, aa tha avpitno a»- 
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togife va|r» willMaftratmfai^ tontoMw 

■uratoltoMdfdt «ak > w %« iB i up to t i la l ii w t, i» it I* toftwri to 
1M^ totontraMrft,.tolltoto.«C«hft«ivaikti«totf fftoikMdteton^ 

Hlfykag jitiMn, CMlteMUy ksro I hMid, ^ tiiB fclMniBtiMM to wkUk 
y«Mf M% iDciftid«i«lMiM*«f tetoiM^ MaiM4i la tti> MW|ilB> 

4b flBfflVB SflHMBv BIVBQPflb ^VttBOTK MBV VMhHCs BfliBC ftMMVMl «HC8Vb V^ OltBftv 

«r«ftiasak$ MdaAnihaiV* CiMf tato to itofli^ ^ Att giMNS «M^ 

toafkAT* kadtoflnflbrllMii^ I Ulievi^ tlMa» fthto iktjr mwU W 
^«to giiMn ^ tte aboUllHi «r th» *id. CiilJiMlnii, wialil, Mto mu 
go Ibmwd, tUI att fMMM whatoiwy wmU ImI 
ty tlM bwaf oMuniNi p>Httowij to tol tnmrj tooiiBiMito 
flf — cJBty, ai WW to ttolr cimpaiif • 

Tte ftutfiaadlM mmi^ifUdi IJtetohMdii^M, to 4iliM9 of th« 
•f ^MlUilg, k^ H^ il optos « fidfv iMMnUs t«ni to tot Ttodte*' 
«f mail <li» lb wiimart— af wUdi «Mald u ito t w l w Motobo 
If tliiifWMHilMderhiedltonftiwltoettotiM 
af aij cMitgy ap» It aertalalf aibfiia a otgM oMtHa 
aaddcaly aa—IHng altogatheg^ aaniing tocm, tiia poallM of dItoiUagi 
ior aUawtaf it^ to awaa digpw» to autobl» till todr Arodoo^ i^Bomf 
to 4i«lpated» hy tha alTinal tolbilM toto todr mtodi^ aT 
dtoeHbl,'iBagiiaBtma«s haoovaUa lantiBMnto 

Howoton I fcaiv* htafdyataana to iigiiantfy d«|r toat aafttoto af Iha JhU 
HA Mto iMdJ fig toltodpto, Into tlwb aamt>y, <fca p»i4ioBa pr aa ti ci af 

a dflibBMleM anaany* a«aa thavgli thaj aaold aokqfiv 
totoiopandMli 
17 totoaughtal tirfs «Mrtlaii|^ I toltore tliat ltiaa«tatotiMl 
il ia fMtly to -iromcn'a pawar both to explode the Itohkn of daalUng, and 
alto ao to hmnaiiiae men, that their angiy paariene'lhaB aubslda wfthoittde* 
atoDdiof cllfaer«he tmiI whidi il novrsftrto tton er aay actor. 

Tiio rfnumitanwB ifhifiln menhnnemt ewwIMe to the itoitoga that urge 
Ihetotoriik, toaduely ttoir owBaiidaDaiitagaalat*alMB, aMeiitoiiietoto 
fmkf at to Mka h paaolharly toomtonl on waoMo to emit their Itohieiioi^ 
toMvraUwm Itool the gidll Mri peifli Into which thow Mings preelpltote 
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A iiiMliw for dadJJBg ^i|te«fc tttiw to fcewwcydtttliictlye JBBtatg^f tht 
clMraelar of men, wheo th&j mn nMd/tntly advamsfed In elvDIatioii toprMc 
tiMBMlvoi oa iwlKn wooHtt with emuUty And i i Miiitat. I do not nan 
UufttholfaniMBpridotlwliapabtiMn toriafle eombMl witkoiMaibcror 
lluir oodcty iHto h>i inetwd tiwir dhplw— ffii» dfarectlf ipriogt fipom 
lentlBMHli wkloh Indiiee Hmm to iMMur iMnm aa^ ttudouly 
OmIt good opinlMT; tat I Mtovo that H it a •i u<i > mlUal of iioae 
MnttaMult. If thay banat im i wid aearfMy aBta to an Ubimt, hytfca 
wiA to aMna to waaton'i ayai^ *liaatl0«t wImh tiMir aitod la aBSelanli^ 
datoto^, to toaaaa wOl n to ttoit wkh to a aMddafwtt» that thair per. 
MMMdfiMtgrowaaoTigflaBtaatobafrr ovaraotlMwatBlifar an mn w lwri 
totriBtafltoM. I rtwwiii ralaakuyaiithalieryyaM tn iawhiBMaad todariU 
Uiig^» to« «nMaf «vll» pMna to aglttfto atMu whaw tadiied fttltega ln?a 
banaofleietttly iet to OMtian to nyifce tiMBiaaaesptlUe of an iMmavable wiik 
toaee tha dignity and importanee of woaam gemraUy acknowladgad. 

I bdtofa, that tha moat eftetndl leaMdy to tha apifit of dncUing^ ean- 
alato to aoeh a camplato amandpation of womm, that tfaay any haiva ample 
oppartmlty to make thamaelvto hearkenad to hy oMn^ and be aottaicBtty 
anlightenadt wlady-to rafirdae thair toflnanee orer tham* Tha 
tian that thia Ttodiettos apirit appaam to be an evil paadan, which 
Itaalf to theoB, aimaltanaooaly with hanoraUo^ eawtaona feelfaOK* towmda 
wouMBy oofhty I think, to make tha lattor more ardabt^ In ihair 
hy thair lnfaenaa,.to «xtia«ohih it. Tlaiy ahanld aeek to 
that a aaateptibiUty to famntmant, wliiah can only be i^pimii an what ia 
called, tha field of hotear, prorm a oonacioonem of not mcritiiv. impaats 
that he who hi mHadad that he deaerrw it, is alow to beUara to tha aiiaU 
enea of an Intention to offmd him ; that wImm ha ia aadviBoad that H 
mlly doea aabolst, he stOl feele himaeif too much bonnd to tha diathaiBa 
of Ida ooelal dutleo, to grant to an Inaoient, gmcnlly wortUcm aggiaa 
ear, the prhrilcge af levolUnf at him a mortal btow ; nor do hie ralifloii% 
humane prinolplei^ ouflbr him to eo^aent to mnnlnig tiia liak of giving one 
to him ; that if tha aAnea ofltoed to him baof a iiatom to ImpUmto hie 
ehaiaeter, ha thtoka more of manlfaortng the i^)natka af tha chaig^ 
^ paniflhing the enemy who dana roproafh It to hlmi and thtt h* 
to penona, who know that their oojkduct cannot bear a scrutiny, the 
diantof sUenclog, by the drmd of their rasentoicnt, thorn who nndntake 
aipodBg it to the public. 

Let wtonen be once generally penetrated with the conviction that it is 
more becoming an ho n ora bl e , upright man to decline than to fight a due!, 
and let tham hate that -Juat aonfidenoa to ttoiinaelym which amy detem^ne 
them, firmly, to make kaoam their way of thinkiDg ; toatead af batog^ m 
they usu#llyare now, the aaem eohoa of cjpioiima whioh tho bltod 
of men baye led them to fiivm, and the pniotiaaal dueUing willaaoa 
obsolete, more particularly If measurea be taken to give man an apportvnity 
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may feel thcmeelTei poeiHieiL 

The pira of imbulof them, to Ihie endt wHh a Ufh, auurtlal ifirll» nay 
be oljeeted te^ ae IwHng beea pfofod, liy flaip«rlenoe» to be ineAflaeioM; iteot 
military meo, itDl more than othen, eeiuid« themaehee under tha eUiga* 
tioDy to be yrauyt to embark in a dneL It la nataial tf^t thla tlionUI ba 
the <aa% mlofaa they bUcaptoJeanuMaotBach inCMavrerdml%aato 
thMtlfc«y taketheirriaeftwnaiiMaeMeaf hananri Itbeiayaap. 
that aackaetnea eoght to be farticuhfiy litely In tha jniMtary« Bat^ 
kt poblie egplnlen take another direction, and eee ^■cle in tha barbarooi^ 
eontemytible llfh^in which, I think, they ovght tobeplaeed, and, I beliave^ 
thai it Trill be Ibnnd that military bmBi if tliey be Inured to ooungeoue e»* 
crdeeeb wHl ennipe» the claee tha meet readily induced torenonnce <Im prae- 
tfeeardndHog. 



CHAPTER V. 

SU6GK8TI01fB RB8PBCTINO THS ADMINISTRATION OF THS 

Hounes OF RBTI1BAT9 and the functtions, — ^not requir- 

mo a brilliant display of talents, — WHICH SOME OF 
THEIR FEMALE INMATTES SHOULD PERFORM. 

Societies of single women, placed under the protection of 
respectable^ elderly persons, of both sexes; and bands of 
martialyouths^ resolTod, while they emulate the Tirtnes of 
dMMe women, to apply, in their practice, as becomes their 
bOE, siitflar principles to a more arduous, enterprising Une of 
eondaet; sodi societies, and such bands, — supposing them to 
be setdMlslisdi wiA all their rirtnes in ficdl operation, in the 
smpiye ^ a p p ear to afford but a small fount of order, which 
would be Tory inadequate to the universal purification of its 
mofula I own, however, small as it appears, that I beliere^ 
were H once fuDy opened, and its current jodiciousry directed, 
that it would soon become so much augmented, hj sympa- 
thetic Bticams of sentiment, and braadi out into such wide 
heariagu^ that it would be found an origin competent to pro* 
daee, t hro u g ho ut the wliQle of the national mind, an eftclent 
lore of virtue and good order. 

VOL. uu Q 
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Were the more eiiltghtened part of society cRDtiomly to ex- 
tend the authority and influence of such institutions, they 
would, I think, gradually open to women*8 talents such ^ 
scope, a^ would afford them ample employment of s^ fiaUire 
(4)i|(Ui)g to. perfect their p^n cha^^t »?4 1^ wsjl*. their in- 
fliienoB fuUy operate^ ia coptribuftiag to perfect that o£ laaa. 

Tli^y would ako plaea the elderly^— iisnaUy Aa^ wiseat por- 
tion of the community,*— in high posts of honour and autho- 
rity throughout the nation. 

I shall not descant on the method hy which a gradual increase 
is to he given to such small beginnings, till they be foi|nd e^ual 
to the production of such great results, as those which I aqg^f 
them capable of giving birth to. Whenever the time, — pro- 
bably yet far distant, — arrives for new modelling society, 
should the influential persons who embark in such an ander- 
taking, adopt my opinions respecting the first institutions, by 
which a thoronghly good system of social order should be in- 
troduced into the nation, there can be no doubt that an ample 
number of enlightened minds will watch, vigijantly and effec- 
tually, to observe the wisest method of still widening the ope- 
rations of that system, till the whole community shall amply 
benefit by them. I shall, therefore, confine myself to the 
slight exposition of a few very limited views on the subject. 

JVb^iy of tho^e siiyle women. woul^ i^Qdpp^ ffJ^W, tbim* 
f ^Ives to the education of yonpg gprls in their 9wn vlpi^E^*' 
aqd they; would eiyoy ample opportunity, qf^ re^'^ri^^ i|s^ii| 
Rights respecting the. best modes of condvct^ii^ it^. 

Some of them ^ottld» alsp* ^tifndtp t^Q 94mf94i^iQf the 
cl^il^ren qf the poorer chases;, they vro^ ^^. ^ ,^|dH)^ 
th^selves in such a friendly light towards, ti|f^r MIMMkfg to 
acq,uire over them Sj^ influenjpe progper IP i9)4Hm4^lo }mlh 
en, respectfully, to the laws. of religion ai|d X^ifN^. 

Some of themw,ould,alM>, undeita]f^.tli9,^^^.si8^n^ «f 
charity, dedicating thema^Tcs to the ^t^ of tfi^sMlc. wd inr 
ferp, 

I 

"* As the houses which I «m particularly describing ought, ^ I cosioeiTe^ 
to bo'set apart Air the itceptlon of -vromen in gentcd tanks, I prtmmmt that 
U wouM be need/ill to ttfaln a umi^ifmfh V^omim^ rskrUMtaa 
admitted into them. 
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To forward tlie good intentions of tlie women wbo would 
derote themselves to the relief of the spiritual wants and phy- 
sical BoiFerings of fellow-creatures in their Ticlnity, as well aa 
to promote other benevolent purposes; the houses of retreat 
should be suflBeiently numerous, for the district summnding 
eaeh of them to be as limited as would be necessary to allow of 
erery family, comprised in it, being personally known to some 
menber of the band, consecrated to charitable employments, 
iathe house of retreat induded within: its boundaries ; and of 
its moeiviBg fitom her, as frequent visits as would suit the pur- 
poses of religion and useful benevolence. 

Were the circle of charitable oftces, which the himates of 
tliese houses should labour to complete, filled up ift iiR its pardi; 
there would not, — ^according to my speculations,— be, in the 
whole nation, a single {lerson whd would have reason to Iook 
upon himself as an outcast from society. All would behold 4 
number of respectable individuals, commissioned by the most 
sacred authority in their neighbourhood, come frequently to 
hqnire^ with religious solicitude, after Cheir welfare, Both spf- 
ritasl and temporal ; to exhort, to advise, and where it would 
he needful, comfort and assist them. The objects in want of 
nich pious ministrations, should constantly find themselves 
songht after by compassionate beings, who, full of the benevo- 
l^t alFectiontf, the meek, yet exalted, hope of sincere chris- 
tians, would endtevour to impress oii their minds a similarly 
devout; holy character, and to relieve their physical warits^; 
wifhodr abating their efforts to serve them should they learn 
that Ae paMorf,to whom they looked up as guldes,[interpreted 
MNhe of tb^ ddgmas of scripture differently fjN>m what they 
did, and without seeking to recommend to them their peculiar 
t^ellr Otherwise than by the sacred lustre of a virtuous, pioua 
life. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

SOME OF THE FUNCTIONS^ PROPER TO DEYELOPE 
THEIR TALENTS^ WHICH MIGHT BE CONFIDED ^TO 
WOHEN. 

Wliere a woman wished to ooiueccat^ her life to works of 

charitfy whidi demanded no conspicuous display of talents^ 

.she woold be called on to make known her desirt to the gpifr- 

dians of the houses of retreat, that they mighty wl^eii. oen- 

▼enienty elect her to a post calcolated to give full scope to her 

benoTolent purposes.* 

But the case would be different, in regard to those posts, 

which might be conferred on women, and which ought to be 
exercised by persons, distingubhed by some brilliant, intellec- 
tual talent. 

It ought to be strictly forbidden to women to present them- 
selves as candidates for such posts. They should modestly 
wut till they were elected to them, by public guardians, who 
had had ample opportunity to appreciate, justly, the nature 
and extent of their abilities. 

I shall not attempt to specify the rarious posts to which wo- 
men of talents might, with great advantage to the nation^ be 
rendered eligible. What those posts are wiU, by degree^ be- 
come known to all reflecting, impartial persons, after that the 
most influential members of society, — agreeably to what, I con- 
sider nature's scheme of moral government — shall have implied 
to giving a full rational deyelopement to the female mind, and 

* Th« persona detirous to make the perfonnanoe of world of diuitj tlMir 
eoneteataToeatlonooold, Dodoubtyin the moet orderiy oooacttuled Male of 
fodetjy appljr diligently to the aoeompHihment of their pkme inlentleiii^lap* 
dependenUr of the eholee of any partleular eommaalty. However, In ondi 
an one aa I here dedgn, I oonoeiTe that It would be better for cfaarltahly 
diipoewl peieon% tiU they were choeen by the gvardiana of h i«r dfapenam 
of good among the people, to bound their zealous beoerolenos to ths pnvti- 
tieal oljcct of supporting their own helpless relatione^ and some dstacihed la- 
dhrldnalB of their aofnalntanoeb A syalen of heneaaanei^ eaoipcMqs ettry 
being in a certain district, would tend, aa I bdlere^ more InTariahly, to- 
warde the end proposed by it, where It emanated from one common centre 
of authority, and where the agents charged with canrying It Into sffeet were 
invested with a sacred, awful charaeter, fram being made ohoioe of hf the 
class looked up to with the highest rererenoe by the tunonndUig puhUe* 
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to regulating tkeir lawt aad instit^tioiiSi ia a manner to render . 
it faUy arailable to the promotioQi in the nation, of wisdom ^ 
and Tirlae. 

HowiBT0r» I think, that the mere speoolator en the mbject, 
may distinguish some posts, whether relating to the pnblie at ^ 
Isige. or specially to their own societies, which the women ap- 
pertainiiig to the houses in question, ought to be qualified to 

mL 

T dudl point out a few of them. , 

Tliey oi^ht to be eligible to the place of lecturers on rarioifs 
aits, scienceflf, and branches of literature, to the assembled . 
women and g^irls of their own coinmunity. (a) 

£lderly men, either settled in the liouse, or entitled to in- 
spect it, as well as some grave magistrates, might be at liberty 
to assist at these lectures. 

It appears to me also, that well informed women would be 
rery competent to discharge the functions of judges in many 
dnl disputes. Their ambition to be chosen for the exercise of 
diem, would be a powerful incentive to them to study the laws 
of the land ;* to get acquainted particularly by sound reason* 
ing with the nicest dictates of equity, and thus to accustom 
themselves to steady, comprehensive, serious thoughts. 

ney should examine the matter in dispute in presence of 
eldaily persons c^ botih sexes, as well as of younger magis- 
tratae, who, though they might not interfere to pronounce an 
opinion, would serve to keep strictly in check, the insolence 
thai Ae parties miglit be tempted to manifest before female 
jttdges. Where they' were not snfiEered to scoff at them, they* 
we«]d yield, on appearing before them, to sentiments of 
awe and reverence which would cause dieir decisions to make 
a deep impression on them. Those of wise respectable women 
are constantly heard with profound respect, by the persons to 
w h o— they are addressed, when their opinion seems hearkened 
to with deference by men equally wise and respectable. 

The seateBoes pronooneed on these oeeasions, might be sob* 
jeeted to die revision of men appointed to examine them : where 



* £i tik0 tkttmmtHmHm tktU I have in view, the laws wiNdd lie simple^ 
idipisd t» a fee^ wlio never like to see the decrees of Jintice eet at iio«i)sht» 
hj eaptioae eophtstrice aod technical objcctioi^ 
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tliey ehanged them, aUeging a good motive for doing so, they 
would giro to the women, wife had in the first instance judged 
erroneously, sn instroeCitre lesion, whieh wonld add to the per- 
spicacity of their judgment, in discriminating the shades of 
right and wrong. 

I think it peculiarly desirable that, where a woman is a puly 
coneemedy the cause should be tried by persons of her own 
aexi saving however the priWl^e always resenred to men of re- 
▼ttiog their sentence* 

' Men seem to me less proper impartially to mete out justice 
td women themselves, than to open their minds^ so as^to teach 
them to distribute it to one another. 'VHien they pay atten- 
tion, while they stay in the back ground, to the motives deci- 
ding well minded women to judge favourably or otherwise of 
a sister's oondnct, they have much more coolness, accurately 
to weigh every circumstance tending to exculpate or condemn 
her, than they would have impartially to investigate the matter 
for which she may have become an object of public atteaiion, 
were judgment ib be passed on it immediately by them. 



NOTES TO THE SIXT)I CHAFT£|SU 

/'See pagee 2i5.J, 

(•) Ihe fttMler my ywlNiiw be alamied at tbe ides bi gMag to Ihamkm 
a lonuid sdooUkDi «• mf wialL t» liSYa lliepiVU> appslsiiii^ 
himm90-mmt^ st tlie.lactMnM msntisiMid in tha tw^ ianpto thst I lkki|i«lns 
t|u7 iMigbt to FB0cive4 he i|isr siVP^ie tlitt sbIdUs opaMd,.by » wide 
knowlcdfe of Micnoe and litorature, wUI fed a dietstte lor tlio petty dutiet^ 
to the pwfurmanee of which wivei, nothen^ aod hounkeipih^ ooght to 
f^re up ao much of their time. I have already endeayoured to show, that 
muh an oljection to the cultlTation of the femak mind, la entirely unfoand- 
od* Bat, as the aolilect Is a very important. Interesting one, I ahaU hcte re- 
pest that tfceas who fanagine thait girls eannot acqoire a tmte ftr tiho iMady of 
foriw hianehcs of Usnwy and sdentifie knowledge, witheut being tempt- 
ed to neglectf after marriage, the minute yet important details of their ?ari« 
OMi dalles, SB wlfos, mother^ and henspkeepers, luidiaiatu Tsry ni^tady, 
the naUve sltnetloBs of these duties. Minute as Aey are, there is a cbarna 
in them to wUvh women of highly cultivated minda are the most scoaiUe. 
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Thtmgh frIfoMNu MMt oftian da|^Hie^, yH, w«« IM inttUKl 4^wiM&en 
tulfy, cierciiiiiff jMidMlrfy In i»« tt^[uliltl6n «r li%eMt khbli^Mgii^ ftir oT 
tnicni wVOr ilw% iBiv infcMM th iMRf MtfBfetldta fUF ii MMriBifriMA'AOl^dHfei^ 
t&ilE^#Mk tt, iv«M M ftfttftH, iMar ikeflMato ^vw^ mMUHlii tte es^ 

^iJbMk ^# 4^1^^ ' AjlllIM ^Mlftik^ JLILlljt— Itf * *- *- - --» ' ~ I mill > ^HMMte^M A 

CBVnB va IHMs Wm^i WHIDB iWHIHWHy SBtvIvB QO mnrMS wvOMD* A 

few UfUy edimled giris might fongv natrfiBoay, to eonaett^to tBamselvM 
^ itttf lii ><i H h MM ito fy atriJy ; todbe dilgitt liUfr iimK whfc Irairiiaiid^ 
Mr wQliM MA obeltft^ieei te vfagiOiHy nre,— #hd» eiic^ to Aav« a wife; 
iayMlpilA^d tif a Mllhtfit faileht^ wotdd ^Miy dUxrge thtaoMlvM wHh the 
ciidn nqfeMWAteei M* their liotui^lMld kfTaln, f<fr (IM Mto wneariiig a 
oomnft luaii oi praiecoMe aeir fltvAei. If them aMWi w#M iMH)fili||M WfWt 
«HVbMt auyniijjMXcf'riforaapipiro^ abciety ought tMl t»6&Bl^ 

cei^flMr^Mlt lAfttrlkv «ftctfi^ tlw horiMod or Uto #» «tMidMl to 



Widk \ii«n lijfde^kiot^ It wotdd %e Aoiii, ^at Cheee fihorally HIvoated 
ClHy^ iKmAA tbv« ethgagltig in tlte variona duUes wliich ihemteftrlmoMalatate 
ooouDonly ptea co ta to women, from taking a deef^y felt pleasnni In (hem. It 
iHftSA eVen'te iaudi easier to inspire diebi with a taate fot vhafViaig the 
aH tf iUcJte alid 0c^t; Ihodgh not epleurean, eodl^,- dian ft it to eooh 
ixaMakte aneh a taste to nSn, dissipafed, hmaSe vobties'of '^Mu* 

W^th&k Mllotk afiply AemadSrea aaddootuly to du laAonni of eradltlon, 
wlioi tioy fta^ not tfte hope of •oquiring' Vy them, Ae power to prodoee 
fai pnHIc, addM brilliant litenry work of their own oompodtion. Sudi a 
hope ooold Hatter hut ftw of them fai a state of sodety, wherein the ntmcat 
expansion wottld ta nnlTsfsafly given to the female mindi which the dtflli- 
aion among women of the lights of liberal knowledge^ ooold make it so*. 
0ftiaUli o/ iHSqnfring ; ni whaa tlie awe whleh they woiild led of noany 
gtUik, y0/iM tHlanned guardians, fmaipilftte of Aitierin|r them, woidd dete^ 
tMfik Mdi ^binmitttng to the prea< <mwnrthy prodnetiona. 1^ aoA a 
iboa of iUlnlpi, Uioet 'W^omen, however edttcaCton might have mftiaed thdr 
mkiMd, #dfilk fCidly HitMktn tte UMtif of «Qlcl«ntli^ fr, by aNMraet 
tfUBS^ f<l^abllBdftihd«rtifthigtMri)^M«n mon endettii^ oooupiatiaai 
ttft-dfi^'tifihaliyft engMMntoit of the duia of a wife; nMher, andmi*^ 
Ifite^aMMife: W^6ectipalloii8iH»i:dd1ltaVe the more ehvrmafer them, 
Kt^AMbiMi' MAfddced, that, thodgti di%y may nM hope to tftlhin by 
nSAk^MAyii^M^ ceTebrity, yet, ff thay attend to dten wiady aad 
dlligantly, the persona who hbve <»ppdmiihy to witneitr teh^good oandaei^ 
wdk Me^hfb^At^ ataraa^ With a dirfteT saddhcdon did ieefftt^ Inte- 
iM» iEimti'tl^ Wit* diat of the femid^ whboe talents mayi havo opened ai» 
^tfa^nal fmftii&n a Vast career, even thongH she ill Itin a ntt m nerdMH 
to kcsr Ihe g^eral esteem, and the approbilthMr aTall imparthd 
S«i%ea. 

Ekperteace fia^ am jAy p^ved, thitt a iHft tttd ttodier Is Ihr less taiape. 
•d lb atteltd tod much to the exeidae of tahsnta whldl *b dUl H id i d 
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todki■lMiat Imt InAmdli aiaimttai. of tkiB. hr 
kttte tlMn lUI into diniie. flmai ■hmilfinff ksnelf w htMrntim m I 
■ny »yt t» Imt mlOTiul {Mn§pt Um ah* Iomi all inftHmtfai.«p4 pvwcr 
totkiak «»fw^t, baft thow partlaV pettf oMflUknitlmb iHOi^ 
■iotlMr*sii4ii4 loMi aU stay In kMlf to r^vlala ito miHlinili, Ihqr 
imlly tnggjB^ to it. . 

_ W«r> tlw ■odal qwtem ■oan«fd»Mtii>lwiygi«id«>tliari|w»«piw 
of hoTiof a great InterHt at atakfl^ nijiinc than to maka thanafliioi.faM' 
nUy ftoPMtady and did venerable peraon^ of wImw efinlon tbef atoad in 
■wi^^^kaaa Inowi^f it to have gveat wdfbt in mmUif, Inyicit eniidwitiy 
their asndnet, then wonld be atiH laea dangv tlnui then ie at prcaent, af 
iMr anlftivntiay tbefar talenta to aaeeai^ Iboiigb then wonld be mere lika- 
lilMadff their 4evBlinf a naaanabla time to their imffOTenml; whiclb iC 
thejr dld» berfdee the pleaenre that thejr «mdd In eenemnenca afford |o a 
Jnmbaaid, thej would ao^nbre each a at e adln eai In regolating their oeoya- 
ftioa% M would contribute to etrengthen In them, the abllitj tofforethen- 
arlvee finiMninded mothen. 

Howovcr» I do no^ adviei^ ae etrletly regular a dietributien U Ciaee la 
miniOf girle to a|iply to abatraet etndiee ae ie neoeeearj be regard to boye: 
■atme^ aa ftr ae I Inre ebem md, haa narked out In thia reepeet» betwroi 
the two eexee^ a diflennoe that ought to beattended to. A bogr« if.lio hein- 
tormpted in hie etadiee» when he ie eloeely occupied by them, fkniB it diA. 
cult i^galn to flx hie attention on them, eo tliat if thcee intermptioBa often 

« 

r» he ia dieeouraged and beoooMe an idler. A girl. If ehe be eeoiotiince 
fotume to tiM.Bludlto that dM love^ with greater alaatity and 



• In tiM odueatlaa of Imalee ^ primlpla diould tiar be kep4 in toind, 
tkat tiielr prorince la not aoainck lahorioualy to unfold any hiddei^ 
bfanch of knowledge^ ae to make arery bnuieh i|f it, with which tho 
od are already acyalntfd, bear wheleaome and deUdona nieral finiit. The 
oolture of their heartahould alwaya folly keep pace with that of tbeir In- 
teilaet. To thie end» they dbooki bo habituated to the azerciee of many eo» 
ofad dntiea^ and to a lively aympathy with the leelinge of Innnan nature, 
.They ehau l deariy be tai^t that an the eiorte which they OMaaaakotoin irt ae y 
Che etaeeci already in the naUen'e paaeeaBlon» of IntcUectnal 
or Imi^lmitiTOOompoeitione will haiobat futile reeull% if they da 
their talente eerre to ennoM^> and fVim* TirtuOi 

' . * • • ■ • V 

A wem^ny whiles owing to lier youthy ehe ie under tuidouy ought not to 
he allowed to give up more than a certain portion of her time tojeedentary 
otadiea; within that pcrtion, opportunity ought tobe affarded her, I thinly 
to cultivate her talente ae liberally ae ehe can deeire ; but a enAclcBicy oi 
ehauld aba be naeried for tfainlng Iter to good moTBl hablte; each a^ 
all tile tflirr^Vt^h** la her power to the aged and inOrm ; rea- 
dwringjifga^f utefulU and her apdety a gr eea bl e^ .to her parente aad fiiapde; 
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•■4 vofnginf in tiMM aethre, boiiMwIftly employnMnts, wlilcli fit her to bt 
m gMd wirtiint to her toother, and prepare her for the right regulation of 
her 9wn hooae. When die b arrlred at an age^ at which It la Just that 
ite la left the lUT nae of her viilltlon, tf the he determfaied to consecrate 
iHtwIf to «llft of dMp amdjr, and thai hier faidepeiident Mtunt enables her 
to daao withost iiMoiiT«BieBee» tbea da I thIMk that ahe ought not to ha 
H wanid ha eaajr to aoaiha aaeh advaatagca attend on her cnlti-i 
of tiM an rial Tirtnaa which were onoe Inculcated to her, aa ahould In- 
hir atlH to cherlah them. 



CHAPTER VIL 



ADVANTAGES RESULTING FROM EARLY AND TEMPE- 
RATELY INDULGING THE WISHES OF GIRLS TO BE- 
HOLD FINE NATURAL SCENERY. 

la each of these asylams, parties should occasionally he 
madei — ^both for the recreation of the women permanently 
settled in them, and of the young pnpils committed to their 
diarge^^-to all the pleasing rural scenes within a certain com- 
paas around them. 

An women take^ I believe, in their youth great delight in 
bdM^lding a picturesque landscape, or a fine marine prospect. 
Btit their passion for the beauties of inanimate nature, does 
not seem to me to be generally near so much indulged as it 
ought to be : in particular it is not kept alive by the attain- 
ment of some fruition at a sufficiently early age. Parents, in 
all their projects for the amusement of their girls, are directed 
by the hope of making them subserve to the success of their 
pfama, to obtain for them in marriage, a good establishment : 
aa thej cannot hope to forward their views by giving them, at 
least in childhood, frequent opportunities to enjoy the beauties 
of iaanimate nature, they consider that they would act fool- 
isiily, and go perhaps to a needless expense, did they form 
parties soMy for the purpose of gratifying their wish to rala- 
Ue throqgh delightful scenery. Yet if young girls, from the 
tiflse thai they become sensibly alive to the eharms of inani- 
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mate natiirey*-«iid tliey nsuaUy bccooie so fti a reity early pe- 
riod,— were often led by their parents amidst lovely scenes, 
and encooraged by theaiy whilst they coatemplaled their beao.- 
tiesy freely (• ret^ga. their hearta to.joy and gladnassj .thiasin-^ 
gle nieasafe WMild do asveh lowatds heepiny. their, dispositiosi 
ahraerefliidartlesf ; SewAvdi euMmg' their mlads with aiavf 
a profbnttdy deKcate, seDthBeiit; and towards diftnii^ oi^er 
their imagination a fresh» brilliant glcrw. 

An early habit of aeeing with admiralioa, the fine eoimtry 
Bcsenes in the rieiaity of their home, and of taatiag amoqg 
tbemi in the midst of friendly parties, an ezqnisite delight, 
would have a rery different effect on the character of yoiiqg 
girls, from what is nsuaUy prddooed on that of grown up 
youthfol females, by the custom of some parents, to lead them 
about to frshionable wattMitfg phuses, for the piit;pose of ex*- 
hibiting i&em to the gay crowds assembled there. 

A young woman who once acquires a taste for moving, in 
the wake of finhion, from one of these watering places to apo- 
ther, seldom, I belive, after marriage settles contentedy at 
home, particularly if her lot be cast in a retired country ; for 
she has still a longing to frequent splendid, toipttltuary scenes, 
which is restless and insatiable* 

Females, in whom a passion for the beauties of the country 
has been early formed, and associated with delightful friendly 
recollections,^ are for ever sensible to a profound attachment 
to the home in which they resided, and to the friends who 
shared it with them, at the time when, in company with those 
beloved persons, they first learned to appreciate the charms of 
every rural scene in the neighbourhood of their dwelling, and 
indissolubiy to combine, in their memory, the image of each 
of them with that of the pure, lively joys which an excursion 
to it had caused them to taste. 

In after life, they may perhaps be far removed from their 
first friends tfnd the home of their childhood : yet the fondness 
with which they ever continue to retrace to their recoUecUon, 

• In tohising on Um adfs a ti ga ii which might ta9«e,'t»li girPt VMittl 
QlarMla',> frotn a tMte tor cpuatry seenory bcipgcariy calllvfM in iMr. .}t 
U hardly neodfol, I beUeye, to inform the rcikdier, that I prpoeed on the ouf- 
pofition of the wholo sfiteia of her educatiou being mttottdly oonitructed. 
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tlie joys tbat abounded for them, when tbejr Were intimatelf 
oomiected with thofte friends, and the sweets which they had 
enabled ihem to extract ttom their local position, does not 
Mont their sensibility to the enjoyments which newer firiends, 
and another dwelfing', may be proper to aftird them. On the' 
contrary, the soothitag; recollections of the pnre, simple, plea- 
rares which they had experienced beneal^a parent's roof^ 
prepares them for loving to abidft under timt of a Irasband. 
They dondt ^^h to iiy from the* mansion wherein it is becom-' 
iiig him to reside, because of its h%ing seated in a lonely re« 
gion : they love too well to enliven their solitttde, by stirring 
up la ^eir memory heart-warming images of the past, to 
wish to fly from it to vapid amusements. The more con- 
stantly they cherish those tender, soothing images, the more 
does Ae oiirrent of their fedings flow steadily in the deep 
channel of genuine affbctions, and dispose Iftem miAerably to 
h>ve every leptimate object of their pauionate tenderness. 

A sincere wish to contemplate a great vasiety of fine vMa*- 
ral scenery, usually differs in this from a constant desire to^ 
sMne in fhshionaMe assemblies^ thas it endeait yoor homff to 
yon, espedi^ If it be in- the ooonttpy, while the le^e of bnst* 
ling in a brilfiant crowd, tempts you to fly with distaste- firoos 
4 qai^t home and country Hfb. 

A person of oMier sex who likes to rove, solely with an m^ 
tent Co procure himself the satisAic^a of oontemplalteg vwi* 
ous beauties of inanimate nature, has a lively rs4iah for tiie 
pleasures of memory. He does not therefore wish, that the 
scenes admired by him, should h% continually liefove his eyes. 
*lls enough for him ever to be able to retracoy to his imagina- 
tion, their beauties and the delight which he felt in the midsS 
ef Item. When he has acquired tins* power, gWHy ibeshe 
commonly return to the home assigned to him by his statien, 
ner ift'it owing to any defect in his dfi^KMition, but to adverae 
cht te MSta nces, if he do not And in il:«BspealtiMy'intereslin|^ 
sftlraeCiotts. 

A female is seldom tempted to indulge^ to a faulty eassess ijber 
taste for beholding the beautiee of inanimate nature ; partio»» 
briy if it has l»een always gratified by those ptsced in author 
rttj over iieri as far as r e as f U aliwwedlJiom looamply with 
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har.wUMi. In tlnl case the feed no diMontoiled dwire «ig^ 
iag her, where the can, to bfeak throogli re8traial» for the 
sake of haetening to sarrej, yet DDTiaited praapeeta; Am km 
mdecataadliiy eaovgh to peraetTO that dodo haa been ia n po a ed 
om h^» exeept whaigoo4 senae rendemd naeoiaary, fihe 
jeya the Tarious iflu^pea of rarml aeeaea whioh her 
pecmita her to reeal, and» dunigh ahe mighl like to add to theor 
atore» the ealm rational flow of her aentiment^ leada has to. 

« 

rqeet the thooght of dong ao^ if, to aaoonqpliah avieh • pr^eet» 
ahe mmt neglect her dniy towaida her bmUjf or al^ha the 
lawa of deeoram* 

The £ur one who deiigiits in brilliant^ crowdedt eaieotblieiy 
haa little or no taato for the pleaanrea of memory. 

When cirenmataneee oUige her to forage her fiiTonrito pev- 
anit% and live In retirenenty ahe ia ao far from finding hew 
aelf aoothedand enlivened, by recalling to mind» iaaagea of her 
peat joy% that ahe only broods over them with bittor r^gret» 
fitom remembering her want of power to make them again re- 
ally present. 

Howevert mndi as I recommend it to parenta and gnar^ 
dfama to indulge,— «a hr aa they raaaen^bly aan, — the eager 
wiah of yoong girls to enjoy the beantiea of inanimato nature, 
I do not advise them alwaya to hM themselves prepared to 
aalisiy tiial wish, aa aeon as the specific object which utty 
uhanrs to call it intensely finth, ia niade known to them, is 
b much better that they should consult their own oenvcnienee, 
in detwmining the time of gratifying their female pupila, by 
n rural party of pleasure ; nor should they make such excur- 
sions so common, as to cease to have for them the charma of 
novelty. 

To promoto the true happiness of females, as wdl aa to 
taaia Aem to an attachment to virtue and good ofder, wb 
should early accustom them to experience that their choice 
muat be in entire anbocdination to that of their tsaahaaa. 
When girls are allowed to expect instantly to obtain whatever^ 
they evince a wish to peasesS) Am sentiments take a wrong 
direction, and, whilever they continue in it, they cannot be 
rendered liappy. They are too much occupied about them- 
selves; whereas a girl*s true happiness lies in n sense of do- 
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ve fodnew, and of pleased nibiiiiMUMi to Meade, in whom she 
Iwi eo Midi lender eoafideaee^ ee to be eeOTuieed dtfil tlwf 
wjH take every reqvieile care ef her edBeatien, Wr intnriit% 
Mr aapplBaaa* 
Bkm ka% abey a amek keeaer reiiih for a Uvely eosMe of 

ftr iaaiaiioe^ fiir thoee nnal |Mitiea » qaaai 
ahe ftrialhal U doea boI depend on iMnelf to 
mvel amidak ite ■weeti wheneier ahe pleeeei^ and thet her 
gaardiaae do nel nionr her to enjoy U, eaeepi aft ^alerahiy 
dirtant intorvnis. When they aei dwa adraadlyy they eenae 
Inr heert to pdpitoto with delight, eaeh taaaothai they ginte 
her Botiee of their luTing the intention to eendnel her to 
a— ae hwreiy aeene of nmnaement. She then donUy paiaea the 
opportunity gifen to her to taato an eiir ao t d i nnry^ pIeaMia% 
-Bum net hnoiriBg when it may again oeenr«* The* phaanre 
fimn appearing toher thna h^ppSyaeiaedaait waa hntteniaig 
hf har» ImHrn, in her memory, poenKariy deep» detiglitM 



CHAPTEBl VIII. 

mmm womii, mHABiTiiro THnan HooaBs ov mrmaiAT, 
aaoiiu> OFTBtr bb auawbd to tbavel imto ronaicnf 
Gouanmnn. tsby could bbap obbat BSHBrrr vboii 



In regard to the female inhabitanta of theae retreata, who 
wctre matare in yean, and wiaely diacreet in tlieir condncty 
the pleaanre and instmction derivable from intereating nan* 

* ^ Ihkb imal Uitntiie« of men*b mmXMHtf, compared with that of wo- 

ftwBi tho woigl^ of tbe bosineM whieh oommonly preMes on thoir tlio«if hta. 

BMli,' I WBovo^ that in thooe to whom easy drcnmttances afford leiauro 

— a— itIwiMMliui, UiagmtlreamadbfaniMBof Ubertr^fv whoe^ 
ttij floBOOi Tho freedom which they ppmw, to eee whaterer fluo 
• may attnu;t their curloiity, hinder* it from exciting in tliem a VMij 
to Tids asy of them ; imlmii howerar, where thoy can ho aeeeaafa 

nietf by a woman who is an enthusiastic admirer of heantiiol or fiand 
lery, and that they can enjoy the satisfaction of sympatliizlng In her 
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kks» M^i fo fliMT teal mhOi moM Mfiam iVringfi Om tk^ 



Proper ojqporlmitiety where they had leii 
edvae e£ then, should ho eriedod for thin^ by the ehioE 
p eoi pt e id i ti of thew ■o >ii b 1% to fmmAam. owo- tg. 
liiithiy^hod boooio oeyMrtoi iriA^thooitiio fim of thrir 
ootMoy, oad nen tpooiiMHi of-tha nionto ehodee. of 
diitingkiahiog thoi uhohitMits o£ ito mrioMi 
M o i eh p nid tMr f» ■■di ow e ooni dia rimt they, 
od unftiwiintly t»<hoic tMte iw? tforoHiiy, meMo wMig th iH o 
oiw»»iii ■■■niiott, the differeot«4MMUbiiMle for eM«te wi- 
noiH efli»^iiod hi the Bntiih uim. 

Am. I yreeood em the Mppeeitioii that oono of thoaoisk* 
hoMiog' ne^ne wooU hone, adoptedf. alnoit eiinlteonoMly 
nth the BiitUh» oook WMtitntions ao thoio whMh I 9m> do- 
Mrihii^. And that I omelwrift thafc io the diffBoonb eg— trjn 
where they flonriahedy the persona the most anauoos to po^ 
senre the integrity of them, would fiequently travel to Tisit 
each other» or else often eomnmieate together by letter^ it 
would be easy for the chiefs of these houses to devise soitaUe 
modes of conveyance to those mfnfit/oA fn o foreign laiid» for 
single women under their care, who wished to improve their 
minds by an aoyiaintanoe witb^ then^ after that th^ hnd fcat 
aeon the primypdl portion of the British islesb* 

Such a bond of hospitality^ would thus eloaely coBsoet the 
females belonging to those establishments in diffsncinl oonn- 
tries, as would contribute greatly to refine and liberaliao their 
notnal emulation. 

. The general unifonnity of the outline c§ the phln on whUk 
these houseo would, in all ooustties, be modelie<it imd llle pure 
morals maintained in them, would not present to the iatoUi- 
gent female tnureUer» who took upi, within, theic. walibr a Iobsp 
porary abode, any obstade to the study of die varieties 
comprised under the one national eharadter. 

* By procuring for themselves letters of introduction to tlie diredon of 
these houses, male tittrellers of good character, would have a greater &d- 
Nty fur obtaining wliiiiMton into respectable societies in a foreign land^ than 
they oft«n have at pre«mt. 



caur. iMi^X ^^^' ^^ AM 

' Liitfc MgfalliMUjp mfaU^ t» I hapg, be gjerrt h»m staiy 
tile Tiaw «f miwkifA Bot that b ao( wewnfe piei 
WlMitfc0yeiyUt0it«dywttowiteilfi]ril<pef.4fce 
nee, wli9^ they htKte yet siseroely predoeedeB e tur t eet of ft 
feptehentiMe ietei^ eaAwlnyetliennwil leeie i« mfimmmAng 
ie «ef ae'thepi faiie <iii<«ein oneei Wentn'e wwiiiy tfrithM 
vkenHhey t h m re tbee ehielf tke iiiiies ef ftbe keeii^ 
eemMRiiy Qeeset tee eiijpHett .etvoF eopHMKee se * tee 
ef iwpeeiei^ it? eey* theegli they 4e eel wlee»tke 
i te ae e qii ee e ef tlrie»tlMie— eeeeaeiiiea eefcrei te« we i|i ie le 
^itmf^BUL^ikfmm f ieiiertiwii eti- f ■■■ihJuf the fclte kite 
^HMi<iftliaeieeel#e4 tfcet laAe weoay diieoHMi pey» iaike 
attd, ieed it dtplonUy attniy^ 

l%eyefe, t hew fan s peeallnrly ftjr-^when they, eee teeghj 
MeMMrto ettudiflttofeimporteiee Aam n doe te petty> delriH 
eogleit chtririiieg veiiBinti e£ eoipwtiBe 
fteiit yi ■ ■ >e e tntdi eter the^pveMvuetioB ef ipeed^ 
aeA they will be vwre likely to be ttraek^ ^iMi the 
of eay detximealel to.moiile^ AetaMyhetfietiia 
ista the eaigM of ftrrigneN^ Aea. with the i^nrieiie hehlM 
with whtrh they aely^ have beem filviiliar et home* 

The opi^oitQBity' to eemfem together the intend edi^ 
■iiieiliw of teverel of theee heinw» in the legdetiaaef eH 
of wUdi they will reoogniie toBie appreptiate rahadea e£ 
diatinetion, will be of great aiiiatMiee to enaUe thenny jndi- 
cio«iy, to reaaea on the anaagemeola the beat caloidated 
te predoee all the adrantagea to be derired from theae iaati- 
totioiaa. 

Nor would they want for plenty of opportunity to obaerre 
the nattoaal diatinetiona tif charaetefy aubaiating between the 
iemftea of tjhe di^orent honaea wh|<^they had aeeiu theivh 
their iahabitanta aught be e^vagj feapaetable» pinBtiaiag the 
aaaattiriBa«e% and endeaaed* wiab aa eqnally eleer peaaeptiewof 
aaartJ eratli ; though they miglit be randered^ by nratoal fBrfta^* 
tioo, Tery aimilar hi thehr maanera and way of thinkings yet 
women endued with a fine diacemmenty who obaerved them 
doeely, would readily penetrate through their outward forma, 
latQ the native inclinationa and gifta^ characteriaieg their mindf 
a9d diatinctive of thi^ir country ; ao ea tor i:eoog^a0 what apep 
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ximoimmui treasure nature had partkidailf pi^JJayeial 
tlMon toiMek, «ad to ^iaerimiMite the aoaanplMMeala to the 
aeqniitiM ef wUek tkey luid been ttiaMlated by ike exiuM- 
pie of foreigBen. 

They would sometinieffy prohably, digest thefar obtenratioBa 
•n these matters into a themey to whieh they woidd attaA 
nsefid reflections on the wise designs of aatnre. It shenld^ hy 
nomeansv howoTer, bereqniredof every woman belengia^to 
these asylmnsb who had seaeived psimiaiian t# tmeeliSaLm 
fcrai gn eonntry, that aim sh enM hsing haak fasnrai 
uaeftJ iiiHn matlan rehthreiy t»the ehaanshsr ef Iss 
*SaA a requisition oonld only enoonrage in lier malignant pr^ 
jndicesy and an ill natured, gomiping inqmsidrenessi into tim 
prtTnte affurs of those fereignars who liad hospitably wel- 
/senmd Imr to their oonntry. AU thfit should, he enpeetnJ af 
her iss that aha shimld iwndnat hasaalf amonsr 

eonntrywonmn ; that she should retnm good, anafleetad, 
nimiSnmlng to her natite land ; iMid that die sboald alwnys be 
prompt to render jostice, and to express her gratitude to the 
country where she was well reoeivedy withonty at the 
•iimey feeling the interest, whi<A she had formerly been 
tomed to take in the prosperity of her own, in the least 
nlshad«(«) 




NOTE TO THE EIGHTH CHAPTER. 

fSte page ^5e.J 

(«) fit iwiMwins tlM tpiaiim tint wwnen Mnt tbrwd iolo (6nign 
— im htmM^ inrtiwaiy to try <• frntrntin His wMm «r<lNh>eimt 
I^ngtimm4finriniMitatiMi»n b m faiwfcmt Mthim atsa »mto 
.clMrith wilUn thma fllrons* pAtriotle sftotimfl» Oa tht cootniTk I iMh 
apon It M • w«n«n*s boiiBdaida^» when tlM laarriM • forctsMr, t» mtir 
fuUy into his patriotic, poUic iplriL It la neeetmy that ahe da aa^ ta slva 
Urn metgy to make all tha aacriifoea dna to hia oonntry, ahould ha ba la- 
cUned, to let tender, domeatio aflfectiona take too great an aaoendency over 
hfan; and aha ooght, by aeoondinf hia Intentlona, toehaar him amidat tbcae 
^asrllioe^ vhoold ha hare flnunem todatermine to aiaka than, atw thanfh 
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iflfit AmM to Iband la hia fionny to topporl Um in Ik reio- 
algkly pnlnUy tos^ « dMaos tfai^ givt «p iMr 
esmitry witkgriBit pmy i rtl ^ to wtMil i rt ll iif i j^ l wi iafewign Iwwef if 
tmt. But iMvcriboiildwoiiieiictlwfli^tliej nay adopt anodMroiNiiitry,!^ 
f0C tMr oifi^ IMT »q|^ Ihe snOaUedftty wli^ 

IV7 <io n^ Uk« meoy ooeapy the principal Uoe In perpetipating a haaaXfy, 
nor are they, like them, the main piUan of their ooimtry. But it belongp to 
theae to ttl' up ttoee intentioei wUeh <he to«^ partial aflecUens of men to 
their;««n tenHy or eoimtry art apt tooccaaion. They ought to atody to 
a pfra p gh ftmoB^' to ftiBily»«nd equntry^to oo«ntry, ao that the pride taken hy 
me%fviMrfmA]iatfiMi«r.mec,flhdvldhaaaAened; ao^oertainly^toaadi 
» dgpy p^toiBediiide the eooeeDtiated oneify, whieh ie esdled in them hy 
a peculiar intereet ^ hut aa lar aa mlgl^ be neoeenry to allow of their regard- 
ing all ih<lr ooontrymen aa brothen, and of their ainoeraly loring all man* 
kind as th^ feUow-ereaturea. 

* 

But It Is nofenongh that women be thus governed by kind alRKtlons for 
aB Aalnanan radA. Eflisctnally to aoften nen'a di a poellhwit they ahonld, 
whawitfifc^BWaiian to daing aoptaaaoto itoatfi ^ppejr aotod » oa >y ntuMhr 
nemkna nj^trwaalfti-laaa iubolliuU and BMum vaoiid iiDi thnlr' mnwiiirTi • than 



^1 a wmfd, when they enter by ma^ageinto a toeign bond of potriotian^ 
er into a atrange famllyi they should still leave no doubt of afleedon tnr 
tiMir own country and kindred being impressed, indelibly, on their mind. 
Bath, aa affection should not make them hiea/tate to engage their hiiubande to 
do tlM^dttty, eren though It should fbroe them to wago'hootllllles againdl 
the eljtola of IMr early tore; baVitshould teaehCbem topenmadethem to 
aeoan^iah anch a eruel duty aa noUe aaladlBd men» aubUmely aurmonatiag 
thehr teadar ayiapflhie^ fmd. not «a proad .barbarUoBb fniifapabla of feoliag for 
ttaaa whom they were bound to treat aaeneaiiea. 

£Ta7 ooe^ perhaps feda that a woman behaToa In a revolting manner, 
wbo^ if her husband be engaged in a contest with her father or brother, 
warmly cepousee his animosity. Instead of deploring the occasion of it, even 
while the doee not attach blame to him. In like manner, a women aeti'nn- 
natarally, who dodb not algh at aeeing the land of her adoption, by marriage^ 
at war withhernative ooe» though it atfll faaeoBoa her to eachDrt harfcna. 
>bMai toia Aiajfatikfcf iiialidiii^ wahniilyihboeaatryla egiao. 
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GHAPTBR IX. 

HUSBANDS AND WIVES SHOULD BE LEGALLY FREE 
TO DISPOSE OF THEIR PROPERTY. 

The description which I have already given, of the evils 

resniting from the possession, by hosbands, of a legal right 
to appropriate to themselves a wife's ibrtmiey and die firsts 

of her industry, sufficiently esrplahis the gromids on wMeh I 

have formed the opinion that I now express, namely : tbat a 

wife's pecuniary resources, and her efforts to maintMU herself 

by the exercise of a branch of industry, ought to 1^ exempted 

from a husband's legal controL 

It is evident, that if it be requisite that a wife sImniU be 
allowed the independent enjoyment of her worldly suJUtance, 
justice also demands, that a husband shonld be eqoally fi«e. 

Under the system of society of which I am tracing asketcb, 
there should, therefore, be no marriage settlement whatever. 
Each party should keep at his own disposal, the portion of 
wealth that he brought to the maintenance of their common 
establishment. The only provision made by the law for as- 
suring a certain portion of it to his wedded partner, w«ndd be 
in the case of his dying intestate. 

A husband, whether in reference to the arrangement* of 
housekeeping, or to the direction of some' commercial bnainesa 
which he and his wife might superintend in common, would 
enter into an agreement with her similar to the one whi^ he 
would make with any other female,— such as a mother or ais- 
ter^—with whom he might» in regard to worldly affuny be 
joined in a like partnership.(a) 

Sttch a,total dissevering of ihe matrinonial. tie frooa legal 
pecuniary restraints, would, as a gmeral mle^ leave the Ims- 
band much the more powerful party ; which the fiat of nstiire 
decrees that he shall usually be, let tho legislator take wbat 
precautions he may to insure independence to the wife. 

But it would tend to make the sense of his freedom, and 
of his marital power, act so naturally within him, as to awaken 
in him a generous sentiment of honour, and inspire him with 
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9M ivaaHmUe vesoltttioii ever to extend a tender,, affectionate 
protection to his more feebly helpmate* 

He would also find in her a diligeat aMMMsiate, in regard to 
all Aose employment! in which she conld assist him. 

I beliere, that in a well ordered society^ matters might bo 
brought to that point, that girls would often be sought, prin« 
dpallj, in marriage, for their known habita of application to' 
eUgible, industrious caUings.(6) 

Parasto would, at all events, frequently train their girls to 
thft ecBerdfeo of skill and industry, when they would know 
that they were thus securing to them a provision, of which ^ 
worthless or extravagant husband could not, without thei^ 
consent, deprive them. 

Such a husband, taking advantage of his wife's affection^ 
might sometimes engage her to aliment his vices with the 
fruit of her industry* 

But where a laborious woqian suffered heiself to be duped 
out «f her hardly won earnings, by her tenderness for an un- 
deserving husband, she would bear, without being ^spose^ 
angrily to repine at it, with the indigence which she would 
thus draw on herself. 

Nor would she experience any of those heart breaking 
ffig a of bitter indignation, at the thought of being shame^ 
foliy oppressed, which often corrode the mind of the hapless 
wife who sees hexialf thrown a helpless burden on a man that 
miMtying sqwodera in vice their livelihood, while she is de- 
nied the power of obtmning, by her own exertions, an inde- 
pendent nuuntenance. 



NOT&8 TO THE NINTH CHAPTER. 

(ja) Tas€ibiioa of wodtitfp at pretnit, In rMpect to nsrriaso* Hcms to 
• to te sradaallr tandlos wum and mofe towards oonaideriDg It a cirn 

nii i% I think, a gnat mlitafce; for it ought, aa I apprehend, to be 

R 2 
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treated, more than It Ia« m a lolemn rcllg^ooi cqmOMb^ with wUdh tie 
cItU power ought to intermeddle hat Uttlt. 

It iitrne that the mcrrhige tow mutbe hold in gnmt rctereoee in a ^iD 
cooetituted dVU eodety $ it la alao tnu^ m I thibk, thatthe temporal andM- 
ff tteo bearing role oter each a aodetyy ought to etody the natiTO ditpealtloDe 
of itammhenb for the aake of adi^ting to them the kwawliidi they wmM 
^naot for ita goremment ; and that they ilioiild not Immediately derit^ them 
from the doctrinea of religion. ' 

Kovirthelee% dril Ulw, without the aid «f rcUgldn, can do toolilqgto^ 
wardaperfteting the Tirtue of natlona* 

Both ragard theamelioradon of Ae human heart, and the l—p i w ai w it 
tf homan aodetlea. In lhr#arding thiae o^leetB thereianpain^ Ithiak, 
where they oome In aontasta 

When they do, the law of men onght, vaspectfallyv to retire before «he 
word of God, and do nothing but what ia raqtiieitay humbly to mark i«i 
approbation of lit de c r e e a. 

If H mix elTil ii^anctioaa wiik dlTina command^ it only adulMaatm oar 
motlTe% tat yleUUi^dbedienoe to thehtter, and leeaooa tin menaMtt tai- 
preeelon which they ought to make on aa. 

The pof&t at whioh the bperatlona of revariad rdiglgn and thoaa of the 
tMi law ooma in oolUalonlathat of matrimony;, thia ia a point which liia 
to oaittptoteiyatthafamdatlonof aoeJaty, that if the law of man aalmow- 
ladga the pro-eminenoa of that of God in the artlda of marriage^ it may 
aanaa adoArenoe for It to characteriae all Iti Inatitutioni^ tlioagh It aaould 
tham to oar r e ap and with thanatife conatitation of man. 

The legidator, to let it appear that he reelgna eotirdy to rdlglan tka pre* 
ddenoy OTW marriage, ihould Ibrbear, at nradh aa the care of ttrmly ajfcild 
ing'tha &bric oif aodety permitted him, ftom abrldgii^ tim Ubmtjf af maiw 
ried coupler eonaidared aa memberi of the atal% an aflpaant of tha baaid 
imitliig them to each other. 

Inatead, therefore^ of reaigning the wife, aa thoi^[h aha wore a daT^ into 
bar huaband'a power, he ehoold leave her equally free aa aha had been pr»- 
▼iooa to her marriage, to diapoee of henelf and fortune. 

He ehould, prindpaUy, mark the cognlaance that ha takaa of the 
meat contiacted by her, by proring that ha reapecte her fiur It, and 
to make it advantagcoua to her; he dhoold, therefore^ beaidm aUotdi^ 
a certain portion of. bar huaband'agooda in caaa ha dim withoat a wi^ ai 
tlon her aammptlon of hie name^ and give to her ohildrifi eoMtderahIa 
rogatlve% diatingniahiqg tham Ihnn pamma bom without the atala of 
hNsk. 

Huabanda and wives. If they be filled with low, aecular prlne^ei^ 
Ing their mutual oonnexion,<^whlch they Will be, if they look on It 
aa a dvU ooatraat|-«wiU be obnoodoua to a fedlng of irkaomcnaea^ 
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the pawrtant jn^mrt of tbelr dudn, and they will. In oooatfunoBf tkktt oC 
wmA •Cher's eompui j. 

To engage them to ddlght for erer, fai die hooi nnMng thoB, « ti^mif, 
ttWhne elevaAioii ehoQld he glren to their eentimentib of * nafton to iadMi 
to ooniider each other in a r«pBetfi|l» lacred light. 
XUi caft ev) J ha done hjT yw| e hf«) f tl>ai| to jivn the fear of God eantU 
Vfevf t%dr efM^ and, U^ gartJcnlar, hy aecattomI|ag them to look 
thwiraifpfiaiViyoir ai f i9bI||j(W«^ aD|ifniieDt^ fontr^cted loleinnly In hk 
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(6) ChUdrea ^^fould not he n^gleet^ on aeeopnt of the fhllga^ hiiiy 
li1i aa> d ontteiratothertoattond,dUIgeatly, to aaaaa ipeeiie hiwineafc It 
la wdl kaowa that when a woBun »lar the aahe of heing, in the end \Mfliol to 
ch H d w n , engagee fai aoA a hnafiwaa^ aha finmmdwlj inlaa tham amcli 
MtoMfly, «an aha w«il4 do^ had aha kina Ibr aa«toBtf|r tedtfif 
•■d heingaeeapled ahovt them. 

A ytfTf indp^tdoiM yiiipian 1% yiwtlnMi^ fintat vriaolpK ■««)««« « Imt 
from wffclpg tea aaooy'aad in tooarUttary » jfrnMuyu, to form 
toh|i|MaUiD0hcroim. 
BotiriMfa ehe la cpHghtflnad enangh to avoid thia cmr» aha 1% oaaaUy, 
tanaihaUa for hai^g a taodov warmly attached wICi aod aaother. 



0HAP1VR X. 

KOTWlTAiri'AimDCtf TRS DTDBPSUDflllT FOirSR AC^OOB^PSD lO 

"^ivvi (Hrn Timm worldly F088Battoiii» mcp onbb 

WOULD BB LB88 TBMPTBD^ THAV THBIT ABB AT F^BSBMTy 
TO >BBBL4TB WIXH ARB60AX€B TO A HUWAMD. 

« • * 

* 

If m^M(i 9|erer to rQm«^a «^«>late xniitresses of wbatever 
•hare ef fortoae had been coBtributed by thefli» to the sif^port 
of B ooBJagil eatabliahmenty they would fometimes, it may 
be preMnned,4>e mnch richer than their hnabaads, aad, if ar- 
rogBody faicllnedy woidd keep them ia a very hamiliatiag state 
of aBbjeetion to their caprices. 

I do Bot believe thati under the system of goyerment that 
1 am depicting, the hereditary fortane of the wife would, 
near so ofteB as it does aow, exceed the wealth of her hus- 
baad. 
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Where industrious habits w'ere general thronghoat the na- 
tion, riches would more he equalised among its members, and 
those beoonung habits wonld generally subsist in men, if they 
were commonly exhibited by women. 

' Eathers woidd, therefore, seldom giro to their daughters 
such a fortune, as that the knowledge of having it at dieir 
command^ could make them consider diemselvee independent 
«fnliusbaad. 

Industrious fJMSulties are what would principally be effident 
in bestowing power ; which circumstance would cause the bus- 
Jband to wield by far the greater portion of it ; the wife would 
.seldom make her industrious faculties ayulable, otherwise 
.than by exereisuig them beneath the husband's superinten* 
4ieno^ and in sidiordinatioii to 1ms general plan for the con- 
4net of his affiurs. 

But even where the wife was in possession of an aflueace 
far exceeding that of her husband, she would not be near so 
much inclinedi as I understand rich irites are now, to assume 
to a wedded lor^, an imperious tone, and to refuse allowing 
him the free use of her riches. 

As women would be trained to the mwagement of weighty 
aSurSy and habituated, from early childhood, to listen to r*- 
tional, enlightened cpnversatimi, their intellectual fowen 
would be sufficiently strong and firm, to carry to full matu- 
rity, the magdanimous sentiments implanted in thmr mbid. 

Their respect for society would, more than it does at pre- 
sent, make them desirous, by an exemplary conduet^* to 
merit its approbation. They would more feel with awe^ tiiat 
they were under its inspection, and more be exdted, by the 
hope of obtaining from it flattering rewards, to deserre its 
good opinion. 
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CHAPTER XL 

* IN ASSIGNING TO WOMEN HONORARY REWARDS^ HUSBANDS 
SHOt7LD BE TREATED WITH THE UTMOST 0BFEBBNCB ; 
AND TittBlR CHARACTER BE TAKEN GREATLY INTO CONSi- 
»SRATIOir. 

Thmight I tlHRky ihat'gitosl good might onsiie froay Ike 
cMidoasy wdl timed iatrodoiotton; of «lch a cbmige into oi|r 
«iril eodeof ]aws» as should kiave wiresy as for as ph^skal 
comCnts and prosperity were cfoncemed, in absolate l^gal 
independence of their husbands, the case would be werf diffe- 
rent in repaid to those honbnuy reWaids to which, I think, 
' wiMnen ought to be allowed to as]^re. 

As these shoald only be &mfenedf by society, on women 
distingdished for their moral excellence ; and, as the principal 
social duties of a wife, relate to her husband ; not only should 
his censent be requisite towards her acceptance of some ho- 
nourable post, but it should not be offered to her, if his charac- 
S«r were net, like her own, highly respectable. 

Thosgh a wife cannot be responsible for a husband's fenltg, 
yel^ since it is sujQ&ciently proved that where a girl marries a 
man whose character is estimable, it does not commonly, if 
iier befaavidir to him be tender and rational, deteriorate after 
his anion with her ; in most oases, where the wedded partner 
ef an amiaUe woman appears unworthy to possess her, we 
mi^ fairiy presume that she is not entirely free, either from 
the «rror of having been wanting to him in the dutiful, win- 
ning behaviour becoming a wife ; or else, from that of having 
exhibited, in espousing him, an indiscreet precipitancy, per- 
haps an imjustifable wilfulness* 

All these surmises of something having been wrong on her 
part, may certainly be unfounded, but still, as it is impossible 
for the guardians of the morak of society, to arrive at a full 
assnranoe of their being so, in a matter so delicate, and which 
so much eludes the public eye ; it is far better that the woman 
whom they select as being worthy to receive, from them, 
marks of honour, shall, besides appearing to them wise and 
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irs^roadnUey be surrotinded by a domesUc order of tbii^gi, 
of m Batnre to testify, that her witdom and good oondnct have 
been eSectoal to produce the happiest resolts. 

' "The wife who» by her own demeanour, merita weD to le- 
oaite, from die goardiana of society, some honourable tokena 
laf their Jipprobalion, will not suffer from them a great hard- 
ship, though they refuse to accord them to her, on account of 
her husband's misoondnet. 

As the attention of all tiM tedMdnab around h^ wfli ke 
'iAisemmdy fixed on her, she will readBy peroeive» tha% at 

'teart, thsy pity and admite her, though an'IniperatiTO t^tga- 

' latibrt makes them decline lavishing on her any public demon- 

' siration df esteem. 

Her own delicate feelings will hinder her from widiin|f that 
they should ; for no unfortunate wife, deserrhii^ of tenderaeaa 

• and eompussion, would wish to hate her yirtues s^guilind to 
the notice of the public, if her husband's conduct dishonoured 
Um* 

' " A» to those married woibeu^ to whose election to some bo- 

'iiourable, important office^ there was no moral impediment» 
and on whom the dtoice of the seniors anthoriied to dispose 
of it, fell, we may rest assured that the obligatieu to obtain 

'B hasband'is permiesidn to accept of it» would net bo Iho 
slightest bar to their doing sor 

Besides that the seutiinent aii honour woidd act fiedy ia 

•the breast of every respectable man» engaging him to ^Mfy, 
by his sanction^ n wife's laudable ambition, hulBbands would 
really be as much flattered by the honourable trust reposed in 

' k consort, on account of her acknowled|ged worthy aa ahe 

' would be hm0lfj(ay - 



KOTE TO THS ELEVENTH CHAPTEB* 

fSeepagt 264.) 



(a) Though hnafnndB do uol teem to um at dl idii^ hy SHItttetv 
itsodlqgin sb ImhiM mutaue, infk to the puUU^ «• llie saly mm tf Ak 
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|w« Tokooalii In oonimliNi with It, and to taUigy mAdft oa tfcmiili iiiU» 
•fl« of wiady oonduetiiig a wife ; tboHgh natme Mems tp me to qpaUfy 
t]icaq» ill for beiqg Ker exduaire giiidci^ yol^ when the Tlgilui^ eye of the 
.directoro of wladj oisu^zed sodal inatitatioiis pieroee heyond the hoebond 
to take oognSaanoe of the wife'e eonductt and that they keep In their own 
handa the nMane of hooonhly neompeiiaing her for well doing» hoebando 
apfoar to no to be admirably coutltttted for seconding their derigna. itngft 
Tkoy dmin^ I thfail^ nothing better,— aa wSk be yet amply proved hy 
Mpei'iinv than to put their marital authority In abeyanee^ and to with- 
dmr thimawlim aaid% th«l n wl^ may otand naihadowed Ibrth to tho 
obewaSlea of aoeiety* and that ita influenoe may lUly epeme on her 



ThiadiepoiitioQ tfaery appear to ma |o odaoe eten at preemtj for tho 
Athlon which provaUa among them of taU^g no notice^ In aoeietyy of a wifi 
and of girinig theauelvee little oonoem abont her mode of diqioeing of her 
llm%'80amstama topbooeadframthewoihingaof natnn^ myaterionely ang. 
^aithif to thaaif Uiat tiny oi^ht not to prevent her comteg In direct contact 
with ^ 9pinhn^ ^t aodety. 

Ware ovr dril Inetltatlotte ao happily modelled aa rightly to form that 
epinlopy an^ canae kta Influence on married women to produce exodlent 
fruity iht diepdetUon of huabanda to allow it a free action on tiieir character, 
woold dien he m^odlcally unfolded, and regulated by prlnel^le. 

Tliey would not, aa now> caraleody ahand e n a wifo to the fanpraerioM 
4m hm mfaid by the apiniona of aodety ; while thegr wa pe mf i iH y for- 
ohtrading thi^nailtea on tfw notice of the grafo^anoaagea who obaarrad 
her with an Intention to act her oondnet, ahoold It he highly maritorioui^ ki 
* ^^% l^TRpv to render It honorahly oouplcnoue^ they would anzioudy,pr»- 
ftt ojr.thclr aecendency oirer . her way of thinking, to cauae her fear of tho 
opinion of these personages to produce on her character effecta tending aocu- 
lat^, to ensure to her their full approbation, 

I hnve had frequent opportunity toobeerre^ that where a married Woman 
Is iaamediately engaged in some important aifidr with raapaotable persons^ 
^Ithlisr hy donwatlc tia%' and that it iaher intereia to please 
hnabaad'apodtlan la ftvoasaUa tohia being the very hsatcounael- 
ahacanoonsult^ 

Though he does not usually come forwardy without urgent neoemlty, di« 
veetly to interfere In the matter, he has a lively sense of its heing aa intl« 
matdy hia co n cern as his wife's. 

ibe Is^ ako^ equally ansdous to prereilt littr heing guilty of ttky 'wnmg 
pfoeaodlng towarda the pardea vrith whom die haa dealings, aa to liindtr 
her o fcp erlen ei ng from Iham any li^uatloa. 

Tlw cenasquenoa li^ thiM ha uaaally Inatnwtahw how to tnaaaobbtHlnam 
eriih ahsBa lAoa eanltablab ■^****'""*"" " asannir. 

IthfHiian '"•'^^^^ thai l^tha lamadkle rdatlima of mazricd 
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with ndcdjr, had rtgtilWi fimporttiit bearings iMr boAaiidfl wwM, wMk 
anKiouatendenMH^ thmigli with ddleato vmtm, exert their powerfiil fai- 
flumoe over them, for the aahe of engaf log them, by their rational, wIr, 
oondnet, to eoiiTert thoeo relationt int^ oourom yicMinig them honeriMi 
' tcetimoni— of' oniTcreal eeleem. 



CHAPTER XIL 



THB PERSONAL AMBITION OF MOTHERS^ IF JUDI- 
CIOUSLT GRATIFIED, WOULD MAKE THEM FULFIL 
THE BETTER THEIR MATERNAL DUTIE& 

Bnt, snpposing it to be trae lliat bosbuids oould be andnoel 
to a|iprove of their wires being charged, by society* with 
honourable and useful avocations, fitted to put them more im- 
mediately in relation with the public, than do fiumly duties, 
it still remains aqnestion, whether it would be advisable to 
kindle in mothers, who ought to be occupied in trainiiig their 
childiea, a fiame of personal ambition* 

A proudi domineering, selfish ambition, Is a paesion so 
natoral to all mankind, that etren maternal feelniga have been 
'frequently known to g^ve way before it. 

In proportion to the number of women in whom aa ambi* 

tion of this kind was kept alive by circumstances |Hropitions 

eo ity many appear to have evinced that a tenacious attachment 

to the ei»rcise of power, triumphed, in them, over the love 

.of their children. 

Far be it it from me to wish, that smdi a kind ef poeonai 
ambition should be excited in the breast of mothers, aa would 
be likely to distract their feelings from their offiipriag, and 
lessen their tenderness to them. I am so little inclined to 
advise such a measure, that I even conceive that we have no 
right to impose duties on a mother, which she cannot well 
.fiilfil, without neglecting her children. More particularly, i 
think, that we ought not to charge her with such as uaturaUy 
tend to keep her arrogantly wrapt up in the idea'4if her own 
importance. Nature marks, sufficiently, that a mother is her 
* children's property, and we ought scrupulously to leave iter 
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wOf mider tiicli r^giilalioiw» ttowerer, as shall betl teod to 
make her a wbe iuatmelor and aooduog oooaolatioii to therau 
Now, I think, that we shall most effeetually promote thia 
desirable end, by keeping alive in her breast a gentle, calm 
sentiment of personal ambition^ perfectly harmonising with 
her 'natemal feelings. 

- Thb sentiiMBt shonld be of a natww constantly to remind 
her that, in order to be useflil to maakiiid, an ornament to 
her eonntry» and an honoor to her children, she must condncS 
herself wisely in her mode of educating them, as well as in 
every other respect. 3he ought not, therefore, to be entitled 
to fill any of. those posts, reserved for women worthy of re- 
ceiving marks of pnblic approbation, till she had been several 
yean manMI; that she was no longer involved in the minnto 
details of nursery cares ; and that she had conducted the eda- 
cstion of hor children sufidently forward, to make it evident 
to the wise guardians and counsellors around her, that she 
was directing it on a plan perfectly in accord with the princi* 
pies regulatiiig the naitionid institutions ; on one that was pro- 
■lidng flur to render her diilA'eii valuable acqniiteionato 



A mod, hut constant movement of personal ambition in 
lier breast, the gnitillcation of which would depend on an 
exemplary discharge of her maternal, as weD as other domes- 
tie duties, would have great force to raise her above thoee 
petty, private views, by the constant contemplation of which 
methen are ao much tempted to lose all public spirit* 

It would also enable her to address, to her chUdivn, a 
powerful plea to engage them to do honour to her, by their 
eottduet: when they would learn that the opinion formed of 
tiiem by the public, would greatly serve to decide it, either 
to bestow on their mother some honourable token of esteem, 
or to withhold it from her, they would fed doubly stimulateii 
by the deaire to act so as to merit universal respect, and 
prove that they had received an excellent education^a) 
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NOTB TO THE TWELFTH CHAPTBR. 

' («) Chndnn, wtilfevtr thdr ptrenti Ifred, ougfcttp be altowei te %ep 
tliftt tlMjr mi|^t| liy noUa MlloiMb Immbm to b0ib» ikv oBBMiiMt «f dMir 
Mliif abowmmL Willi pwUio tHtfrnmiM #f boboWm I MHiM i^fmH^ wnir* 
sVCTt friadfily l» gtftog » luHkNi of Ibo Icliid of nfiiiMol iMtHmioiw Mf 
which the. fJiaiinliii! of wfmeoi oonridond In larloii* riyorfrtoPb 9B%bt te 
improYed to its ntmost 4egreo of fniocptibiUty ; I Ja4go ^hai if loiivd, ckv, 
principlflSy wen pat into action for ite improToment, the ooosidcratieB 
which the lalject desenree, would be bestowed on asootldning the fonn, 
la which iheie principles might be made to Veari widi ofital adrantoge^ on 
the ehancter of 



CHAPTER XIII. 



REMARItS, TOUCHING THE KIKD OV HOVOEAftt Eli. 
PLOTMENTO^ TO WHICH MARftlSD WOMEN SHOUtD 
BE ALLOWED TO ASPIRE. 

I shall not particularise the cirU or political Amctions lo the 
exercise of which married women m^hti properly, be rendered 
eligible : I belieTc^ that»— exoept the internal administration of 
of the hoi)s^8 of retreat* — ^thej nv|ght be> in it great measurey 
the same as thojBe conferable o^ single women* 

Where, indee4i Xhe functions» to Ihe disdu^rige of which the 
latter were allpwed to.fM^iiWy wer^ such as to demand that the 
persons entrusted with the exercise of them» .had Jong applied 
assiduously to the sedentary study of some particular depart- 
ment of knowledge, it could not be expected that wivee» auNr^ 
especially where they were .also mothers, should .often be qua- 
lified for the right performance jof them. 

« 

HoweT:er^ odfices which required their powjossor to be dis* 
tinguished by extensire riews of moral order, a sound jodg* 
ment, and a copious knowledge ef mankind, rather than by 
the habit of scientific labours, might often be rery properly 
filled by the mothers of a fiumerotts family. 
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ttihey had nfttitre good sense, the habit of attentirely watch- 
ing OTsr thcor ehOdfeii, in orfcr sktlfally to form their cha- 
meter, joined to thiit of frequently holding eonrersation with 
wen informed persons, might snfliee to gire them the neces- 
sary reqnirenients foir the right discharge of the dntite of snoh 
aaefioe. la dealing with mankind in the state of things of 
wUoh I now assmne the existence, our object wonld more bO 
to eottlfinn Aem in orderly dispositionsy than to punish grie^ 
▼ons tices ; and a mother who had succeeded In tmiirilig a nu- 
merous Offspring to the fidthfiily upright practice of l&eir ya^ 
rioQs duties, might, rery well, hare acquired, from experience, 
a clear Imowledge of the best method of wisely administering^ 
those blanches of the government, which would expressly bear 
on the point of malcing the love of virtue and good ordmr 
Kiga in the heart of her countrymen. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



THE BAOEKKBSS OF WOMEN, AND THfilR FRIENDS, FOR OB- 
TAINIMO HONORABLE MARKS OF DISTINCTION, WOULD NOT 

sxcrrs in the nation a fernjciodb spirit of intrigue. 

* < 

It women, are, naturally, so susceptible to the ambition Of 
wi^nitng honorable recompenses firom the ptrblie, that the hope 
ofdbtdning' them, even at a distant day, might be riendered 
very Influential to induce them early to submit to the govem- 
meilt of higli, orderly principles^ if a corresponding ambi- 
tion, relatively to their wives and mothers, could readily be 
awakened in husbands and children, then may it be thought 
tttt if Would l>e impossible to hold oiit honorable, public posts 
to wdttien, as prises to reward their viitdeis without setting,— 
toi^itiHb sake of securing them, to each female pretender,— 
soeh a restless spirit of intrigue afloat in the nation, as would 
soon entirely subvert the purposes for which such a scope had 
We. originiJly granted to women', ambition, and would fi. 
aally have the effect of vulgarizing their character. 

That fome jealousies and competitions wonld exist, res- 
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pectiiig the females wko.min^t hope to lie nmniiieted to tiicii 
posts, I make no doubt ; bi|t» I believe^ that in well consti- 
tuted societies, they might be prevented from indecorously 
brealuqg forth, or from displaying a greater degree of acti- 
vity,, than what would have the good effect of causing the 
social system to march with more energy, by engaging the 
persons the most influential in supporting good, national mo- 
rals, to watch, incessantly, for the maintenance, in full vigour, 
o( the principles from which the legislator first evolved th^ 
dispositions^ made for according to women some pplitical ex- 
istence ; and which decreed that none of the honorable rewards 
proposed to them, should ever be granted to their own or 
their friends' solicitation. 

There is in almost every country, and particularly in Ire- 
land, a deep, quickly alarmed, general sentiment of respect 
for women, which could effectually be taken advantage o^ to 
keep the wish of individual females, and of their friends, 
for the attainment, by them, of honorable distinctions, calm 
and pasnve« 

Women, themselves, would too well nndentaad the oonsli* 
tntion of female dig^nity, ever to seek to seise these disltBo- 
tions by force, or by address ; nor would husbands, and men 
in general, fail to inculcate on them the obligation humbly to 
wait till they were offered to their acceptance* Husbands, 
with whatever deep satisfaction they might see the merit of 
a bfdoved wife honorably signalised by the most revered meia- 
bers of the cenmianity, would still be restrained, by their 
native feelings of propriety, and even by their affsetiea far 
her, either from testifying their pleasure,— -in a manner humi- 
liating for persons less fortunate, — when they saw her csDed 
by the judges, appointed to reward female merit, to the en- 
joyment of some honorable distinction, probative of their 
high sense of hers; or from endeavouring to make the ho- 
nours which these judges had the power to bestow on hei^ 
devolve on her head, whesi they psiusired these to be ndiiied 
to pass her by in ikvmir of another. Under a dissf^intBient 
of this kind, they would comfort her by assurances of the high 
sense entertained by them of her worth, and by reminding 
her, that a wife thoroughly esteemed by her wedded lord. 
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on^t to rest Mitisfiodt tbonn^ her merit lay hiMm m the* 
tlndey fnm all tiie world beside. 

However, mder the system of things whteh I advocate, I 
judge that it would rarely or never hi^pen, that a tmiy res« 
peetable, nnezceptionable woman, would arrive at an advanc- 
ed age, without having received, from the guardians of society, 
a sure testimony of approbation, from being entrusted, by 
them, with the administration of some employment, whicJi 
would place her immediately in relation with a greater or 
lose portion of Ae community at largo.(a) 



NOTES TO THE FOURTEENTH CHAPTER. 

(See page ^l.) 

(a) TWgvnlMt otetade wliidi» m I i^prdiMid, Mold tabiiil iiii4« the 
aofliBljr in ^iMtioD, to a ^blie^ imptftU iwdfnhion nd 
ei ftanle morlt, !!«• in tkosa o T rngwi w u f«rtiiiMi tkat form 

I s WIO0 flwcls w ftaptfttdnfls Mid IntlwVf bsyondL' wbIwi wcy 
•top^ toaMSl with •yris wnA fnwtem who hmre no tamptatioB to msko 
f^ki/lr vffrM% ^ \tm A tr tht ilwlrt ttt ylfttr thirm 

Snoh ftrtoneothoiild, iheniefn, fwdj be found in Uie eomitry when tUe 
■pOCTilrtiea on a pkn of eoeial erdw were ledoeed to pmetice* 

It oeeBfl to meduit tlie heit wmy of goerdinf againat Hm nhdue moItiplU 
cntlflB of ibem U, for piiento to noenre to theueetvee tfw prtvilege of aiiee- 
lldy dlii^iiins hy wflof jhdr pwperty> W«o tUe meoeaM eAMlusI to 
to • MTV nnsil immher, the owoms of a nelowel tetaae^ we arfsbt 
thoee fterwooldeildem meet with adalMen; linee tiiepeK^ 
esMi witk whem tbef mif hi have deolinge would he too aneh aeemtoned 
to mm a manly, npright ton% to fenonnee it onany o o ie len We Bright 
hofo toe^ that thoee few eztnotdinarfly wealUiy poreone would catoh, hy 
eyn^athy, a genoNMu spirit from their aaMidatee; and, inalead ef aeaking to 
their eonntrymen by the employinent of ihdr rlehe^ ospend them 
aervlBMhle to tiie natifWi 

>of entaBinf eetateeoneldaraooe, woaM be liwin d an e h an o^ 
r to tiw iMBBMi of any attempt that.nii(ht bamade to vaalliothe 
eedalovder, whieh I h»e lay befoo the reader, that the expoeU 
of H nqniree me to toaeh on the erile remlting from the Ugal right 
wUchieoemmonlygianted tothefirstbemeonof men of landed propwty» 
to ishwit a ikther'e ertate^ 

The mulicnablc right of their eldest eons to be their principal heir^ has 




i7S BOOK ttt.^yt(iitm: C^iUR 

M if the ability to live in affluence^ withovt the mvlim «lf any |ab«r>M» 
mafit WM will* dtetinguiihed a n»bla from a wrvUe m^id. Tbe yvmg 
he|r« wlu> Jtoowa he Is to be eari«bed without eabmittiiig.toany toil, wiB 
not bend hit mind to it, and he quickly learns to take pride in his exopptisB 
firam the neoeesity of doing so» becauae every one around him ^ttcn hiar 
in a mode to imply that it Is an honourable distinction. From the belief 
that he does well to live in Idleness thi transition on his part Is short and 
natoraf to the adoption of the prindple, that he is entitled tf> Indi^ge all bis 
paariona. It wereneedlesi for me to desoant on the deplorable state of Jive« 
parable rain, into which the anlertainment of anch a fiitalnptfcm B Wws bh 
mind to iUl, the reader can well imsfine it : I ahall therefore oonfiiis ny- 
■df to obeerring, that onoe he makes it the rule of hie eondu^ he 
fouihabla §ut hia arrognoe, and hie ni^ast, hardOMarted 
Puffed «p with the Idea, that the working dasam are Indnatriooa manly 
that he may riot In abundance^ he ruina Vithoul coihpunction an honeit 
laboriona tradeaman, when It puits his cpnTenienee to take from him thear- 
tides he has prepared for eale^ and never to pay for them. 

Tbd girls to6^ In the fraalUss whamths fiithc# has' all «late dedfliiad to 
daaaaad antlnly to Ab eUkat aao ; am ramailBBd to ba pattJcwIariy 
toaaptivato ahvwry.anafriagB with>iriMto»'tnay 4J !a»i ifr .ti<am wfth 
wdfiirtrtaa^ baya*d ^rimt wdtaary cakniatiima pmm m m 4^(mk imktaft a 
tight toaapeet; they do not Ilka the Wtoofeaaterttiai 
humbler frmily establishment than that la whish 'tfaap Im 
aiad at the head of whidh, an elder biatfaar haa piaaadt er nmy naa day 
place a wife. Evta prevlcuaiy to hIa >ha«iag. aaleeled a coaaarti^tliena ia fr» 
^neatly a splxit of rivality awakeaad ia Jilaaiafa, afasafactly.<toaatod aaUhe 
aae wham he may aboaae. r 

ThnadotheyleBni'to sat an eaMJnaHa.^paiaa oai^aglfla af i|rtlma;to 
via eagerly with aaeh aCher in oeateadingi^fcrthaBi |» iai> to glvu^i 
withaat eeraple to lovers abnndantly paawatod «f tfta 
laaa their chaaaater auw bck 

Aa to the .yaoafar aoaa^ the aMml a tr aa tua a of AeSr mind la as 
•verthiawn, as that of their aldeet biather» ihy'-tfaa^ayalan af^jatttUaig 
him the father^a entire proper^. 

• lliongh ea wide a dUbreaee, on their arrlsal at a>an> eatote^ k toha«ato> 
bliahed In their pecuniary circumetancce^ . tfaa.yaiwgi r*aeae^ ^ wMia 
leanit aa much aa their aldeat brother, to bar laAited wWk vaaiMsr, aa^ 
prq|eetaaBaBeacpeBeiv«acala. If they aae tha heir, aaaae thaa 
theoljeet of lattariag atteatioae, thatdaea aotteadi theaato tiUakthat 
thelrpceteaalonaought to ba humbler than hia; itan^auriuatbam laekaf 
tohim witha-defenaoothatcaueeathemtobe the mew Irraalartbly iaduee^, 
by hie example, to launch into almilar foUlca^ aad ahaia all hIa ' piadlgal 
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Ko pnittdm dhrtlwjr dei^ to chooM, to wMch it would 1m htnm^ kirn. 
^Ukog: MiMpridMhltnMlf la tUnkingbeDCfttbhlm almost eTcryuseftd bfiii- 
MHthttBtyleemdaed with an Independent mind, tliey do the eame. 
N6UI7 depirtd, tlien, of reeomoes for eundog a UrelUiood, yet neoeedtated 
todilft §u thoneel^e^ and fiietering ^travagant propentltieiy they an lendy. 
to sen their oooadenoe to any powerftd protector who can proeore them what 
thay eonrider an honcnhle places 

Nor do tiiey &a to be fiiwnlng aycopliants to the governing powfr% nnkm 
tiuy be urged turbulenUy to oppooa them, by speeuiations on the means of 
Utt pnmotlng their privato interests. 

Una does the example of the upper ranks spread, throughoat all classes 

0^ ^ mnmnnltyi a proneness to idleness, and to dissipated, corrupted 

moiais. 

FathsiB can ranly retain due authority over the aons^ who have a kgal 
^^ tOMoosed to themin thepossession of a eonaldenible property. Should 
tiuy, as they grow op^ endeavour to prove to them, by narrowly limiting 
tiMtr svpciissi^ that they are still in their power; crafty usorera are ready. 
to >tep forward to oIEbt to compensate their niggardlinsss. 

^ i(MV as the aon, en whom the Bither's estate is entailed, Is loo young, 
to sdiait.of hia JeakHisly attribating to him an eager longing to step into 
Uapfam^ htiahimsslf often flattend by Imddng onhischild as awealthy 
lH^>aadheaiihaBribaawUliBgly toUobeingTCared in hablto of ootsntetioa' 
•odvmity. 

He sanatkaa hitt in the antertahunent of the notion, which all his atten- 
daatseswplra to commaaicato to him^ that it becomes him to proportion 
Ui tsstei Ibr "ff*^ not to the income whldi, as an elder eon, he may rea- 

« 

•naUy tipeet to ff^gy, Int to the wealth that Is to devolve on him on his 
biker's demise. As he grows up therefore, he pcrcdvee his latber's life to 
be an sbalaele to hia e^}oyment of the supreme good, in the anticipation o^ 
wWch, hia imagination haa always been taught voluptuously to bask. He 
'ma in nansiignemie the revolting opinion, that father and son cannot en- 
J0f liA at the same time ; so totally are affioctions^ truly lovdy and agre^ 
>Us tea iae system of order, obliterated ft«m his mind, that the greatest 
''icHiiig whidh a virtuoop man can commonly enjoy on earth, that of hav- 
^ long lived parents^ is looked on by him, at least in regard to his fother, 

Xhsa^ frosB the abova-msntioned reasons, I conclude that the usage, 
of mtiiling a Other's estete on his eldest son, is a drying grievance, highly 
<fetimimtel to thonatioaal morality ; I do not disapprove of the ambition of 
>»te» who hav« iBherlted ftom thsir aaeestora a certain landed property, to 
Cnnmiltlt ondiminlshod to an eider son. 

A gsneral mMrimj that prsvades the plan of this work, bids me respect 
'Tffy ^ttog» or appannt pavjudioe^ common to mankind, of whatever ills 
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it «Miy, wlkoi Mndlf yi^ldedtKs be tibi«BlvM, tf ft W fboni to W temM 
dc^^ree'the root fff a li%hy hanoanMe prlndpl* ; Aw, In tiat CMe^ I cmdadit 
%i %» he waumg tlM mffral fetUng* wMcb aatvn ham gl«<Hfr f* flMB» witli ■ 
flew to y ^ ^ ^ tfcwn, wknt ttwy an vi^tlf ^MtpUiied, to fOag widi 
itoidy attadtaMit to tiie rdgBaf a virtwma aad luypy aider ofgawtn- 

Tbb maxim. In Ita appUcation to the main tofle «f llw preiait Aeaf- 
itoBy mnotlaos tlbe oplnkn, Ihat Ae t inllm ant, wMch prwapt a tiie proprie- 
ton of kdd, to deriiv Ihat bdn dMten In their awn ftanflieBy maj I«ng: 
■noceeelvely repreeent them, hj inheriting tfielr eetotee^ deeerrea to he r»- 
peoted ; ainee nature haa wiAely fllapeaad'tlia men who pfMa 
a lafty eaUnoH a u, to AerUh the netfan, that the ftTannd 
Telna are filled with patrician blood, ooght to be rendered, bj the nofikncat 
of their way of thinking, firm and lofty anpporta of the aodSal system. 
Kature also teaches indiyldoals of the lower orders^ to assent to dbe Ugh 
pretendons of men of a distinguished parentage, Utt the deftrenee with 
which they look up to the members cf ancient AoniHes, and the faidlgnatlun 
that they feel on witnessing any shameful errors committed by them, de- 
pose for their b^ing taught by nature to bellere, that the ezampla of tbe 
great ought to render rirtue lovely and attractive to persona of a mean con- 
dition. 

According to my conception then, of the good whidi ml||ht be taught 
to leault from the nourishment of some aristocratic pride In andent Ikml- 
lles, those who daim a descent firom a long Una of M^-bom aseeslfln, 
ought to be Imbued profoundly witii the sense of being the first perasRs 
called upon, by the dignity of their nature, to rlae snperfor to all tiiose 
Tulgar passions, the Indulgence of which, prevents men flnmn bd^ nsdb^ 
honourable members of sodety. 

But, after that they had been excited to a pralse-wortiiy oondncl, in efder 
that the people to whom they bdonged, might be entitled to cneomloms, 
as forming a virtuous, truly happy nation, their Inferiors dkOuM be engaged 
to Imitate thdr laudable example. As the lower dasaea compoae hy mndi 
the greater part of mankind, the system of laws and eustoma tke most 
improving to them, is the one most deserving of veneration on aeoannt of 
its utility. Wars the pretendons then of the nobility, to deaorto Ibr anpe- 
rior to thoae of the commonalty of mankind weD founded, nBittttligmbi^ 
would still deplore the respect paid to their high descent, did It l y p a ai tibat 
the reverence with which humbler dasaea surveyed andent flanlHaay led to 
their despising themsdvee, and becoming In consequence vulgar and oan- 
temptible. 

But the inspiration, to the representatives of a distinguished Una af an- 
cestors, of a generous, aristocratic sentiment, fitted to eommunicato a true 
grandeur to their character, would not have, for the spirit of tiie lowv or- 
dcn, such a blighting effect. 
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l^fh^l^mf^ tVi a Ugb blrdk demanda In Va^ wlio can bopafi of il» 
a pecnliar.nobUitj of aoul, dcganeraUs, ip. the uppar ranl^a, into an Uiao* 
lent, Tain glory, then dp the persons in an obscure sphaiv, beeoniing dig a- 
aeiate alw^ oommonly sigh with mortification on anrreying Ihehr lowly 
conditioa^ and they are tempted to look up to their l^aghty sayeriors, with 
cnTy and alject feelings of servility, fiat the case la very diflSerent wkea 
menof a l^gh rank are filled with an enlightmed, honoraUia aeniimen^ 
erhich delerminea them to be generona protecton to their poocer bcothrent 
and firady to aiyiport the system of national order, by a wla«» libenl* as* 
cmplaryesndiict. 

Xbende thoeaj^oeinr biatl^en prove thai thqr v«%BMd by nature raadi. 
Ijr to imbibe^ fin^m Uieir s^jfnUaat upright principles, and adivt them to 
their own pecoUaraituation. With admirable fadU^, they, separate the 
MenUal subftanoe ^ the virtnea wM^h warm their heart% from the aod- 
festal advantaceoua drcumatancea that give them an opportunity to exerdae 
timn widi grant efliBct; and ^ey peroeiva that^ by deeply implanting similar 
▼iitoes in their own mind, they may become equally respectable, though 
khejr do not fiU nearly so conspl^cnona a atatioo. They ar^ th^Brafoxa^ too 
< ^ sn o pS|- ■ liuinenly lyraking of their own native dignity |o be wlUlngw 
•tjtctlyt to ^wn. on the moat exalted of their &Uow-crealnraa* Nor ara 
Utey inclined to envy the kind patron, who, profitting of hia more coupman^ 
iag sitwatioiv d(Oea hia otmoet to protect than from the disasters vhiclit 
•wiagto thdr humble station, t^y have it not alwaya in tbei^ power to 
ward off liain themselves : the emulation that prompta them to Tie with hlni» 
ia mtiiidy Attracted to. the o^ect of pcoving their mind to ba asgreal aahla; 
and tbey axaoooadoua thM ^o l^et testimony whic^ ^hey can lUl^rd of itn 
Uadnd worthy oonslafa in their replying* by the moat devoted attachmoittQ 
bitsar?iei^ toUiegenerouacpnoeni tluktbo.takeainthairv^^ 

They an alao proud of marking their nature to be congenial to bi% by 
cnctiflg thamart^'^^ aa iar aa ciivumstanoea admit of their do|ng so. Into 
itady supporta. of the asiating system of aoclal order, though it be one 
which doqppa thein to rest in obacurity t nay, th^ have a feeling, of which 
K>!^'9%. tihez ^f OPI oofieciott% that whfapera myatsrioosly to them, thai, 
ia steadily canflni^ig themaelTef to their humble pkoe in the social system^ 
md dohy their vtmoat to maintain the great in theirs, they act with mors 
"wmsnliui^ than those to whom that system haa proved ftvourable^ by be* 
ttoviag on tkesn a high rank, have it in their power to do. when they aho 
■ike strn|noiys eftirta to maintain it in vigour* 

To the faid that respectabla* orderly aentimenta concerning their native 
dignity, might Ihna flow from individualB of the higher ranka to thoaa of 
the lawar, idle hab&ta ahould cnthdy be driven from that honorable tank In 
pahiicfa|iraation» which they have usurped to the detriment of induatrloua 
•oea Thia mansuia wouht, I think, be best effected by the denial to the 
i"ai of landed pooparty, of the privilege to settle theftt estate on a child yet 
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mahmh ^ Ui Mijr umammt, to TCttbi fowMrion of tt ond yol icfaea it fioii 
tho doBoiidi of their cnditon. By Unlag It folly expond to fSktm, tht 
law would offdaia tliot» ^riMVo, In oonaaqooMe of hU IndidgenQe of thow 
oxtnvagoiit tastei^ wUdi owpm only ofioompony Idlo liaUta^ a mail of landed 
fraforty** Okpflnan fiur tnnaoHided hit IneooM^ lila owafionily, ratbo' tlian 
i«rangei% ahould.beMiflieRnby Us prodigality. Thnslodustrioaapefoont 
would often %o In poanedon of the power, tliat is cooftnod by oonsldersUa 
possessions, while the rqansMntatiTes of ancient &mUies would eeostantlr 
torkitt for themselves and thefar ehlldren, their rank In sodety, where tbey 
did not, with prudence^ preeenre their patrimony. 

I believe that were the legal pennisrion to entail landed piopei^ on a pcr- 
eonyei unborn entirely withdrawn, nuuay asore cetated men, than thh 
oounkry oxhibits at pfveent, would be liMmd within its procinet^ who would 
wissly walch to prsportion their expenditure to their osean^ and who would 
make anungement^ enabling them, folrly to transmit, undhninishod^ te a 
slngls desoendan^ the p eo p ei ty which they had reoelved fiwn thdr sn- 



Itis not without nassn, that the pubHe eensidcr the poansdoo, for agsib 
of the same landed p t op et ty as a eircumstanoe honorable to a fionfly ; for* 
where it can be quickly annihilated by prodigality or o^rloe^ the long pr»- 
Bcrvatlon of H in ihesame lineage Is nearly an inlallibU sign of its having 
always been administered with wisdom, and of neither a spendthrift nor a 
miser having ever been at the head of it. ■ Iliongh the latter hae tastm quite 
oentrary to tiioie which tempt the former to lay waste his fortune^ yot, as 
his hoards gensraBy, after the l^ee of one ortwo generation^ fidl Into the 
hands of a spendthrift, the tsklng possesion of an eetate by a peroon me- 
riting the designation of amiser may, nsually, be oenaiderod as the foR- 
runner of a prodigality by which It ahall soon become utterly loat to his 
fionily. 

Hovrever, the long oontinnanoe^ in one raoe^ of the eame landed p ro p e rty. 
Is only honorshle to its posseeeon^ when the pneervation of it, and trans- 
mlsdon from father to son, are entirely owing to the vrisdom of its pio- 
prieton. Where an eetate is so sscured to a family by sue e e esi ve ent»^h^ that 
each of its ovmen hae only a life intereet In It, and eannot, however bound- 
lees may be hie prodigal propensitleB, prevent its devolving on his aon, then, 
by remaining long In the seme lins^ It may only bear witnento the n^udty 
and iiiJostloe of Its pomessarsy not to their good oendnot. 

Did the repreeentstives of old, influsntial fandlle% dseily reeognlae that 
established institutions left them no other ati^f than their own good aense^ 
to prevent them from sliding from their hi|^ rank in the eodal sjeiim, and 
yielding their plaoe to newly rieen men, I believe, that they would be ck- 
dted more wisely to give heed to their way% and that they vrould be mon 
careiul to confer on theson destined to suooeed them, a rational eduentiosk. 

Were a father vceted constantly with an abeolttts control over his pen- 
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potf, to dlnlpBte «r dn dWlritelcr It ■mong his dtlMno, m might wtta fto 
Urn gMd, IbdtevBtlMlltwoaldbeeMyUtctdiiamlioth lo fedtlieiitt- 
Wdw to p g y g ittii tean oM fiHnlly» «rlo MM s new 000; md altotokiep 
thitpt ri t n hilifa bffteit within wnwniMe Iwiiiidi. H« woidd qukhly 
kun !• ftwnp tr eh cn d thtt^ where a yrg p e rt y greedy beyend n oertela Tnlue^ 
b an eeoeeBtniled In the hendi of ene Indlvldnal, the owner of It wIH 
■nallj, fat ipiteof hie vtmoet cevc^ eee • e tneel eei i pffoilgele pvide^ and Idle^ 
wMlclal tMtee csrecp Into hie lemllf. 

tUe eenelderatlon wonld determine him to content hfaneelf wUh tnae- 
mlttingtetheeen, whem he eeleeted for the fiiture head of hie luB%, ench 
■n cilele mmlght enaUe Ite poa we wr to proeeeute Itberal etndlee ; to make 
hoMlf wap ee t a d by the gofamlng powem ; and ae might tndnee him to 
ratnAdcndy detaehed from tiw pmeuit of prifate gain, ever to direct lila 
bbonn In tlie view to oenneet hie own Intereete with that of tlie nation. 

VtnAHug tho manifold erile which wonld rmnlt frmn hie lieir being 
Rend to pride hlmedf on a privilege to Uto In kOeneee^ he wonld cndea- 
Toor ceriy to attach liim to peaeefol agrleultoral poreoite. 

As for hie otiier eon% he weald readily acknowledge that he could not 
Wttcr diepoee of aaeetof tliem than l»y training them to the ezerclee of eome 
bnm^of eonmieroeu Soch a project would make him anxioue to cetablleh 
edoee cennexion» and mutual haUte of reepeet, between cetated country gen- 
thoMu and laboriooe dtizene^ which way of thinking would, once It beceme 
Smeraly prednoe meet eelntary eflbcte on the public weaL 

Were Ae merehant*liftuictlone placed high in hononri and made to mardi, 
dde by eide, with thoee of the cuHlvator of hie own landed inheritance, 
erery Aing tfiat depended on a Judicloue edectlony for the membere of the 
oonuBaDlty, of employmente calculated to make them rich by their industry^ 
would be done to eecure to the nation the bleedoge of peace, proeperity and 
geed erdcr. Tho inmiediate deeoendante of rich proprietore would, no doubt, 
vhcre Aey applied themeelTce to commerce, edect, lh>m the hJgheet branchee 
^ it, euitarlala to occupy them ; but their childrui, again, would often be 
eMKedtoezereiaea buainem eomewhat inftrior, and eo on gndoaliy, till at 
het the dirtant deeoendante of the repreeentatlTee of the higheet famlliee 
wegJd emhTMo, without ecrupie, the loweet honeet tradee. Ihue, without 
my ^'wi^irftm of eaete^ the diiferent gradee woidd be ao aoftly blended into 
ced otter aa to oompoee one well combined community, in which the epirit 
"'^— ^ing the higlifet daeeee would deaoend to the loweet, and engage all 
Ibenemben of them to riee, by a natural aentiment of honour and probitf, 
npcrier to tho Tile paedona that are liable to dieilgnre theee^ who do not feel 
tbat they are eeUed on by their natire dignity, to lUl a high rank in the 
oatutal, social ovder. 

Were h the eoetom of men of a moderate cetate, with a large family, to 
{ire to their daughters eome lucrative employment,— and I believe such a 
wotdd aoon follow the adoption of those measurea of dvU eoonomy 
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ttii 1 KT w mt>i — wt atcJ ^gmwAm wovM Mfidic fMt iiciUitMi nr 
lildy Wndlng to comiiicrM tbe alndi ^f tliclr foangcr snt; 
larly m^ wluiiaiTtr might liavc been theytliieiple on wMcb the ndc ftr pm> 
4wtinf Hie dUferent degreee of bonoar, Moribed t» tiie ^wlove pi bImwIbiw 
of men, WM origtnally estabBAed, I bdierethat IheTlrtnilYriMiplo lehkb 
sow afloMefe rale ibr maridng tbe Ub» «f dMnetloB b et ipeen g«ied end 
Tvlgar oncoi ewiiniee, In moet caeeiy from liw ipfenion ^Hit pvevdb te 
genteel nmkiy to aOowlng Uie women belonginf to tlian to tako fut in the 
bnetneee oondtwtdl hy a hnabond. Ardw ienie of d e uu ff Mii f«lKihf» to tbe 
monle of prltalelllS^ tbat le deeply engnTOd on llw mtfonl dumelert 
caiiaee tfte opinion to be tmlTeneUy enfertdned Aat, wberea wfft cMtttrier 
MrbiiibflttdlnthenuudigenMntof Metflbin,'it bcMmeelicrlodooof waA 
m on gcnted tteede nit flunillee etart, witb horror, from tiie Mba of glrteg 
their daughter to a hiisband who cannot malntafa her fai Idleneeib every bail* 
aeeeSe looked on ae degrading ibr a gentleman to whSdb Ma wife mighty pro- 
perlyi be hie aasletant ttiis notion eompletdy oeehidea youthen aypertafadng 
to a dletingulehed daaii from moat departaienti m oemmcne^ vnleae they 
nndertalte them on a aeale whieh Intoltee Oem ao mndi with darta and 
jonmejmen, that It would Iwpome mem to heep a wife entindy tauoved 
from the locality choeen by them for the truuactlob of bnatoaeh 

Jjet then women themiel^ be generally reared on Om prfndple that It 
beoomee them to ekerdee^ fer the eaha of earning allWUhood, aoma repnta- 
hie branch of Indoett^ or commerce, and I ampenoaded timt Hkt prqfodkee 
win eoon gf TO way, which occaelon yoathe who conalder thenarfna In the 
rank of gentlkoieD, to deepise, ae banaath them, moat of theae *^m*t i m ' *"* 
employmente to which they o6uld, adrantageooely, apply, wlthant beiiig 
tempted to raelgn, for the eabe of propltfaiting a powerftd paifuiy the teda- 
pendence of their princtplee. 

Among Hn varlo^ speclee of good that would aecrna from gentMnan re- 
ikonnciBg the pr^udloee which' keep them aloaf from moM amuuudkJ pmw 
MtSf I shall mention one which I think, anght partknkriy to tetelM 
Aristocratic prlde^ and engage It to cncoimige them to attaad to tlMlii&. It 
ia that the dominant famlBee woiUd, gctaertlly, keep fer a mutih longer tinie 
their high etation, becatase the members of than would oantend, and Mm- 
monly with advantage^ with men of humbler Ibirlh in the #aoa oondMtEB^ 
to worldly prospnrlty. 

Some portion of wealth appears to me, usikally, neoesiary towarda ana- 
bOng the i^nous man to stand on a sufficiently conspicuous emlneilee, to 
aoq[u{re due faiflnenoe in his country ; and It Is wdl that persons wifli ax^ 
tocradc pretensions should feel how much eome fertnne'ls n ecessa ry, to )nake 
available their title to enjoy, on account of their distinguished birth, the 
greater consideration ; otherwise it would be in irain to engage them to re- 
nounce an insolent love of idleness and all Its attendant vices. However, 
notiHthataftd&g iSbMX iriohes ought to oompoae one of the powers fsbaA ndd to 
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tfct fa i y tr iMi eifa Mi cwintry, <f th» pwrnii nyiBNled towM4 

inilfll tp««vv«MlliM8toyicpiMwBl^aiiAw]MMel(M«eii ^ Ob w uft w^ 

gwrtly 4iBdiiM»to coim>awot, fcy watm rf Hw other •rdaiy, r^||«lftr.l0TW« 

IhMlitit M« ftalM 'wUvh id riw ati ily iw f e n w y tei ^ 
biU Ihe viitaMt mM that pf«v« kMtf M trial, iao^iiUa of sirarT^ 

to^fco tumimitiimof olthargoodi or ortt lor« 




tfeftMeteitt f iwritwl pawtmi^ lad MBMiHiivMrnlmfoet foroiu^ dbould 
li niinliiiiiiiiil Id ny conairy. Xbo«fb k high bMi is not^ any ■««« tlutfi 
*h% tlioy Mjp a ■ l l iB iaiii w Mi Ufu to dt fwu tao what dcgno ofxnpcct io 
*Mfrwi<oto»MrtBlii l]i4l«Mul,yel whwe» aiong with woUth, It 4faridM 
*■ l^«Bif<b H ^yflrinbhto what wo pay to iho hitler, and mahat our regard 
hrh h ayow uim to ovtwoighoarilalbnoeo lor triad, mnWe n ohod vixtiie. 

AUwJymilintfar amiwunfoi of fimily, wten it is kept within tho 
^wDdtif modflBBtko, appnodmatai awrc^ thaa doeo an adnlrmtlon of tho 
¥M <hi t onAle gllla Af tetaaa^ to a tme acaao of tho hitrinslo value 
vUAoMMlwovdiABopooMatai; and h 48 aaaiooadly Indnoad to aaefgo 
tt<lonltMtfla OMhn avMcu A virtMoa nan of a dlatfaicuiahed raoi^ 
■ * i>w» anahriiikhig^ tha hnftta of advom IbKiim, would mon attnwt 
tiiaaip8fl<aBd jdty of the erawd, who aaig^t hatvo an opportmlty to wit* 
ioi hie heioio -iHPtltnde^ than wonld an Ofoally iperltOTloaa pnreon of an oU 
icv*wighi^ in a aimilar eitoatlon. Howover, thoee who odmlMd the oon- 
<«t'or4hateaMa^ woiiH ^ofcly eeparato In idea the leeential oeftitmnta 
rfklrtideado aata«B,fto» thondeentitionaoehit deidiwd lohU aeerit from 
i% a^d, fari^ their almtlon prisolpaily on hia high, intrineio 
rleigo that fliie enpirkir worth ociginatad ontlraiy In a 
■U««|ohMl«r4qp«ight poladito S kf pMiaelpleB whkh woold be eOoa* 
gfaM tocon&r oyialdlpilty .on thajmnt oUeaaa fieliiian who «iadethen 
iMiiy4heter«f Ida oendnot. 

A fmfmimemUkm doea nat^ In -any dwii M a ianM iii i thoa eeroo giadaally 
ii-asdleilnwM ooneehmBiea^ -lb* It ie«mn vtetoo alone that aen opn da» 
iiw i eihi l a l ai m donhooeteeni of 4hnhp f eUo w oaei »nf ee, 

1 how iplt^nedywliat I neneiivo»wonld be tlit good otbct^ In wifewnco to 
AethtrihatleB of 'Cv^bynenl, whMi^omild enno ftioaa the la^nadncllen 
rf tb i laeti M of lwBeliy.ehlldwn,i iol at lroly (to^thair .worldly anbetanoe^ oi^ 
^iBBly jBithe.paw«r.of their panntM# 

l A ai ln owa b a t i m that thiaenetem would tffid,i inme d i a rWy ,<to etroogthi. 




* 1 nuMt remind the reader, that the. good which I contemplate aa rceult- 
hif iroQ the custom of leaving the partDts an absolute control over their 
F*pwty, dependa also on the enactment of laws which shall, harmoniously, 
^""•pemls with that custom to prodnooono consistsfit effect. A% ior Jn- 
<^Ge, a htw to enable wives to diaMtSt^ftt pkawaroi qi Mwir f^rtiioe and 
tW Iruit of their industry. 
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la BMiHfMM awmUp nffwtlan^ bf tuMturtlng AImm firm tlMir 
fslMUkMd, to nflwtp witk % daipcr AatvHt. M tU tlai wk&oii blml ttaalo 
lliflir pvnntib thw en thdr worldly I wnnrw. 

A child wlM b ihywidwt w a Mh«r» te wtan 1m Am a JW ii <» uA 



. TlM««h tiMldMoriMfaw lOgi^ln ]Ewk»«r fWMMd •CclclM%«May 
InUndoitat voatlk it tnoblis itidf litlkk If nMranw hmmm bo nsi tanol 
cyled to it, witk OiHrit ■woof annlHi^ tllOM Miiiipb 80 ffwo li 
Hto Titw itoiltiiatloD in oa attioeavo UfhiW thot, vHMro It 4ooo aot am 
ItmAi moXkd oa by ono ^odoo of bUionUiif luf% it ^akUy tnmt to cpjoy 
the kiad pKwniaai of anothflr. Tha^ whiao child aererlaMraoto prtdohha 
■df oa beiqf indtpfladnt of hit lotbcTt inotcod of nplaiiicat hio wljotiwit 
or fonniiv latvosted prqicota» ho loodlly !•■»% if hlo fiohw mot him 
wktikj oad aflcctioaotolyt to lied thot the owottot bU» whioh ho mm twH^ 
eoaeiflli la nioklag • lUnd poxeat hoffjs by hio dutiful feadvaoui moA H 9 ^ 
ertJoa to hlo lyfoiated buelnewi 

• Vntonil oieotioot ia a child*e bneit» eommonly triwo ito 
oolonring fipoia his fiHil onee AtpreetDt»tlHit thoaoa aad heir tooi 
yfjoftoeiiathedemiioof owMlthy&ther» the deoth of tluit holy hi— df^ if 
ho bo rhildliib ia qpeply Ipoked oa by hlo nest biother» ao a fhrioua ovmt 
lor which ho coaaot bo too groteftil to indolgoat Ibrtune. Bat tenilcr^ te. 
iemal oifeotions are readily derelvped in the child who loanasiblo to deeply 
noted filial onea 

It depende moeh upon a parent, either to teach hio children to 4«oil In 
Bote aad aaity tcfother, or dee toaeako them view eadi other witk 
aahnodtyi oad» If he do aotqnidun In them filial aABSttone 
od^ he wlUnoteneoeed inJenningthem to eherleh toimr i e eao 
ench pure and eaered e e nt i m e n ti^ ae that. In epito of eenfiktfay bat 
they ehali be united in one bund by a true brotherly lorn* 

It le not neoeeeary towardo eflbeting between them eneha i^ ««», 

that the lather ehouU, with eerupttloueexaotaeei^diAne hie bouB^ofnaDy 
among thenu Where biothere and daten are preyed on by ]ow» oerdid 
peeriona, the gimteat importlal aocuraey with which a fidfaer can dIatribBto 
Ue gifts to them» will not prevent eadi of them Irom viewing the 
viduoudy, m rivale enildMd at Ue aspenaOi Whrne^ on dto 
nmgnanimoue illaiiileweiedneei prevalle eaneng them^ each of thmarvail l eei^ 
with pleaeure, Ue fiither endeavour to ewe a bdoved hrothar»- tho^gjb g^ 
naral. Impartial phai% hOd by Um te the vrdfim of all hie chlidran* amy 
not have led him to make» in fiivour of hie other eonab equal oKcrtloas. 
Of little worth, indeed, would be dther filial or fimtemal love. If it were 
liable to be overthrown by thoee clashing intereata^ wUch muat iaovitahly 
often aubaiat between peraona of the eame family. 

Such an oppodtion of Intereata between a lather and eon, or two faro- 
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tlMn% iiaitrtfcy AdwaliaMnti whldr«^giitt»Valiiiiie tfcdf h OM li ttgHitov 
«niy <et¥W t» iPw^llmii thair — Hui lihrtiani by «att«Ulig H ti^th tiU« 
frm wUdilt hMfctw to imw viemri— ■■ 

Tlw w i w g ftr iBariliy awn ia affliMot cJr wnM lB iWM aniii^eiy Ihw to d»« 
iralMk by wUl, (k« fnyofftlMM in wliiflk tiMir iahtrtto^ 
among thtir ehUfh*^ aecm to nw to hmw^ beeome n«n oiigcBft lalttrly, in 
Sonip^ owliis to tfa« pamllar iateoonciifti^ wfakh noir tempi Ito 
will pNkMft in hipfitr tiMto» aoqfdire iwir far to,— to p«t 
tMr«wtiallMir«WBTn^hBo^ dMetbrfr dtotfay to amdi k« in Um 
p«mr flf a^al w« odl dtonai^ thai U wm IbraiMljr. 

JiaCwditoadylmn; m vSgwrrai^ w«U govvnid pdBoe; fanpfwvcmaito 
bwtaMHrtoi aada MmpnhenilTW kaowtodgv of the beM modM of d:. 
ftnim th» pnMffliltj of iwfeUMM ; baifo pirodiiMd wMnmtg us Mflli ramlt% 
tbat it teani mnoh more raMnablt In vm, than it wvmld havo bean In our 
MMitanb to «niat» tlwt die plana laid by our own wladom ibatt be naUied, 
witheatFlNtair «Mat by aeeUteata or nnlbreaeen reveraob 

It k weil» no daob^ that» to inaplrit mm to lay ■ehasfla far their own 
■a* tbtir ca nniry V wolfare, they ahoold be able to ooont, with toEefabla 
■mane^ en the oonrae of erantay ao aa not to be often diaappointed in 
tlMir wail cambined prqjeelai Bat the more they are wammtady by con- 
itant fiparltiiot^ to ealenlalfl^ prealaalyy tlie eonaequeneea of tliair action^ 
tin BMra it la noeeamry tliat all the diannela be left open, which nature haa 
pnfand lar Intsadnoing into their mind the oonTietlony tliat it behovaa 
Uien to do rlgb^ without examining the oonaeqaenoea which tlieir doing ao 
nnj ynduaa : otlkerwlae tlwy will be peenliarly tempted, wlien their livae^ 
fiatBiie% and Cho frnit of tlieir honeat labour^ are well aeeored to them, 
la kaa ftaUy lor airport on external drenmatancea. 

Natait^ faadaed, nnder every kind of political and civil regimen, tahca 
cna to warn na of the folly of tmathig to the atabillty of any Uaaring, as. 
ttft that reaoltlng from tha pomeminn of an a|iright heart, firmly Intent on 
daiag Itodnty In tlia eight of God and man. She haa atrewed deaA and 
aaaawidaMe aecidaito axonnd all indlvidnale, •continually to natch, ones- 
K^Mly and for ever, away from them,, aa lar aa tUa Ufa la ooncemed,—. 
the eljectB to whom they were moat tenderly attached. She alao yn&fm up 
iamyiitfy tho frto thatattwnda them In a fiitora world, though aha Impala 
thcmtowiaii to dmw aaidatha veil that covaralt: aha even, by placing 
kymd Uialr control tho vidaaltiidea of the 8eaaona»and by leaving them ovary 
yevancertaln whether Inclement onea may not deprive them of the alaff of 
Ufi^ conatantly randnda them of theb entire dependence on a higher power, 
thm their own inventlva mind. However, theee vbrioua notioea which ahe 
giveatoaaen to warn them agalnat patting their troat in the etrength of their 
mmfccultiaa and in the earthly UeaelQgB that, by the exertion of them, they 
oay obtain, paaa too much unheeded by them, when they are not aariy Mcui^ 
t4m8d to fccl thcmadvca dependent craatureai 
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tor to Ml im A vUii pitlc I mj lu iiii a i i ^ !■ ifct wrftrt <rf lfc> wm&mt wMifc 
have been cAolcd by tht ddU, lu ww I rf gB Mi* ImOm^rf rf Mi^ ^P% 
^»fco hKV inquirod ly ttawtw rf taawto i g a ^ toiNileHni «»lotk«ftMMM 

itiiatnMMlmlAdivlaity«MMpiMMk ' In 

iippnirfoii nd aoektaM wIMi BM lUMT NHtt to «|^ 

youths in aflnent dxannmeii ^^U^ Iwia to mA w fiwril^ 
tfMMgli* •£ their MU|y to iBMiBh llMNtogli 



To ODb titopTCMBpHon iBiplndtotlMnby tiM^UtoringMf It free 
mentend the entorgoMBt ef hnoirledge, H ie nescetory, 1 4itok, 
fffaKipel tfiimel tall ap«i by nil«^ IbrtoAutef faitotoMi%eaMe«f*eir 
iifilidenoe on a higher poweri whe wBl deal with than aeeorflng to Ihdr 
deewte» ehmild not be deeed. TUedtennelconsiete In their bcfag-ptoedl^ 
her in entire dependence en a parent's wIB. When the Mher who haa ft 
In bis power to bestow on bbehfldm, aeeoiding as h seeoH to him good, 
oonsiderBble gifts of fortune, beha^ree to themwitik tbatpanntal te nd e me a s 
and fanpartfad Undnees which. It to to be hoped, ahnost aH Ihthtfs eonld bo 
engaged to exhibit, the thonghto of lito children, whifa fliey dnteoosiy loek 
Up to lilni for sopport, natoraUy foDow a direction that toads them, wImd 
properly Instructed, to look beyond him to an overruling Proridenoe. Hm 
conduct by which they may hope to please their flither ought to be predeely 
the tene with that pnecribed to them by God. Eyen hi*tiieae cases wlme 
thsy night, unfortunately, find, that they could not obey both, as the diUd 
haMtoated todutlAd beliaTlonr towards hto earthly Ihther, naturally vead- 
Isela Aat hto heatenly one Is greater than hc^ it would be much ender, 
to determine children respec tfu lly to resist the will of the vislbte attthor 
ef (heir being ibr the lake of obeying their true Creator, than It to 
to engege youths, whoare reared In tiie belief of their behig ridi and hide- 
peMtont, onbnIisiiTely to bend to anynrtrsint, whether ^le tow, imposing 
enlhemiiieobligatADntotmABrgolt, eaBanafesfrsm Godorman. 

Wcnthefortones whkhehlMren might hope to inherit-ftom a wealthy 
lather, to be- toft entirely at hto dhposal, society ought to consider itodf 
bound, by a Tcry ImperatlTe duty, to bare notiifng undone to induce p». 
rents to behare with justice and liberality towards their offspring. 

It would, no doubt, continue to sanction, by its approbation, the maadm 
generally, I believe, received at present, that a father ought to be very wll> 
Ihig, to give a suitabto Independence to a grown up sou, who had not Justly 
incurred Us dlsptoasore. 



trngf. ZV.J BOOK ISk 



Ab to rtw U K MU P tt wlildi tfoght to 1M piimuA to prvvenft wily penonft 
ifroB tiUiif wHaoti^ dF tenhln mntrnJOad by 99s or Inimtesry to oUloli% 
la their Ufmar, mm iU||Mt will, thk to ono of tbooe BOiMroiM points of 
dvtt oeoaomy,— ooHMoM witk tbo akoleh of moral otder that I 4oliii6. 
ati^ Into whlek I do not outer, firom believing that, whenorer It booomco 
ptepcr to inveotigato them, they will engage the attention of peroona much 
\etltat quJliled to discriminate the nilee^ by which they oould be wisdy 
Mgnbled* 

AstollrflilM possessed of a tonded estate^ and Ulnmlnatsd by the Ml 
i%btief tiHif HMunl iiniwslamWBf, I bdtote tiMi *thoy Mold, In ti^ 
iln«Il Bi u o pg ^ ■ b e ontrtsM wUh thofcsnlty df lAosHitdy 
of tkoirpivpsrfty by wlU, witiioat being generally indnoed, bf 
prinoiplss .of Jnstloe^ to make snob an snaot distribntlon of It, 
UDQog their ohlldren, as would eyentoally fiU the national mind with tniv. 
bokat, democsmtle notions of eqoallty. Thera to among the Irish, avery te- 
nadoiis lore of a regular graduation of ranks ; whence the notion that ever^ 
Ugh ftmlly ongbt to be repre sen ted by one prinelpia dilef, irery naturally 
OBsntas. Toongfer brtMhers, themsslTsi^ entertain tkb prineiple ; nor 60 
they tUnk that tkelrfcthsr treats them m^ustly, wbsn ho to Isd by It to 
aMksdIstfaMtloaBin fiivonrof hto ddeeteon. The hearte of the Irleh ara 
IS Bwch prediipoeed to the formation of thto principle^ that all the effect 
wMch, I beUevo, would follow from the wide diffusion among them of a 
taite fiir political science* and from abolishing entaito of property, would 
ooodst in a Judicious moderation of the Influence over them of this aristo- 
entic principle, not In An undue weakening of it. 



GHAPTBR XV. 



THERE SHOULD BE TWO OPPOSITE MEASURE!^ FOR 
APPORTIONING TO WOMEN THEIR RANK IN SO- 
CIETY, 



Okie nmim, of that bniiicli df etUaiy that trwias ^ a 
good system of national order, is cMapiisedy I eoneeive. In 
the foDowing position. 

Nature issaes to ns yery complieated laws of eondnel, 00 
that #e cannoty by resolring to take for our gnide, one simple 
precept, however wise it may be, when jadioionsly modified^ 
fiolfil, with discretion, the fnnetions imposed en us by our sta- 
tion in this world I have already iUustnled the tiulh of. tius 
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maxfan, In its spplieation to our mode of nunreying our ^iri- 
tnal wmI flecalar oonoenii ; rinoe I luire ihown, thftt wUle il 
beeomes as to labour as strenuously to promote the prosperity 
of this world, as if temporal bliss were the highest good to 
which mankind were formed to aspire, we still onght» with 
vivacity, to bear constantly in mind, that all the joys of earth 
are vapid and worthless, if we do not keep our research of 
theiu^ suberdlnate to the inn endeavour to prepare ourselves, 
aBd,-«4Mftras our infuenoe may extend,— -oar ftliow-enu* 
tares, to be meet inhaUtants, after death, of more HiasAd 
Id^es. 

My motive for adverting, at present, to the complicated 
law or maxim promulgated by nature, to impose on us the 
duty of attending at once to the improvement, in two oppo- 
site directions, whether of ourselves or of the social system, is 
to observe that, aecmUng to my conception of aperfeet ayatem 
of civil government, this abstract law would also be Immd, 
under such a system, to animate those positive decrees of the 
legislature, by which the rank to be occupied, by each of the 
sexes in the community, would be determined. 

As men have evidently a much stronger intellect than wo* 
men, satisfactorily to resolve abstract questions of govern- 
ment, or natural sdenoe ; and as they are greatly more quali- 
fied, by their industrious, skilful labours, as well as by their 
forces of mind and frame, independently to shift for them* 
selves, it naturally occurs to inexperienced lawgivers, that 
their best way of managing between the superior and inforior 
portion of mankind, is to consider men only as in direct rela- 
tionship with the nation, and to depend on them for taking 
care, in private life, of their feeble companions. 

Practical measures, in the most enlightened nations, have 
been aooordingly pursued, in harmony with this way of think- 
ing, audi— -considered in a theoretical light,-*they simplify, 
very much, the machinery of government, which wouM, it 
i^pears, be greatly clogged and embarrassed, by endeavcwrB 
to adapt it, equally and immediately, to the benefit of two 
tSry unequal divisions of humanity. 

However, simple as is such a project, it is rejected by na- 
ture, who ordains that a very great evil shall ensue from the 
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atlempl to model, oonfbrmdbly to one dinplo law, thogenenl 
oadiae <rf political and etvil instiUittoiUi. 

As naUire ongages men to look more abroad for opportn^ 
nitiee to exenaae their tileatSy while she prompts women to 
coatemplate, with more intense interest, the state of their 
internal feelings, the laws yAkk consider men as expatiating 
in a-manner alone on the face of the globe^ excite them too 
mnoh to seek thmr own improTemeiit, by the coltnre of their 
intelkifBtaal altribntes, rather than by that of their moral onesj 
Wlum their character is allowed completely to predominate iv 
the structnre of the natimud one, the fedlities which natuse 
affords us for rendering a people virtoons, by fint iashioning 
to Tirtue, the mind of women, are nnlUfied. Women, lef^ 
nntutored, and receiving a moral bias from the ambition* 
of men, only serve, by their influence, to increase their tiunt 
for power and riches, because they glory in having loven and 
protectors who can lay at their feet worldly honours. It is, 
therefore^ requisite, tiiongh the situation of women, owing 
to their dependence on the faculties of men, must be, in 
many respects, detenqined by theirs, yet that measures points 
ing^ in a contrary direction, from those founded on their help« 
lossngiBA be also pursued, in order to manifest the dignity of 
virtue, and give it transcendent influence, by making the 
prools of consideration awarded to them, publicly, depend on 
their own irreproachable conduct. There should, therefore, 
be in a nation, two distinct measures for marking different 
ranks. The one, should regard the frame work of its political 
eonstitation, and be indicative of the success with which men 
had sought to place or support their families in a distinguished 
situation. The other, should regard the spirit infused tiirough 
society, and denote the different degress of essential worth 
evineed by individuals : where this latter measure were eon^ 
cemed, women should be distinguished as rising high, or 
nnking low, exclusively by the effect of their own Gonducti(a) 

Thus, while seen under one point of view, men would ap- 
pear, as they do now, taking, in their individual private capan. 
city, the females of their family by the hand, and placing 
them in a rank correspondent to their own ; in another, the 
whole of the stronger sex would appear ; as forming a cirdci 
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fou4 Ibe wlMiltf of the wgakar om; m waidkhk tm yliamn! 
that it fill its proper orUft; aiid» as constdariay it attaoftivalf, 
tiMt it auqr bonroWf firoaA tk» study of its pusstioa, a mley 
la a4i«i(» fcaywaair>asly> its c^va novaBMBts, in a wider 
tfliar^ 

Tkis oomplax laade «f amrangkig wonieii^ ritpation, woold, 
I t^ifil^ Ve Imppily efitetad by the inatitiitioii» in tha inlaiior 
nwa yg e s ot tha poKtieal and social fidiric of govanuneoty atf 
sank howas of retreat aa those of wUah I have aligMy 
dcelohod the g^aeral hownga. Fran theae h o oesa i — placed 
wsdar tha guardianship of leqpaeuUe^ sMsaly p af soi i ay whose 
wduHrity woold be stretehed to the utmost hounds at whioh it 
eeidd enhsisty without emharraasmg the n ecessar y opewtioDS 
of the sapraase, public administration,— there wouki e ons t a n tiy 
emaasia u sasred sentiiwent of morsl orders exhaled by the 
hiflnenee of tlie ftiUy ^xpipded faatale charaotery n^ioh would 
iaduse mankind, — e^en in those worldly scenes where womeii 
only f^peared as sharers in the stations of their husbands and 
£iitheri,«-4o approximate thm principles to those of the inha* 
hitants of tliese sequestered abodes, and, like them* diatin- 
gaish tlMmselves, though in a different aphere, by a strict 
attachment to the precepts of the most unsullied virtue^ aa 
well as by a wise resolution to help to sustain one oensiaten^ 
muTeisill system of fine, national order. 

Tlioogh some di£RBrence of rank might prevail between one 
of these asylums and another, for the sake of separating the 
women sufficiently fortunate to have leisure to attend, disin- 
terestedly, to occupations of their choice, from those obliged, 
by their straitened circnmstanoes, to toU lor a lirelihood, yet 
no other difference of rank should be allowed to subsist be- 
tween the inmates of the same asylum, than what would on- 
nate in superiority of 3rears,(6), or in the homage paid to 
virtue. 

In these houses, women who had forfeited their rank in the 
world, owing to the public infiimy which a husband had drown 
down i^n his head, might shelter themsdves from disho- 
nour. Within their unlls, the consideration enjoyed, or the 
disgrace incurred by a woman, should result entirely frt>m 
her own conduct. The female inhabitants of these mansions. 
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thy^ fo tlmMfarM, of Mag Um ohH^ of ^e- 
shonld appear, aa I may say, mveleped m « 
little aimospbero of dignity, effhsed around them by their 
own eharaoter, the parity of which eoald not be sallied by the 
obloquy that might attach to the person of their nearest rela- 
tire.* 



NOTES TO THE FIFTEENTH CHAPTER. 

(<t) the sentiment tlmt tells us of there l>e!ng a natnnl noUUty Ibr wo^ 
d^endent on tfaeir own yiituons oondnct, Is very strong, nor can H^ 
•Ten whcire the national morals are extremely depraTod, be entirely aiboed. 
Owing to each a [sentiment, in these countries, where an attachment to 
good moral order yery profoundly pervades society; women of the most 
derated condition, where their misconduct is notorious, forfeit their place 
in ic But this severity is so injudiciously exercised, that it tends, as I be- 
Bere, but Utile towards making females respectable. It leaves them too 
much reason to think that, if they be in imposing circumstances, they may 
whh fmpunlty, commit errors, which would cause all the reputable acquaint. 
SDoeof a hapless -fair one, In an humbler station. Indignantly to disown heri 
it aDofva them to hope that, If they can bUnd a husband to their excesses^ 
tiwymay, fearlessly, be as licentious as they please : and, as it only takes 
eognixanoe of overt acts, that every woman, while unassalled by temptation, 
bdievea herself secure against committing. It docs not extirpate Irom thdr 
hearts those Inordinate pasdons, which, when they have come to maturity, 
win, probably, render vice so attractive to them, that they will be Induced to 
pursae It by an impulse Irresistibly strong, without adverting to the severe 
ptrafadiwuwtts, to which they may, by so doing, expose tliemselves. 

* I may be thought to contradict, in the above passage, the fmiUmuttf 
which I have else where expressed, that no married woman ought to be 
csiHidagrad ^oaUiled to receive the marks of approbation which the heads of 
these houses might have It In their power to bntow, If she did not live hap* 
pQy with a husband of respectable charscter. But lot it be remembered that 
tUs denlalto her of the dlstinctiona to which ftmale virtue would be allowed 
to mt§lg9t would solely have a moral and not a civic reference. They would 
be nfutd. to her, because the event would not have proved satisfectorily, that 
she had been wiasboth in her eholoe of a husband and in her ce^docft to- 
wwda ensb No Intention should be eviooed to involve her in the ignomliiy 
sf her wedded lord. On the contrary, she should, as far as her demeanour 
appeared to merit it, receive from all around her ample testimonies of respect 
and 
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For the opInldQ oC iodeCy to otert • powwAd laflaeaoe^ In pnthig 
to floufloh in the hcorti oC women. It most itaBip la thdr booomo « 
Ue ohmncter on the pasiloa of hope» to the impube of which, thff ave < 
■tAQtly d iip oi e d to yield ; rather than seek to guide them by meani of the^ 
paHion of fear, for they usually turn a deaf ear to the counaele of this pas- 
sion, when urged to do so by a strong temptation. By Idndling within tliem 
• liTely and laudable liope, society may exercise them early to discriminate 
the Tarloos degrees of virtue with as nice an accuracy, as ought to be erlaoed 
by it in rewarding female merit. It may tbaa Infiise Into them an vnalte- 
rahiU fllsvated attadiment to their duties^ 

f See page ^06. J 

(hi) The waafaMH which so oammonly Impeia wookb to wish to eooenl 
their age^ may be thought by many to bebnta tri6ing defcct, and It nm donbt 
often subsists along with esoellent qualities^ But yet, slight as the wnQg 
bent nsay appear which It gives to their mind, a trilling defect that cannot 
be^ wliich oflSers to our sex, a totally wrong view of the excellence that is 
for it of desind>le attainment ; wliich encourages in us vanity, and a design 
to charm by deception. Women ought to be taught modestly to enjoy the 
fleeting advantages of youth, while they are fairly in their possession, and 
to imprsss on their minds a lively conviction of its being the season pecu- 
liarly designed to exhibit a beautiful colouring, adi^ted to making all ages 
UtUp that it Is a period of life susceptible of being embellished by a certain 
portion of exhilarating Joy. But, that we may acquire suiBdcnt wisdom 
to rsconcUs the disposition, brilliantly, to deck this world in the tints of 
gaiety and pure delight, with a steady resolution to make constant efforts 
to climb a steep leading to unspeakable eternal bliss ; we should early cultivate 
a disinterested magnanimity, proper to teach us to resign, without a algh, 
still as they quit us, the personal advantages peculiar to each period of life i 
to recollect that the various stages of our Journey towards a home^ where* 
If wa turn to a right account this state of existencf, vrs may hope that oar 
lot will be ahappy one, are marked by the successive fl%htof thoee personal ad- 
vantages; and to eijoy sincerely, by kind fellow feeling, the Uamelem 
pleasnree tasted by those who still poseess them. 

The better to impel women past their bloom, to look firmly on what they 
are, and what they are going to be, rather than endeavour to linger among 
the dellghta of a portion of lUe fled fer ever, I think that they ought to be 
placed in the impoeslbllity of disguising their age even to the pnbHo. Not 
only should registers be held of births, and by means of them, the age 
of eaeh penon admitted into the bouses of retreat be made known in them, 
bat aho^ in all the large sespmbllesb which, agreeably to the plan of eodety 
In my contemplation, would frequently in those houses be called tcigether,— 
from festive or more solemn motives;— the persons present should rank 
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aeeorffin^t* tkdr age» WiilMnit any dUtlnedon being made between mavrM 
■od ilii|^ wooMDy nor honour being shown to one chun more than to ano- 
ihtr. Though in eoeietiee unfettcnd by lawa, that ha^e for olject to ffqga-. 
aim BMBy indfvldiiaJs into one apparently friendly corpi, the etl^pittto 
wUch at rr ae m t detecmines the nika of |ireoedenee» may be one that faahlon 
wtiwinly to uphold, yet thoee honaee to which I allude^ ought to aim at 
•Bftehnt ianeti^ not to acknowledge an etiquette that is not derlTod from n». 
- tanJ diMlnoiiona. Any title to precedence In them, not springing fttnn a 
•<V*Mty of y«ar% should be merely conferred by the diechaige of eome 
^gpcr^atoffioflh 

It any be thou^ that by leftialng to women the hop^ to pass for younger 
tlua they un, yoa only deprive them of a consolation tliat humanity ought 
tognat them, to alleriate the bitter pang of quitting an age^ wherein they 
think that they tkgaxt as the idols of an adoring multitude, for one in which 
tbey aee themselTes thrsatened with neglect and mortification. It may be 
aiid that by Ibrdiig them to avow their age, you do not fill them with any 
w ti wiriambi tiop, dftcaoious to extinguish in them a thirst for that admi- 
nti«u which is olliBrBd to the young and fair of their seat, you only more in- 
f^ them to deqiair of obtaining it, and substitute^ in consequence^ in their 
^nxt, a pining envy to a cheerful, satisfied vanity. 

Did I beliere this to be the case, and that women could not be prevailed 
Ml, when no longer young, to leave, witlumt regret, the pleasuree of youth 
te those who oome after them, I should think it uselees to recommend any 
^"c^M of opening their eyee on the folly of still pursuing them. But a 
^belter opinion have I of my sex. I believe that where women are en- 
^""H^ to cultivsta noble sentiment^ they can, generally* be taught to 
^'^ in every feepect, a pure^ disintereeted pleasure Ia the advantages en- 
J*T*<i by others, as much thoee to which time bide them no longer pretend, 
« the adrantages in which nature has incapacitated them from sliaring. 

1^ crgwn of roees^ with which tfomeii in their youth so suitably adorn 
^b«uclvei^ lias^ ao doubt, great attractions for them, so that the age, at 
which it no longer becomes them to wear it, easily steals insensibly on whilo 
thiy etiU persuade themselves that they are not arrived at it. They know, 
iadeed, that an Inflexible world, were it acquainted vrith their years, would 
ay that It was time for them to cast aside those flowery decorations, but 
<bdr joyoiis heart and a fond persuarion that their looks are still unaltered, 
^1 them that, in their case^ the decision of the world would be too severe^ 
fer that thqr are yet wdl entitled to eeek amuaement and admiraUoiH as 
theogh thay vrere atill in the blooming momji% of life. There can be no 
bvm then, they think, in engaging the world to approve of their being 
•UU iouDcraed in the livdy recreations of youth, by concealing from it the 
ovaher of thair years. Almoet every woman, without entering on the 
^i^lyct into explicit reasonings, la secretly induced by hopes that hold such 
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TflOtroHTS ON THE MOPBR REm0T *»> BR ftC- 
COB0BDTO THS HUmAKOS WHO AUTOBMBfUVD 
BY THSIR WIVS& 

I hareplaoed llie ohApter whidi I haiw fttst B i ifc fi l wU , prior 
to the one on widdi I am entering^y beoanse tiier iiiea8ltt%'^oie 
establidiment I am going to recommend, Iknd tiiiMe ' adoption 
I think necessary towards the happy consummation tff the sys- 
tem of order under considerationy ouight not eertainly to be 
resorted to» till after those measoresi whose olyeiA it is to 
proTtde a peaceful, honorable asylua for the wwiim^ who 
hatoi owing to theeinhder psoeeedusga of those to wkoH they 
partienbirly looked up f6t pnlUMSm^ lost Ulbir'^plMBe hi 
general society, faaVe been introdncedy ind thut tti^f Djpetlrte 
efficaciously in the community. 

In this chapter I unfold my ideas conceraing the remedy to 



ihovMf by tl|e bar, b« ptermiited tahttfe reeavMB. 

Il app^sn that juitioe would raqvife die legitktim to tako 
somo «tep to soonre hiisl»aiida againit the mi^rtane of being 
boHodto a ^irife whom they eoidd not rule, nnee itwoaM 
a!low4hea^fieaitthority to ehastiae her persoaatty, ner to da* 
fi»mre¥er. of 4er fcrtane. 

I^lvtrwlbilfthey woiiM haM^nplepowei^to handioAae 
vAninioii^to^llMirwill, aeaoaert who had la her beaen aay 
aparit oMionefdde ambltiany ^aee^ witlioat Odr eonearvanaa^ 
ahe eeaid ae>9«r be elected to any of thoaeposia which womna 
woold be allowed to eecapy. 

However a low minded termagant rni^^ perh^Mya chaaea 
time, be fonnd, who, dead to the deaire- to merit paUie tofcana 
ef oatoeni, woald taire pleaaaie Sa imbfttariag the life of her 
wedded |Mwtaery by her vimleaty p e r yofa e temper. 

At all eveata, whether or net ineaiii a atato af tfefaiga.a 
eontampltUe wife ef thia deaeriptien woald everaeatty aaia^ 
yrai^ bachelera woald, eonatantlyy aaaame the poaaflbility af 
their meeting with aach an oaey.and they woald aiaintnia dMir 
Tight to be inreated, by die legiaialarei wi^ aeaie .priailage 
adequate to a£br&ig Aem an amfde daiaiae againat Jiar 
aggraaaioaa* 

They woald inaiat^mt, ff Women are to be qaitoiadepaadeat 
of diair haabands, if the two aeicea are .to be plaoed ao nmdi 
en aaeqaafity,' then most the inaa who haato dad widi^aa 
atleffy intractable oonaort, preaent that abaord anomaly in the 
lodal ayirftem, ef an acknowledged master witboat aalhegHy 
to deek ^ar pnniah the rrfracterineas of his anbjeet. 

THa argument appears to many young mea amply to jaatify 
theiatr^ that learea the wife's lii>erty and property ahnoat ea- 
tirdy al the command of the husband. Few of them, no^ 
wMiataadingy aronid improve of the conduct of him who took 
adnmtage of his 1^^ power harshly to treat a wife aa a en* 
adad alarey eren though hemigfat justly be to iStte laat degree 
faceanad agsinst her* 

In fact, whatever harsh principles men may eataUish wiA 
a view to keep wives in subjection, when they consider iMb^ 
stracdy the laws which ouglit to liind married eoopleay there 
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ItiiotfNie of tltilm^ endfwd whh the leml ipwk ofiioiioiir, wfat 
doM nol inpraoliMtpiini tke idea at obUgtiig» by tlie dkfdsy 
ef coerolve foroe» their wives to tobviit to their aathority. 

So repognuit it it to a generous man's feelings to inflict, erea 
for the attaanknent of a reasonable end, any kind of positiYe 
foniahmeot on the wife who refuses to obey him, that the law 
which leayes it in a husband's power greatly to tyrannise a 
widded pafftnery Ues in deanetnde for the men who would be 
iiic B |M ib lo of abusing it. Owing to the propeattty of die com- 
monalty of mortals to regulate their prindples of jnstics 
agreeably to the laws of the land, those which constitute the 
husband absolute master of the wife, only encourage ferodoas» 
degenerate men, though they be parties concerned in thm 
disputes with the h^less woman subjected to them by wedp 
lodcy to erect themselTCs into absolute judges of the nature ef 
the retribution due to her for baring Incurred their dupleasurs^ 
jHsd into nnpitying «Gecutioners of the sentence which they 
pronounce against her. The laws, by thus sanctioning the 
oppressive acts of tyrannical husbands, while they leave ho- 
norable minded ones no refuge agmnst the grievances which 
an unruly vixen, joined to them by marriage, may make them 
-suffer, offer to Mon every inducement in their power to stifle 
within them th^ sentiment of honour, which bids them behind 
and forbearing to their Ibeble companions. 
. This sentiment they cannot stifle^ without hardemng thw 
heart to such a degree agunst every species of civiliBing cul- 
ture, that it shall tempt them, throughout all their niaaifidd 
eooial relations, to spread hideous disorder and moral defor- 
mity around them. Whereas, if they be taught to give, with 
eiil^^tened care, to the sentiment of honour, relatively to 
the female sex, a free current indieir bosoms, it will prove a 
copious, widely bearing source, that will favour the develope* 
ment, in them, of magnanimous, kind principles, applicable 
•to all their social relations. 

The dreadful oppression which the unfortunate wonsan is 
doomed to suffer, who has delivered herself, without reaouroe, 
into the power of a barbarous husband, is usually the more 
d^lorable, because it is not owing to any fault of here tiiat 
>ihe underp^oes it, but to the circumstance of beiiig for ever 
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imiled lo him. ThoiigIi» when a mm is alire to honondblev 
•entamenta, ka feels hinnself particularly bounds — even shmdd • 
his wife not be mistress of his affections,— rto protect and treat > 
her with respect, yet, where he is completely dead to them, he 
looks on her as die most abject of women, merely becaose 
she belongs to him, and without scruple he allows himself to 
behaye to her with brutal ferocity* 

The interpreters of the laws, indeed, recegnimag the grie- ' 
rau» tyranny, which, in virtue of their decrees, persons ef 
that sex, that is peculiarly under man's protection, are liable 
to endure, in a country proud of its refinement and free eon- 
stitution, are every day gradually softening their spirit, to 
render them more indulgent to wives* In private life^ too,^ 
the custom is continually more widely spreading, of sheltering 
a wife's property from fidling into the hands of her husband. 
But pXk these expedients for ameliorating the condition of 
wives, succeed but ill, in reference to the aggregate of mar- 
ried women. 

They ve not calculated to render marriage respectable in 
the eyes of men, and where they do not respect it, they will 
often be tempted, by n^lect or unkindness, to make their 
wives very unhappy. 

The measures by which judges and society are endeavour- 
ing to secure married women from iUling into a conjugal sla* 
very, are too much pervaded by the principle^ that husbands' 
and wives ought to be on an equality* This presents a gen^ 
fal view of matrimony with which the commonalty of men 
will never reconcile themselves ; and, as fiur as they perceive it 
to be the one to which the practice and customs of the nation 
eorre^pond, they will ever be tempted to despise the marriage 
yoke, as net being for them an honorable one* 

Their whole frame of mind, when they draw their notions of 
die terms on which too spouses are bound to live together, 
entirely from the sense of what they are in themselves, and 
not from eompassiouate sympathies with any individual fe- 
male, prompts them to think that nature awards the supremacy 
to man : the very sentiment of honour which commands them 
kindly to protect a wife> and gently to bear with her infirmi- 
ties, in aeoommodated to their conviction of a husband being 



pffop6rijr Ins wadded partiiflr't dnc£ ft wtuM lu^gtidi «d 
deeqr for want of Mftdoit fraedou, wore it aal lUawad to 
eipiiliate in this idei. 

Hm sototlnieiit of iKmoiir Ium, at praaant, no afipawsi parl^ 
ia auggastbig to young man tka darite to aoppatt a I m ataw d 'a 
oMgistarial prerogatiTas. It k antirdy set Mirny in tiair 
hreaatp baaanaa law» cnatoniy andprinai^aa aaily inanlaatadto 
tiwm, lunre taught tham to aaak tba aontca^whanaaan affaadtd 
Itebnnd ahoold dariya tlia laat proafa of Mia anparior f^war, 
in a qvartar from tha oontamplntioa of wliiak Aa aaotUMMIaf 
bononr raocula. 

That quarter liaa in the danawie of forea; and die aauea 
wkanaa he aaama to them waminted to draw Ida p t oaaa d 
i^ga towarda hia wile, b the prinoipla that he liaa a rights 
atainlyy to oatnpel her to obey him. 

The youths who adopt suoh a prindpley though uaoally in- 
aapahle of eating aacmdinglyy 8tiH» by holding it ahatractlyr 
nourish in their minds a root of barbarity. 'Tia imp eeiih l e 
tittt they aan ever leant to take a dear, praetical* eadariy 
i4ew of the daatinalion of women» whan, in l e gi w d te tha 
prmoipal rdatioQ that they hare to filly their thaovstie prinai- 
ples conoeming them, are totally opposite to their p a n et ic a l 
•nee. Though they might di»cl*ini themselfea talring any ad- 
vantage of tyrannical privilegea ghren to a hnaband^ yet their 
assent to the maxim that he on|^t to be inteated wilk aneh, 
eentrthntea to keep ferocious passions aelire within tlmsuy and 
inoiinea them more read&y to illow them to uaufp the entiie 
mastery of thidr mind, wheir their rekitionawM ii|anhind at 
hrge^ inrolre them in iny eotatentieoL 

It seems to mey then; very n e o es s ary» that th# law aheuld 
acknowledge a husband's supreme powta'» by grantls^g te Ussr 
e^pesiallyy a right of radresa wlianr he has raaaas to be diasa* 
tisfied with hh wife : at the same time^ I eensidery Ihaft the 
grievanoes are Incalculable ifhkh ensue to sedely freas the 
priyilege being given to him of using to har tysnasdaal anc r 
don. 

The privilege granted to husbands above wivess ought to be 
such as would tend to invigorate, not to atife^ tkiir 
of honour. It shoald be one that would make 
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of ft^weiMpd pafioeB baiofguMtly. in tWr ponr^i «9d» hj 4i«r 
p«mi|^ than to^a.ganwoiM. UPSfAvnfm for her, exdie tb^m tp 
deternune ncMner ta avail theuiMlret. of this pririlegOi unlov^ 
hj.h&t auMoodoet the ricUjr deaanre tibai th^y should, ft 
flkaaldba.oM^lMHMTWt that iMNiaar did not bi4 tliein spam 
aHm^froai.tkoni ; one of iMck, in a greot oxtremityi it woul4 

ft iaoaqr ftr obaoworalo awnw AemMlveg thol die aet of 
oapnHMipoan^ iridch hoaoiir wonld aUow a jostty aiid greatly 
i a p i n ed koilbaad to oxeootOi is one that irould mm in freeing 
hiMnMT fcem Ub eoajugal Yoaalioiii^ not in inftclipg a. posi-' 
ttYO pwiishment on his wife. When honorable minded. niiW 

by aooneort'a fiowvrdaa98» they do not fed a 
e£ their legal power to rediipe. he? to 
by coennire aieaengeai they snfsedy vgh to be 4U«a» 
g^god; firoi^ hea. The. detaetatioa with which she inspires. 
haais aalhBaly on the bond wHvk anitee ^e^D^ to her» 
t o^ haraalf.. Tkmf woald wMngly a^ l^r Ui the enioy • 
meat of all the good lock posaiUe^ so iho eeneed to bo a iRQii- 
hkuMMM aMMttdasBfi of thfiifa. 

wAe^ail manJed oonpW ava wulad by % eofid^al, mDtai4 
1% aadliaa iiaay happily tc^ether^ the oj^eerr^ niay, 
r» pareeiva that tha eoii^jj^gal affoctioa of the ha^lMVi4 k 
V arUle that of the wife is no^ by the yagae 
Aat kaia only wiUaBg^ not of aeoassity^ anlyeoi to 
kia nufriage bond. Though few mmk like to seaa wi& preyed 
OB by»«a a atas i jealoBsy of aa*.baiag aofemistreas af their af- 
p ^ m h nih ii l l y if ker —jiif ifwis <tf thaU haTJag phced 
«a s a m aotkea dbjaft ka a?^ fiamded^ yet nost husbands^ 
alaoagly and oorahnhiely attaohed to a mf% 
i disoaaeang thift her dii^MMitien t# do what 
asaykeaggapsMatp tkyiiafn ykea ad by a UMle prevaative 
Thagplara to ase^isafipaai ker en4e%riag attentions; 

^^^^^^^^^^a ^^a^a ^^^b^p ^^^^^v^^^^avwp ^^^a^a^^^^aa^pv^^V^ waa ■•aa waa awaaa^ap 

ef asi aaihiblin eampanien tathem ; i|ad to raeognisa that her 
alaaiiij to phase thaas is samfarhat sl;imnl|ited ky tke dcead 
tkaS^ if aka abate of ker watekfalaesa to draw a husband's 
heaat a lw ay s faFaads hessel^ it may esoapiB from hery and fix 
its roviaig deaises on some other enticing object The husband 
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who reoeivM Iron a Mofsd.wilb wmUmomt p>— iog praofrof 
adevoled tendernessy a litde aoHiated by this kud of pvetven* 
thre jealonsyi may bea man of stmt» aaderen raligioiia piin> 
eiplesy whoM lenseof Us daty towards Chid aad sos Mly would 
not siiffor Inm to Tiolato his oonjagal tow, otob tiioogli lio JumI 
the mlsfertmie to be mited to a woflaaiiy who cUd not render 
him happy in the observance of it. Yet, notwithstaadaap that 
his* fidelity to his wife is rendered nnshafceable by his priaci- 
plesi he is still, usually, greatly flattered by madi^ an her 
manner, a taoit aeknowledgment of her oonsidering him So be 
only held in her chains by Jiis own ftoe will aod hor aauabk 
behaviour. 

Jealous thoi^ he may be to inspire a hi|^ opinion of his 
moral worth, both to his wife and the pubKc, he does not find 
that the former wounds, in the least, the confidence wUsh he 
wishes her to repose In his upright sentiments, when shs 
evinces an i^prehension that, unless she carefully fixes his 
affections, by a winning behaviour to him, he may pnve a 
fickle, inconstant, wedded partner. 

Very different is the relative position of a husband ; aad ill 
would be the compliment which a man would pay to a delicate 
minded wile, did he, while he was lavish to her of seneptsbln 
attentions, allow her to penetrate into the motive of his assi- 
duities, should he be roused to exhibit them by the dread that 
if she did not find in him a complaisant lover, she migbt look 
elsewhere tomeet with one. 

A woman of refined sentiments thinks, aad wishes kmr has- 
band to do the same, that, mdoM die can live happily with the 
man whom she has made rightftd possessor of her, all the 
firospects to which she can lookforward with hope ia tUalifSv 
are utterly withered. It is by this entire d^endenee oa him, 
by her incapacity to. taste any earthly happtnem if he be not 
a kind husband, that she iaterests, in her fiivour, his goaerom 
sentimmits of honour, aad indaces them to commaad him, 
with irresistible authority, not to deceive the coiddeiioe whick 
she placed in him, in plighting her £EuSh to him. The has- 
band who lets his wife perceive that he is assiduous ia eadea- 
vours to please her, to remove from her all temptation to con- 
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ji^ iM&Utiikfi traatt her as a oaane» dagenente beiiigy mod^ 
by offBadiag ker dignity, .impaira hia own. 

hutntBf that tlmre are maiiy women ao little irapfoaaed 
wkh a geandne aenaa of their omi digaity, that they are proud 
af reoai«ing from a hnabaad attentiona whidi they can traee» in 
his miady to a jeakma origin. Ijknrever, aa all awn of a noUo 
irqraf tUnkingy wiah, by their behayiour towards a wife, to 
elerate hersy OTory Iniaband of refined aentimentay when' he 
eviB«es» an hia deportment to hia conaort, a gaUant, eonrteona 
dispontimi* aatnrally doea so in a mode which iadiiaitea that 
his load obaeqniooaaeaa to her, aprings entirely fromaffBolion» 
fw that he ia incapable of harbonring any distmat of her in- 
▼ieUble idelity. 

fleeing that the claim of men to a snpevior firee will, eom* 
parstiTaly with women, inflnenoea erery obannration that they 
make on the female sex ; that it refers partienlarly to the po- 
sitkm which, in the quality of husbands they may fill, of 
diie& to their wedded companion ; and that its fall fnution 
seems neceasary towards imparting to them a lading of liberty 
competent, by inyigoniting their sentim^itB of honour, to in- 
doee them to be kind, &ithfiil protectors of the female aeai^ 
in all their manifold relations with it ; aeeing that it is there* 
fora deairaUe, that the justice of this, their claim to a supe* 
rior fiee wiU, should be practically admitted by the gorem- 
ment of the nation, I.think that the l^al rin^t given to men 
to vindicate^ by a decisive act of power, when a refractory 
coasort refuses them allegiance, tfchat authority which both na- 
taie and reUgien haa conferred on huabanda, ought to be ac- 
commodated to their sense of being entitled, more than their 
wives, to the exerciae of a firee will in the maintenance of 
their marriage bond. 

I have now deariy indicated the oondnaton whither I have 
been led, by my reaaoninga ceneeming the remedy which 
o^ght to be preeented to the hnabaad, who fiada hia authority 
set at nought by hia wedded yokeviate. The reader ha% ao 
daubt, lom^ diviaad it ; in fii^ where I had made my opinion 
kaoam reapecting the ill ceaseqaenoea whieh ensue to society, 
firaaii the power that is asaigned to husbands poaitively to ty- 
ranaise a wife, and make themselves absolute masters of her 



meaiis ought to be aAwded Dmm^i fimU|( mwtiiy 
pvans aatliorily» iriiOB a poifiit wife wtSmm wutnmmmmi to 
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f^noerely boliovo in thodootrinet of ohrittionilyy 

tItoodoMO dof to iwdi VMag ittdaTOBt. diifiploi^iiiiwfco wiooU 

itttbolMr, aadlbel itooBduoiTolo iketmffmk^i ihmm^r 
■itfs by» wUob Aej wmM he committoii auNQO than liMir 
wivMy to thohr omtL hoaoos wmd mnmrimumt for tiaa mnmiii 
■100 of thoi indioMlnbilitjr of thoirmonu^ kmL 

I hoTO alveody amply oqpUnody in tho intwdrtioa tQtfcio 
porty MMT nwtiTOs for Aii>iring> tk^ nociopai InwSy tHiiMh Ihov 
■hoaid not bo in opporitioB toitboooof rtirMihTd rtHyiomj nor 
dhoo tho foH dovolopettNBt of tlM nataral tyitoBi of moni 
order veqnifo that Aoy ihonM^ o^g'ht to ho adapted to the 
•ainral man not to the fpegonoaale. one ; for itiothnathat they 
iraold heet giro a wid^ ostenaien to that orderly di^oeitionof 
the hearty which preperee.it for oheriehiBf the 
of Oed» and for ctpoMiagit into the peodaetien of » 
immortal harreet.. 

The aeqnieeeeBoe of thalegiebtoe, in the doiho of amn, «o die- 
wAvBt for oyer, their matrimonial on|yagomeat irith a epeaao 
who has given them great eaneo of diepleeenve, ie tha mere 
reaMnaWoy hocanae it ianet aoendeeeenaioato t|noan»pt-aa* 
oIlBaiiene of hnmaaityv hntrnthorMondeeeeneionto thaitea 
qn te at ain e d hythenatmnlamnof hjaajghta, A dWfaw eon- 
duiwiwion for wt vee wonM^ indmd, be one ahewn t^ paofWgata» 
tfteointo pre p e n e iti e el for no w o men p a rtif nj ae i y y h m a wi eee 
irerepleeed h^fond the tyrannae oentrol of a hwahanHy— wonld 
eeeh to obtain a dirofoe from her wedded ohief» wheoo 



•oii»MilqwJgiwtfiaoti of mwlky. 

ftrfroBoolickig^ that llie id0% tlMi num %ve Mterally diivoi^ 
od Ir Mta^taiii, 4f their Imwng • ligfat lo cLUtqim aa offiMidkiflr. 
wife, tpnagv ftmtf a lianiMM of heart Iwtificatary of Ihdir 
ftlflB ttelaroi Moveveri. oar Saviour doet not sBArk the 
■i ightot dBeappwebaiUm of Moie%. flsr having eondeeoaadedi 
to tUr luHrf iiaaifediinii ; nor doea be, when promulgating tQ» 
lilidiaripieapreee|plaoonlmdteto83itoil» aay.a«oal that in^ 
piiat tkai-ha oddaeasee falattetf to man eoUeeted iato one. na-^ 

timet miniaitt a>h» at wdl aa te» eeperato indKridnabi \t 

lenae la me^ rithery that the mf^tsAouB. ex|»M80oaa witb 
whiA he eowimiita oa hiaii^nnettcai never to e ep n ia t e from 9» 
wM9f. denotoAal he enlf intende it to be reeeiwoit aa a h»w by> 
the private ooneeienee of eaefa iadbvidnal, who aspires sin-) 
stnfy ta bo ranhed hy him in the mnaher ef his dteoiples. 

Hewever, the legislatare^ to mark that it ia with extrameif 
SihstBnoetfmtitaGoonlstD mankiad any permissiott that ia 
4saM te^tfaom by 1km ve^realed n^vd of Ood,. as well as to. 
pkottatePthe goad order of soeiaty, oagiit to ordain that tiia> 
ptoeeesef itdngoiita divorce sba& bo someidiat lediona;* 
tffordiiig to many respectable persons opportunity to eacpostn* 
hit with the parly aMteni on obtaining one^ and to keep his 
d«gB| tm after varioaa att empt s have been made ineffectnaUy^ 
lediaiaadehim^lirom ft^ aeecretto.thepnbHc^ 

i imew thflt Aa possesiMNi, by men,, of Ae privilege ta di«. 
mvmadluigneaUe wifei redneee women to a very a1||aot 
toadition, in the oonntries where their lords enjoy this privi* ' 
lege^ k eense f ae n e e of the general eontampt entertained ft»r 
ihateisle sei^ and of the onanimoas determination of men 
teslakitlntoastate, where it ean have na eppeatnnity la 
dbpfaiy tiie natho dignity of iibmaiitei whisb it is capable of 
■BibUiDg. Yet, I thiri^ netwiHiatanding, that the coafidmg 
If tUs prbBege to fandnaids, aaifl^ tend to seenring the happi^ 
Amvtf thamairii«o state, and to haighteauig the roepeetehi 



* Bilt iiot ex^ttulfe • tat tio otttaol^ to the way of a dlrwce^ flhonU' 
WiMailMlltniiHpBtraasKalhMtothavkb* . 
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Iky of Ihm ibmile dliiMuiter, w<ere the ifisit ^pertmXutg th»cml 
poUty auoh as to nwnifiwt a dnoere iotentHMi in the inrtilBF 
tort and upholdera of it» to reader, to the atBieet» womea 
worthy of reverenoey and merely to place them in that degree, 
of tabordinatioDy whieh natore had decreed ahonld be lanNir- 
•ble to the full expansion of their most landaide qnalitiee. 

Did the most influential persons in the eommnnity stady to 
habituate yonlhs to regulate their conduct by firm, virtuous 
principles ; did they* also manifest a high respect ior women, 
and place them peonliarly under the care of that fpokwe portien 
of society, who might be expected to take the deepest interest 
in the improvement of their character, and to understand the 
best how to effect it ; did they further commit to their gnar^ 
dians the power of raising tliem according to their deserts, to 
such posts in the social order as would call for the exeraae of 
considerable talents, and give to their virtues very wid^ im- 
mediate bearings ;*-^id the influential persons of the commu*' 
nity thus uphold the dignity of women, and form its opinim 
in their favour, they would not, I am convinced, be exposed 
to the danger of losing the power or the opportunity to obtain, 
in the nation, the very highest degree of consideration to which 
tiiey could pretend, were the privilege in question granted to 
husbands. 

It should ever be remembered that the mode in which the 
governing portion of the community can best extend its pro- 
tection to women, for the sake of supporting their dignity and 
priHUOting their happiness, dc»es not consist in fixing a suspi- 
cious vigilant eye on the conduct of husbands, as if they wwe 
the principal enemies who sought the humiliation of the female 
sex. When the transactions which occur between two wedded 
yokemates, are considered to furnish the point which the civil 
government and society^— where they seek to hold out a gene- 
rous protection to women,«-«<mght particularly to attend tOp in 
order to defend if necessary the weaker party,«— wh^i such is 
the point at which government and society especially embrace 
the cause of women, the exhibition afforded by the national 
morals, has a continually increasing inclination to vulgarity 
and disorder. To purify and elevate them, every kind of sub- 
ordination, instituted by nature, ought to be idSMle to stand 
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fbrwttid, in the eonttiuMm of sodet^, In toU, deritivte re* 
lk£ Ifere putiealarly die authority of hosbaiidi ought to 
be rospeetfidly iqiheld in tbe coniminiity» rinee on it every 
speeies of daasified natnral snperiority leans for support. 
' Their preregattiTes as the party on whom the matrimonial 
engagement confers the rank of lAief, are surely not enough 
respe^rted by the civil powers who ast on the principle that, in 
Mfer to provu themselres kind protectors to women» they 
maf^ above aU things to demonstrate their readiness to screen 
them fiom oppression in their disputes with a husband.* 

To enable them to act as valuable enlightened friends to th# 
Ibeble sezi the civil powers should place themselves on a very 
MMrent ground ; on one that would open to them much more 
comprehensive views. They should endeavour to rear men. so^ 
as So prevent their cherishing before marriage dispositions 
whtdit if they yield to them after it, must necessarily make 
them bad husbands ; and they should exert themselves to stamp 
on general society, opinions highly propitious to the elevation 
of the female character. 

Thoee who wbh to support women at a very respectable 
rank in fhe social order, would do well to impress on their 
minds this ethical truth, that husbands— -considered strictly as 
snebr--by no means deserve to be looked on as tyrants do- 
siioiis of detruding their wives into too low a place. When 
indeed you first rear a man to indulge prodigal propensities, 
and thdn put a wealthy wife entirely in his power, he will not 
resist the temptation, to treat her merely as a fount destined 
to supply his extravagance. But, where a husband is carefully 
educated, and not fdaced in situations too much adapted to ex- 
rite him to rapacity, every sentiment awakened in him by his 
mntrinumial relations is, generally speaking, liberal and gene- 
nms^ He does not indeed well know how harmoniously to ac- 
cord the tender feelings that incline him to unlimited indul- 
gence towards his wife, with a due exercise of that authority 
'wMi whidi, in quality of lier chief and guardian, he is invented. 

* I do not mean to iatunuatc that, as society is at present constituted, ft 
does not highly become the authorized powers to support women, as they do, 
agiSatt tho eryi^s ahuaes which s huiband may make of his conjugal domi- 



ttion 4ii tke'flocU drdearomidllim, iftr rfer e n ce td'Mi um^ 
wi^aufnMtg the ofaarge devolved on ktm, «6 miatifai Iwr «l 
Inr d«e phiw h Ui teittj and MKieCf • 
Let tlmtlMeitll fewffnmgmMfaMlj regnktolMr plM^ed- 

inip TOP wBb MNI^Bl m W0III6II 6n WB6 pIVMIpW| iMft 'Vt^^spy WUtl^ 

dk[MMh^4mBf b«th to "pt e p MO Hm iftindier mm, ^irlkiilr 
k0o#nis^ InttWoidsi to preJuoft -dmndiiiliy — d OidiillBWiiwi 
Ifce g i a a w e ui, toadar tonAineiitey wliMi iMr eMniMef kito * 
conjugal- vehtion liaa a natoral tOBRieiiof to exaitoia ^haan^ Ml 
tiaoy SD irfady to guide tfie opiatoaof aoriely^'IlM* it mmy io- 
daee InaiMnida to aeqoit AennelTea lioaoonMy aad^atfanaly 
^' ttheeWgailaii to «piioId a irUb, as ftr aft do f wda Mi Aiaftb 
4b thaylaaa'iyfcttod toiywaaiilytfc»coBglltotlattaf<te»i(ll^^ 
ffltomal yoTemneRt 9-:4e^ tke oiiril poirera do Ihit, and thay 
nay salUj refrain^ witkool aay evil veaiMiig fWMiliiair ii^ 
Wamioey fttHB 'erer almeat iiitofioiing'9 ki wO'OaalMiitoMM'aMl 
tmy arise between married Doaplea^ 

A hntbaady in the state of society to wMeh I advert, mwM 
be far inore Aequenl^y witjhheldy by his eeaiiaieaisof hMonr, 
Ironi Tepndiating his wtfe^ than he is neir, hvm Utakkg 
tage of the laws that resign her ao helplessly into Us 
to give her-positite HI treaftment. Thetonanr^ fc a m i n in 
is such, tint they are caleniated to bhaae niiHiniaBtB ef hsBNir 
<awsy from a hnirtmnd's breaaty where they have Ml • ■ e egy 
^atrong tenaatova fi>eting in 4tr whereas, ondartbe aaaaiayStoai 
'WidiwUdi I am co mpaiing ' ear preseatene^ asntfaaanto-af 
lionour,*^4iccordlag to aay eaaaeptien ef 4t|*-*woaM Iwtoimift 
tir flourish Tigoronsly in the besem-ef ewie)MBa% even «f hh 
'to whom ntttnre had been peiiniuiia of the seeds ef Ihi 

Where tiiese sentiments ea e r e iso rew sllass asithoitof < 
man^ hearty they not only iraperienriy eomnand him to 
ftmn posttire iB treatment ef-his wife, bat also, in maat< 
from dissolving the Iiend nnitng-him toherytthaaghFehn'SB^- 
tives which determine them to Issue these 4apo iija»eiiana eve 
^different. 

Aa hananaable BModed man, will aeirer stoop to JnHirtii^ 
positive aevere penaftiea on bar w8e, becaosei whatever 



ihe « <w |io n f oif » iNMli^MBlmM i griMl m wmmbd* 
Ab h— o im Ji l e tumMi mam will wl» wMMfal MMilenlUi 
p wi¥mirtutt| jr<piidiMl> fck wifc» fcemio, thMfli kki iMietf 
Aitf t«inirii.UMMlf di«MMC«itaia4wiM to of ywe MBdal^ 
iaifHiffUi iMttiMinlal ^iMaty hii IbdJagt <rf iWiniioliB 4lir 
!■» hriplwi yM>iui» -Mll-4iM thM Imt nheoadvol mmm^ i#> 
laiiliMyiMi^tiiirtte 4» |«ilMy y»iiil»«iU>aift to <Hrfn-m 
4f A ito to it^'thiit4tt>it, ly it>g ool4iM MVk 

it«dtpliMNo» 

Hswerer, iho«t|li lU oloiig t k«^*tftoltly witkoA^lrto^te 
twinstood 4kftt tko fMipM vouiouty iiiiiA I eoneoifo Ao Mtfonal 
■dad tMnnplilit of oo qiiMo g ^ woro it dot^lopotf in^rttoflt 
mirtri 0iitj>y iiit«i«, ooiMttOtboTrnditfed^llrartfioinj^lM^ 
«r durable withovt-lho^ld of Ike ehrfttittrTeligibn, TeVartU 
4iri|y#tt imdeif diientiOB) iftore-peitiorittrly reuifaidB'iiie bf tlie 
eoMMOuienotB of'OflDr wny 'nilBy'^oworat vie eitwbiiiniiieittt 
Mfft e oM olMi it ion of a good lytkett of aalioad order, -1 lUak 
4tiri||&^ diiUaOlly Oo aTow iny'Opiiiioiii tlitil tton'o temlineiitii 
of 4ioiio«reo«]d'aot'long'1>e tmstedtoferi&tddng^adSvoreo 
t«»f «ai«ly ooenrfn %m mlioiiy weretlvey not to be^rehiforoefl 
%y 4he foweirM toiee -of tfcediristiaii vdigioii; wldeli*wo«M» 
•I if^piPelMid> havo Ikr preateir nfiaenoe tyrer nuuildiKdy'iitfder 
•tko^etdhir of ihkig« tluit I deHaeatOy-ldHHi ii faaaatprefieflt. 

'JBitt> (Oappotiiig a retpeet fat .tiie proMpts -of our dnritio 
narter, to prerent every hntbaad without exceptfooy ihna 
*pianihig the meaiiaio to whiehy { thiak, that they oagfat, lAen 
| i wi »i k od to the laet eartremityy be^pemitted to hare reeonrge, 
tlto'intaral a e u li men t'ofi honour, erer aetire in maM^teaMt, 
-wottM ellU 'breathe freely in a wholtmiaati atmoBphere^ in 
cenaw q aeaee of their reeoHeeiiag Aat the legld enaetmente Of 
T iaii ^OBMtry left th—yiore than they did theinrives, tinst- 
ii^^*tiieir aim hononr and pttncipka ftr remaining witidii 
Mi^f a-oea^tqpil'OkigagenMnit ; ^and that, by ta dofaig, they 
a daeMMe antau^iedgauieiit'^of their nflenrai anpteunej 
iiv^eraaonaort* BMhekm, when meditating on the salgeet 4tf 
■naiilliaiii, nwl atwiin Is theve^eae, aet very fhr adraneod^i 
•fB^trha daat aM#oi|Uettdy do ia?^-^wadd pw o a i re a pohit»*iii 
ibealraetare of iheaoclil tjMttr^t 'whkh tWr Botfoai^ 
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rnlrtw to kuUMi rag«liitM% «aght to mJ0fwh99^wommt 
could fiadly immi o mmU jio o J i ao as aollo he Imed into a 
rifliia«f uovooMBly al any part of tho liae fmaeoted to theai 
J»y dMirnAaelMm^ oo A» ▼•riooa aapaeH whiab tliag raktiont 
villi » wMb wif^ exhibits TUa point, thoi^ it wosld ooly 

.and that it wodd in pnatiae' reftiat ita «iiiveiit» firoaa boiq^r hapt 
ahot by thoir own ptiiMiplaa» woold atiU play bafoie Ihair'laM- 
ginatioii aa o pointy at whioh that aothority might liod an HBoaii- 
trolad paaai^ to a fbU aaaartion of ita r^taw 
^ Tbeir aalf4ove^ booomniy in eo n a oqnan ee, leaa damoroiia in 
the ama^im of thair own privileg«a» their benevokot ienti- 
menta iroold more quietly flow, and ofteaer mahe on their 
mind both ordeily and goMrooa impiouaioni. 
, The abiiaea to whieh there appeara reaaon to apprAaiid» 
that the power of divoreing n diaagreeaUe wife would qnichly 
lead, are, I am nware auch, that they would 80<m, did they 
follow the grant of aoch a privilege to hoabanda, invnerae the 
whole oommnnity in guUt and ruin. Bnt, in a world wherein 
the primary duty of man ia to re^ vigoronaly over iw«i^f 
any impulaion given to hia mind eimtriboting to ita full dove- 
lopemenl, muat tend to multiply in it the aourooa of vioe^ If 
he allow the varioua qnalitiea unfolded in it to £all into diaor- 
der, from n^lecting ateadily to regulate them by finn, iqprlght 
principlea. 

, Every precaution would be taken, in the state of the moral 
world whose existence I am assuming, vigorously to "unfold 
the mental fiAculties of mankind, and at the same time to en- 
gage them steadily to move, without turning to the right band 
nor to the left, along the path of virtue. Not only would 
they see themselves subjected to a national goveniment pro- 
per to inspire them with livdy, well ordered hopes, and a salu- 
tary awe of the opinion of the most respectable part of the 
community, but a virtuous emulation would subsist botweou 
different countries. Each people would be quickened in the 
prosecution of upright designs, by the dread of exposing itaelf 
.to just repioaches from the for^gn nations, with whom it 
.would be leagued to advance nature a scheme of universal 
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w49rM&w Jiol 4Mg ite f«ft to oeriMlidato ifti wgB ottMrdi. 
£>ch p«9ple woiilil bMi468» beimpsU«d.by AnardeQl desire to. 
assist te extend ^rer the wliole fi^e of thagtobe^ the muty of 
this subliine syyteia of order, and, — sltf>ald the hypetheeie 
wUch I hmre propounded ia the iiret pert» eoneeniag onr le- 
latioofl with other worlds, bo found worthy of a geaaal re- 
ceptioDi— 4he enthoeiaeiA of eaeh people in dieoMue of Ttrtno, 
would be kindled into «n .irreetible flttmot by reieetiont on the 
bearifligg of thoeystem of natiowd goTenunent eetaUiehed on 
euth, on the dettiay of the inhabitants of higher ephevee. 

These various indaoemeats to persevere in the glofiow 
track into which it had entered, would be, I fondly hope, power* 
^ to keep every nation, that had once moulded its sodal sys- 
tem on nature's plan of universal order, for many ages viito« 
oos and nucorrupted; and to determine almost every maivied 
man belongiiig to it^ however strongly tempted^ finnly to ab« 
ttain from eontribating to spread in society a rehucation of mo-» 
nls, by the dissolution of his matrimonial engagement. » 

Were women once to learn to think that it might be a la^py 
occurrence for them to be cBvoroed by a hasbaad, instead of 
erer contemplating it as the most dreadful worldly dii^graee 
that could befal a female» then indeed would those ordorly sen- 
timents which serve virtuously to r^gulato the movements of 
the homan mind, have fallen in their bosoms into an alarming 
ttate of inefficacy. To guard against this evQ, prudence re- 
quires that the momentous privilege, with which, in certain 
conditions of society, husbands might, as I think, advantage- 
ously be entrusted, ought not to be granted to them till the 
female mind has universally been wisely fashioned ; by the ex- 
otement in it of a reasonable ambition ; by the vigilance of an 
^ghtened, respectable society ; by habito of industry gene- 
rally diffused among women ; and by the reduction, in almost 
all cases, of the hereditary fortunes of the wealthiest heiresses 
to soch a moderate sum, as to o£Fer them little inducement 
to yield to an insatiable thirst for pleasure. 

Should Ae attempt ever be made, to realize the system of 
order which is the subject of these speculations, various reasons 
demand that it shall be allowed to acquire in the nation some 

you III, u 
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fommd coBihteacy, ere^tfi^ p»WM to *?»■»• C D i mwt « AJt 
1^ Mrted in hatbMida. B«( once* it itwett •mnged.iB h, audi 
pat iiit« tofficieiit aeCivity Mfaly to admit of thk pmflege 
Miig: granted theiiH I Mi«v» tlllM^^ if it be pti«^^ 
hM tern tfan, the tystBOi will nt admn e e to ke proper eoo- 
WMnnieti»n> It will on the eoatiw^ ineeulUy leti e g i n d e, till 
aftJaetitgivawnf toraiiMNM dieorder»» 

At nllofonti n kmg period' mnet^ I pi e wiM% ehpee^ ete-the 

jnetioe of my opinlone eonoeniing the- ifrreiee^^- wqi pe ehi g 

them to be well founded, ahell beoeme erideBt to tltt greet 

meeeof the nation. In the mean frinlef— «• ftr ne they ihall 

be hBow%--4hey will meet probably be eererely oenenied. 

AppreheaeiM that this wiH be the eaae, I think it admabie 

not to eenelndothia ehapterwithent depreeating each an inter- 

pretation of the aentimenle eentained in i^ as slndl import 

that I.have not aft heart. either the weUare of my aez, or the 

promotion amongmankind of a ateady, e ftcacio oa iaitk in the 

doctrinei.ef the ehnetian religion^ for snoer^ am f-peranad- 

ed dmt the meaenro wUeh I recommend wonM^ UT intro- 

dneed at a aeaeoaahle- time and with doe preeantion^ hare a 

eery hi^y reeoh both in ferwarfing the impror«nent of wo- 

amn'o eondition) nnd'in amiating to preparo'the people*! minds 

for. raoeMng, wMh proibuid nflbetion and gratitode, christian 



CHAPTER XVIL 



imAB&m- WHY, IN THOSE HOUSES OF RETREAT, CHIL- 
DREN SHOULD BE MUCH. DRAWN TOGETHER ROUND 
THE INHABITANTS OF TH£M* 



One adrantage that should attend an. entoiywi^ni .e{ 
men*s sphere, sufficient to indnce th^m to Iffunn.Wi. tiJE^jin. en* 
lightened sorrey of the entire range of mep's. dnl»e%.aiid to 
giTe them so wide an inflaenca over thein» thig^ amidet the 
vast multiplicity of a&irs which occupy theniy they cenlden* 
gage them to rest, constantly, under the control of food 
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ifnpiliieft whitb raiga im mm't bosoOM^ wImi they feel or 
cimtii^»liie iImi wwldags ef tomtatv fMilf afiMiem, wovM 
tafuAmi bMome eoMMMuniie to* att their refartioiM wftli 
hMA^alDM^eoitiist iB'tiMirdefl)il^[«, eithem^ kiditidttab 
er wilh eoHeetirv masoBs of mum^ n^Mlher tliejr niglift apper<. 
teintathrirawBoiHBitryertoferetgn atatefl) %hj wouM be 
n^M^^A «Mlf IwraMMiied by I^iy feelings wmiiBl^g ihim 
Am teMibilityto the paeumli ilial and fimtenml affeetbns* 

TbtjiaiaeaM ef vponmi 'caimet- faflrre 8«eh wide bearinge, 
^ukmh be ai«M by the intereet wbieh diikftood and inlha«y 
ii««rireli ealeidated to inapire. Tia when^ a wmnan iqypeart 
m^mnM gmrdisR and tender friend of a Hatle floek be* 
in^g^to tha riiing generatioa^ that die is inipeiBted, in the 
eyes' of b^lden^ with all her haaianiafaig dignity. Tft 
thea that she aaema a fbaatain of pore affsetionoy wfkenoothey 
inadiafts^ l» siafc into the speetafter'a^aiiad, atid'contert^alMiis 
Minga intoBovaneala ef kiadaess and beaei^oleaee. 

We do aot feel» far the aMWt estiaaable waaien^ ihe ftA» 
nspsdU, sympathetM interest which it is fiftibg' fka« lliey 
disald^hMpirei aatese w6 see tham bband^ la Ibnd^ materairi 
ties, with iMippy» bat w^ tnnned ehttdren, tlia fteikigs of 
toads i a e sM with, which we contemplate both parties, must 
amnlgsmsie^togethen t» prodaoe that deep^ sanrsd sentinMnt 
^ Isve^andrespeett wldch sheald stir within- as when we eon- 
•Msr a tsaly aariaUe, rirtnon^ woaiam 

It istherelbre diesmMe^ thai children should congr^^ate 
isash voaad'ldia ftimales settled in these houses of retreat; 
sod become to tbsasatyeats of real, thoinfh wisely madteratad 



Ths rsader» perhaps, jadgkig of liie afihetHms that mast 
tSvayshe-aaparienoed by hinv in children's company, fraai 
^rentkna- which he has endured when fbnd parents hare 
vtsdMSd'thairaTery l^oablesome, may not relish the idlBa oiF 
ksspiafwomeVy la whose sosi^ty, he thinks, that he could at 
^'sMsttihe pleaswe, constancy surroiuided by a loquaeious; 
iofaiitile band* 

Bat hair to recoAec^ that the children, in these booses, 

u 2 



fitly, nor to toek to draw tt» aitt6iitioii wmIbIj to ikmrnMitm. 
. When ehildren keep in their proper pkce, tint. Aoy an 
ckeerfal and at eeeot yol anoUmOTe and obedient a iImi eo- 
eieif of groifn ap penoas; Ike woniaa wko cmboI tika 4»* 
li|^t ia iMldif, yal Tigikatty iaqieetiag tken wkk a p ai ea t i l 
oye^ end Ike man wko finde that tkeir withdrawneat firoai-tke 
ooMpaay waald be a relief to hiniy are both <rf thorn iMean* 
Ue toJiBdiagt wkieh, in a wdi comtitnled eoeiety, aagkt to 
be awakened in tkenu We eeanot ealtivafee tke whole aaaad 
of eoqialt benoTolent gympathiee, wiA whidi we ehoaU aa- 
deavoar to eorich onr minde, naleet we-een gaae with inftereii 
on well behaved children, in whom the latelleetael teohki 
are more nr lem nalUded. However theee fhealHet aoay ae^ 
qalve etrangth, In ppoportion at onr miad advanoee jio w atdi 
natnrtty, it enlRm, notwithtmidiay, in eome reipeots, a di* 
Buantion of them ettU as it recedes from infimcy. It loses 
^hat flexibility which enables children qnickly to amodale 
tkeir thoughts with those of the persons who eonTerae with 
.Aemi and readily to learn to make use of tke same symbols 
ia ezpreasing tbem. It loses that brilliancy of imaginatioB 
which causes the worid to wear, tar ehikben, as beantifid a 
glow, as though It glittered like tkemselTes in all tke Iresknen 
of ypnth, and was continually enliyened by gales coBspeteoC 
to infuse into the heart exquisite sensations of gladness. 
. Th9 consequence {% that if grown up persons do not know 
kow to associate their feelii^ to thos» of cbiWl|<wti tb* f>cs»m 
4rf benenrolent qrmpfOhies which shouU fisrtiliao their, ksait 
dwindles away, and leares it too barren to prodnoe'Sk yas 
rons gvowth of idnliaed* becomiiv seotimants. 

On what occasions parents, whose children wore noC laeeiv- 
}«g their education in these houses of retreat^ shonld ke.ia- 
dnced to come there accompanied by them, I cannot prm is sly 
dotennine; and shall confine myself to sayings jagaaeralL dut 
it appears to me that it would be desirable to hold^ia them si 
certain stated times, festive or solemn ^moeliagi, lAsn. their 
doors should be thrown open to laigo assemhUes of iadiWdiiab 
from the surrounding district. 
. To these assemblies little children should be . welcomed. 
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Thef thoold be ofatfeadl Vof^tAet^ «nd eMoriy parMmt, not,' 
nalctt inodenlaUy, ike pare&ls of aay of them, be appoiatotf 
to fuptrintond tbem. 

Tbo cUUrea odocalod ia ibeoe hovtety or ftofMndf to-* 
CMTod M gmm in Aem, iBiglife» Tory wdl, be giwUy com-' 
poiod of the yoathef tbe two ioxos; for not only vAg^ lk^ 
fmSmmm attbobead ofseminerietof odoootioaln their Bei|)li«> 
bmnboody be iuTited oftea to pasa tbe erenn^ tberOy aeeom-^ 
ponied by tboaeof tbeir pnpib wkb wbom tbey bad reosoo t» 
bo ntitfied, bat alto the elderly men inhabiting them, mighty 
withoat improfrietyy be alio wed to recttve boyaof a Tory ten* 
derage iato their oopamto i^peftmentti and to bertow on 
Ibe fnt rodimenta of edneation* Thete dnldren woidd' 
■UBgle with the female pnpila at the boors of play and 
cKatao% wJien they wonld be aader the eye of fecial preeop-t 
tionofi and, probablyy of many general gnardiaotf. 



CHAPTER XVIIL 

r 

tHOUGHTS OK TUB ARRANOEMENT8 TO BE ESTABLISHED IN 
THESE HOUSESy FOR EDUCATING THE FEBIALE PUPILS, AND 
OV tUk MANAGEMENT OF THEM DURING THEIR HOURS OP 
RBCHEATION. 

I lUI oflbr a few remafkt on the edoeation of Ae female 
PfUkf pheed nnder the goidanoe of the memberi of Ae esta- 
MihaMBto in qnestaon. 

Cvetbonld be taken to imboe their mind irfA pnbHe tit- 
tooi aad to improM in it erery principle proper to determine 
AenttofeMI their dntieo towardi their conQtry, as well as in 
pfintoHfe. 

In MMoqnenoe of the greater feeility which a public educa* 
^^ ai compared wiA a private one» offers for accustoming 
At pi^il's ndnd to grasp the whole range of its duties, it 
^'vM be adtisable, in such a state of things as I here con- 
WmplatOi that most parents should feel it incumbent on them- 
^|iT^ Ibr some years, a public education to their daughters. 
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The evik Ast rtall» ia a latge leaude MmfaMry, Mtai -mnI 
4 flnnher of girls, ■• their p noec plrw w qflinot car uMi y iwlA, 
mingling together, might be aroided, by the deaial fa any 
tmmif^ aaatlledraniidit the aiatib e r i ef ea» of 
of the peraMMion ta eharga heraelf with tha 
miffithiii of laeiaali,^efinlleaamharaf papOi; ae 
afar pA^ nmgedl, tn pritmte^ aafcr diAnai haad% wet t^ 
gethmy theirnaelinga wonU be mMOmif yabMa, la 
ef tWr bmng aelgeet to the laqpaetieB of aavanl ^ri 
gHMrdaaoi^a) 

Hie y^ ihNdd aba ha hnftad to fabast ocmne, i» Ike 
Bliial lliai their aomaitoliea, aad tlw ealtnre ia them af a 
teme ftr ai^geat, p eaeo fu l arte, waahi M0W. Bygiffn^tlMm 
tame ^ o gia e of aothaaoafaga, their tntan weaM bett reawdf 
in their feiaei any thimy that lypeew too feeble in waaraa'a 
evgaaumtion ; nor waold there ha any daager to ha ifpre- 
hended, of their aeqairing raeh strength and resolntion as not 
to need the protection of men. They would only heeome 
sattable oompaaioas for them, md reader the daty of protect- 
ing them lightsome and animated to them, by coarageoasiy 
doiag mneh to asust ihemselres. 

By aoGostoming them to be actire and intrepid, their tatms 
woald also dispose them to greater steadiness in their views, 
to more constancy in their friendships with each other, and 
eoaseqaently, to greater fidelity to all their eagsgementa. 

Female pupils, in the midst of their reeieations, leqaire 
nearly as macfiio hare the aatire games whi^ Iteyaaa te 
parsne prescribed to them hj a grown, up saperiataadeal; as 
they do in their hours of business, to hare their sedentary «m- 
ploymeata marked out to them by a governess. -Boys, asare 
independently eonstitntedt can take unboaaded dei^ht ia 
games of their own invention, while those of giifo wha are 
left to choose for themselves active amusements, tn eaa* 
staatly dnfl and langaishiag. They appear more acwylad in 
looking about to find a boy, or a grown up person, whom, they 
may entice to associata himself to their playfal band, dmnia 
giving a firm taxture to their sports, which seem at atrary 
moaient ready to dissolve. 

Did the superintendents at play hours of female piyil% die* 
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lrt»^,flw Ae>|>l«i of their iMNfciietj >mti midnm Ar ^llnni 
Bttcli M woald excite in tbem a liv^ ^janlntidii -end Jceep 
their whole attention engaged, they would prerent their re- 
oreetionsfinom kindliBg4n thrai^ ee-th^ -often do at preienly 
» f pint of artful coquetry, 

TUt spirit -iailinred -in girk when they aire eagi^ged in mat- 
ter! that leally do not interest thenit but to which they are 
isdaoed to attend by the* imagfinationi that, this apparent occu* 
pstiea afcwh itheni aa ^ppaytnaiiy of tdiylayiug tgwecs ' and 
•MHHlieifs ta -eke eyes "Of apeetators* 

Bfte^Mogh ihefeMo«ld%e'noae( pMMnt He aimive "Mm* 
jret, AnhM Vi^far Hght pui^itt leave didr restless imagfhiatibti 
tiiii«r\o w6rk, ahd should they induce them to beliete that the 
attention which they bestow on them heightens their charms, 
this Tolatile faculty will supply them with spectators and they 
will eoquetiiUy wuJt in.the idea ctf -the nptnre ^with whioh 
Ikey are riewDadliy/peieMB^ -^wlumi ^heyharelhe^ir iOf 



WMsift^MkMl ^asiOob Ibr adttiiMlloii oti^ tolm (fir^nM 
from ai^trng witli this duplicity. It is true, that tidught but the 
exertion by themselves of good sense and good principles, can 
ciKtoally guard th^m froiH.the temptation to try to excite 
•dmintion while they affect to hare their thoughts otherwise 
^ployed. But still, good habits could be given to them dur* 
iiig the course of their education, by never leaving them time 
to thiok of the effect that .they produced, udien they were 
eappsitiar •asifk e sB ag eiaes »aa'«Mght «atiicaUy JMd 4hem to 



I'dduMWtWh that Aey^HigM not ^se^ aitd^very much 
too, td'H^Alfr^dir ekterior mien gractful and engaging; but 
the more it is in ihe company of amiable youths that tbey try to 
hestowea it, polite attractions, the more they will commonly 
Fassarf^ vhile they endeavour to adorn it| artless genuine 



Aathrfr wish, when they are in such agreeable eoaqpamy, 
to please persons-present, will be avowed and noaffeeted, their 
imagination, if they be otherwise reared simple and sincere, 
^ not, usually, be tempted to take an oblique direction,(^) 
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nor lo inoito them lo ead€iiTOiir lo aUure the imwwy by kMg« 
iaf eot erliiQU odeon. 





KOTBS TO THE EIGHTEENTH CHAPTER. 

fSeepagf 210. J 
(a) Mmy mn ooooilfe that 4iigla 

«r kMNb Mf i^nrrtnwii hmm, lwwt«w» kd bm to 
lloiM]t«BiaU«tisi^wom«ianp«iwU7CQttfeCMtto laji^» iathsniBd 
«f (ifii^ tluklMlldy bfWMl bwbof Maad priadplM^ bnfrolinl ftuHiij^ and 
lore of lioMeiiifiilf €m^Uijv»ukt9t whiob an^y. praptiw thcM to fiUil^ in 
an esMoplary nMumer, tli« dnUm of a wlA^ noUier an4 mhtrwi of a hMse, 
Aoold Hofwba their Wt to baohaifad with Umhi. The fartSoohff *el&i«i, 
appotaliifaif to Urn aiaiilimiilal tteib cmiol te odM CwA hi iphmb% 
whfli Aay ava yal o&afifnatatod wiA tfMai laktloM^ 

I hara^ uaaallyy tiria great adwmtoga fir aaathara^ <hit thay 
the taak of fMi^t admeatUw, Ouoamolhan havafam- 
pktod that of their own ahUdroBk <hey ara oommpnl y aT«w to falsf mu»$ 
for tha aake of atraDgera, throogh tha labovn of auch an imdvtakiiigi 

(am f^Sll.) 

(6) tt b oommonly remarked that hoya and girb b^gln early to dSaphy 
an opposition of taste, characterized in the former by a delight in rDbasC ez- 
erdsea, and In the hitter hy a prafere&oe gitoi orvr arery aetltie amoaettffiif 
to the aedentary one of phtying with delb. 

I cenftaa that, aa Ikr aa my ranaika ataed, tha fifMlpli of 
eppoaitioii halng fafahlfahad hy aatin% aaaim to ma to ba gfmrtly 
fated. Tha primary Inclinatioii of little giria appean to me to Impel 
like little boya, to active aporta. Whn aoeh qparta are psvhihiled to them ; 
when, particularly, they are tooght that they do not beeomo them^ then, 
Indeed, they oontentadly abandon them for the pkaaure of drawing a doU. 
Sometimea eren when they are not prohibited to them, they ^bdly fbnake 
tfiem ibr their baby hooa^ ahoold they have fbr eompaalona boy^ wha 
tngaga In asefdam beyond their atreogth, or appalling to tholr ftai% or 
who choeae to pmaoe their qparta aeparately from them. Thafar paailiit tm 
dell draaafaig la, howerer, atill bat a aeoandary InellnattoOy whick oMaina 
the pre-emlnenee becanae the primary one ia auppreaaed. 

In boy% were they left to the aimple dictatee of nature^ auch a paauoa 
would be a aeoondary incUnaiioJ^ aIao» for. In the momenta when, from 
waariaomanem or any other cauae, they wctt reduced to aaek aedtntary n- 
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iw i tlwn, iMCMDg would. In g«mnl, ptaM tbem better Uum to aviit tteir 
deten In dnm\ng tbelr dolls. A glrly it la tmei Uhm thie eniyleytl for 
Its own «ki^ wliUe a boy perhaiM only rellahea It firom aympathy with his 
female eomponlone ; tfins proving that he ha% lev than theyi an original 
taate ibr It. It Is hard, howercr, to say exacdy what his original taste 
wonld be, were It not so quickly modified, from the notion being InAised 
faitp him, that Ma dignity requires Mm to employ himself dlArently from 
gills. Of this I am sure that, for the ilrst three or fbor years of his lUs^ If 
he be allowed to follow hie natural Impulse^ he oommonly preftrs a Uttlo 
imago of a homaa figon to any otherapeclea of toy. 

Thn dift i'W i OB^ to whieh I allude In the tost, esems tome to oonstHnts a 
mom wiarhod and unirersal distinetlon b et n r sen the charaoter of boya and 
glrle^ than doea a p wftre n ee^ on the one aide^ of aodvo amnoeaMAtiib and 
on thoother, of dressing dolls. This dUIerenoe reeolta from the readlnees 
with which boys eonoentrale th^r entire attention on tho oljeet of their 
pkys^ whUe that of glrla Is Uabla to ramUo away from it* 

Th«% If aerowd of speetators etand lookin|( at a number of boyt en- 
gaged isi eoOM sport, their primnee may exeite them to pursue it with mors 
ardent omnlation, bntte doea not in the least distnel tbsir attention away 
ftoaa it* WlMrea% lot seferal, or ervi one grown up spectator, etqp to look 
at giria aetiTeiy amusing thomsehresi yon Immediately perceiTO that they are 
eeeuplod more with the eiliBct that they may produce In his eyei^ than with 
the play which appeara to divert them* 

It la this dliference of character, which principally renders women, ao- - 
coidlng to their education and habits, either more forward or more boshftil 
tlum men. As they oontlnuaHy think of tho pereona surrounding themt 
thoy eomo the leoat forward Into notice^ where they are trol j 
thvf ahowt by th^lr downcast looks and nserrod dopertmenti that 
they would willingly, if they could, avoid the public eye; where, on tho 
cantrarjy thqr an pleaaed at attracting it, their deportment bccomea inao- 
lent and vulgar, offensive at once to modesty and good taste : they cannot 
be nioel J and spontaneously moved by the latter, where their heart Is not 
really interested in the affUr which^ i^parently, engagee them. 

Howuver, the distinction of character between boys and glris which I 
sm dlaeoasing, does not manifest Iteelf at a very eariy age» nor in all cfareom- 
staneea : a little girl when she Is retained by her mother's side during tho 
timaof her indulging henslf in active ^orts^ and that she is happy In being 
the oljoct of her attention» doee not eesm to pay any rtgard to the notice 
of atrangersy even though several should look on at her gamee. 

Ae long too^ as the ambition of glrk to be distinguished by grown up 
persona haa not thoroughly subsided Into a wish to obtain the admiration of 
men, one of the former, should he or ehe be entitled to some degree of perw 
sonal Gonaiderationy may, by taking part in their ami|NiiieDt8, pnvwl thair 
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thea, «l kMt In • maiiMr to ditlncC tlieir attention. 

ThcM eottddenUlona iadaoa me to think that a company of gir]% engaged 
In active leermtloni, ■hould never be left to thcmeelvci. A grown np friend 
ahoold alwefi appear to take gnat intarat in their amoeanenta, either by 
hearlqg part in tlMm aa eorjpheoa of their band; or by preeerfbing to them 
am neotalaauthe nhn of thdr gama% aod animailng tlMBt to 
timnAtnbaM^kd in the imnnit rf 



CHAPTER XIX. 



BENEFIT6 RESULTING FROM CHILDREN VEINO AL. 
LOWED TO LISTEN TO, AND TAKE SOME PART IN 
THE CONVERSATION tJF A CIRCLE OF GROWN UP 
PERSONS. 

The ckildreB in fliese 1id«ttes1»iight to b^ hoMMttOy wSkfW^i 
to tUy to Ibten to the conTemtion of the grown up {Mnrt rf 
the flociety. They should even be suffered to join in it» with- 
out Euceiring u rebuke, or heuring uny notice taken of their 
ppooeedtog* By uoeoiding to them such a liberty^ we oonid 
mofe readUy lead them to identify dieir thoughts with thoae 
uf the poreiftal frieads whom they heard tiqpnss thrar snuti 
teents, and we should afford to the htier great teilittea Hsr 
dereloping and regulating their minds. Nor would ^liey» if 
no other attention were paid to them than merely to give 
them, grarelyi a short, but, as far as might be practicable, 
a satisfactory answer, when they ask a questiou, be ofien 
tempted ia take too lasge-a eluure in^he oonreiuation* 

-Natitte, herself hppriaes ohttdrea, if they be not spoiled 
by i^ludiishNBB flsaMfgement, that it bteomes Hheas to iisien, 
eommoifly in silenoe, wlien they heiar grown up ^enous tfuM 
course. They heaAen to fhem, in general, with as e ^gu f 
curiosity, as if they had formaUy made the reflection tiiat they 
would do wisely to acquire as much knowledge as they can, 
from tluMe who have lived longer than they, concerning a 
wuald whither they are but lately arrived^ and which they 
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fiktf M €ta1ilii^ longf to Mtatilt. Sven irlien cMldraH are fft- 
defined to be tronllesomey by frequently internipting, with 
^(iitians or remarkt, the conVersiitiim of a {frown up society, 
ttiey can usually be silenced by au intelligent look, a signifi- 
tattt iliotidn of tbe band, or iStui simple word, ^listen.** 
- The pressed of diSdren ought to be no restraint on tho 
conrersation of their grown Jtf IHends. It shonMy Indeed; 
make them more attentire never to transgress in words. But 
it should not be any hindrance tp tbfiir^nittering every senti* 
ment which reflecting, uncormpted men, would judge it be- 
coming to advance in women's company* 

Special details of the dhcipHne employed by them, in the 
management of certain individual pupils, should not be given 
by the tutors to their companions, in presence of the children 
concerned, either while their education is etill in train, or 
after it has been completed. Such a mode of fixing on them 
tke'alioiillon of the #adety, is lit dl times pasnful to diem, 
s Hu s u dviy^iavetdsKealefMtaigai^ andMisoB tiwy have .them 
HOC, they thosM -stiil'be treaiMi is if they ktdj in onhr to 
iagtil tliem into4lbeis. 

But the entire theory of liiauniitm sAidi khey mdmae to 
pmMke^ ^ilmfT99itj'm^hBwJ^hf4k^tml^^ jlsfvasenee 
nP tlMirip^ills, » Mbjeot of li wul e i onr Kridi 4io fwsons >of 
iMr leoftMyi Tho^iiMdven'Vi^tMilsidilytakogMaiin^^ 
kti Ofl i iii tag to^iteln ^ -aadliheir IHisly pnyonsfcy to nywip si itiri o a 
iti^lw-iMib^^sf 4lieirgroiwn«p4b!iiii4% wfllcnmetto^pioiiv 
#MftttMiy then imposed to lUln» <ftiim ^Ammukm whidi 
liioytMiglM'ia'bo'Mitfedto^Moeas^ « 

iBDiv imMinuid #0iiro to qosKfy tlMHivelves rigMy to ihlfii it» 
than would the wisest preeepU anranged expressly 'ftr 



Vh^'fiNtiiollent^ the eimnns whiQii a modbat defc n eim oMP 
AoiistMW dm 4pfMi«iico of a ^roawn, had better, I thinks 
brflo^prffied by a y^vng girl, by listening^ to refined oonvotsa* 
tiotts iistweoa men and women in a select sooietyw 

Kroonsof dUFerent «exes opeaiiiig, in such sooietia^ ifteit 
mM to each other, eommoidy ioeeeed ranaikaUy well in 
haaiiliiig iMs knportant topic with a tnitk and >deUeacy, filOod 
gradually to eonvey^ to artlessy youtbful females, just idea« 
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oooeeniuv tiie naUm of giaaim oMMhiijr ; md to 
fcel that it dbdaimiy an tke one liand, han^g any port in tkf 
invention of prndiehi enperciliooe modes of behnvionr, wlulc^ 
on the other, it poeitirely forbids innoeenoe to pretend to ao 
wide an «enipire orer a young woanan'a nundf as does not anit 
onr fallen nature, and as leaves her free to emano^ate haneif 
from the control of a soft» degant 



CHAPTER XX. 



MEASURES TO BE TAKEN FOR INDUCING ALL MEN 
EXERCISING AN HONEST CALLING TO RESPECT 
THEIR PROFESSION. 

llionf h men should be tangfat a liberality ef sentinentsofl* 
oiently powerfbl to oorreet in them an e$prii d$ toqf$t or as 
iadinath>n to clansidp» great care should still be taken to la* 
spire them with a deep, steady respect and attaehmet to tka 
class in which they are comprised. 

The system of princinLss and institutions suggested in A«t 
woil^— siyposing the national morals to be regulated by 
them^ — wouldt I thintc^ sufficiently liberaliie and amalgaaMita 
the feeliags of aU classes ; but it would still be necessary to 
obviate the evils arising from the vi^eness and uncertainty 
of the mental vision, which this great liberality of sentiment 
would tend to produce^ by sdmulating each md^vidual steadily 
to exert himself in favour of the corps whose intMost 1m 
might identify with his own* 

The love of country concentrates the aifocticns, and ovudy 
rounds their range of action ; however, like the love of Ida* 
dredy it attaches ns to persouf whom nature has placed in a 
certain position relatively to us, whatever may bo their pro* 
fesston, and it does not teach us to view, with an honorable 
predilection, onr own peculiar calling. To warm t&e Irish 
with such a respect for the art which they individually exer* 
cise^ as that they shall never be tempted to step out of their 
placci it would be desirable^ I thinkt to revifo among thens a 
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^atpwMbu ^iftt : not nick aa otie, no dohbt/ n w6nM Im- 
pose (prtOfonB veHrainte on trade and industry, bot one that, 
while reiativdy to its offsets on them it remained innocuous, 
ihoold be found efficacious to engage indiriduals of every legi- 
tiaiate profession, to glory, with an honest pride, in the spe- 
des of industry^ by which they promoted their own private 
welfare, and helped to promote diet of their country. There 
should be, agreeably to my conception, solemn, and yet joy- 
ful festivals appointed, at convenient times, tending to draw 
together, in public assemblies, all descriptions of persons. 
To these assemblies I would have the members of each trade 
sod profession encouraged to resort in a body, decorated 
with splendid symbols of their calling, and bearing in triumph 
the images of those who had done remarkable honour to it. 
To allay that restless ambition to rise in the world, or to ap- 
pear in a more elevated situation than the one which we really 
fiUf— at present remaricable in Ireland,-^! think that it would 
he well to animate each individual proudly to wear, on certain 
oeflasions> a badge^ not only of his own profession, but also 
diat of hia fiitber.(a) 



NOTE TO THE TWENTIETH CHAPTEK. 

(Seepage 317.) 

(«} Senrante are evidently in a diffsrent predicament from men cultiTatlngf 
•a art or profeaalon ; tinoe^ considered aa a daai, they are not employed in 
the improvement of any ipeciilc talent, but are simply bound to help the 
ddeA of a fiunily in various domestlo oAcea, which do not come properly 
WtoSttepeMi^ from vBlatlAs w^^T t» tito private eomlbrtt of the Indlvi- 
Mb'ivlMiii Aty nrve. 

It doaa DOt appear to me adviMble to amnge domeatlea Into a pnbUe 
eiNpa: the obligaltioii to serve a private master, haa somethiny in it which 
cflnmaUy ndlitates against the snoeess of any scheme that might be devised, 
for ^ purpose of indoelng domestics proudly to exhibit a badge of their 
esndhloii. Besides a genuine, noble modesty prohibits masters from making' 
sa ertsbtaUoiiB di^Iay of the relatloni^ whereby they are In private Ufo 
plMsd in cntfiority Of«r SMae of their lallow««reaiares^ whom a less pro* 
pMsaaMtaai^ net «ht law sf aaiare^ has solfseleA to then. 







■hall ken v^mtmmtf tmttiiantltmB, whick aagr pcriH^s 
•or aniiral aft a aatitfttftary nlntioo of it. I wish it howwcr to ha dit- 
tiaetly ■nd arit aad, that I do not aQaeat waam hints on the oa^oot, frsat 
■apposing^ that attention to thorn oooU onpenedo tho nensssfty of hoofeowlBf 
on drfUnn dssignod ftf doasestfasy n oarcAd apptvpai 

1W train MagsnnlljP dsgfnisd'A»toCDin«»l 
iaB|MrtMtatB$l«» It la iiiiii—iy to h^^ hy tmAIng H to 
aid h§ oomiHnlratlPi; ta it, to tlattt mij fc foU ■■ainnoa of: th» nn^ 
vs^QCi witknUdb asdoty ia dlstMsd to view the.s«VM« who 
dnftf In n striotly oonaeiontioaa aunncr* 

Wcfo jnstiee and not scoailnn pride^ to dotomino who ia worthy of 
poct» eertalnly a large portion of it would be aoeorded to the truly upright 



Fhst Om aeoonnft of hia bdng tiM gu ard i a n of his 
wi>ohlbl eye H oUsn dipida to 
faHoll^ 

a s w a y — His dsporfteiy w w ai iam of iavortait ftatily 

Thirdly— FroBLlta beii« firuifMBdy fai hlo powv to oatfoa tht ddldiwi 
of tho fiunsUy to folhiw hU eaonpleeithsr In good or evil. 

Foorthly-^Booanso ho muot always have firmness to tpawn the tenptn- 
tion to roh or dsfinnd his maslwr, or tho innotos of hia honse^ 

The tm^tatlon assailing M— to sesk dlahoneotgalnaia otvoB^ heennsehe 
la obnoodooa to aoqpiiring too coEpenalna tastes^ fiposa witnessing n display of 
Inmry, 

Such powerful czcitemcnta to dishonesty ought oervants to he ohle to 
withstand ; and so nuich does the weal of the upper nnks depend on their 
oondnety that policy aa well aa Justles^ eomiands their nissttrs to hehave 
to them aa considering their etatlon, hlgMy honourable^ proridod that tlMy 
faithfully dischaige the dutica of it. If each Joiliee ha imt^ulMtHlly 
rendtted to them at prestny If ho who haa been one^ la a sttio oC 
tade^ though ho may hove home In it tho most unhlsmlshed 
thoqgh ho may afterwaxdo have mlsed himself by siverioK talents 
tnei^ to a high nak in the werl^t is nvtiy looked vfo^ aa niitahla 
to one bom a gsntlemauy I own that I think it a proof that wanlrlnd ifmm 
9«t as yet got beyond the first stcf^ In forming themsalTca to ho fit fisr llv> 
lag qndcr n free^ virtoouo system of government. 

The Ifrst step towards tho establishment of n htp and wspectabh aadal 
ordei^ isi to rouse each individual to guard with conv^epaa ns«lnftie» hit 
o wa lights^ aa- though ho had leaaoa to look on other bmii wKh n Jealous 

Qzelusively acted on inateie^t asvvaiMtnigiil ha 

yielded to thdy m»pt#jr% a-hnga poBtlop pf thtly llw^M tjghtfc Bgt 
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ily^ nrauglNiuCr num- 
Und AttA mOltBle afninst Ilia ettablitliiiiaift of a fine Mieial ordary wlien the 
iMBgliif •etf^Dfvof iadlYidinla, pnmipciof tihem Jealmnly to guard agmintt 
tha cpcroarliing aplrit of aach othar, fa not oaordliuitad wltk^A aantfniaot of 
9m npp aal tB kind, darhrad ftwn aocial Iw, and tnchiiig llMm eententedly to 
aalMBdi to tiM oaBtrol of diair a n parioia ^ from baUarliig It to ba no iteroga- 
ttan, and* ftwn hacviof aiich oanddnoa fat Ibaiiiy aa to laat aaaortd tliat 
iktj w&k daly ffaapaet aoeh of thair rlglitoaa nifty be dapoalted In tlialr 



■ 'nMaft on tho one aide in a boontUUi yo tactor , and* on dM oAar an 
I wi of aM a detannfaiattaa to exerclaa amhority- wftli audi magnpnhnhy aa 
nerer to vilify a dependant^ ought eapedally to clianetarise a nnater and 
aervant. 

The aarvantiT dlaiMMMeB ought to approsE&nate to that of a Und upilght 
noaler in audi a Tirtuoua manner that^ after baTing iMen Adtiifal and aflto- 
ttenate to hlm» he aiiouldy amiyed by hie azample^ leaniy if efer be anriTe 
at the peeaaaaioD of aimiinr power OTer a ftHow creature^ to malce a gcneroaa 
naaof it. 

8ndk will not be tlie oaae, If ho be taoght to think himadf degraded by 
being engaged In the domeetie aervioa of a private IndiTiduaL 

The Fifench among whom hare beoi principally made theae oh&eryn^ 
fieae od the anarchical apirit which rulaa the community, wlien each per« 
aan pridea liimaelf ezeluaively on a Jealoaa maintenance of liia own- righta^— - 
wlU never render their aerfaato geneadly xeapectaUa^ aa long ae tiieyadopc 
the prineiple^ now oommonlyy I nndaretand, accredited among tliem^ tiial 
demeadefler?iee» in thefiunlly of aprivate ImHvidaaly la tlie meaaeatof tradaa^ 

Hhpfilyi though thie masim la ttw o te tf ea B y aaaentad to by the lowcv eider 
of Ae FIreneH thera la oftaB an obaonre aenaa of tmth in their mind^ that 
whiaperato them tliat, tliat cannot be k dmrnkr da mkien which atimidatm 
to wMef obaai latlana on mankind, andwhidi- offiMra ample opportunity for 
dm esuRiae ef devatod vlrtnee. Did not thia natural aenee of truth fte- 
^pienHy prevent the ine o l e n t maxim, diap a rag ing to aiTvant% fimn making a 
daep Impruwiun en the fedln|^ of men ae dtnated ee to need to embrace c 
ewfle^eendltion, I do net believe tiMt It wouM be peedUe to And, among a 
gwlded by ae Jealona a aanae of honour ae the Frcnd, one upright 
wiw vronid not leeaB with aa mndi liorrar ttom the thought of hiring 
himadf for a liouaa aarvant, ae from that of undertaking to be the eseen- 
daaar of erfadnabcendenmed to die ; ao diat the aervice of the rich would 
afafnyevhe^ Indeed, p e rf or ui e d by the vibatof mankind. 

Bat what Idea do men of a hig^ mnk and Bberd education, give of them* 
adv«B» te emtrilng that thoea wlio are deetlned to Hve widi them conatantly, 
aad tofuedve their etdem, eserdea d» meaneat of tradea? 

UatolU aad eeolemptlhk must they anrely be, if the aervant who haa 
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mucli <^9f0rtiiiiU]r ta'BTofit by sttendlng to thd^ oooTfmtioQ, wul •oqolriQf 
tlieir way of thinking, it degraded, becaiue bound to obey ibem« (to a level 
below that of the tavern keeper, who is continually forced to awodate with 
pereons brutally riotoue and depraved. 

Where the heads of fiuniUee cannot afford to keep hired lervanti, the 
bosineee of the house devolves on their children, every man« therefore^ in 
more prosperaoa drcumstancoi^ and worthy of being the citiaeo of a fines 
country^ should recollect when he hires servants^ that, having substitoted 
them to his children, he has assumed towards them the office of a lather. 

Though he^ who has. both children and servants^ is fairly entitled to 
assign to the latter all menial employments^ that he may furnish to tho 
former leisure and opportunity to acquire liberal knowledge, yet never 
should he deal more hardly by a servant in his lowly sphere, than he would 
be warranted in dealing by a son, were he in the same place. 

A master must be more distant and reserved than it becomes a &ther to 
be^ lest the servant, grown too familiar, should indignantly spurn at the 
humble place allotted to him In the family. He should further be deter- 
mined to forbear any freedoms with him, by the consideration of his lieing 
called upon,— 4M he commonly is,-— to r^gulate^ very minutely, by his autho- 
rity, the details of his conduct^ and of its being inconsistent with the re- 
spect which he owes to hupian nature. In all conditions, to attempt to 
put himself on a footing of easy companionship with a man continually 
bound to obey his orders ; since such an attempt could have no better result 
than to render the servant a fitwning sycophant and the sport of his ca- 
prices. 

But a kind, conscientious master, while he marks, by the gravity of his de- 
portment, that the sort of relation subsisting between him and,his servant is 
ineompatible with his making a companion of him, is careful not to treat 
him in a manner revolting to the honest pride of a free^ well educated 
man« 

The Intention of a master would even be Just and praiseworthy, were he 
doirous to acquire such a reputation for an honorable^ delicate behaviour 
towards his dependants, as that a man in humble circumstances could enter 
his service, and yet be fairly entitled to be considered to rank higher in the 
world, than do most of the persons that follow trades, requiring the exertion 
of such minute, incessant industry, that the ezerdse of them must almost 
necessarily cause their mind to contract, to the exclusive contemplation of 
one petty, mechanieal object. 

The master who successfully seeks to fulfil such a generous Intention, 
must exert himself to induce every servant In Ills family to do his part to 
maintain, In vigour. Us system of domestic government, roused by sym- 
pathy with his master, by a deep felt conviction of its being a well com- 
bined one, and by a taste for the refined enjoyments placed by it within his 
reach. In such a family seme rays of liberal knowledge must usually, In 
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theeoane«f tll^p|,ilweaDdfiNimtlMiBait«rtoUMlow«rt an^cMi* 

inffln Um thiMe inteUeetoal powei% and that mdm of ttonl beaitty and 
•rdtf, wUphpeoaliariydi^oMauiipMcefaHyaadbtiiigiily tofbel tiwdif* 
altyafhaauuiBatan. Tha Und maatv wiU gladly Moond rrary Iradl^ 
hb eaertlMi wMefa Immm lOa donMtica maka ta attain to a bigbflr difraa 
of mond and inteUeetual exeeUenoe, ai far at may 1Mb eooi^rtflnt with the 
parforaanee of thoir datte; he wiU &cUltate to then the ao^niiltioii of the 
MB^BgoMnlkaowiedge that diatiagnlshM hlmeelf^ and with which, etimu. 

Utadhyhltexaafle^ they will pfobaUytaht great plMHire In beoomlng ae- 

Vainted. 

Wen BHKtsa and eerranta In fneral rightly diflpeaedy the dookeftict of 
■MB of ftrtuiu^ ae far from boing irrareeaUy doomed to root at the Ibweol 
plaoe ia the aodal tyetoBB, would have thie advantage orcr meet other moi 
«f tho iateior chMM^i that they would be hettnr fmOlied to mount above 
<Wr own laak into a higher ene# 

It ennel be denied however, thatn man free to efaeoee hie avoeation% 
vwU Bot eeleot them which often fiJl to the let of a menial aervant. Yel^ 
"u^ !• the natun ofthem avooatlonai that It beoomm aodety rather to teach 
Un wbeattenda to them, to think that he may, notwitbctanding, be ini. 
MaUe fai the eyue of the worlds than to nigehim byitoeoomto believo 
tbttheperfinmaneeof them neoeMarilydebwrnlOm. The meet diei^iee- 
>Ut of iheee ellloee are yuch thair were the aid of oervanto deuiedr chUdien 
«<bqU be bound to perform them for their parente ; nay, eemetimeo^ on an 
ainordioary oeeaiioo, an Independent friend, a mere neighbour, ftnifeftt 
m oceUnt heart by ehaiging himaelf with the-eeoompliehmcnt of them. 
Th thm, I thinks a very unjust pr^ndiee which brandi with an indelible 
■Bri(of difgraee the bein^i, who fill stations impoehif. dntiei, that filial 
P^> or tender humanity, mlghl^ en occasion, urge persons In the Idgher 
<^Mitt le dlsdiaige^ 

Ihe only sitnatlona sanctioned by kw, that i^q^Mur to me onwevthy to be 
^ ie boaour, eve thoee which almost inevitably opoee their occnpanto to 
ktnaie brotal, ineendbl% and vicious : also those which Ibsoe thsm to 
tecrvice» or which sntjeot them to contumelloue treatment. 

Haay hideed are the improvemente which mnet be Introdnesd into the 
-<V iBal morals and manner% before the condition of a servant will obtain 
^eaivqfisl consideration that it merlt% ae a linh blndiiy the oppev and 

Www inba dosaiy together,, and prsmotiflig. between tlm» a raeipMcal ami. 

»*>«wief chamotuf. 

To bssten the time when h%h honourably minded>me^r helonglflg to the 

^'^^■'^ I ' " ^^^ ■*- nrf^T tT rinHng thsmeslTcs among honss 

M tffvani^ from being convinced,, that,, if in that opacity they hd^vo 
"■^Msualy, they witt not forfeit their chUm to elanding high in the eeti- 
*'^*^ >Mn ef all order% acquainted with their ilceiirte, lu hmtn IhU 

VOL. uii jf, 
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atalraUe tliii^ I dttll noitlan MM flMtonm wfcUb tarfiH^^i*^ ^ 
adTintageolisIf poTRMd. 

TTie firit and nmrt Mwnttol fa one JatgHwdaHfai af whUk, I la hi»t 
py to wft that th« tilant pngnas of a ftosi chrQIsMd) iplfhy it mom aM 
mon leadliif tho uppor mik» It ooMfali -te th»aMllli»of liwalM te 
domcftttei* 

To oUIgo a MnrJNit to woar oMh a ted^^f aMami^ p g ii fi l n y in him 
i% aa It appMn to nob totiOf wawortiby a semsvM, lifand miadk IWl 
a tttwy to vfaWod'M a tohan -of daiarxt May bo Indwiod A«M tlio 
■taaoe, that no bmo would think of obliglag hfa iOB to woar aof 
wrvinf aaaiigoof MabelnfaflMnftberof hfa^fianilf: yelftM tlioH^rtito 
exefdM authority n a fltthcr, Ikr moro indoAMUe than tfUMtpMnnod hf a 
maotof o TV a' ftM bom au'tHult 

It hM boon Mppooed by ooim^ firom wmarfchig tholnnlMMMki ffMi of 
nany Uvoried ienpant% thai th«y won not honflialed by tho tohm ivhfah 
they woM of a maaltt^ vlghtb in then^ Bat i» fa to bo uo M liinid Ihaty nn- 
fata tbo hnnai nrindr bo eompfately oNihod» ito umautproptw wWk alwa^ 
Andy amldittfiegreBteat M or t i l c alfa ft^ oomo mode of holding tlwif 
and triwnphant. In thfa oo nntiy^ oe i ^ vant o Imow timt they aM 
atod tiny an afao awan that their imrtti^i wilftio and 
grcatly on their oondvet. They thereibM haaghtilf dMonrine^-^la 
ht tho ooDtempt with whioh ho traMi theai, to Mate hfan ftel^ by tlMsr- 
voigttMo of tlieir pnMnakon% of wiiat Impoctanoo they Mnaldor thewoiiiM^ 
thlnldii^ 08 do moel>aien| that tiiey ikv not oompfatoly hnmilhtidy m lo^ 
«8 they faff it appew that tliey are oonidotts of tlieir own worth. 

Howefwv my belief^ iiiat etery liTeriad emanl wonld njoiM In belaf 
allowed by liio maeter to wear a pfain gab» not aymbolioal of hfa 
derived £nnn a wide jtore 9i appropriate Infiwnnatfawi 

Some peraono may periiapo be afraid that a penniHlon flMMad ta 
to appear like fteemen, nii|^t tend too maoh to lefd oriMeeraileil 
tloAe. To each perMM I dadl obowo tfaat» if it bo trao that 
oaaM wlienin» diltaant oootuaan, e xpwiv o of the waoMr'a oondUfan^ 
neceeeary. to apbold in tho Inlerion a duo reapeet for Mperion^the 
<Moy iiad batter hoM auide an tiiia oaljeety many yean ago^ waA 
tlona, M wonld hoTO preM nta d tho gnat firom ehanging tha aplMdid 
-wUeh wMooea in oao aaMng theati 'for the aimpfo ooatumo that ^btj 
waar. lYhanjnaBlar% on.n gafaday^ yrwn diatlngaidied by a 
toaple^ and by a richly hilted awordy that they wen ited hi 
'^m% gold hM and Ythat, tha aarvaata did not faam totnaagnfa^ In 
lltary that inreatad thoBi» a^dJ^gMMfal badge of ilaiai'yw It 
.to than that the whofe ^peannMof the Aunlly magallfamly 
monlaed together^and Ibat the a plendid garb whfah they won wa% 
tfanably to their inierior nnk, in tha aamo atifa aa that of thair 

Batonoe high bom aristocnta hqpn to pron^ by thdr pnwM 
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rmamtf t>H4h>fiMlMi*Bn • plrfa,wmnaiiM.Mliii g/uh at tin intk 
salted to tlwdigolCy of a ftvonan, Umb 41d serwuitobflgin aba to«ppMliMiA> 
thai Ikay w«M iMatoA ignoutefeHlyy 1b Mng fareai- to woar coaia off 




iMIgia hio oflTfant- to fuear «plai%ohaaiitoloddil9€oatf. 

flgvraain agandy^MM^ he miiiidB Um of tho ii Ufcr»» f 

linkiiliMltli^oo0B|»7liit]ie>aoclal ayalaai} aad the mrmni,: 

true dignity of charactor, ia not hnaaiilBtaA But if^thoniaataBr 

t» waar a favdy loaklaf eoaty wMla Im Uaaaatf appaaMLdn 

mm, lialBittlto.hkBiBldBdigBit7M» Baa% and the iMBa 

•MtliUMi toaiofcaoataMaaadddieata^ tho mora 1m la wtwidod ' 



Wan the oae of UvarUa esplodad.fai private IhBiUloi^ tho inooBwniaiio*. 
whidiiBight tflie^fioaiB atiangCT'o aamatiaaaa mlataUng thoianh of a anw- 
mil aad addmatag hfan with too mooh loapaoit ia aonlf aa IrMfaif «a sot 
tobawoflhyWa^ytttfaidle hahutoawith tho adfintai^i whiah wwHAd 
tba ohoUtloQ of tho OMtona- of eMdag oBrtlBito faka aMOtor%i' 
I am oonvlmed mat It.waold ha^-^to aindMBhif i»^ 
tkaa a anaaof hononr and iwpaalftr theiaarivai^lirapv tadati M a ri Ba»tha1t 
«»4aMPMiha yaaitt aod oatoam of the woridftr aoling aiirighlly In OMlr 
Mho. Any fll oAnto which. It nlght^be anpfihaildod^ itooldiftlloiKiftva* 
M^faotiMiigv hy ^air dnoa^ noae eoalinnddd thatt they aitf • wlth« tWtf r 
OMterVUnaiblhandgaaato^ woald be ftaqjaantiy o h ohltai ' by theh'laMtiifyt 
toWUevethamaalfOB aonaaehTeiVeotad In flQiag pfopierly thd^IkhM% tha^ 
tbej would be degraded were they.inadatttly to atop b^yondJtk 

lliechiUraiof'the family, if- Icaa taught by the aenranta* appeaianoe to 
WB^w thcaa aa heinr la a ^fl^niit diBo from theaaaabasi, would modi* 
ofteawlttnitodo ao fiaaa thaa eg v ant i* bahaidourf itaea.they would aiori. 
A«VMBtly aaoAem relnae, with bocon^g dlgnl^, tc^iaoke oonndea ofi 



H aa a ia h thoabalMon af tho aoalomiof oMtstera inftating their atryaa lai 
viCb what- ana eoOed their fiually oaloni% doee not Imply tho neea^. 
*i«r «f tfMfr doihfaig them Uho the mitttral membem of their &mlly. A. 
MncDgaib.mlghi iMvy well dlMlngniahtlMm from then* FfaMevmon* 
padwiiathm ^aKa» Aa m eowntiy where aUmenaiaiia^ whMtpre^«iy 
<hmiihodlatfaMiio»that variaa the appearaaee of thoeo In- a high nmfc 
ftwa Am ef thrfp boethreB in humble ehncuMiifanew j and aa ftua hem pe»<« 
■m brieaiiiy to timiUtter efatta^ hired to do4helrworkt oug^t men of a-. 
U|h nmditloB ifaia|dy to eoniaider thelraarvaBta. Itia true that thoappaam 
maiof altmdhmto hutoUy ehul-wmild uot be ea gratifying to a maaleff^ p ri d» 
<*^tef aerwmtofaiaahowy liireryb Bat I hope that aueh aimpla 
^■iwiHgnda^halntradaeed, thaftoven.the rjehaatniaaftiiuwili 
*** the B BBi lwB of «their a m t auto aeieiy from. ea Ji ml at JU ff the quaatltyof 
"mkwUeh they widi to have dmm by. their houodml^ without being in- 
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dnoei Ibrtlier to vmltiply Umbu from a ki^ of otttntetlooo ponde. Hm 
oimpdoa o£ monb wliidi idle sartonCi^ kept nacrcly for stetab ipMd atwMo 
IhtlMlriieigliboiiilioodiiwoUkiiowntqlMiogTCBty thai I thlttk l« proboUg 
tfaoly OT«n UmiimwI TBin gkiioas Among the hlgbernnki wiH at bat adopt 
the wdntien of not retolafaig mora dommtlco aroand them, fStmn iSbm hnd- 
nBH of Huir hooM raqulree them to tmplojr. In tbatoanthej wBly I iMpc^ 
mi into the enrt em of paying no otiior attentioa to tlieir fMUny iSbm 
■Mnlf to lequirelt to be neotand deeent. 

Thoeeoandnuonuo wUflh I think adrieBlOe fer fairfng the dignity of 
wmyuata, le the emplo yme nt, in all thorn honee% ivhera many of ttcm era 
kept, of yonthe etOl In a tender ago In oAem of dmdgory, end In aack ae 
an^eet the peraona engaged in them to reoelTO oontinual ordere. llioyonfti 
charged with theee ottce^ahooM have a well founded hope of rieing gradnallyy 
by their good oendaet, to a atation wherein they would hare a found ef 
ag fomM% manly ooeapatlon^ InTohring them eo little with tholr enperion^ 
thatp when they had beeonio aefaainted with tteir badnmii they m%hty 
by a ponctaal ftdilment of i^ elielt« tiiemadTea IVom the necearfty often 
to reoeivo ordora. Thua a maUrg ^hotd er a ooaehmaa woold oonatandy 
riae from an hmnble dtnationinthohoaaeeretahiOi 

When^it wore naoal te atrranta to pamby the dcgreea leadlBg ftona tto 
one plaea to the oAer, their lowly origin would bo ovetloeked, and» nflar 
that they had rian to tho hlghaat peat to whieh thoy ooidd aipire in a nma- 
tw'a tuoStff they would obtain all the reepeetf for the nature of tholr cm* 
ployminta^ that the kind of flinetlona whkh thoy would then havo toflilfil 
oould bo thought worthy to entitle them to. 

* Hie fldrd meaaore uaefuly I thinks lor rendering more honorable the oeii* 
tf tlon of a domeitic^ la to employ ftmala aerrant e, a a hr m p r op t l c ty and 
the delicaey of women'a ooaetitution admit of lt^«-lbr the perfimnanoa of 
dioee honeeliold worka, whioh appear repugnant to the dignltyof mim 

A woman'e dignity, aa a aerrant, principally reqofarea that aho bo ▼!». 
tnou% and live In a iirtuou% well ordered fomily. It le not near ao mndi 
aflbeted aa that of a man, by the kind of baalnege aadgnod to each particniar 
poet That eltnation in a honee muat be unuanaUy mean ndildila not, ftr 
the female eenrant ooeupying It, mora henoraMo than woridng aa a Mi'wMBy 
in the Hilda. For mm a oantrary way of thinking unlTenally pcotaSa. 
' Moat permna In theee countries— aa fiur aa my knowMgo goe%— pwdwa 
befa^f attooded by female aerfanti^ and they allege aa a rmawfif that thagr 
attend better than men. I do not think that they do^ Inwhat nlntaa to tiha 
meehankul eerrlce. But they oommonly attend wHh mesa 
awakenin yon momaoclal klndnem; you pam over Indulgently 
vertendealn them, which would dIepleaM In meneonranta. 

n«quentiy they eeem ae if, diaearding quite from memory the woeHecrimi 
of being hired eervanCi^ they took pleaaore In waiting on yon» bBcanat tbey 
foundltooDgenialtothdrtendtri eompaailoiiata dlipoaltiont to do ftr 
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tlM8 Uad oAow, of whlA tMr (M%m1od m Mmntt | iW MfB»d to th«m 
the parforaumee. Womin «ervuit% In dMir^ do not think thonnlTeo dt^ 
gnded bythoir cmplojriiiait^ or foread to quit their pvopw duffaettf* ll 
b not 80 with mm. The eenrice of the latter li often m eold and eplritle« 
u thoogh all acoee of eelf reipect, ae well ae of good will towards their 
neilghboar, were donnant within them ; and yon would gladly aschango It 
for that of a llfeleee machine^ were one contrived with snoh conimmmata 
■idU u oonveolently to aniwer all the ends of their attendanoe. 

BtUering then that the care of waiting on a ikmily, and studying Its 
OQotfortiy better suits the nature of women than of men, I oondude thai 
the principU^ which brands the place of house servant with a degrading 
noM^ originates in the sentiment, that such ssrvitude Is repugnant to tho 
iMDly chsraoter. Women consider it to be applicable to their sex, because^ 
ball esses where their situation and duties appear similar to those of mes, 
tlMyfidl into the custom of supposing that the opinions which dstermlne 
thestpeet in which their station ought to be viewed, bear equally on their 
own* 

Were the household service of women brought suAdently into evidence 
for the opinioa of society, concerning the eflbcts on female dignity of i( stala 
of domestic servitude^ to be formed on an impartial consideration of the 
kind of buslnees suitable to women's character, a female in di st rssss d dp- 
cBinstsnees^ though genteely bom, would not, I beUeve, be considered, aa 
•be nearly is at present, irretrievably to forfeit her rank, should she become 
•ikiied servant In a respec ta ble fiunily* 

Ones the disparaging notions which we are disposed to entertain rel»- 
tively to the domestie servitude of men, were curtailed of the power to 
•psiiteto the pr^udice of female servants, the 'estimation In which tho 
mnditisn of tho latter would be generally held, would soon, owing to tho 
oainnal propensity to Judge by the same rule persons of diiferent seaea^ 
when they seeoi thrown by fortune into similar drcnmstancesb eanss man 
■ho toc^loy nMNPs general consideration than they do^ when they had plaead 
tbcmelvei In a eervile station, the duties of which could not, with piv 
yrietyf be coBBmltted to persons of the softer sex; mors especially. If it weco 
s itatlsn bivostlog them with authority, In a ilzed department of the house- 
kslda&irs. 

The fourth dreunatanco that might he made to tend to the diaperaloQ of 
tbs ebleqny hanging over the oonditloaof a servant, would be the result of n 
•tUe ef things calculated to render numerous ths dass of substantial agrlcnl* 
Mais who^ though beneath the rank of peraons of the gented drde^ ara 
b an^poeeeealonof life's comforts. In this class few househdd servants 
tte seen, the mistress of the houss and her daughters cheerfully performing 
BMst of the menid tasks that are to be executed within doors. But, wher* 
**cr the buslnees of the ssrvants may lie, they are firequently and tho 
coatOB might ha nnivcnaQy introdttoad of oondderiog them eo^— of the 



inOkafttlMirnMlMBb naif i>|ti Int «*mttnd ia ih«ir «iQn» thiMgk 
Uie, or cJm km fortaBate than they. 
llS^mtliia dMof i«rie«ltariiticfe«Uhav»obtidaad a^^ 

- which it, dmtrnh thdr wrvanti should fiw^iieiitly be WMcnnted by 
•tooitsrtein Ihehopeef rieinf in the end, by honeet indntry, to as gnat 
. fireiperity, and as high oonaideration, as their aaasters. 

• As these wealthy farmers would often haTCipassed in Uidr yooA thrsagh 
a servile condition* which step would not* however, be notieed by the public, 

ffroonitsbalDgoonsideredeaethat must, usually, be taken In the pa^ chosen 

.'by thfm, ..and as the rank to whieb they- had attafaisd would: boeo ancb 

ffwpeeted, that U wonki not be dilftcnlt, with talsota and apflkatkNi^ fir 

tibsnaslves or their ehildrea tomount Into the upper nlswn, tha Bstasaaef 

.which their firatemlty would be Ibund worthy, would, inanuiWy, tend to 

,fl«ise, into higher lepuie, the condition of servants, even of thsoe living with 

a master whose rank were eeparatcd from theirs by a firmly marked line of 

jdenaroation. 

Servants would further be induced to look upon their lot as more respee- 

• table than they, at pfeeent,' think it, did varloas leoorde aubsist of dlnin- 
fuiahed aMSi whom a esrvile etatc^ once oeeupied either by thenaanlna er 

' tiMir lath e r s» had not pvsveatedirom dimbJng to a deservedly gkvieva ^mi- 

.•Bneat 

I do not mean that it is desirable that servants^ in genenl, should be in- 
iaraed with the desire to etep beyond their oeiidition into a high, indepoi- 
dent one. A feverish ambition to mount Into a lofty ^here pervading any 

•pcfltien of the labonrtng oIssshh, only ssrvse to weaken iht Ibhrie of sedal 

• «rdery by teaching tha individuals inluenosd by it, to fefuat to asttle 
aedaftdy into thefar place. It ie eestsinly to be Widbsd that aaat ee»- 

ahouM have noUghav aaibttioo than ta p t fa w tt so vsl^ ftr a«w- 
tasUy, the dutleaof their dependettt aitaatiett, thaft fb«|r BMiy 
hope to pam their lid in the 4Bidst of it, and be^ la tbirir tetter 
>4ays^ lovad, honorsd, and taksAcaraof by It. But aervanli^ I thinks would 
-■Mrs reapect their ^here, and have mem iodueementa to rest mtislled with 
' it, did some escamples prove that, when they have surmounted the obetadss 

- with whioh alowly rftuatioiii must impeds thestepeof a lofty aaabitisii, the 
servile station that they originally fllled is no hlndraaoe to Aeir' 
the lull dbare tf reapaet and glevy that they alay wait «a ttodwt. 
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THOU0HT8 RX8PBCTIMO THft DRBiS OF TBS FUfALB IHHABI* 
TANTS OF THX HOUSES OF RBTRiSAT. WIDOWS OUGHT TO 
B8 ENCOURAaBD TO RBMAIN 80, 

As it may be expected that I should not pass over, in atter 
sUencei the subject of female dress, and the regulations re. 
•pactiiig ity thai ought to be put in force in the houses of ro- 
. treat, I shall offer a few cursory hints concerning it. 

Whether the persons in authority in these houses, would 
do well to confine the female inhabitants of them, under their 
control, to. one uniform costume, is a matter the decision of 
which I leave to those who may, perhaps, at a future day, 
take some steps for the purpose of reducing in^ practice, a 
system of social order, of which I only hare a visionaryi sp^- 
ciilativ^o gUmpse* 

I thinkf Jiowever, that I may with confidence make known 
my opinion, that the gniy^ians of these houses ought to re- 
quire the women registered among their members, to distin- 
guish themselves by a grave, matronly dress. 

And that they ought also to employ the whole weight of 
their iaflmmce to ei^^age women in general, to be sober in 
their apparel; not, however, to a degree that would debar 
•IheBi'ilie pvifipl^ge of inveitbig themselves with a drapery ap- 
.proived'^f by persons of a refilled classical taste : they ahonld 
rather be dissuaded from the introduction i)i modes of dress 
r^ugnant to such a taste. 

It woidd also, I think, be xight to determine them to keep 
the texture of their clothing so invariable, as that the manu- 
faelmvs who worked for them, eould count, with assurance, 
on liaving the Ituffs of their fiibric always taken off their 
hHids, m pretty miieh the same quantity* 

Women diould also be taught intimately to feel the pro- 
prieiy of obeening, in their dress, distinctions analogous to 
their years. 

Above all, the fiishion^— revolting, alike, to good order and 
good tastCt — so prevalent among them at present, of sur- 



nmnHag a wrinUod "ViMge wlA in artMdal hmd inm of 
yontUiil looking tretses, should be eflRMstnally diioonnged. 

Sardjf if a litde puns were taken to give their inagiaa- 
iion a right directlony it wotdd not be difteait to imfmm on 
their mind the conrictiony tfiat an old woman nerar appears, 
Upt merely so respectable, but eren so interesting, aa when 
hoary lo<^ Qoady arranged, peep fiirth Arem beneaA her 
honddresSf 

The fhshion, I think, onght agah to be introdnoed, of 
longer monmings for deceased relatiTes.(a) Women, in par- 
ticular, are so mnph goTemed by impressions made on the 
organ of vision that, I am convinced, that, when deoomm hss 
obliged them to enwrap themselves in a gloomy robe, thej 
become pecnliariy inclined to serious reflection* 

This disposition onght to be alimented in them, fiir « eonsi« 
deraUe time after the loss of a near relation* 

I am mvdi mistaken. If the great abridgement that has 
taken plaoe in the duration of private moomings, faaa not 
tended to increase their volatile love of pleaaore. 

Women berefk of a wedded partner, onght partienkriy to 
be made distinctiy to understand that they will be generally 
lionoured, if, through their whole life, they prove tlieni- 
selves, by their oondnet, and dso by their sf»peainBes^ Isvly 
Widows at heart.* 

The eottjugal rdatien dKfbrs fitm all other ftmfly ties, m 
this, that it is formed by choice^ net by native ; mi tfca|» 



* It !• BOW, I bellete, praltf cattomaiy anuMiff woomd, to cndnroar to 
detof munvrled penons of llieir sac, who^ on soeomit of their m^ or 
'widowhood, might oinrioiulv aot dooMNNuly in wmoining il^^ ftoei 
ftTOwipg pfindploB eyigoging fhe^n to do lo, by clamoioiiflly mm r tiny tlMt 
no prindplei of the kind, slionld dngle penoni OTor emhreee; ilnoe they 
an all, whon temptntloii oitef Hod^ OMily induMd to imfo tkmit Ith 
V«ry tme that manldnd are poenljaf ly weoh In upholding reeolatioiis ^galait 
matrimony ; but, if that reaaon were valid for their noter formiiqf any 
prindplea in Hymue of oelibMy, It night Adily ho ertrndai aa aa te adll- 
.tala Hri^ ^M' iiaTiiig any fijosd pripd|4B of conduct whaterer ; aiiwe It 
je poeelble that, ov erc om e by temptation, they might break throogh H, If 
edngle pcreona^ indfioed to oontfanu ao^ hy dmr, ntleaBl yrliHl|ili% aio 
■emartmei tempted, noCwithatandlng, fiiolielily to marry, they arp etU^ on 
an aTOftfe, niuch leee lilcely to yield to ench a temptation, than are the on- 
married uidlTlduali who determine to leave It to the weritfaiga of tin^aati^ 
•nl pi«paiMltle% to dflci4e» whether or no^ they dwtt ever change their 
oonditloii* 
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{MNmptoiily as itlbtlndb, whUe it sabflbto^ a pftnici|Mitioa of 
it to a tUrd person, saeh a peraon may, after its dissohitioii 
-fcy the decease of one of the parties, step in and folly repair 
the sarriTei's less, by determining, if sufficiently persuasive, 
» widowed heart to console itself in a fresh, matrimonial en- 
gagement* 

« But, notwithstantfng that the conjugal relation, after 
death has snatched away one of the parties, pecoliarly er« 
poees the sarriror to the temptation of thinking himself 
free to repair his loss, by the choice of a successor to the de- 
ceased, I future to affirm, that there is not one of the rela- 
tions with which nature has charged ns, — and which we can- 
not, when they are broken by death, positively repair by the 
snbttitutton of another, since there can be no direct interfere 
enee anM>ng tiiem,— <»f which, after that they are dissolyed 
by death, ihe tender, constant recollection by the survivors, 
eimtrilmtee so much to the support of a good system of moral 
<order, as does the efficacious resolution embraced by a widow- 
er, and more especially by a widow, ever to )>ehave as consi- 
dering the death of a consort an irreparable misfortune. 

Farbeit£rom me to wish to insinuate, that the widows 
wlio now abound in society, and who mark, either by their 
fl|ipovent willingness to enter again into matrimoiHid bonds, or 
by the pleasure that they take in figuring among the most 
bffiffiaiit omameals of fashionable assemUies, that they have 
obtained, by the deaA of a wedded lord, a not unwdoome 
freedom, — far be it from me to wbh to insinuate, that they 
may not still be entitled to respect for many excellent quali- 
ties, and a sincere intention to act rightly. At present, that 
all conduct is deemed estimable except such as is so palpably 
vicimis as justly to entitle yon to be excluded from good so- 
ciety; that all those gradations in well dobg, to each of 
whidh evety being should bo at liberty to assort his actions, 
without losing, for his choice, an honorable place in the 
world, seem to be nearly eflPaced from the public opinion, wo- 
mMi are not to be blamed if they think that they fill their 
part aaeritorionsly, in keeping dear of vice, though they do 
not adapt their conduct, to the highest degree, on the scale of 
moral' excellence. 
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Hovwar, m the ewMRt of a virtMnt ayitiin oC 
ooral% it prodiwed, m I tUnk, by tke devdopwMtfil of tJbow 
finer^ retpeclable feelings to wUch an indiTidiial may be » 
Mnsible, withont being absolalely vicious ; andt as I look apon 
Ibe feelings thai gorem tbe widow wbo, after the d e eeaa e of 
her lord, enrelopes herself through life in a mooming gmrb* 
and bids a final adieu to the gay world, to be of this class, 
and among the most important of those whieh conlributo to 
make TLrtae lovely, and to support the reign of a good social 
order ; it is absolutely necessary that, in a work wherein^I en • 
deavour to promote, in the natioa, an attaohmeat to good bio* 
nls, I strongly animadvert on the fashion which engages wi- 
dows to comport themselves as if their condition were one 
peculiarly inviting them to taste the cup of earthly fdicity. 

The common feelings of mankind, lead them to aesoritte 
the idea of a mournful destitotion, with the term^'^ widow C 
nor does it appear that they make this sssoffiafion meiely ia 
jwferenoe to the women who lose, with a wedded ptotedoc^ 
their only sopport : for many are the widows whom either 
kind friends, or an independent situation, enable to live in 
enfficiently easy circumstances. Natore, where her voice is 
duly attended to, prompts almost every mind to think, that a 
woman derived of her wedded chief, is peculiarly called upon 
to regard the pleasures of this world as being no more ia« 
tended for her use, and, in the calm of retjie a s en t, to aowish 
in her faithful bosom, the hope of rcjoiniBg him, pure and 
'immaculate, in a future. 

I know that maxims so strict, cencemieg the oUigations 
which a delicate sense of self respect, imposes on a widow,^ 
even without being seconded by a warm attachment to the 
memory of a deceased husband,— may appear to many wonMn, 
overstrained. Those who find them too rigorous, oti^ht cer- 
tainly to be free to strew, withooft in—fsing censnre, over a 
stato of widowhood, when it folk to their lot, a variety of 
.flowers opposed to the teaour of these matims. However, 
the influential persons in society, should still testify their ap- 
|»robation of them, and the peculiar respect with whicli they 
view the widows who steadily observe them. To encourage 
the latter in persevering, to the end, in their landaUe ooutm^ 
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Alrtf AoM Mdte'lhMa MIky swsre of their cMlrikalMig, hj 
ky Co ike a w ool khition of a f irtaoiiB tystem of aatioiud or* 



NOTES TO THE TWENTY-FIRST CHAPTER. 

(a) NoJusI reMOiiy whatarer, subsists for measuring the dnratloii of 
prirate moumlofi^ on that of public ones. Besides, that the hitter give to 
eommeree an b^urions shock, which the former do not, since the impres- 
sloM made onit by them,'oooiir, on an ayemget with regularity, and can 
be pf o v i d e d Ur ; besldea this mothre for not applying to them Ihe same 
It ought to be oonsldered, that, on the demto of our lieredi ta r y publte 
tf his plaee Is instantly supplied by a sucoesssr./ wlio» as we ought to 
hop^ will govern us as well* and for whom, . did ws also lose him, we 
sluNild be equally bound to mourn. Whereas^ the relations whom we love, 
all oecapy, in our affections, their own distinct places^ so that the decease 
of any one of them, leaves a void in our heart, for which other friends 
ttayooosole um, but which they can never fill up. Now, though it is 
tmo that several Individuals are, relatively to some of tiidr kindred, dest!- 
tale of natural alfection, -yet, to the end that private mournings may eon- 
to liwf si^pstty in aooiety, of graive^ respeotaUe saitfancnts, the rules 
Sat their ligwlatioiH sbonld emanate firom the prindple^ that every 
loves his rdatioos as it is meet he should do. 



fSeepagedSLj 

(6) The counsel commonly given to widows, whose matrimonial union 
had been disreputable, to seek in a second, and advantageous marriage, to 
^flhoe tlM MemiA cast on them by a fint, appears to me pernicious and re- 
vetciiig. A woman, considered as such, though she may disgrace hersdf 
hfM aacond msnlage^'oan neiver, I thlnk» do herself henoor by it. 

No Ugbcr» In a mosal point of view, can she ever rank, than as ooaw 
poD&oo to the husband whom she first made master of her ; and to say 
that she can rank higher, is to plaoe the conventional regulations of earthly 
forms of government, paramount to the ordinances of nature. Where she 
has disgraced herself In the world, by her marriage, her best way of com- 
peimatiug this misfortune, is to seek, by her own conduct, to obtain the 
rw^ s fet due to ^i^trj woman of exemplary virtue, In order to secure Ibr 
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fcandf Ae ItfgMi portion poBilUe «f tt, di«iiiiM|» if dM In left a wiAtm 
•tadfasUy remain ao, wtuther or no hor deoeoMd hoaimad majt by hb) 
riage with her, haTO reflected dialionour on her station. 



CHAPTER XXII. 



SUMMARY RECAPITULATION OF SOME OP THE LEAD- 
IN6 PRINCIPLES EXPOSED IN THE FOREGOING PART 
OF THIS WORK. 

I have now exposed the whole definite sketch which I 
wished to consign to this work, of a good system of sodsl 
order. My only object in explaining it, has been) to make it 
serve as a practical illustration of those general principles of 
social orderi which assiduous remarks, on the moral and intel- 
lectual constitutiQiy>f my countrymen, hare led me to fbrm. 
Slight as this sketch is, I am well aware that it may still con- 
tain errors ; howeyer sound our speculatire principles may be, 
concerning the institutions adapted to the govemment of a 
given people, many obstacles which no mere theorist could 
foresee, may prevent the form in which we would, iain carry 
them into execution, from being feasible. 

Desirous, then, solely to recommend to the attention of the 
. well wishers of this country and mankind, the abstract prin- 
ciples of social order which, I think, ottght to reign throngh- 
out the public institutions, established with a view of righdy 
disciplining our national character, I shall briefly recal to the 
reader's memory, some of the leading principles, among those 
abstract ones, which guided me, in the invention of the 
sketch, that I have exhibited, ^of the form to be given to oar 
societies. 

The improvement of mankind, depends on the aqpirii^ 
principle being placed in vigorous operation among them, 
and, at the same time, so wisely blended with the orderly 
one, that it shall be held by it, within the sphere of virtue. 

These two principles of the human mind, cannot act fredy 
and regularly together, if so wide a scope be not opened to* 
the character of women, that they shall have induoement to 
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form their w%j of thinking from a murrey of the whole range 
of homan affiiirs, and that their influence shall have the e£Fect 
of keepbg Yirtiioas principles ever present to men> minds, in 
whaterer important business they may be engaged. 

Tbnsy to aggrandiie the oharaeter of women, it is necessary, 
tfMiagh they be chiefly die agents to gtre eflBsct to the orderly 
principle^ that the aspiring principle should he aUowed a free 
notion in their mind, as fiur as is compatible with keej^ng il 
in snbordinalion to the orderly one. 

It is much easier for men to make the orderly prindple reign 
supreme in women's mind, than in their own, because their 
imagination oflbrs them a much clearer type of what, in all 
ntnations, it becomes a woman to be, than it does of the cha- 
racter which ought, independent of circumstances, to distin* 
guidi a truly exemplary man. 

They neyer take pleasure in figuring to themselres a woman 
spreading disorder and confusion around her, in consequence 
0^ yielding to. the nncontroled gevemment of the aspiring 
principle ; while they often delight in representing to their 
lasagination, a man thus wildly domineered by it, as though 
he became admirable in rayaging the world, in obedience to 
ite dictates. The error into which nature disposes them to 
fall, relatirely to women, is that of liking to see them so ex- 
dusively under the govemment of the orderly principle, that 
the aspiring one, as far as concerns themselves individnally^ 
Aall have, in their bosoms, no place whatever. 

Tlie consequence of their arranging their situation for the 
purpose of obtaining this end is, that the orderly principle in 
Women, becomes so contracted and petty in its views, that it 
renders them incapable and unworthy of exerting any influ* 
ence over men, in the management of great afiiurs, so that 
tiiey are left, in the handling of them, g^reatly too much to 
the government of the aspiring principle; while this latter 
prindple, in women, if they be still free enough for it to 
work in their bosoms, dwindles into a passion for vain and 
frivolous distinctions. 

Men are impelled, independently of a disposition tyranni* 
caBy to abuse power, by two motives, thus to endeavonr to 
stifle, in women, the aspiring principle. 
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Flrtl--*By tiM Ihcility with wbick their imagiaatiiNi reprs- 
sents to them fietitioiw eeenes in which wonea figore ee pa«» 
tent beings who can change, at will, the fhee of Ibe whole* 
world, to make it hannoniie with whatever pn«ion InlhaMV 
them ; and who can spread, ov«r tlie dktntes of that pamon, 
a« MUlme a radiance, at if the eternal nond order^ of wUek 
the imaghmtion of men professec- to offSer them eome typee^ 
were an emanatiea Iroai iheHu Tney aro, in- eouae^ueaee^ am 
frightened at the idea of the terriUe dfceta which wwnen» ifi 
thef were nBowed to ecciqiy^ in the world, a wlde^ ■■ f^'WP i Hft? 
placoy might produce in it, Uiat diey tiunk that diey cannolis 
in their own defence, rednce than to a atata of snAoientt 



Thns, il happens, diat in thoae eastern oonntriea, whenr 
the imagination of men is the most fertile in the inde n tio n €$ 
febnloos liistories, which represent the passions of women, as 
essential agents in the prodndion of roanrellona events, the 
powisr of the female sex is in reaUty held, by the despotia 
▼Igilance of men, at the Tcry lowest ebb. 

Secondly— <By the exdnsire admiration with which theyi 
contemplate, in idea, the image of an amt^le woman, iHeA 
with disinterested, pure aflfectiens; and engaged in retired^ 
domestic offices, which do not allow of her giving wgiy to the- 
impnlsion of the aspiring principle. Natnre, I have mere thani 
once had occasion to obsenre, has taken care amply to diapoae^ 
mankind to those propensities wliich tend to the secnrily ei 
the fenndations of social otder ; but, to the end thaithey may 
diligently exercise their own reason, in perfecting its eon«. 
stmction, she has given them but feint perceptions of the ne^ 
cessity of qualifying those pnmary propensities^ by the cnlti« 
vation of other orderly indinattons of an opposite kkid. In 
porsuanoe of this plan, she has in^irsd men with a^moci per* 
tinaeions desire to see women attend to their domestic dnties^ 
as wives, mothers, and mistresses of houses ; for, c ertai nly^ 
were they to neglect those fundamental one%*»lrem despising 
any which were not of a public, conspicuous kindi-— evaty^ 
febric of social order wliich could be devised, must be so 
loosely put together, as readily to fell to pieces. But having 
thus secured that women shall l>e continvally rominded, l»y 
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tbo (rtMNigerMB^ of tlieb privale duties, miliire bai left men 
to duoovofy by tlio ealaigemeiit and exercine of tlMir own an* 
dentandingf tint women's mindi— to^theend tint the social* 
qprtem may- be- carried to cenanwmate peffeetieni-^honld be 
reodOTod to vastly csiiacioasy as oleariy to comprehend the' 
■atase oi men'e-most arduous duties; and that it neter will** 
be taiBght rightly to appreesate their valne^ unless feBaale» 
themselves be enooniifed> by the kind of employments as* 
slgn^to them* and'by a well directed aspiring principle^ to* 
keep their thoiighfs ' attentiTely fijced» bodi on the detailed 
management of etery public afiair having an immediirte beavw 
is^tonthesurtienal characterv and on the combined result of 
all the measures pursued for raising it to its highest elevation,' 
or for sustaining it there. 

£Sveiy viitne pnqier to adorn the most comprehenrivemind, 
qanaet be made to iourish in the breast of women, without 
the Goaeurssnce of men ; not only on aeeoont of their supe« 
rior force, and the power (hat they consequently possess, to 
exclude them from the situations wherein their good qualitier 
would be exeseised, but also, be c a u s e it rests with them to 
communicate, to their female companions, the first germs of 
oideriy sentiments, and finely to develope them, in their 
boeeins«(a> 

Me» would amch*oftener than they do, by a wise, yet gen- 
tle pBBSsure on • the fonude mind, give it an ordwly shq^e, 
without checking ita growth, had: they learned to take, iw 
speeuiation,. fiberal views, vekiti;vely to the station, in tho 
system of society, assigned by nature to women. Their 
pn as e nt confined way of thinkiag, only admits of their 
seeking to subject- to the impressions of an orderly mould,' 
adapted to the formation of a fine female character, the iorind 
of these women, who determine themselves to burst through 
the shacUes which confine the thoughts of most persons of 
their seac, to very, bounded earthly concerns, and to give t» 
thoirssushaa extensive scope, that they may learai to fomr 
principles, respecting the good of this life, from the considem* 
tioi»«f all the various bearings of the situation of a citisen of 
afisse state* 

But wwe the moral fSselings of the generality of men opened 
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80 wide iiB to teack their imigturtiqn to.emt&aafhl^mA*9^$ii^ 
£M^tioa the imiige of a woman filled with wirtom, Ahat were 
ftdly commenuirate to the riews which the moet enligfalened' 
patriots take of maoly datiea;and placed in aitnaliQiii thal^ 
could give to her inflaence ihe ejLtensiye power which it oof^t 
to have ; then wonld the first impttlsion^ engaging womem to* 
^gran£ae their mindi till it became as comprehensive aa would 
suit the mandates of virtue, rise in the bosoms of ment and bo' 
by them communicated with such efficacy to the geneiealifty of 
women, that it would incite . them harmoniously to ^ntnintt jn 
their minds every virtue both public and private; even whepa 
they might be naturally disposed to allow their attenlioB too 
ezdusively to fix on the private detached interests of their 
family. 

' So much^as it appears to me^ is it in the power of nsen to 
form women to be worthy of taking part in all their oonooms, 
both public and privatCi that I doubt whether it would bo 
possible to find a truly superior woman* one deserving uuvoi^ 
sal respect for her rationality, magnanimity, and comprehensive 
yiewsy whose mind had not been formed by the eonversation o€ 
at least one respectable enlightened man* 

So great, however, is the salutary re-action which the ch»» 
racter of a superior woman, when it has been cast in a ntioBal 
form^ takes upon that of men, particularly in this oomUfy, 
that it would, I believe, be difficult to find an Iriahman of dia- 
tinguished talents, and entitled^ by the employment which ha 
makes of them, to the gratitude and solid esteem of hia oopvi* 
trymen, through whose mind a noble enei|^ had not been oriip* 
nally infused by the ambition to emulate^ on a gnnder aealaj 
the virtues of a high minded, respectable mother^ or of aena 
other singularly meritorious female* * 

Seeing, then, that the influence of men over, women mmj bo, 
nearly and remotely, productive of the most valnable ei^jola; 
knowing also, that they are, notwithstanding, assailed by inal« 
tiform temptations^ to abuse their power over them to the de- 
terioration of their character, I conceive that institntiona opght 
to be firamed with the intent of inspiring to men the ambition 
to prove themselves generous guardians of the weaioar aex^ 
and also with the further intent of putting the rharartor.of 
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woHMM pvfaiei|Mlly in csbntact wHh tfan of those ckuteg of 
»ei^ -^ffte tttty YeMonaUy be eomidered ai the lltie«l to iak" 

pffW^Nk ... 

To Ak end, I weald give great power to the dass of elderly 
BMii, aAd'ftlio to tlut of elderly women ; tince, where the 
ttind of 'Ae bMer is duly elevated, they onght to be of graal 
nae ill aAq^g, to praedeal life, the inse, Tiirtaoin deerees 
kaiied try the ft»rtaer, and ^in engaging aociety to rabmit to 
tiieoft. • Bot^ nnder the rigifamt eye of the aged, I wonld aUow 
woaseii 10 iitodate with men of all ages, because the younger 
portlett ef them, when Aeir intentions are pore, are partico^* 
laiAy qndtted, by llieir Inflnenee orer women^ to derelope^ in 
their bosoms, Ylrtaoas sentiments, and to engage them to 
adorn their minds with eliaste, blameless graces* 
' 1^ p e rmitti ng boys to associate mvch with girls of their 
owtt'age^' taid by subjecting, at the same time, their inters 
trICli them, to such regulations as would serre to kindle 

reSned, honorable sentinlents^ respecting the carriage 
that'dwyoaght to bear towards them; we would, I thbk, 
anM» ae4e beneidal resnlt iof diminishing, when they grew 
np, thmr propensity to yidd to the ardent pasnons with whidi 
they would then*lnive^beGome acquainted* 
• UMmmbered Une^ delicate sentiments, inducing them to be- 
hoM Ae taude sex with tenderness and respect, would, in the 
iDBomfet Aiys of eliildhood, have taken root in their bosoms, 
and ftaro taught them to view die august eharms of virtue 
with too sincere admiration, not to start with horror from the 
thongitt 'of le ud er i ng themselves unworthy to approach her 

by oSning' uiduiHowed tributes to vice, her deformed 

Thongfa young boys may Mt be yet in a state to devdope 
nohle^'^QknBtetsentiments in the breait of th€4r female eompa- 
■iondry^ 4o the dispositions of both parties acquire such a 
nio lle n # li e haoist froih die conversations tod amusements pur- 
snn<t%; tliem'itt >common, under the eye of a' polite, wdl regu- 
laietf a e eki t f, As eomretts Ihem into favourable soils for bring- 
in|^ to perfection every natural virtue. 
. . By re s tabH s M ng in society a gradation of classes mounting 
oa fapMfeir sdH) as'theytnouat iii years, yod restore' to inpe- 

vou III. Y 
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mntf of age tb&t eoiMUenftioii iriMi.a good' nitiMd 
order reqoinM it Co hayo. It koo neuly lost it ol proMul* wUck 
seems to me to be one great reason of the eonftned, AM»ga- 
«iaed state into vMak the system of bodiely luii ftUtn; 

The eaosesy however^ vhioh have depriyed oU age of die 
koaonrB to whidi: it is entitled, will alitays eoatinae to ^pfnle 
to its prejiidiee; till our sooial institiitioiia a«e so anMged at 
tQ make obTionsly strilung the advantage Aat leeoltk firaas 
treating the old with reTerence. This adnurtige wUl.nerer, i 
think, become uniYersally mani/EMl, tiU womep are raiaed eri* 
leetively to the highest peat in the Hatioii wbkh nttan haa 
foalified th^m to fill; and that, by phdng^tham, jiidlaiowaly» 
lmd^r the goardiaaahi]^ of the old, an eileetaaL proviaieii ia 
made for induing them to exert their power ia the viaaaer 
preicribed'by yirtne andgood order. Men ire So eenaaiotti of 
being osmmaitided, by honour and generosity, to gtant to wooMn 
all the fieedom and iniliMBee whieh th^y can be taaght jloei^|ey 
withont detriment to the nation, and they hare^ aft the aame 
time^ sach a lively sense of the dUftcolty ef openbg a wide 
field to the exercise of female, talents^ and yefr' pg eisa min g' a 
arroa§p.applisataon of them, that did they in praotioe^ fay meaiia 
of conferring great anthority on old age,Bee the problem h^^ 
pily resolred, tonohiag the mode of unfd&ig^ oo aa to 
.streipgthen the national system of enter, the taltetref 
proportionately to those of men, they woidd not fidi 
nisiiig how mtteh reyecened and snbmisAni ire dae ib'die 
«old.. 

Women caniiDt be plaoed in their propeir rank, so May m 
the exdnsiTO obj^et of their edneation la, to finrm diem te be 
good wiyes and mothers. The duties whieh prindpally oe» 
onpy the women vested with these relaCiitap, are sqA Ihte- 
restiog private ones, that, where there is not a mkih tmam 
.powerfid moral engine pat in fbroe, than can be eoOecledlhim 
the dispositions of wives and mothers^ to draw tbe iImiihiiIhh 
of women up to a high, dbinterested emiaeiiee^ the iwboie 
sex mast fUl nader the goidaaoe ef partial, private afao- 
tions. 

The evil of snileriag wives and mothers to iteprosi, osAyw- 
saily, on their sex, the direction of asiad to wUsh tiiey 
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tfc a im g lnii d|ip»»edy bMMiei A»'gmt«',-b«MiiiBe* the nasf;^ 
nmiaww aeiitMnoitfg that men migkt entertain, did they fol- 
lonr thedioCiitM oC their own unhiaieed judgment, are but 
liil i ^ wHm mni cB ted to* women, when menied ones compose 
the jeedin^ daas among theyit for wiTes» in that case, form* 
A»chanetev «f their husbands, much mwe than the hitter dd^ 
tbefans*. BDCbhnsbands and wiires are greasy inclined to i%^ 
gdato thenudTes, iond famtlieg, oonformaUy to the opinion of 
soeiotyi^nthat opanion, wives have far more opportunity; 
aai4 inelinaClea, to contribute to stamp a character, than have 
hanbanii ; So that where married women are the leading peiv 
soaa of their seat in society, they tadtly combine to enact the 
hiWshywhidi themselves and husbands shall be governed. 
These fiiws give all the preponderance that tallies with the 
dispositions of wives and mothers, to considerations of privatis 
; and the females, who take them for their rule of 
are vehemently inflamied, by the emulations whicli 
spring up in society, to endeavour to promote what they 
consider the welfare of themselves and families, without heed- 
ing the miscUef that, by doing so, they may cause to the 
ttoaunonwealth* 

i 

This prolific isource of disorder and corruption^ cannot be 
prevenled from inundating the land, as. long as wives and mo- 
thers shall have a predominant weight in forming the opinion 
of soeMy,' which they will always have as long as the senti- 
moftt generidly prevails, that women's destination is exclu- 
•slt^y a private one.' 

Hisbands and wives, though they, freely follow the march 
of aoeiety, will not suffer any band of persons, who may seek 
to Arevt Aat mardi, to begin by giving an impulsion to them. 
«Tlioyebim a fiaeedom from control, which is* inimical to thebr 
leMB&qr properly, to occupy the* rank of leaders, directing thli 
epISBliii «il usages of society. 

Men, therefore, taken collectively, should not trust to hus« 
bsM^ eoAsiAsred as miA, for directing those opinions anil 
■iagSB, by iregnlatiag a consort's mode of thinking. They 
diMM, «boveail things, try to make themselves masters of 
Ao aentimeiits of somety^ which they should brace to a tone 
corresponding to their sense o£ manly dignity ; taking care, 

y2 
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iMwever,' to keep their, mum ef it hmfteae and faneraMa by* 

BMOciitiog woiQeii to all their eeree s end by aUowing them to 
hare ample fthare in fonnipg the opiniom preTaleat in M c ictf* 
To this end they shonkl combine t«^Belher to form n wtUmp^ 
niaed nttcleua of tocietyy and they ihould chooee^ to he^ lo 
eompoM ity not the women who^ in the cq^ty of wium and 
mpthent, have thmr priTate afiectioni called intaniely into 
actiooy bnt the femalei who^ whether by their choiee or w- 
eumttances it mattere not, are denied, though amred nl n 
majtaire age, the exerciM of thoM afiectaons. Women of thai 
description conld eaaily be tanght to keep their minda .anft^ 
dently diMngaged from private caret to r^;n]ate their ^gm^ 
duct by maxima tending to Mcure the weal of the natioiv and 
to promote the happiness of mankind. There would thia im- 
portant result ensue, from giving them great influence in the 
Mcial system, that they would not let its cpiniooi fidl bfloir 
that level of pure, disinterested patriotism, at which ovory 
upright, enlightened man is aware that he would wish to pro- 
serve them. 

Where wives, under the apparent direction of their hna* 
bands, form tiie opinions of society, those opiniona sink into 
a total correspondence witii the feelings of the women* who are 
the most immersed in particular affectiona and the minnto do* 
tails of private life. 

But very different would be the result of such an ofganijHit 
tion of society as would make the opinions of the female fAit 
of it originate in the way of thinking of women, who had 
sincerely arranged their plan of life on the ezpectatiosi to re* 
main single. 

TheM women could not riM high in the mpral, aocial aeals^ 
otherwiM tiian in being aided by the friendship and proteotieVt 
of a respectable dass of men. The consequenM. which Ihey 
would, by their means obtain, woifld surely lend to. fHfi^SKliag 
the 9pinions of society, to the pitch at which fin^ awnly At^ 
racters would be desirous of sustainii^ them : for the aostoM 
friendship which virtuous single women^— wheio love ia out 
of the question,-— commonly inspire to the. re^eotaUe assn of 
their acq uuntance, is peculiariy of a nature to engi^ the lat- 
ter, in their cenversations togeth^ri to vn^d seBtimcnta eon* 
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WoDttll to" tlitir own nnbiassed cllaraetori and only to enter 
into companionihip with the former^ as ftr as they can deter- 
nrine tfiem to contemplate the same views* Nor hare they 
MMiufiy m establishing it with them, on these conditions: 
Ae prendling natnril desire of women, content to lire single^ 
is to hare their minds aggrandised, and their reason deve- 
loped; in die conversation of men. 

When the latter, by constitating single women the primary 
f»|fMis of Ae opinions current among persons of their sex, 
bad succeeded in making those opinions emanate, in the first 
litttaaM, from dreir own, rather than from the female mind, 
Hiroald he esstodal tliat they should conduct society in such 
a iliaaner, as to convince married women, that their intention 
in uM&g tnlo tileir own hands the regulation of its forms and 
OfMoDs, was to exalt, not to abase them. This they could 
iMiBy'do, by testifying their high approbation of them, when- 
ever tlMnv was Mason to judge, from wliat fell under public 
ofcMitfiid ori, of their own conduct, that of their huslumds, 
ddldren, and servants, that, as fiur as in them lay, they made 
gMd order, viitue, and die pure happiness allied to her, flou- 
fislk hi Aelr fiunOies. In as fiur as it would be found practica- 
Me, overy distinguished post to which single women would K>e 
dlgl Me ^ should be also attainable by married ones, aftdr that 
tliey liad exerdsed dieir domestic dudes for a sufficient num- 
tariif yoars, to have affbrded substantial proofs of dieir dili- 
wise attendance to thefn. 
Wtfere married women become mothers, were invited to 
ftoKjrifei dieir domestic relations, by a generous fiame of 
ambition, and by the advice of their single sisters, it 
h^ ntuch easier than it at present appears, to kindle in 
a ittagnanhnous desire to see their husbands and sons, at 
wif^iy hazard, aeoomplish their duty towards their country 
lidiid.. Women, in all situations, though, when they 
aiaadoned to themselves, they cannot avoid being weighed 
hy paitial or iHvoloas cares, yet have a great instinctive 
wiilr to soar above them, and dieir mind is fVimished with an 
of tendrib, effectually to clasp the prbp, — should 
ptwented to it,-— that may enable it to rise to the 
flionil elevation, alwliibhit ought to stand, to con- 
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4uw to t1i0 firm estabBshaent of a fine aatianat sjwtai «f 
•ocial arden 

BasVuidt would be found wmjpij dttpoied lo enooiinigo tUkr 
wires to follow the rirtuous directioii wbichi in the wiar 
tliat I hare shadowed oat, I tappoie giren to loeiety. Bae ides 
that their pride wodd be gratifiad» (Mtd that they wohM on^ 
de&tly find their account, in possessing iHres highly hoMved 
for their exemplary conduct, they would feel relieved im Wpg 
incited* as husbands and fathers, to keep their mind W an e d le 
41 firm aumly tone. 

Though men cannot summon up resolution la fcrtaat» in 
Ikhose catties, sharing tfie timid, seltshslarmeof a helaved 
fsoosort, when Ae is seconded in her way of tUnfeiiig liy ^bm 
opinion of society, yet do th^r fisciltngs as hws h aiiii and 
Aithers become extremely oppreseiTO to them, if theve ho 
nothing noble in diem ; if they he so sliort sighted aa to easme 
them to forget all puUic 6onu4*>v^M'n*9 W^ to sugg es t to 
them simply the obligatiofi ^ profliote ^ happiness smd 
lirosperity of their own ^ynilyf 

Men, for their own s^isfi|ction, require to be eneotangttd la 
subordinate thtfr most urgent pritate interesta |o the gml of 
Iheir country. 'Tie when they do so, thatthey fitialy) fsr as- 
«tanc9, engage their sons, by their precepts asd eanfipla;i to 
prefer the perfoirmaace of their doty towards fiieir eo u a U y la 
the most deeply affecting private oi^sideration8,-i->'|b 
they do thus, that their mind s^enks to them kqpt imm 
rous, healthAilstate, by breathing: its proper eloaseat, llMil«h 
the practical erolution of such noble principles, ouij^ ooeaf 
aionally rend their hearts with ^gmji yet do tim eo^iUffal smd 
paternal relictions prove, in the main> sofqroea to them of % -fir 
more exqnisite, animating joy, than they yield to fhsen faahls 
minded men who. alloy the •affectiona inspired to them by ^Aase 
relajtions, to keep them entirely abserbodin l|ie pMtifd 
of prirate intei^est. 

|f many women be induced to remain ahwh^ by- the 
derf^tion of the important beneQt which they may. In 
qnence, render eventually to their fMontry, andMimraadiafely 
to their 8ex» by preventing the female .mt«d from shrfukiag 
and conceiving too contracted aentisaeats of ita 4nti«b tf vfawv 




das nttMmdag.ttie iWBPWteaog ^f a dngis iiii,; dstmnipe 
ivomeii (• aaAraee tl» «ttatf]r penom^ abo, >f di* 
pes, wlU baita t« fellow theiv esaiapki. Jknd h is 
diat ilief ehottld, fer littgia nwi w^t- paftUwlaily 
ta ahavgaiteaiielves, :ia 4lifr fiart plMe» wilh theofaligalioa ta 
kaap.tlie beavUtif dwfar aoantryaieii flafieieatljr aalaqied to 
W fi<laiM > by a*iiibardiaa*kMi of thair pn«ata» to pnUieaDd 
•miiwial 4irtiei. Tliajr.aagbt to plaoe tbenaahraB, .tenly» oa 
»-iafi<ieatly iofty OMval amlaaiMa^'^Bicliaipiiii^ba.ratt of the 
ooouaimityy still as their character had more or lets pnofaii 
aitjr to approiefanate to theirs, to«m9t«ftev 4bani ia aasset- 
aie% the-UadaMNit onasbifiBg still aajwstaj by Aaairaaiipia 
<#s ii asa liH i aiJ a tol ypreoadiayttieia* 

Tkasy-nasaldJIha whriecomiBniity be dmdai iatathe tmm 
^Hj§ masried and siagio psnons,. each of »rhsat would 
f% higMy^fpligeeuii seo^rossl ioflaeaoe. 
Hm riagioysnons w oa ld -ooipslaatly watcjiorerdie aiarslad 
fopthesake of aadaafuariny to ferttfyjtheio agsinat md- 
faiiiiig' thafar prisata afaotioas to haag a- ihpraaeive load an 
•thair ahaiaetar^ thas hMododag into it griaaoas defects. They 
irOkiM fiaaMBibea that the pffolifie i«at of these disssdsri that 



nglHy poblic spirited corps, cannot be extirpated asloagas 
•peivoasdo<iioi>laami to Jore thsig fiisillias with a «ag« 
fy sdinsh eatwalyasesrds their piiaate with their pub- 

lia^atias. ^ey woakL haawa>a ihatthe wedded headi of a 

4»f a-natjpi saaoot be Tirtaoiis« and nobly dis* 
as iaagas4he.piii>«t9 affiBctioi^ wtnoh natmally 
^paiqf'thsae]#laansaf qionse and pai9at»«da not, in gaaa- 
sai» aiAihlt in it a pnre^ 



*' l' do nbi pretend to guess the proportions whieh onglitto sabslst between 
•SM^Mansssr •Let my psioiiph li iisiwnlss the aso rtsM isSoaieib 
•wUcii, -single, tenons awjir ^v" ob aodetir, be onoe reesived in a nation's 
pncdcic^ experience will dien have an' opportunity to dedde how fur they 
iiiiiiiaimi«rti^iiW li. laipawii Ihrir nlsnm Rti to bo pia a aiu t IfcMb in 
.imjpwil .iriTTiinff'n its^raporliaa to that of nuuried persoos ought to wy. 
I beliovoy' however, that where it was at its maximum, yet duly under the 
CMrttal«rgiMid«t4er, inS'wllh«nfle«a«Mbe«rfas% thsrs taovhusoltrtf 
nowion would be raised to ito highest elevation; ihey would eB)|<iy nuistofa 
sabitary .induenoe over men, and the national mind would be most impelled 
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«Mi •£ .iImm McMSUHfr to tiM Mq^ a tid» •£ 

Lwit iffaGtioDs nraiMr to Muitb fhnir niadiy Mid 

loIoTe dMir nttighboiir «• dMOiMlTMi vUb fthtgr wwM al 

aha wum ttme unblba Crom Ibm that aMtoBa 

(ttiiifliil, mhich M ia hwanwiy wtek Iha litlii^ af a 

aanblaaalf4o¥0( and iriiioh» whta it aa prapariy 

ky MntinaDtt af ioaial kindnon, paspaia* m far yiaUaip 

^vlrtaa^ ataa wtea sIm ismaa alem 



IB ilM priaM of U£»i thoaU ba i Mm w n mA 

▼kaUa tkat tingla womaa ahaaU mH^ of ahHa 

aaaJMhilatiaa lagallMtw Thay da aal^ liha 
ftam Iha poUio a piotaitia% Ihaft aaa baal bi 
ao aa aatira aioH af kidividaali» by ■tinttiag ( 
wkMMvi Aqr OMf dawH kijaiga ■■aiiBiliaa;Mrawidaaiiaty 
kaiia ta aoawaa ovar 11, livios flasbMlad toflifthar io a 
looa €amfaay»aii iaq^iaviagaiaiadaoayt baiaaia iImi 
iaflaanoa af waaMit aaald naTar paMtnio tala Ihcir lalvaat 

•MftaUa wQH^iOi fha lattar aaaaoii aisaaBMlpi tnha ai 
lihiHy. 

Siagia maoi lifiag lafBtiMr ia a iMHva af MMlaaiaiW 
yialdiayto tbair difpiwitiim ta aaila iata wril aigaaiaadi 
mnnitirrf, haooaio tna '^*'«'-^-^- aliMhid to Aa iaiaaaia'af 
tUrowBardar. Thaaoflfgy mtk MKhatiana iriddk audi a 
Ua oaauBooly arolf as in aMO» tilriag a wioaf 
iion, would promiit thaiAy pvobaUy, with tM 
•aadtttiaoilir to tffv to malM tlMir fratanytv dandntoa Ib^ tk* 
natioBt andacquirapowartoapfKaMil^.. 

Siagla mea, inttaad of haiag aaaMmigad |a ^ait aaaiaty, 
ahoald hava avary iaailiaa aAiad to thMa tormaaiai^ i|» 
aad acquire Ibereby audi tdndly hnmana fealiop af» iafMed 
tbrangh tha loriitoda to wUeb thaw slato wgold aatiwiJty in- 
flliaa tkeai, would fit them wiialy to fill towards their aaoMry^ 
laaa |ha oflioa of the priBfiipal gaardnas of tlvir atovala and 
respectable loeial GogtoBif. 

Elderly siagla maa, who» eaiirely deprired af aa aayabia do- 
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Bi€^9 w9mA MM •ppvMml D]^ droophii^ fani^oiirf 
■ hwJiif wMicoilaHe regirialioiMi be rcweHet into tiie asj4itm 
fcr maf^ woaen, «id tlwre^ I tUftk» indi amu^g;«iiieiito miglit 
Im sMdo M wodid eniMe them wilhont inoraveiiieiicey stiff to 
4mtkm^ wmkm fMie loaetions $ wMle opportsnlty ircMid 
ie shpwi to iiMii to enjvy w eMjr soeiable Hfe^ w iv«ll as to 
4«lik,«vwA»awMb aad iBtdhotmd eultiire of theftsmle 
iahdUmts of these dradet. 

Y ooog iimte MMH giiould, I tfcMc, be rthoolited to etgMdie 
Amamirm into corp% fsBgvbted at onee by religtoos end ialii<^ 
teiy iMtitotioiM ; b«t the beeriageef the letter sboold entirely 
^vqpwL thediiMiee of the Inde pi Mi d ww^ i pgi t una l e Hberty, 

of theiv ooitBtrjr* 

I, efcutod b e to o oo veygiou Miiliiiieott 
p w p — riti e% woold^ i tUnk^ hove thm odnunago, 
of. e o M fli lol y direetiiig the diadplfaio eoggetted by tite AwriMer 
4s the m mm hmB of ftho ooipe oodflr ootidwotifliii of o glooioy 
JHOoeialy d ii fi eeg iiiy eboioeteri and of OMHhig wHhlii theni 
oifc hMOMiahliii igmmnm, wM. dinntod onthiioim, 

Thpqgh I apprehend that theawat t l oo oi u ■■ b eu e flle oii|^t 
bo flMde to nenii to the aotioa frM ita eheekhwant in ha ho- 
of oaMtmenvvohHe of ahigiepaioeo^ yotit WDidd» I eeii* 
be impiooa and iigo di a i e ia to endeavoor toanyuenl 
MMpeairtuo of otow of aalihoey> 
ola- beiongiiig to it wooldt agioeaUy teithe 
I o»poBod| boinfited to live mweh kk aetioty, 
jt 'i poold bo te i pi ow to- reader an- oog^geoMoty i an oee n triA it- 
■BMoal m thauii abee they Bight haToinoaiatiUe tenip- 
to oontMct it» 

ItwoiBlAbo h^adkioMi to loed the prinelpal paaNO% des- 
thwid to itaap a ehaioeter oo aoeiotyr with a vow that woald 
tofib their aan t ia n oat a of the fre ed om rofaiaite^fcr their 




ahorid bo opened, by aieoaa of wbidi, 
loadiwy peraaaa in aeoioty eoald paUkly aMuufeat a peeo* 
eeteoBifor oath iBd|vldaal8.fa would peieevore to the ead, 
ia the reaolotioo to lead a holy, aii^ life ; for it is only those 
tha^ woold ^hoU without wsvaring tUaenetgotioreaohtioo, 
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yikm ivwtld fwdev mlihmtf .m MifMritaUo'ia Itecgpw «£ As 
pecpby M't* liM|»tlhe«i tAatm>tid' wMi m inttaow «BtluMMit 
Md JMbM «B«i)r .«• hliow tkfiir . esMylft. 

The cMttBi|MiMM, esfroMire of tlw Mmwnli wrtwwi Ibvn* 
goggyt •■liUtyt akovld *be h^tmmM^ mhor •thn 
TeflipMiaoiw.shosld>iittt be held . mH «• low mndid 
dbai^o deY«te ihMwabet t» il^.Mld i»4Mok toidm 
oaUy » com^iADM widi its ordinimigi 

To pMf«e tht«fad. of .wiNMii finr .wiwwingAfcll iwahily 
dflfriiipiMMft Ihey atenki te widdar taia^d to imimKlMmm 

Thii MM t Irr ismB «aU»y» hmhMJh fcwwi lliey»^ig<» 
ditpoM M tliey iUak fil of llwir ffBrtMOMid'tfc»A«ilioii 

ir«» th» MvoMoby « wedlod * aiaHir of diif AmwUio 
yomM^ Ar oodofty lo OAHrteia oMk odoip o B w ii i iif iof»t>o 

lioo Jky tko yrino^ that girio OMiyoo iBeHiiiOj« idlnwaw> 
kovo to tho baobowl vkon thqr a^y ohoMO io 
dM«^ of Aw MhlMMoa. 
WongUitrMMd to Moitmw . Uhita, 
dor JifaHhood loo^g 
Am OMMgononiof ony biMMM vUck he 
to Iboir eeroi lihelhor il oeaeioled ooUf Ml 
#f hie h o o eeh ol d ofctg% or port^, iaolleBiiieAto 
nC Ide AoefiMeMooi oioployiitmteii 



I I 



•lioB, aolifo aod eedontery enploynoiiti .kmi, booA 
blended— woaldy though it might hare bean noigioaUy 
by applieatiea to aoBue if nriil eit| xaadily iaipol tham4ah%» 
atow oo the BMaageoMnt of a hioaboiidSs honae propor atteoiioat 
«or (weold Hhe difBcadt fwr them^ twhaee th^ hodonyaaBda 
habit of .Joherobaaii'atioa^andioBaitfwa^i' ■toao. Mhaaaiaot 
oxperienoe» how to oondnot it with ability. ../ 

flieiigh-tlwdotiaaaf hoatelfNpiag omf aanatipariiy aflwd 
a'wife eo maohoceapalion.aa to OBgiaaB.allJior tioBe^.gida oaa* 
VMtaefaifO a lofso .of iadaetryy OBaaaly&oai beiag Iraiaed la 
hoBaekeepingft 

Uaeaaeaof hoaieliaepiagt jowiag to the .ad a y a ced atata af 
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dant 'time Ui slniy Hi 80ink cf awre fcwiitiwf 
sud to attach her, when it baaCMnd tiiaai, ao riiaaiy io-tfcairi, 
as taj»4«ce her to teget eifm tiwae eana oT iMHMkaeiAng 
vith whkh she:atill Might to diaige lieiiel£ » 

ahe has the«9ore ^KtfiMte fer the di*iea of kauaakeepkiy, 
J b e c a iwe the propoition which leaiDe'aMbalBted h eli r ee n ihe firo- 
per e ee a p ati e w ef the l ai atr o a ^ jotf a ^haoiif eni thaae»o£ her 
Mlhaady and whioh rendered ikb hwahteaa d ei e i^ a o g » on the 
UimVf nearly ee etrihingesd h oa e or a b le n Ae ieyea ef^^he 
fflhil^ m Aer ewpleytenii Mwigiwi ioihe hufcwp) ■■thai ^r^ 
fMUoB, euiveapeAdkig-toliie aaalhiotite feeliiigs of mH 
^voaiesy ic calmly deataeyk^ 4he|i«epttdBtieeef 
ae faooseftftepeia hai^d«vMledkto«tl»r0baowity; whfe 
jwre fiir mege f iaeed than they were in-aaeiaBt tiaMi, in 
wUe rdatfenehip with tito puMie. 

Siit» evteii were Hhe^tiee of the aMtreaa of a-hooad stffieo 
^eupieaoaa as naNf<Uy te laloB her who eM e aap h n iiy dfechai^- 
•d them hi^ in the esteem of ell Jber eofnaintanee^ it wionld 
todilteili to deiermino m ea t women to ap p ly to them» M e i ely 
hy O Bgag%^ -gfah Hi ttthemeelrea fcr heeoa^kig'mdtBhlo hilp- 
40 a Imahitid^ hecansethe fteliag pr ompting ' Mir m n a a iito 
aHHiy to ho naeini ce m ^a n i oM to aste ianOt priawlioe 
agd- aho p bi h^ijterivatftro and o e mp ie» ; heing thoffoaaitoffa 
muott between their natural desire to reign hi the haait of (a 
loMT, sad <^ the desmei also aatnral to themi'to hare an ibde- 
p m ident esjMenoew When thoy habitiiaaliy laboor to amaveto 
ihamsdres sveh- an existenoe l^ the exertion of tiieir oWir -fti- 
oidtleB, thenilo the whispers of their 4onging toeaptitate<a 
Jorer, johiod to Ae experience of Ae impoteHey of theivtoe- 
iated, mrtfivo powers, quickly impress th«n with thoeeaf44«Mn 
that^ in order to render those powers, of mneh ?akie,' they 
ought to use them as suKsididryto those of some aiHi^, iMd- 
ligent mdid IWettd, witii' whose station thoylroflM do'W^to 
identify theirs. ' 

The industrious habits, then, taught to girls, ought to reAr 
principally to some Inciatiire employment, by tlie exercise of 
wiiich they might hope to gain personal eakotomenls. Vbeir 
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■mtf»» Bitaal J^wmM at, la ywii, <*n»» HmsIP m h 

Md iii|iiiy it Tritli nyil mrrnnt, unitnr thff irrniriiWtif pjr nf n 
^fcaadl, fai Molter Hm orimniMM. 
. WMMB»ifll»7«nMl,«oMeimitelyindpr4lbii]iA7«silli^, 
tt^km the nott wmtmtj HMtliod of oonduetiag any tfpedd 
hnmA of .indntry^ hmro aMve H ojdMIHy fcr mppl]^g tlie 
fpenond knowledgo that they hare gidned, in any em depaft- 
VMntiiof «rft eroo u i on ee , to the aiaa a ge n ent of tooAer 

.Worn the habk of a pplica ti on to tome I q cr aiiTe emplof- 
aionliindoly diiaced aneng wiien, men woaM no longer be 
lod^hy ifwpaiiy. nMi their Annale eompanlMc^ to belete that 
nhnl dboto all tfabga doet Aen hononr it die fimlty of Hftag 
ewvlnonalyt wilhanKndhy it noedM to nilnlittr to their 
MMftBmm by ntltntien to any kind of iaboffont bnshiets. 

Tiieiy wonidt paatienianyi iie indnoed,— *4n Itnand at ita>t^ 
to bend their mindt wiA aUerity to beooraing, fMnttriMnpur- 
eailiy beeanta they wonld, ntodly, lie c hee r ed nmidtt their 
|ailt» by the engaging eaciaty of a fimudo eoadjntor. 

Theniind-of Ifiahiroinen mntt, ho nofo ri be dioonraged to 
pnawm. n murh nobler^ more dirintertttedi nWajaOu aHn^ tlMCti 
^ny whith eonUbopiopeted to.them by the hope ef aeqnMiqg 
wmlAf otberviao aU atteaqrta» elAer to make At ezerdto of 
any branth efindnttry henorabie for themy or to luAnetiirmigli 
the aaivmality of Irithmtn a mag«aainiou% pubHe tpirit. 



Viforondyf yet rationatty, Oo oletnte the mind of women 
abore tordid €ontidenition% meant thodd he debited of erine- 
iog the nicety .with whioh the pnUie knotw hotr to ditorintf- 
nate all the 4^grtet of that moral nobility, that women may 
aevnat by their Tirtnei ami grandenr of eooL To thia end 
foawtlet thonld be guided, not by the hope of obtaining fiir 
their good aotioiit ei^Uoit rewaadt, for real r iit aa teomt an 
oprett ceoompenaek bnt by the hope of beiog, altogether, 
jadgod wofthy to rteeiTO nmrka of hononr and oonfidenoefrom 
the public, and to be entmtted by it with fonctiona, the right 
diachMge of which tladl be immediately beneficial to it 

Women should be governed, ai mnch at pemible, by na 
honorable hope of thit kind, and not by any fear, except what 



mtaniif «eqoaip«niM • Milimial Ii«p9» mmmAjf tiie hmrntf It* 
aMtflSRuga Th^ •>•««• oiyriy illifMoi toi Im'M by 1mi|W^' 
thali vkm wider » ctimuttl fofoit tkit ptwi<iiiioliatli iiiMito 
eomply w>tli tto diclatesi thay ftre not dctarrodihiwp' Inafhrn- 
iQg lo tbaaiy by* any iear placai in ma mMtnrf aMneziott 
wilh iti Thay aoly aaak to abida» by aobda wilaa» pariMfa 
by ft44«"g erima to ariiaa^ tba BoaiahDMiit usA wbiah thay 



Bat» jraaUy and blindly aa tiayyiald ta fiabidd a ii hapaa^ 
tbafcaai wkkk wonU fiaD^diMaaRlolhan fltiai dahig^ao^ 
do not appaar natoraUy aoiiociatad with Aam ; wbaralhy hopaaf 
iriiiak aapttratad tbair daairat> wara virtaaiity and tkat' tbay^ 
siMNild troat ta their awn gaad aandnet; lor thab rarilaBtionri 
than ironU the fcar of diaappointMiiaat tunaUy laaeh then W 
not with aoond wiidom'and diaeratioa. Than waidd ihay Ira^ 
^nantly laam, so eafanly to dardope *and ungnkla lluAr tir- 
tnona aantimaato, t81 the p ri na ipl a a intalvod in- tbam saaaMd/ 
to their hearty in unison with the eternal laws ci moral ha^ 
■MMiy, that aran ahonid the hononfBy to whleh, bythalr ffood 
ean dn cty thay had hapadto anftfo, ba> intha-end, denied to 
aaMam would they finally be denied to MgUynMri^ 
womenr-thoy would readily aanaalo theaiarifee^ fraitf 
eigoying the aonaoiooaneia of » sweet glow of ho)y panao* 
wWdi they wonid find diffosed throogh thek* bosoms.* 

Thaqghthe paarion of lore, proparly so caHad, oi^l, in 
n woB r^gnlated soaietyy to be mueh more eomnHNlly and pro- 
foandly Mt by the young, than it is at present, — rinee the 
Tain and sdfiah inclinations which so ofken take possession ^ 
ikem, firitter away ndiapoaitien to itf ye t women ought not 
to bo enaonraged to tmst to their power of establishing their 
reign in a lorer^s breast, for obtaining, in society, an impor- 
tant atation. Men should determine the general rank which 
the finaale sex shall hold, with cool, unbiassed sentiments of 



* Giri% placed In "•eminartes of education wherein the mistr cM , In pre^ 
of the Bawimhlwl flienda of her papils, beitowa honorable narka of 
ap fg e h at ion on thote whom aha cwnriilw daeenlas of tfana, an watt 
known to horn, fineqnently, with the moat intenae daaira to recdva froaa har 
aMrii tastfaaaakaaf aaHdaialaB* 

la not thia a daciaiTa proof that waU diraetad hopaa »i^ ha HB|hl ta 
cxcrciae, orer women, a powerful and salutary infloenoe ? 
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pMT^ if if be wd[k4iiiei»«d> liMlifcily t#-.d«rridpe Am 
gtoiffimiiAHf rrthar thm la q>6» bf tteinspimlbBef wlicfe 
they nui]^ beoome pottMsed of wmltii and poww, tkrir teMU 
bility to ihU.pMtioB unioldB in them itaasy Yifft«0% adds to* 
tbfir gnem, aod eoalribittoo to sapport, in tbo iHliQn» ngmtdt 
mood .MgiBOH ; but wlMa Aeir p^nonal ambition mini^ 
witk their seeminglf amorons aentimenta ; that thoae aenti- 
«MBfletaifeia«airettteeeeeaaliUnalitaa;andth«l».inttOMd of 
baaoiriBlf, in noneeipiania of a lofe wigafaenn^ diilieininiJ 
tendeilgr to dorote thamaelT^ throegh all the chaagea and 
diancaa 6f ihia mortal lif^ to. the bver whom they ha^e do- 
«Bn» they think, wtdi pride» of the power which, by reigning 
diwpetiqilly in hia liaarti they may hope to obUun ; then doea 
their deMght in looU^g on themselvea aa olyeota of lovcw only 
aMhe.thMn ei||oy the thim^ ^ being able to introdaoe great 
^nimien into the aoeial ayatemi tmd to oyerthnow the wiadom 
of. Ae wiae.* 

. WhiA BO Tent, is giiren to women'a penonal ambitbo, bnt 
the proifnct of finding, in a hnabaad, n lover wliom they ean 
nik^ the feeling whieh reminda them of being, to perMna of 
tiie lordly aes, objesta of lot% will be obnoziona to metging 
itielf (intheir boaoma, in an andntiona one* 

The oeoae^uenoe of ito being abaorbed in it will fineqnendy 
be, thatthey will look on a hnsbaod a« an i^ent bonnd.to fhr- 
iti f h fVw\ with the mfanir of indulging Taii^ extnafigaat dia* 



•taii^MwawiMaMaMH 



IKOTE TO THE TWENTT-SSCOHO CHAPTER. 

{See page BS5.y 



(a) As ftr M my knowMge foea, no notice lu» enr been UetownAon 4a 
fact, that men are the lint loarae of that olTlliaation, which is effected fcf 
•judicious intercourse be t wee n the seze% though the part borne by woasen. 
in humaniaing the manly charaotnr, fonae the aaest fvominent featam of it 



* It b well known that men, when they emit in tlM 
^tt m wiman'b heart, are coaunonly tampted to aaike a capricSoue or tyiaa- 
nical use of It, 
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I d» mil Mtevt thftf tMnn mk» iran tt tatally imhilHwiiotd ly ^m MImt, 
wmM 9wm- think «f Irtiwiringt frem Mtnnl BMlHti^ aft Um taik pt asM- 
Uamlng iti aatlvt ditpMltkn, Manktaid wouU^ ikvcfim^ ftonlinniy for 
CTcr, with thflir monl chMraiM*, in » rudt^ unoiiltiTmted Hate^ wen it 
not for the typci that persons of the stronger sex bear in mind| eonoeniinf 
what thoas of the weaker ought tahe^ and for the efforts made by them to 
engage women to realize them ; from which efibrta a powerfbl re-actlon 
ensues^ that operates to the improrement of their own hearts^ Their paa- 
eion% eoBtneted aentUnenta and aelfid| pride often* indeed* canae them, tp 
be tha camiple rs^ instead of tlie relbnnen* of women^ dispaaitlen ; ba^ 
thoiifk the nilesy wiUoh they lay down far their govmunent, too frequently 
Saaua in part from a polluted source^ greatly prq|udioed must that person be, 
by indignatteii at thdr oecadkmal abuse of power over the frir iez, who doea 
not- raoqgnlsa that the lawa wUeh they* promulgate for the regulation of 
wromen's conduct, spring partly from a deep ftlt* di^terested dedre to seb 
them such as they should be, to lulfil the atemal decrees of vlrtueb 

Were there no presiding lawa of virtue in the heart of el^Mr men of 
women, to regulate the conditions of the^ Interoourae t()|gether« their frch 
qnentation of each other'a society would, cooslantly. lead, as it too often doea 
BOW, to vicious lioentioosqeas. 
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BOOK IV. 



rnsLiuiiTAur oBssRVATiottn. 

f SAVBy ill several passages of this work» when pointing oot 
various phenomena in the moral character of mankind, re- 
marked the deMaraia which ought to be achieved by their 
governments, in order to take a virtuous, well regulated ascen- 
denoy over those of their di^ositiona whence the said phuoo- 
meaa proceed. 

I believe that, if governments cautiously (bunded and deve- 
loped the national institutions of the people committed to their 
chaige, consonantly with the principles which I have laid 
down, they would find themselves, at length, conducted by 
them to all those moral dedderaia to which I allude, the attaia- 
ment of which I conceive to be necessary, towards impresaiiig 
on a nation a truly wise, virtuous character. 

I shall not, however, attempt to extend so far the sketch 
which Ihave drawn of the firame-work of good civO and moral 
institutions, as to explain the mode in which a system of this 
nature could have for result effectually to introduce into the 
national character the dmderaia in question. 

I have only commented on the advantages which would 
from tiieir practical realiiation, and finom the universal 
blishment, by these means, of a just counterbalance between 
the various passions and orderly inclinations of mankind, for 
the sake of setting, in a dear light, the principles which ought 
to regulate a well organised society, and the moral aims to the 
fulfilment of which it should aspire. 

I have now completed the exposition that I wished to offer 
to the attentive reader of the plan, conformably to which, 
government, according to my conceptions, should b^gin its 
arrangements for giving a constitution to society, — at present 
it seems to me to have none, — whenever the time is ripe for 
doing so. I make no doubt that if ever, attentive to these 
suggestions, it actually forms agreeably to them the .first nu- 
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dens of a som) corps, it will aftenrards discern how it oagbt 
to nourisk it, and make it take increraent, till it arrive at ita 
full growth, without any departure from the primary lawi of 
itsofgaaiaadOn. 

I mi|^ therefore now condode, were it not that I still wish 
to expose some abstract opinions which, I think, onght to be 
kepi in riew by those who may hare the will and the power 
to new model society. 

To tlie disclosure of them I shall, therefore, dedicate the 
renudader of this work. 



CHAPTER I. 



IN IRELAND^ THfi MALE AND FfiMALE CHARACTER 
MORE FAIRLY CORRESPOND TO EACH OTHER, THAN 
IN ANY OTHER COUNTRY. 

If the reader hare paid attention to the lines of distinction 
whiisli,— 4n the second part of this work,— «I hare drawn be« 
twe^n nation^ characters ; as also to those on which I hare 
in this part, endearoured to fix . his attention, as considering 
them to exist between the mental organisation of men and 
women, he must recognise that I describe the two sexes as 
corresponding more to each other, by their mental constitu- 
tioQy in Ireland, than in any other country. 

In fact, it does appear to me that Irishmen, owing to the 
comparatirely weak hold that a steady principle of ambition 
has on their mind, offer, by their character, a more analor 
goi^ pjmpathizing counterpart to Irishwomen, than do the 
men whom I hare obserred of any other country, to the fe- 
males thereof. 

As no^nation allows a strong, regular principle of personal 
ambition, to unfold itself in the breast of women, where men 
are mncJi gorerned by it, it so modifies, and takes such an 
asc^den^ in their character, as to cause them to nourisK 
their thoughts with totally different aliments from those 
which their females do ; making the two sexes, in some res- 
pects, appear as if they were of a different species. 

roL. ui. z 



Iriahmeo* araforllier impeUftd lo fljaipntUaieitxioiii^j wilh 
tliidir femalfiiy and tq yield to tbe empire of analofomi pw- 
■^oii8» by (heir metepkysicelly directed imi^nation* 

All women, considered aa inch, are inclined to §fw% theit 
imagination that direction : that ia^ they 9f9 move Mliciloaa 
to read the naked fedings of the heart of the fAitoa whom 
they obflerre, than to stady them in the effect that they pro- 
duce, when they express themselres by ootwaftl si^Wi thos|gh» 
proportionably to the distinction of imagination prairaUii^ in 
their country, they, more or less, aid themselres la decipher- 
ing the language of those feelings, by fixing their attention 
on the varieties of the soul*8 expression, as it gleams throi^ 
the external figore. 

When, therefore, the imagination of a people mureraally 
flows towards metaphysical objects, it is easy to conceive tliat 
men and women should have the moreiadnoement to a similar 
occupation of their thonghts, and that they should have greater 
facility in comprehending each other^s mannef of viewing all 
subjects, connected with the stndy of human nature. Sol^ecta 
of this nature always did, and always will, principally attract 
the attention of women. 

A metaphysically directed imagination naturally has a ten- 
dency to arrest the thoughts of its possessor on the dbeerv^- 
tion of isolated, unconnected fiicts ; for it disposes him to atudy 
the mental constitution of every person who passes in review 
before him, with as intehde an interest, as if hia ultimate aim 
io doing so, were, simply, to become acquainted with it 

However, men disdain aUowing their thoughts to be im- 
mersed in detiuled observations on the character of in^vidoals. 
Thoy seek to generalise their remarks on it, and to extract 
fk'om them principles concerning the mental consUtirtion of 
mankind, and the mode of dealing with them. In thus moving, 
from detiuled observations on individuals, towards nnenl 
maxims touching tlie nature of the goyemment suited to ■ma- 
iling, the men of the various countries in which imf^g^iinij^ii j^ 
ihetdphysically disposed, probably stop finally at verydiftf«nt 
terms, leaving more or less behind them the point wheaco they 
originally started. Some may be more inclined to oonaida' 
homan nature abstractly, and to investigate the method of 



presirt&fi great' Aadony hy means of a good public govern- 
ment, f n a flbtirisBing state. 

Otiion may Cke to stndy ft more concretely in the persona 
of Aefr flefghbotirliood, and to meditate on the cfvll or mnn{- 
cipal laws by which their prosperity wonld be best secured. 
. The ambition of some may incline them, when they reflect 
on llieir relations with mankind, ardently to desire either that 
themselves in particular, or their country in general, may attain 
to a very triumphant pre-eminence over other individuals or 
countries. While others may be diverted^ in consequence of 
the want of ambition, and on account of having a sociable 
temper, from forming any very enterprising desire to aggran- 
dise either themsolves or their country. 

The mind of Irishmen— as I have already reasarked ia the 
second part,— proceeds, I believe^ as little beyond the poinlf 
at which the character of each individna) is the object meal 
present to the thoughts, as that of any men whatev«r^«M» 
Though it be capacious, so as commonly to amuse ilseiC 
by vast contemplations on the ways of great natioasi. yel 
doea it settle, almost exclusively, with real interest, on mtn^ 
ters oonceraing particular, familiarly known, aocieties. It 
tjunks much more of a joyous life amidst a circle of acquaint* 
aaoey than of ambitious views relatively either to puUie oa 
private interests. 

Theae distinctive features of the disposition of IriahmeUt 
tend to render it singalarly responsive to that of their £b^ 
males : the faolts» ia consequence, of the two sexes, presents 
ia Ireland, a peculiar analogy. Both are temptedg by a ne^ 
taphjfieilli: bent imagination, to apprehend what passea ia a 
nisi^fiSfnaf» mindi with a viviicity, a suspicioua drea4 of ita 
seiiAailiitSj and a desire arbitrarily to model them» which 
oftill khdle in them a fiery ill wUL In both, imaginationi 
not'fflkiently occupied by studying the naked feeliaga o{ 
i n e ' iJ llnit, lies in a great measure idle, and is tempted into a 
wHI fiiael^ed, capricious mode of acting. By formingt in both, 
transitory, sometimes durable alliances with their 
iea. to aluaein society, itseduoes them into picturing to 
fheiittettes iRe effect which they produce ia it, when they 
ought merely to be occupied in giving te their genuine, art- 

^2 



lew sentiiiiratt, a joit ezpreBsfam, «iidi It mmt^m^ -m .grie* 
Toiitly nislMdt thom^ m to canie tiMm to trnnqdi in.tlM 
thought of the exhibition that they are makiag, when, pec<- 
haps, it k OM which renifiBB Ikan ndteolone in tM «f«» ^ 
•peetalon. 



CHAPTER IL 



wo IMPORTANT AMEUORATIONS CAN BE EFFECTED IN THE 
CHARACTER OF IRISHMEN, UNLESS THAT OF IRISHWOMEN 
BB PROPORTIONAIXy IMPROVED ALONG WITH IT. 

The peculiar ease with which the Irish of either sex can 
justly appreciate, by sympathy, the feelings of the other, and 
the sociability of their temper, ui^g^ently demand that any 
attempt which may be made to form, respectably, the character 
of the men of the country, should refer to a plan, arranged for 
the purpose of producing, a proportionate improvement in diat 
of the women. 

Irishmen are furnished by nature with especial facilities for 
attaining to the perfection, humanly speaking, of their own 
character, while they seek to perfect that of their females. 
li Though imagination, in Irish men and women, endeavours, 
in the first instance, to cast a glance at the naked feelings of 
a neighbour's heart, yet, in so doing, she is naturally inclined 
to take in each a diflPerent posture, and to bestow attention oo 
contrary ultimate views. 

Irishwomen continue watchfully attentive to all that passes 
in the mind of the individual object of their attention, Aat 
they may get thoroughly acquainted with Am, or rather iferdia- 
racter. In the actual state of society, they think themselves 
much more entitled to scrutinise the mind of persons of tlidr 
own sex than of the lordly one.* 

Irishmen do not love to arrest their attention on the dfiarac- 

* M«n are much more dispoaed by imtaught nature than women, scicnti- 
fioaUy to examine the external appenuace of the penon whum they »«i^«P*t 
and the mode In which it may aenre for a vehicle to the umpw—i e n of hia 
mind, in order to attain to a knowledge of the Uws of heaaty or (raooy aa 
applicable to the hiunaa Agure. 
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Iw of w MivUfldL Tkty ilitv^ lo Mtawti ffMiiUMir iwr* 
liadav obiermlaoiv, g«aer»l laws iMNiemiii^ what awii o^glil 
to be. 

. Wmrnam^ by Ihrir <j0ie attwitwa la wirtiriM oa mOivkhMa 
cbaneter, are noft aetimUy eondooled to Ibe d b ee r e r y ef 
Iboee laws of order er Bondtty, by wbicb indtridwdt ia pri» 
Yito life oagbt to be nded* Tbey nmsli no doobe, wbentbey 
erilaoiie tbeur oendttct, tooitly refer it to aome alaadard of mo- 
ral reetitode. Yet tbey bave no naalteraUe stiaiidard of tbat 
kiadv Qgiitiag ia tbeir anind'a eye. They merely nmke their 
eeaaaree relato to some indefinite^ uncertain •tandard»*^tisaaUy 
aetther admowledged by equity nor humanity^-— 4liat their 
imwiena and pp^udioea lamiah them witK juat to aerre a 
ai^gle occaaion. 

. Their natural diaposiiton does not so much impel them to 
ary to diaeover, by obserrationa on indindual8» the principlea 
of order by which mankind ought to be gOTemed, as aimply 
to aequire a knowledge of their own iaolated diameter. 

The plan, which Iriahmen inattnctively pursue^ of seeking 
to olicity from obtenrationa on the mind of individoala, the 
laws to which aMmkind are formed to aubmit, ia a juat one» 
provided it be fiurly and aedatoly executed. But Iriahmen 
ave marh too fiery, and too precipitate, in forming their opi- 
nioaa, aagacioualy to aet according to it. They undertake auck 
a proceaa, with a mind already preposaeaaed with the peraua^ 
man, that they are fully acquainted with the aentimenta which 
the lawa of justice aad order require their countrymen to en- 
tertaia ; ao that tbey conaider tbemselres fully entitled to be 
aba eaaniaa of erery one imbued with an oppoaito way of 
thanking. 

In the mean while they are, iar more than they are aware 
a^«|Moae to let their wrath be kiadled against the individual 
irkom they snspeet of viewing them with contempt or dblike. 
They can usaaUy, however, conceal the part which their 
onmr pntprt takea in' detenaining tiiem to regard a neigh-* 
bour with complaisance, or with hostility ; for they can find 
paataxi, auggested to them by the prindplea of wUch 

* I Ban igiMrant oneiy whoM character has been little formed in the 

eadfltyof men* 
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to n^mijimg tlw chMmofr of tte i«dii<i>rii rf tWir 
iM9, » «U thM9 •# iMr frifttle nWbM tlM llli«M)r 
totlMb<fiMrs«ri«ii4«rtli9 lyiHi <tf tUagt* wMdilMMr 



kdlga 4if the b«r» «f thmr o^intry : hat I w w i ii i l i r $im tfbty 
cliMMohlftnfimik«iiih*tlMii«qgh«yiAp^ wMi 
Imbmb nature, m wonld lead tlMm to peraoivo 
of ifiuildbvthejwliroigaof tlio Imo, wd yok oHowfaiigv to 
oooh fonoa oobyoot to tlMm, « conndoraUo Istkado Ir Amim^ 
■wrton of Us poUio opinaoiio* 

Iridunoa, wliMitiboy eontidor tho piivaio dioiootflr of aa 
MmdoA oro «• ?om»kaUo iDT go o e r cwu l y i^oqiiff kii«ieir 
oooryoiioanitMiioo oogogng tlmn tojodgo Wat wMfr lifc t m^ 
Ut]r« Oi dioy oroiho ilioiriBtolonHioovid vl o io iioo » fai 
iaf dioso mhn do not adopt Ihoir paUlo oodo of 
Thoir ditliko to oeaaorioos obaornitioiiay or wil 
oiaaitf^voiatmlr to piivate oiMumolir k avehtlnty IMo 
tioM aa.tlMfy at po r o t opt , boatDW oa tho appKoatioii ef oomd 
pfiaoipioa todiaeoMions mhUk fOfaad it, tiioy l^i^o tMf(hfe| ^ 
mffmftohfwilt Ikmr IboKaga, awMt InaliiPoaMft, tomtk 'aaoas^ 
tomod 40 the ooaMnatioa of poiaoaa of Ao otlnr aes^ -to 
OKhibtta naiarlmlilo degreoof Irindwom fd 
aaent of mmd, in their oommonta on the oondoct of • 
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yoro tho atatoof iMnga fohaa woM 4nm tho fiiaaatliliiM 
and with it many <rf Ao mlatfena of pri^lo Mf^ 
wider llio ogro of thopiAlie, Iriahaaon tronld ^A» 
diaanasing, in AomIo aaoiety, OMOiy Iraila JM n ttw li an 
piiaato oharaater of tadindnala. Thoy wonU do oo>«»Mi4Id* 
lionay aaddigpity; far they wonld <fiiiaUylaani4oonna| 4nn« 
indicatiro of the bounds which, the aanctity of fianily retire- 
menty the lapse of time, the fireedoin of action due to indiri* 
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kiWb 9MiU HMilihi .(^ Ihiit 
As tte privirt» fWM 4f IriiiWtrfi ^mmU to 
•Might i9 wH«9 aoat tp opM hsrjMmwMly miIo psUit 
hiitwMi mwM Mw§tikr\f fmmtHtm^ m iwMgfcrwwiil 91 





I^F- whnk MitMBil flfittia mme^ to i» 4MBdaflted« tbov 

iwft of ftUakivf, of UNiagiiili mntof^A in tib^ iiuir 

l i M fc il gheyiwM J < be iMiglit^ ip fomiag an <tM^4 of tbo 

o£ iMT mmmMo ndiFidoBL to kom ivit lynMa^ 

OM io MJad boMMo ^Mi ndrfio ohMMOtor would 

jo.iaw.ftomhit yri f > l 09 % vhicb qatoFe w^nM yooip^ 

ttoi to viow wrttb §eiwf<wi% wiftcioiitf y iodolgmt gyifoMii^ 

fltawrily TWr wwM te jKHiro ^ tho ftlglitf »l di«%aror 

rtWb a inlwno—t jMWty lyirit nnim to o fanolo dwfoc* 

c orboo. Itoir ikoBflfoio lisosii vomoii ifftffrtot^ io thotr 

■■UiotfMMkilMv witold olodly art thfuw tho oxoauila of bdnfluur 

In ito itiiiihiiiyo rf fliiMi, ooHidfiiWd with miMfantfin hniMt 




iftMlr«'<«W«««i voiM Mprly wm thtir fataoviieo t^ 

Aho-io<doloOOOO of olflmOioOOOOimOpitV «>^'»^««*^* t-hji AnMAiMmia 

of oor poUic opiiiioBSy with the habit of modemtely Jiiul Jibor 

onlly 4iaNMMf tbe r^tfole mmim^ of ioiUYJ4wl9» th«t ^w 
m»'4m .ittwtm «rh9i0 .«wi^ I0119 iRf oonTomoiian hi» btoo 

nolMMp of Ihiiv fiaity ffpiffl» f»4 ff $beir iamkl^ pMiioaf».. 
J^mm$km^kmtf9fitm' $m the mnainjl j» g f Offt i»tt of Imlv- 
kmmBmi9^ im lhiuk» ^m priwidl woy tp isoowowr 
toitMr JiM lai tfio 40vi<Mi vioUownw which it migbt 

ooMunPte ^nnt tho onMMOto of irii<totMi wui beBOYolfloPo* lo to 

^M/iooKo 4tpu(y te dit pripi^ lopioi of opoFoiwoti^o whi^ 
fMooUg wpwn fcmdot ; than to oo^oisigo the men of Iro- 
ImAAp handle th^m W4th them, aod to do it 00 fo iri49 a 
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Mie, dMft Am pnMiplcB ev^lvad fiMB li» 
tt a m, thaUr lum {MiliHti beflfffaigB. 

Swh b the propentily of IvuImmo, wImr Ibejr 
tmii to iUI, MipopuAljr, tkeir tMiooj t»— <kto«B^ww «■€- 
IMom experieaoo for tUa pwpooe^ by * wfauto and yot «ic* 
laMivo tlMly of mmkiBdi tlMl it wHl mndly, I beU«i% be 
lbud» that the men who are tbe aoel gemariraHo lar a wiee 
cciadaet in privnte life^ are tboee who boat knew I10W9 whea 
4iey havo Meoro to oenteaipkte tlw afiuie of gewaaiioa^ i»- 
tionally to eetimate their own relatione with it ; and that they 
are alio thoee who are the aioet eonpelont to give j w iit ioni 
adhrieet not merely to pemoon of their own aex» hot oeea te 
ftmalee in whose oonoemi they may not be in the habit of 
inteilMagi when they happen to he ptaeed in dtfenlt oen- 
jonetnree, though theae eon^pmetnree ehonld l>e eo aradi of a 
natare to eacape tiie nnoh aervan t eyO| that it wonld^aaam 
Aat tim emharraaimente wUeh they eanaed tlMniy emdd be 
eompreheaded by none hut tlarir own fionSiar niwapaaiona (a) 

Iriahmeni by aoqviiing in women's oonv«raation» tho hahit 
of dothing, with a anbetantial Anme^ the fend eC their obaar- 
fratione on homan natore, woidd oenfner their prapaniilf te 
lookontiietr Mlow ereatuea throngh tlie amiHomef annha 
deceptiTO miatine iai that> where they oaAtnee an eppeaiiaytty, 
they can emefly peraoeote tham withont eempnnatieai fram 
only regarding them aa a aort of apeetral age nts ^ ocianpiod in 
npholdnig, in their oonntryt ail attaehment to opodoae whish 
they abhor. 

Did they thos leam» in women's society, to amhe tiieit. oh> 
nervations on indindnala refor to a diaintaeasted deejan to 
obtain a knowledge of their oharaeter, raOer than to n wiah 
to discover wheAer» relatiTely to aome &f>onrite opWona> 
they thought Uhe them> they would not be tempted to il ^p 
eo large a portion of their oonver8atifm» with 
men and maanera) as to render their mind aiid» by aei 
ficiently alimenllng it with topics of diacomm drawn '§nm 
▼ariotts branches of literataroy art and science. Hiongfa^ when 
tlie conversation of men rolls upon some opinion that they 
arrogantly seek to impose on the hearen, they can spin oat. 



MM IT. U61 

lMW#mr<fMr msf be tte idMM wiAWhleh it fcriiblies theau 
tiieir argiiiiieiits to sueli an inmieasnnMe length that, notwHli- 
enmdiiiip Ikftt their TolabttfCy of qweehmay lie inoessaiit, tliey 
aerer derfre te ipeak hot en the ene rabfecty the «ase i* other- 
wise when they dlieoM> iropartiilly, the merit or demerit of a 
nelgh h y nr'g ooadnet, eitimr generally or on some special occa- 
sion. They then are fantinetiTely dfcpesed to liaar in mind, 
dial It heeomet them cinly to set apart a eertahi peiehm ef 
their eonYerBaticm to erftieiBrot on the ehanurter* or demeanour 
of men, and diat diey ought alto to conteerste great part ef 
it to an interdiange of sentiments, towshing the beaaties of 
those liberal arts and ssienees wMdi senre to ctTilise and adotn 
the Innnaamiiid* 

n^re seems to me to be sush a dose alBnity be tw e en the 
pemimi,^^when it acts on a beso min g l y wide soaley--4iyr stn^ 
ing mankind, in the indirlduals who present themselres to oar 
notiee, and a tastsibr Aose brandies of llbsnl knoniedge^ by 
the eadlBfe ef wineh mankind learn to inrest t hem s d V e s erith 
dl thefar nadTO dignity, diat the iadnlgenoe of the fesmer 
eonstandy awdsens, in the mind, a sendbility to the latter. 

To Uris dose relationship betwsen them, do I partly attri- 
bale m lhsl» dw eaistenee of whioh is, I bdaeve, ge ne rall y 
psi s aifo d, namdy : dwt women have usually a mush grhator 
a s pirado tt towards an aoqnaintaaee widi the beaut i es of natme 
than hare most men. Where the former study the 
and eondaet of the indiridnals niK> pass before 
them, with a lil>erd desire te make their observations on 
thsm aubeswe to their aoquisidon of a philesopiiicd know- 
ledge of kuman nature,— and they do usually, at pr8 si >» 
study it more or lem in that Tiew, — diey listen with the deepest 
attention te aay one who unfdds, in eonvermden, amind en- 
ridbed by litemry, elegant, or sdentillo JdHrars.* 

ttttm a wsnld also» a s I think that I ean peredvey resdil y 



^ laMpwril-OHtvlaBiitliSlagTCstanMbwor tlM 
tflVMd ts obqpVTCf with diacreUon, the affaln which throw light on the 
dbneter of their neighbour, could be Induced to study, with interest, 
ewfy StfSrtaMatof iBanring ftonhtwl la give so orSBrly gij w Mi rf w n ts 
their adnd, woe it explained to them with a iim]iUcity that would rendef 
it dear to their understanding, which, from not having been invigorated by 
eserdae, Is oHeo slow of comprelieosion. 
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Ami »Ubilof iMMi^fMliNffUMl 
ini— Ityi ^ A tMtfti«r Mary ciaAf yp i r l» > i i i a i> 

.qvm Mdi » hriiiti and ratiMidIr to mdtimito flidi * M0lA<*> 
K M A veil ftwiititoM Mmlr, IMMmjoi&tMmAjMmi' 

tliobllirt taltoMpMdiluilDM ii»ytoingfc^ 

M iaifiMMe Ihflt vm14 Mw» thMft wMgr to mflppltln iWr 
Mndflflt. Ai pf«i6Bft, lluqr p«f liltftt <t» i tl o» to fMwte 
fluids kjr tbi fMic m llMir iMtiMM ^ inH only bwanto A^ 
opinion of society does not npponr to them in «ho ligte of i^ 
mhtrntTf etoillod.to ikmp r%nmAm$ In* iino, 
(tkmf mMobi fcoer mf ■mjiwm feoA#ifc4iwn». in ie il 

ieok» wirti ■ilont eont aa pi (ir <npel iwith itewif f%» • * 
Ihe'dfond of heiny eendflMnind hj Am opintea nf Ito leediwy 
pOBwns in eociety, trodUmnke anuMt anlntnryinpfoeibfei mm 
dMm, wore liiey neooitonied to kenr tkoM disariinlMito the 
Jbedei of f%kt end wiong in tko prtjeni of indi«tdnalp» vidi 
«U Ao tonlh and clenineM rfMraetadilie of 
nnod minde, ond yiefe, * viHi nil Ani 
ii ewsply aUKf i^ontoaeone eenMnemt is oohbi 

The ^ep in iene ipenetntty prerailinf in eo e i ety y ownot 
«oier iteaoniben, a etrong salntary aseendoney, laom 
OIm stamp, not merely of an intolligenoe, boS also of moral ifeel- 
ings nnder tlie gnidsQoe of wiadom, tiii women mre nmiiiii of so 
4onseqnenoe as to appear ae mndi iIm oignns of tlmni as 



Thoadndof llw#mnorfliinst first ko tongtotognspwHli 
ease tlie most eempraiisnsiyo praeepts of wisdsas, lolativo to 
eelf nnd eoeiai govomment: IboyiionOf em nnnsMsmMy jen> 
dowed witii tiie natnral laealty of expressing tlieir sentim ents 
In ensii an aiWMS aneting etramy ns raadny to wto* owr Hs^ 
oners to their way of tlitiildng, from impressing on them tbt 
4eiieff Olmt oonSiments wlioso tovlii tjNiy so deefriy nppeer to 
feelf QouBt be agreeaU^ to tho lawn pre8cril>od to us by the per- 
fect plan of nature. 



^▼■Mii jMKMHnnff fiM *Miiftiiii0ifl8 oi tBOfniiy whq ^tfOu 
tii4sr ezprested hy women are sach, that tiie bearer cannot 
avoM being conscions of tbelr justice and magnanfanity, they 
lynk profoundly into his heart. 

The impressioD made on him by hearkening to sentiments of 
this Jdndf takeaon hi» riiaraetsr a atrong» lairtiag iaflaenee, if 

il* ha fiwiariainnd by ail Ihe raspeetaUe vo- 
«f kia s a ai a ty, «nd fed Aem to be ap yna f i ed of by tb^ 
en Ugfc la ne d men who help to eompose It. In sndi a eittf- 
atiooy be is amply disposed to recognise, in the wise and tirtif- 
ooa portion of societyi an anthoritatiye, awful tribunal^ whose 
good opinion he is bound to win by the concUiatory tmionr of 

The B^garianio Xriabmm«l a mtU tigariaod, 
tribvud of pdMpB 4fMan, aasapaaad of powaiiaef 
operatoa in a poaitire manner to the deterioration of their 
morals. They are formed to lode inAttnctirely to the opinion 
of soetety, as to a sure doe, competent to guide them uner- 
itogiy tbrongb the labyrinth of life. Wben therefore this due 
la not afibrded them, or that it entices them into a wrong di- 
neotioiiy heedless of supplying its deJBcienciesi^ by drawing from 
jaaj olhar f uartar • fiuthfid manitor, ij^y amroliia themidiw 
wart iraralass ladMiwnanaa in iepiaiiiMa #BPars» 



M0T£9 TO XHJ3 SECOND CHAPT£IL 

(a) The otieervattons In the text, are in entire contradiction with the no« 
tUmf'ihat genius, and common sense, or the wisdom efficient for guiding us 
tMoMiy throngh life, rarely go together. I own that I loolc upon this 
to he, puilcuhirly In Ireland, an erroneous one ; though ft Is there 
ft seems to me to he the most genenlly aecredited. It Is propagated, as 
I — p poee , by a great number of Irish, who lay claim to natlTe genius, witb- 
oat taking the trouble to render, by assiduous cultivation, their natural ta^ 
Wkta, whatever they be, honourable or useful to themselves or their country. 
Tbe peculiar passion of the Irish, is for studjing the mental constitution of 
the human species, with a view to ascertain the best mode of developing and 
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pulllfiK It into tellvitf . They find the ligliti fHifoh ^atltff 
tUi study with niooeaa, gnntly angmcnted, when thdr appechenelen it 
quldcened by an eiBcadoiM desire tooondnet themselves wisely in all their le- 
lations with manldnd. Even tliough they should p o s soei great natural ta- 
lents for tlie exercise of any partleaUr art or science, ahetia cted from te 
fmmediate oonsiderBtlon of the proper seeolar destinatioo of the honan 
raoe^ thrfr attention to ft Is otoiodoiiB to a ehilBng hHght of wctftnne- 
■MSB, If It be not animated by a prafiiundly ftH eauvlotfeB, tfMt tiM o^eel, 
«f siBdy wideh nature see m s to pdlnt ont to thenit ie one by Ihe 
cnllttre ef whieh, they may both add immanesly to the trwssTii of Adr 
mind^ and also be of servioe to their oountry. 

Were the eendnet of the Irish in generaly saeh as to merit fer them, the 
tl^ of a wlee, rationai people, I am persoaded tliat not only the national 
Intdleet wonld be raised to a mnch higher platform than It oecoplee at pre- 
sent, hvt abOk tiiat from the genins of the pereone deetined to dIstingeAdI 
•t h w— tf ei In Hiy etito of eeeiely, Awe wonldiemaBsto a frr more steady, 
hfflHiM^ iDd Wnietal UiMk thM b MlHdly eAHtod hy It 

(Am pag0 aes.) 

(6) Among all tlie vijait, Ineonaislent reproadiei which,* ee Ijndce 
from rsmarlu, that I have seen scattend in the literary worlcs of former ages^ 
—splenetic men were once in the habit of renting against the weaher sex, 
none were apparently more unreasonable than those which related to the 
oonTersation of women, lliey despised them ae frivoloos, Impertinent, er 
oensorioas lieings, If they heard them relato any privatoaneodiKe tiflim diy, 
whiehteldtothedieadvantageof aneighhonr; wMle^ If they attomptod to 
sear above eneh toplesb and to handle dioee literary one% thai mighi be snp- 
peeed more interesting to higlily I m proved mindsb they turned from them 
with diegttst, as from vain, pretending beings, allbcting to mahe a parade 
ef mental acquirements which they neither did nor ought to posseai. They 
did not approve of their speaking In eoclety of their honsewifdy occupations : 
theee were toplce which were merely fit lor the ean of their eervanta : 
their maternal caree too^ ought only to be dleeussed with the fiiAer of their 
ohildzen, and even with him Imt sparingly : they Amdd never ptimin i s to 
open tlisir lipe upon politics, nor upon any of those evrlous topics^ whidi 
commonly engrees the minds of men in tlielr houre of business : It was not 
to be reminded of ench matters, but to dissipate their Aoughto frnvn then^ 
that they entered frmale eodety. Of wliat then vreev poor women tospeak 
to thoee lords of the creatlOD, who honoured them with a visit ? All 
topics were debarred them, but the single one of the eventa which had just 
occurred. In private life^ to the fiunilies of their acquaintanoe ; and irfthmg 
Chey could scarcely choose one, important enough to lie related to a male 
pclety, which did not by impUcatloa cast a oensuro on sane individual. 



Wfunap, ^ wfM-d to iIm mw^ wUbh ilM oflato* «f nMn *UMptlKir 
conwnalioa to taki^ are now mich mon UlwrvUy (d^alt with tiian tbeyr 
oamwOTtf They are gcowraUy pwmomced by tlitm to be iotelleetual 
eooufh to be lairly entitled to dieoeurae. on aeveral thcdiea proper toexerclao 
a ritt^nal mlad, and ^ ia now oooeidered by moat men both fiUr and neeea* 
aiy thai Hkf ehooUt with oertaia UaBitatioo% have thc( priTU^ of talkinyr 
ef fliairi^ of the aMn of a neighboiir; though ihey aaay not hnmaiiatelyr 



Bm^ thofigh man appfeeiata mnahntafv mHoBaUy than they did fimBerly»> 
the extent of tlw liberty which their opiniooe ou|^t to gcant to wemenV 
eonTiraatiea^ I beliovo tlial moat of them wIm are tlioof htful and caodid* 
wonld avowt that they are at lieart inclined to paeB» on the nenal diamete- 
ristice of ity eritieieme that appear aomewhat ftatidiona and eontradietoryr 
They wonld own, if I be not mistaken, tliaty wiicm they hearwaaeB pror 
leiy naneh their cliat, on tlioee Ineidcnte of tlM day^ that oenoen eeane 
neighbour who wonld gladly if he cenld keqp tham hidden fraaa «hap«h» 
lie eye^ they are i neil n ed i ove n though the &ir infdoqmow enly nan«lfr 
freta whkh they do not preoieely ceodenm them for talking ovar«— 4a Ael-- 
iaga of caotempt Ibr the ine|gni4cant and nnkind teiMmr of weaacnle ge- 
neral o un ta rmth m. On the other hand, if they heard them deecant upon 
literatnieb or iairoduoe any of thoee other Ihemea of diaeottrae wUoh I ha^o 
mentioned, they would acknowledge^ I imagine^ that they do not hearken- 
to them, with pleaeure; for they either find that they Tainly endeavour to 
dasda them with a pompous diiplay of very saperfieial talents^ to which 
had thay no pietenaions they would like them the better ; or elee that they: 
%nsiMit|y din them wiUi tepi^ of a totally privrnta nature, and which 
cannqft^pceecnt to them any inte^reat. 

Iho appavmt way wardnen of mpn'a feeling% rdallTaiy to the kind of > 
diaeanraa with wl^^h th^ like women tp entertain them» eeema to ma to 
proceed firam eome cwfaeed not&eee^ thainatore myrtariouely givee theasycao: 
eemin^ the etyle of conTersation which, in a.thoroQghly elegant, weU een* 
stituAsd aodety, would reign between them and. the feosate portion of it. In 
inch n aodety, men would fte%uently allow their colloquy to roam diecur« 
aivo through many a literary, adentiiic» or political toph^ but they would 
etillft«nldat its multitudinouiifiighti^ make it revolve round fiMta and pcia- 
d^B% gleaned firam their acquaintance with the private Ilia and manneta of 
hnawa bebigm The knowledga which they would haive gained Aam thefar 
inhorcoiiiaa with mankind, partieabrly with thai portionof them p h i c e d i^' 
their vidnity and meet oooneetad with them, wouUI fimn the osnlnd topi«' 
of their dieoonrafl^ into which all others that it asighl at tfanea developer 
wouUL fidl, to augment Its etoKc% and from which they would part, to add 
tojta variety. 

The care of holding eonv e r m Uon round one central sulject rests^ princi< 
pally, with women. .THvhd aa ia commonly their chat, oencemhig the 
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H MMplMtlbM aMdle 
imIw { tfwy tppl# bMndliMHl Into It pMyer to ^wtUfy wMwtid 
w«ll Man Um idCM AmildNd to an bftkair espataBM«f flMakfai 
flnoiblM to gitv dignity ud impUtade to tfik mm fiwli topic 
flwn. In iipmliy thfttr totadt to wekif » •■« aoC Irapt wwurf ttlv toyie hf 
thftCMMMHilift of wnto% tk^f wf iiiljiiit, If llajri|iuJi ef mAy 
art cr tdwet^ to gat aa inTolvad In tha anl^iaot of tfwir dlaooani^ 
to toUh aa tiia wMlty af |tt ilbto ut i f^oaa ifc tofh te aw '( ullf a lj iftto t ti t to 
toyarahi^lf HwyipiAaf AaliwiUm aftfca aC 

■ f i rt m , aa^ 
ba» ttoriaai aa4 
viriflb 4Haaataantrlb«to wadl to laipcato tha fcaann with 



Watoan^ whan an apantag b afltodad tham to take tha laad hi 
arthaatlMj dnd it ailgiUa to giva a naw dliaetiatt to It^ dtonld nMially 
■na aaplc wlatj^a to ttowa yaaifag atanto In prorate ilft^ «UA my 
nith pr ap t iat js ba adhred to tin natfea af tha pafaana tt«agad fci ctott wllk 
««ipiea af tUa kind an aa touoMai titot Hiay nmf 



Bnt fkt&f ihiwiil nat anhtth any wtah topitoitlNtoan *a ntanrtton af 
«ka aaetoty. Gladly diaold Hwy iMailun to tfaa man wba taak aaBaalan to 
dadaaa fimn thaaa aonnd, Jndidavii nnudntt af eaodnet; at to idm wImi, 
i|Bittlng tbia aa14«ct altcgatlwr, diaaa to hHradaaaaiM^af a natnra a hmntfli 
to laipiiaw ilM tosfei, ar cxaNlaa tiM nnderatandlng. 
* Buh la a aUght antUnaaf tte nanMr te wUak l«tonigcnt» akgaat wn- 
man, by taUnf part in tha cenvanatbin af waD I ntomnd aatn, aanid^ wlft- 

liard^gmdlnf katon^ aariK It a ant to n ril y l«n 
af thn pMkaaphy af kvBBtt natvin. I ba- 
liava that did th^« with aaaknaw told nvHfty, anaaonga lnttil||ant aan, 
of Ughly fsaliiwilad.aAfaid% to thla auda af aonvrnfaig iHth than* thay 
oaald«.witha«tlnipiringth«n with the aaaaOeat Inclination toaocoaa Aeni 
af a ahihlt i ng , aatantatlanaly, Ihelr tontttctnal ao^ ni ranie nta, ei^aga tham 
fft nt li toangnwnt thaaa, by lii r mi lMg totfcma a dteaarw^ artiuatad wMi 
tha aaoat i H li B iii t ii g IdaM whSHi tMr kinnd ktem tori aoggaatod to 
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CHAPTEII III. 

IRISHMEN ARE BETTER COKSTirVTED TttAKT THOSE 
OF ANY OTHBR COUNTEY FOR TAKINO AIT IMFROV- 
INO INFI^EMCS OVER WOMEJ^. 



, A$ IriahaieiH mote than those whom I have ohtorTod oC 
any olhor country* have aa uiyent wan V of the aid o£ wommL 
wJwM.oinnMSlor haa been caked t»m ?ery exaltedleYel» ta Uik 
their n p ti e nal one to a retpootable e»inenee» ao nature ha% I 
beUevet taken more care te capaottate them than the rest of 
their half of hnraanity^ for exerting, oyer the mind of their 
females, an infloence proper highly to improve it. 

Men cannot eaaily acquire such a salutary influence over wo- 
qsapb a|dess tliey be sensitively quick to observe the ev«r cha^i^. 
uig^ ybasos of society, thai they may comprehend, aympaiheti- 
caUy» the mnki&riona moTementa of wemen'amind, and gently 
oeek to regulate then, oa all oocasioBa in wUch itexperiencea 
lively sensations. 

I belieye that, of all the phlegmatic inhabitants of the nortb 
of Burope^ the Irish are those who pay the quickest attention 
tp j9very incident in society, which raises the slightest mu^ 
^jivi jn tlie hreast of a female* 

Oa the other haiid^ men are net happily organised for taking 
an. iaayroving, gsnaroaaly nsedaaeendeney over the female aes^. 
im thoee oenntries where they ai« more alive to the notion 
tfmttbey are fearfully in women's power, than to the idea 
Aat these feeble companions are helplessly dependent on them* 

Men of all countries seem to me to be balanced between the 
fear of women aoqiiiriagt whether individually o? eoUedinly, 
too sMMh power over themi and the consciousness that thiqr 
wwWaer nnweethily did they abuse the strength mid asrth^- 
ritft jested in them by naturae tyramisally to o|^iess, either 
maft indiTidnal eapaeity or by generel agreement, persons ef 
the weaker sck. . 

Where their fear of being enslaved by women preponderates 
over their eonsoionsness of its being their duty to net as mag- 
nanimous protectors to them, it urges them without pity to 
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ralgeot tiMm to tynmniod laws ; to nuilce ihtm iadWiJoWy 
the Tictunt of their miroly pMiiona; and to hale the aez 
genendly, heeame they find that so many weak women readily 
Gonient to he thns ▼ilified hy them* 

Thiroapue of men heing transformed into dm remortelese 
oppressors and hetrayers of women, seems to- me to openie 
maeh more in Italy than in any other oountry which has lain 
within the scope of my obsenrations. The Itafiant* haie 
certainly, exquisitely tender, and highly honorable sentiments, 
hi regard to die females of thdr fkmily. Bat their speesihi- 
ttve notions represent to them die weaker sex as being ren- 
dered, by Its charms, Infinitely more powerfol than lihdrs. 
Tliey, therefore, In taking abstract or general views of soda! 
institutions, only meditate on the means of renderii^ them 
Ihronrdble to themselres, and reducing women to a harmleas 
stale of impotency. The tyrannica] principles on which diey 
seek. In consequence, to determine their place in the naden, 
affect also, frequently, their pracdce in tMr fimdies, nuddng 
them condnde that the women belonging to diem, exposed as 
they are, by nature, to Irresistible temptations to eril, require 
to be Tigilandy guarded like state prisoners. 

Hren fVenchmen, fraught as are their bosoms with honor- 
able feelings, making them sensible of its beiiq^ a dnty iacttD- 
bent on them to treat women vnA deforenee, and to alhnr 
them ample enjoyment of sodety, are still strongly p r epee* 
sessed with the notion that, owing to thehr address and chams 
they could, if they themselves were not vigilandy on tkeir 
giutfd, wov-k their way on to the attainment, in the naden, of 
such supreme power as to impress on its gOTemment what 
character they pleased. 

This belief keeps up, in the mfald of Wenchmen, sneh a 
jiMdopusy of women's encroadiing spirit, dmtthey tWnk' 
selves justMed in considering them. In many respects, as 
gonlsts whose schemes they should try to Austrste, rather 
than as helpless beings who can neither obtain their due mea- 
sure of worldly happiness, nor unfold all their natire d^ity 



* Th« rMder Is requested to recollect thai aH my 
metier of the Italians, refer to what information I gleaned cooccntiqs that 
of the Romans, at tlie time of my residence among them. 
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of claviclor, ndeoi thoy be geBerondy sqiported and fro* 
teoted by tko stronger sex. 

b IriahmeB) the fear of losiog, by incantioady yielding to 
a nnirping apirit in womea^ tlieir own jaat ai^reniaoy, and the 
fleaaaof being. mach more ppwefffol than they, ace remark- 
ably well acyoated. to each other*. Both stir in their heart 
with great viracity, but yet the latter predominates, and it ia 
H tluit stamps a. character. on all the l^ing prindples that 
Uiey£Mm»'relaliTely to the^deportment which tiiey ought to 
obianre towards women. Ever remembering* with deep com^ 
pMsioa, their dependent weaknees» and their own snperior 
powei^ their hov%. oootinnaUy warns tliem of its being thoir 
duty generoqaly to uphold them in the highest pl^oe in the 
social fahric^ which their fully unfolded mental qualities might 
i^der them competent to fill : it uiges them, also, to endese 
voor, by a liberal, respectful . treaHneni cif th^,.^ give, to 
those fialitiea a, desirable developement. The lively, jealooa 
sense which they commonly have of the regarda due to them- 
•elfssfrom womeui only aenres, in the main, to co|i|ilei:poise 
lofideaUy tibeir. desire to prove thenyselves their genevpna 
frieads and protectors^ to make it act with rational .caution, 
and forbear alloriag them into extravagant measures eoatrary 
U> agood system of order. 

The. Irishman's sensibility, to female. charms, where they do 
not diroctly emanate from a virtuous, well regulated mind, in 
mudi less overpowering than that of the Frenchman, and 
more parUcnlarly of the Italian. For which reason his calmer, 
more ondonded feelings suggest to him more constantly the 
idea of what women onght to be ; nige him more to behave 
to them in a manner corresponding to the impressions which 
tndyviilaonai' respectable ones ought to make on him.; and 
ttoielneesaai^y remind him of the power that he would poa- 
>oi8 to behave to* them as a haughty master, if his own gene- 
rous, honorable sentiments, were not warmly opposed to his 
doing so.* 

* The diTcryitj, whieh I hfkv Jiut netlced, between thoee sentimanta of 
Um Irkh aadLltaliane t!hat determine their treatment of women, causes the 
lonacr, when tl«ey take any step in oompUanee with a wife's wishes, much 
more openly to avow to companions the motive that decided them to it, than 

VOL. in. 2 A 
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I oa^dbA^, ftian thete u— lii op ti» feprnplwii rf hiab^ 
men, that, owing to the vivacity with wlnck tkmf afj^rahnd 
'n^omeii** fealiagiy and tho comparativriy nnchoctod flow of 
-theiv gemiMNia giMliaents ooneomk^p them, tlioy ara aiaga- 
liudy fldaptod taadaaly to aaaisi |o gyiUatfaHii to the lughiit 
piimaola of moral fieifectio% pkoad by nattva witUv Aar 
veach^ 

TiU Iruiotn laani to trice fiitt advaM«e of wrtwa'a Uba- 
ndity, in oonfening on tiiea^ to a nanwlttbio dapo^ tie 
fiKolty of widely derelepiog^ in the mind of wonan, Iha genai 
of all ita. native gviod fualitiei* their aaii^nid jhafinter will 
not shine forth with a steady, btilliant laatn^ eommaadiiig the 
reepect of all other eoimtrieB. 

Let oiremitstaneea in Irdaad (jkaage aa they may^ aa leaf 
aa elfeotaal paina are not taken there u^ijimtMlly t» ale- 
twte to ita proper height the mind of women, and wiaaly 
to ordinate the opinion of eoeietyt it will he imad thai 
the Atidte a* preeeat dbviona hi the IMk dhp^eteey will etOi 
eoiltilttie to pervaideH anffidently to render it» aa a 
oney mnch inferior to llttt of Great Britam; idierea% if it 
propeilydeveloped^ Iteoording to the pr iu m pia a that I hare 
iBsqpKMO^ the Iridi people would eland firmly by tho aide of 
the British one, an equally reepectahio and preepoae mi oo- 
ndjetor, reeeiying from it, aad impartiny to ity invnheerable 
strength. 
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C»APTI^IV. 



Jk WIFE'S DUTIS8 TO HEB HUI^i41IB^ PAETiCGI;c4BX.T 
THAT OP OBEBIENGE. PEINCIPLES WHICH SHOm.!) 
DIRECT THE EPUCATION OF WOBiEK. 

It is the 6detom of men, when they talk lo women €^ a 
wife's duties, to lay sueh an emphads on that of oboditeee^ 

ao l&e UCfer In llkl caw. TheTtiOIttiliuibaaid tiracm sftsVB slltfch||s the 
u»pearftnc« of twing too macb nnder Ids wift's soNrammtaat ; ^ H/trnt dO« 
Is more kitxlona not lo tuljeet liltes«lf ID the h a f tt Htim^ aflSlHtarhdsSS* 
ITitle Influence over him. 
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that 700 iniglbl tnppM* 4i«m epnviiMocI tluHi in eoiHi8elUii|^ a 
womaii mpMady to obey a wedded c^kief, they afforded her 
ftn infidHUe m]% by a scrapnloiie adhereaoe to vAAek die could 
secure kenelf against the eoDnninion of any error. 

Easy, ladeedy woold it he for wives to faUi^ ex^nplarily, 
tbeir tetiea, were they thus hound to euhnte implieitly to « 
htttead'a will s did no more hlame alteoh to them, for taking 
stepifai compllanee with it, mineos to thttr iamiliesy than 
Mtadies to the military enbaltem who exeootesy wfthoot hesi* 
tatioB, torae injudicioae order given to him by hie eonunaiid^ 
ing ofieer. 

The obedience, liowever, dae from • wife to a hudNmdi 
teems to me to be a daty, the right perfbnnanoe of whidi 
may at times require her g^reatly to exereise tier understands 
ing: she must try to reconcile U with the determinalyoB ever 
to aet as may become the real, warm friend of Urn, and Aeir 
children. 

It is evident lliat such a detem^natlon may possibly oblige 
her Cmdy to oppose his intentions. 

The counsels, which men are so foud of giving to wives, 
impiliotly to obey their lords, appear to iae to be partly sugu 
gested to them by the disposition, — to which mankind are •• 
prone,— completely to simplify llieir laws of conduct ; fer fjlum 
nkt of erecting them into sure guides fer the persons the 
least accustomed to exercise their reason. Whereas the laws 
by whidi nature requires us 4e regulate our psaeliaa are so 
oQDipl^ liiat we ought to be well and early accustomed t^ 
exert the powws of our understanding, in older to acquire 
the abKty, <m all occasions, clearly to aj^y them to 



Tb by meekness and submission, no doubt, diat a wife 
osght to wish to fee her empire la ker husband's heart ; yet» 
^rhere she endeavours to adorn herself in kis eyes, with vir- 
tues sf ftit nalim, shemay, tf hermbKlbenoteBiaifedaBd 
Hm, eiMf eoteilit the feld ftdstake of deekiiv herself miUk 

Agdhft sddia mistake Ae ought to be weH precaationed, 
aadtotkatMd something jaore is neoessary than meidy to 
preach to her tfie duty of ebeying herinitfbaAd. 

2a 8 



972 BOOK !▼• [part »#- 

r When a wmnftn's amiaUe drnftimiliAnn Imvo tirfbaeBtly oom- 
prelieMtire, noUe beArlng8» to entMe them to llie.rank «f nr- 
tnoufl onesy hei; nivUinag ioAnenoe is nalarally fob fey dl the 
penont in ckMM reUlioiitliip with hon k is dio. toodbnoy of 
▼itftneF to pn^Nigmto itsolf from oao indHvidiud to aaotker, whm 
it «rig[ioa(estn tho mind of a woman; and it is^liis 
ment in natpro's sooial plaa, wUdk oaasos tfeo rigiit 
ef tho fomale dttractor to be of svch national importamM. 

When, tbereforoy a wi& is taqghty by truly Tirtaoas prinoi- 
pl08» to manifest towards tier bnsband an amiaUo oahmissioiiy 
we may justly expect to see bis cbaracter bear ibe marlm of sa 
exposure to a soit» boiign iaibieaoeb If we knew bin befese 
marriage^ we bope tbat tbe cbanges wbicb after it uusff isMon 
idUy, take plaoe in bis diqiositiony sball all testify bis oonti- 
nnal progresrion in goodness»meekness> and an ap^tadede^ly 
to relisb tbe sweets of domestie life. We likewise expeet to 
see tbe children of such parents prore a comfort and bonesr 
to tbem,' owing to their imbilmig from tbem pore^ civjliBed 
tastes, along with a deeply felt attachment to evary ▼irtne. 
We conclude, also, tbat the senrants in sndi a femily irill nato- 
rally, by their aflfeetionate seal, and cbeerfol alacrity ia per- 
forming tbe duties of their station, bear witoess to tbe ea- 
ligbtoned attention with wbicb they are r^nlated by the diiefe 
of the femily, and to tbe virtuous emulation with wbicb these 
beloved chiefs have inspired tbem. 

' But if, instead of beholding this pleanng exhibition of tbe 
pure rajB of sympathy, which a virtooas and traly meeik qn- 
rited mistress of a femily may shed around her, we see tbe 
, man, possessed of a very mild, obedient consort, 
for his quarrelsome temper, or implacable, tyrannic one ; 
we observe their children to be wilful, and ill bred; and find 
their servants to be insoliMt and rioton% I tfaii|k that we 
may feirly suppose, that tbe mild> obedient, qiirit ezbilMtod 
towMsber hnrimad by the mlsti^ass of thefamily, ia net tbe 
•result :of. steady, virtaons prinmples; tbat she oidy coaipcwts 
herself towards him with bumble submission from abject timi- 
dity, or.feom inch a love of a peaceaUe Hfe, tbat» in aniar to 
secure it, she nfiises to mak^ any painfnl. exertion to prunoto 
the well being, and true bsppiv^ss of her femily. 
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• The esdtitve mcsImiIImi te ' woum of tke doly of oW> 
Aanm to a cot^mgfi tord, majri if tlMjr W iMitimU]r> tnaqnUiy 
or timidly iodiiwd, eaooonigo thom fimdly to tUnk that tkey 
do tUr cbtjTt in deplorably imothoiiagy on afloonnt of tlioir 
loTO of pononal omo^ tho diotatet of thotr iioart and loOHm, 
•frimi tiioy oBgago them to stead forth tho finoy wtfidtoring 
fti ea d i of a haibeiid aad ftmily, oa oocasions ivhoreia It may 
be e o f iri to finr them to act widi iodependent eneigy and 



• Qb tho other head, if womea'e own nnderrteadiog k»i 
Ama4a peromre» that their daties, at wtroeaad modieK% may 
oemotimes.naetion them in a aeeolnte oppoeition to a has-* 
haadTa wiU, the attempt to enferae on thoman mmKceptioaaUo 
oUigBtioB. tamely to.yield to it» may only indnoo them to eon* 
ehftdo^ that it is the tytanny of men, and not the enlightened 
law of jnelaee, whieh haa daaaed among a wife'a duties that of 
obedienoe to her lord. 

Tho proseptofA of girls onght then to manage^ with espeeial 
delieney and tendemes8» the incalcation to them of the daty 
prescribed to wires to obey a husband. I do not mean, that 
thoy ahonld ahriak from a dear enunciation of it» for every 
dnty whieh the order of nature imposes oa mankind or any 
portion of them» onght» bj those who fiU the office of their in- 
stnacfeorsy to bo firmly expounded to them. 

Bat great care should be taken to give girls a dear oom*' 
prehensioB of the extent and bearings of a wife's duty of oon- 
j^gal «hedieaee^ They should be taught, especially^ that it 
is ooa which she is i>ound to consider secondary to that of 
fiorivg'iienelf asiacere, devoted friend to her husband and 



Btot thoy should also, at the same time» be warned that, in 
order to her complete accomplishment of this latter and para* 
aMoi^daty, it is in most cases needful that she comport her- 
self -49 her wedded lord with warm tenderness, and cheerful, 

Thoy oni^ abo to be made to comprehend, that a woman 
b almost always, in some degree to blamis, whenany of those 
eatremo sasea occur which justify her peremptory refusal to 
comply with her husbandTs injunctions : die has either origi- 
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biUf ggptiftrfL lA miltt 4if tba wutuntt ut bar filiinh. Mill 
Biili— tad or wm^g haided man ; or elio^ dbo has hi Ih^ aacif 
4i^ of l«airriago» ailoootafad liar luNband lo ^iald to ovary 
aaiUn^amm of hit liviiiow^ bj tiaudlf flatteriiv UA-o^pfiMii 
OK oakamU^ irrilaliiig him to ill tdoipor. 

TliO)r aliooU bo told, that % wife ahawld irady wiaitKn kt^ 
aalf a* aoah i^ fooling of raal frioHbhip iHthhot hoahaaidai 
that ba vamfjuaAj rolf on tbo aiaoarilfi of bar adfifl% •«rof 
tho ^^) n ti p*1^ ptff which aho may ouuNwa to hinif rimptM iiiw 4ha 
Baa of Bondnat that ho pmteaa. Nat that febo flight ta 
bin with rapopatr aa a oa on tho iu l wa i ^t of feal|o 

aawrojl. flho had battar heap rilwti aba«t 
ptofaaktiagf M wM aa aha ia abla, by bar owa aaaitiaaaj iba 
JMBiga that might oaaae fiam lham«— 4mlaM ha la«itolmr to 
apaik of thoiot and thaa ri» oqght aat to oaftaaal ^ 
probation with whieh aha viaws tbam. 

A yoang wife^tbay abooU bo toMi ahoaM Ofaa 
tha tuaa may oomo whan it wUi ba har daty la ba a ftiabfHl» 
ffm madiatrfx botwaon bar ahiidreii aad ibaiv fethaiv 

A providant foraaight^ tiianfoiOy in regard to Ibaa^ 
thangh dia aMght thiak» at firat» that aha ooald bottor 
bar own Iraaf aillity, by abaaqmoariy flatlteiag bar bibaaii 
ahouM detarmino bar, Ami tba firrt daya af wodloobt alaaayt 
to ipoak to faim with tha o|«Ba oaadour of a4iiaadaad 




Bat, aftar bayiag tai^bt girls Aat it ia tha daty of a 
ilwaya to praionro to bonalf tha libaaty of iliaiiMMKHawi % 
har worda aad actioaa, that aba ia tba ataady firioad off 
hnaband and childran, tha daty ot avoiding^ at the aai 
aa mach M poaatUoy giving offenoa ta the fonaaiv oaght nest 
to be made tho ol||act of oaaiidoraiioa. 

I have ozphfaiod, ill a fonaar ahaptcr, lay vaaaona fer 
thiakiag that gada o^bt to bo ta^iit, with ^^oual baaa» te 
act aad think without diBgniae. How«vaiv tUa falo. 
ander tha head of thoae which caaoot be obaarvad ia 
aiaiple, direct manner, as to senre mpmlly to gaida tba ^mbah 
and the wise; for nndpubtadly girls ought to be taught tbs 
necessity of e»rciailv||VBat last and diatemnmit in the ok* 




J 
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Abore all liiiiqi^ ttejr ihmiU het»t«lil «li«l» tlwigb^ 
«db0Mtae^ « wife's diMmiw wMi hitf kpn^biid, ibipld ef«r 

to 0li9«m dM «r0QiiMi «f M« Minli in oHur jm depcfeBiOftil j 
flkft dk^wM^ Ui wi«di99 Ite ^ l^H* p^iVfD^y .1^ itt«44flM« 



Ikm mm % M f! m n kl e wtimmi for 4Mn|uif to Um tfmtif ff a 
nMmwi ajiaiwhiii nmiilalMihln 

fiks ihdvld aeair le bad hiafiwoii impen^fCiblgr-te tto eow- 
ilftiihmi^lltl aha lyjahet |t to drwr, f!atlierllwitoei^gag»Ufl|i 
4]r Iwr aipttiialf lo Mt iriidy : IM k^ nwy find Mnwlf gnida^ 
Vf Wa iMm ludMUiBdyn^ not by har p^ramn^ns. 

Osjm lo^aailoa on w|ua|| .ha majr te cDUfca^na of hayii^ 
aalad waU In yjaidiog |o bar adrioay alia ahonld naTor luiTa pa 
airiaf -NwiipJuiig in hm anparior wiadoniy wof appaar to ra- 
jnaaribar 4M Jlp# )mA maA^md binmlf jjidid^Mfply^ in ^naph 
^nenaa of haavlMM^:t9^]|^ 

#i»diMMJ!«iW0fbm41#awilJiEf«dtt^ IMaam- 
mHtmA iir.<»HK;C<ffrt(Br to M^ fid?ice) oaaa aha paroeivad hi^i 
to be aanaibia of his arror. Nor ahovld aha, jj| xagi^ to4^l 
nifciffiilhariiin l^y n^ht diffor in ,opii^opi» tonnant him by 

«dbrii- 

JBiauld aha jriunaa to ]^ opE^$ad to repraach him with any 
step wfiiah ha had tdcen, aha ahould, onca aha had cooled, de- 
tenoguio never more to harp on tlieaame string, witiiont fresh 
4Hnpia ^MPOi^oaalion* 

Tim tab^ affaadon and openness of heart whieh she should 
manifaat towmt da him» ran^mr it incumbent on her, even 
ahMfld Ae be roused to speak to him with angfer, never to ex- 
praaa hanalf in a manner to create in him a surmisey that she 
is giving vent to some secret cause of displeasure against him. 
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not oomieelei iHlh the imBiodhto mljeet of dwir dM^nlei 
aad whidiy prerioiisly to being throini by tbo irritotHMi cf ber 
temper off her goardi she bad eottoeded fimn bim. * 

The surest preesntion she ean take against eyer affwding 
him room to saspect, that she haAoiin in her besom a aearat 
sentiment of rancouri Idndled by some misdenseaaonr* that 
she silently aeenseshim of liavingonee ooaonittedy is eeoatasUly 
to keep each an nnlciad sentiment an otter stranger to it. Ber 
fliost effeotoal iray of erer denying it entrarioe dierey is to de- 
termine not to snflfor herself to be chedced by serrila lear,— 
though she may by discretion, — ^from openly ayowing to her 
In^band, her dissatisfbetion iriien die is dn^kMed wllb kirn.* 

I certainly shotdd eamestiy adrise all persons intii a hasty; 
Irritable temper, to nse their utmost endeaTOors to snnnoont 
It. Though sudi a temper may i^pear no great defioet, in re- 
ference to the heart of the passionate person, idiich nwy i»e 
found to be the seat of Arm integrity and filled with good dis- 
podtions ; yet, when we condder its oonseqoeneea in the worlds 
It may deserve to be dassed among grievous vises, on aoaonnt 
tsf the evils which it occasions. A pasrionate temper in n wife 
nnd mother, ho#ever wdl set her heart nmy be, may destroy 
-the comfort of her children, lessen her inilnence ovor them, 
and render his home distasteful to their fiither. 
' My Ihotive for passing this censure on a passionate teinper 
is, that I may not be thought to encourage th<» indn lg ane o of 
one, by the followtng renuurk. 

A woman who never allows the dightest grudge to Aster in 
her mind against her husband, sometinies endears hersstf to bin 
by yielding to an excitement that urges her to address to lum angry 
words, if he observe that, notwithstanding that she af^ean to 

* Shaousht however, ourefully to examine hcrMlf, to aaoertain whetlMr 
her displeasure is not unjust ; and of such a kind, as thai dnty ca mm a n da 
her to make ▼tgorons exmiono entifeir to flumomil it in iilmfWi I Imkvs 
fdready nmarked, that it is peonllarly inomnbent on tlie IxUh, TigiloDtly to 
watch over themselves, for the sake of keeping all unreasonable 8ab|ecla of 
rmentment and discontent bairished from their boMnm. Ko doelil, tkal tna- 
just, ranoorous, reooUectiana may corrode the mind of tlw nativoa of wtmj 
country, if they do not resolutely refuse tlicm udmittaDce there. But the 
Irish are more disposed to hearken to them than the other nativCB of the 
north of Europe ; firom their dispotltioa h»yim$ aome slfini^ to that of Umo 
Spaniards. 
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give nnbriSIed vent to the dtspleasare which she has conceived 
against him, she does not drop a single expression in^eatiTO of- 
an inclination to accnse him of aught hut simply of haring 
vexed her at the moment. When a wife's reproaches refer 
Ans exclusively to a passing matter of dispute with her hus- 
tiandy he usually perceives that they are dictated, either hy the 
w anntl i of her aANStion for him, or by a full confidence in 
what he bears her ; and this consideration, if the salHes of her 
AT temper be not so frequent nor violent as to be found by htm 
past endurance, commonly disposes him cordially to forgirtf 

them* 

... • 

When it is the husband, rather thim the wifo, who hab a 
hasty or capricious temper, then, if he contun in his bosbtir 
a spark of that generous sense of honour which warms the 
heart of Mmost all men, where their education or habits hare 
not been depraved, it is easy for« the wifo to acquire a great 
ascendency both over his affections and diaracter, by geiftly 
bearing with his infirmities ; by preventing, as for as she can, 
Aeir being offensive to other persons ; by inspiring turn with 
tlial confidence in her goodness, that,, even after having in a 
sally of tU humour addressed to hdr unldnd, provoking lan- 
guage, he may, as soon as he is sorry for his fonlt, appnuM^h 
her without dread, sure of her being ready to behave to him 
wMi her wonted tenderness ; and by evidently evindng ^at 
she observes towards him this amiable demeanour, not frein a 
wish to palliate to himself the culpable nature of his-foetings, 
but beeanse she feeb for him.deeply on account of his good 
qualities, and that she is convinced that the generosity of his 
^sposttion is such, that he will the more anxiously strive to 
eonqoer the defects of his character, on account of the tender 
indulgence with which she treats him. 

Though unconquerable infirmities, incident to humanityi 
may sometimes make the best intentioned female fail in her 
doty tOMrards her husband, women should at least be carefolly 
tai^ht not to let any thing blameable in their behaviour as 
wives, be chargeable to a want of principle. Such a want 
they evince if they show any pride, spuming at the duty of 
obedience to him. Bven in the presence of friends and com- 
panions, they should never betray any reluctance in giving up 
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llMir ivW to Iii0» prondM howorer thai be do not teiiidre tfait 
oacriioD firom thorn in aa inoiiltiiig, ooirtein{Mnoiis tono.* 

Wonon oluKiU be early taught to poMOtrate themselToe with 
the ooorietioa that the duty of obodionoo to a hnibaiidy Ibr 
from being a homiliatiog one, eternly impoaed on Aem by an* 
thorns is jreaUy a doty which it is neodfid that they riioaUl 
practiaeb in order to warm men with a genoroiu, efficadooa ro« 
aolntion to raiae Aem thoroogUy to the rank of eopipotMom, 
admitted to tiiepartioipathm of their noUeat earei, and to tho 
o^foymenl of eful opportoidty to develops for virtaoas pnr« 

It wodd be oaay to eyplaiar to women, llmt their male fipioods 
ooold Mther hare the indinatioii nor the aUlity thus to osao^ 
eiato them to all the hononiable privtlafoa poasomed by them- 
eabre^ vnlem they Sownd them ao amiable and dociiOi as sob^ 
adanroly to ooe^ of their preto e t iop. 

When iroBMn thai meeUy eooiont to CU to virds the ettoi^ger 
eesi « Bohoffdinato p]aoe» Ihey have prineipaUy, opportmiily to 
ptore thnir mild mmmoming dispodtiony in4«irto]altona wMi 
m hoAiaid. To nmrriage H ia that 4hey «to eUoAy Indebted, 
fiar an opportonity to profit of tibe good diapoaitiotis of men 
to fmMtadke fifith Asm the lAratitagea of the position which Aey 
thetnaelvea oeenpy. 

Of wtwt they owe to mairitoony, wonton ere.also woHntvmee; 
fiir it k onffiflieotly evidenl^ that the eagenaam of girls to entte 
into the boilda«ef wodtoak, pvooeeds pactlyifindni Ae eovrietion 
that maarind wmnon, .aa m general mki ei^oy a mneh more Imi' 
portent^ independent mnk In sooioty than do mingle ones. 

Hiiabanda taaidy ohargO th e med ve s ^ i a iad meat of them 
eeak to fidfil thb obligation#«^willi being tiw principal agents 

* Whoa a husbud, •inoerdy deBirous of doing right, thinks proipir to 
tUtrlMK hit wife^ faiellnatfona, he riioiild ever rememher, that his node of 
«oiitrsdlsliqgJMr,is4>f fiyin>s»eo»sesiieiico^an tfao^hiidgf thodmtereaoK 
The fund, even supposing her wish not to be vnrsannable^ can usuaUj ot^f 
tCfttrd one df those disappointments of no vital importance, which «very 
vovMsttqa^i tO'know h0w t^^mf^ with ng^od gmolb Bat, ha opporiq^ 
her inclinations with harslmess or pontempt, he hmniliates her on neemaa$ 
«f her weakness, and forgets a duty which a truly manly character ought 
ta aseaMsraa inspsniliffa^ oame^i that of iwatndinv «iomen, hy his ever 

respectful dejorUawt^wwds ttoip« p|(hefei|«»t«rlikh!l^y4on»Jtotbe>^ 
sdves. 
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Iqr wlmm Ura gemnd wish of Urn gtniUgvr mx Io jfmMifa^ 
ks priTiltyes with the weaker, riudl be renteed eAneitt. 

A h n tb Mi d, it is tnie» wfaeteirer a«therit|f he mmj peteotii ib 
piiblio^ tKoat with propriety Inttke his Wife ia any mmmu^m 
pnblioelMttvotek', fer the datiet wlfich the hes betaad heneif (o 
fmbam by her eag^geineiit with himy ere all of a privaie na* 
tore : eo are also those advaoti^;es of sitoalien whieh he bee 
ii a Us pewer to eoiifo oa her. 

Bat tbeagh a hnsbaad'e pretestiag caNt» oaik mif imm* 
dialaiy iteiie his wife to the oesiy a t i gn of the highest jpctfale 
eiatilMit whieh he 18 enabled toshers with the eeaipemon of Ue 
life» yet» in the state of socie^ whieh I new ss^wse lo-esist» 
the penoad Toeted wilJh anthtaity^ «e upheld a good eyetavi of 
BNtienal moral order, most giwli y trast In tiie heuoar aad 
gaeerosatyvf hasbaads: they meal GUeByeeoide to theaibhe 
taskef derelefim^iBtheboeeaiof awiftendmelheri aeahs 
jet mi^animons flame of personal ambition ; of efiicaey, net 
to dvaw her away from the psHbnaaaoe of her domeetie dn- 

Mew aU their noUebesringB» and wisely to eiMage aooeiidiagly 
hmr made ef aeeempiisbiag them« 

^Seei^g then that the ehaige ef apboldlag weaMfla in fm 
Mte lilb, ia an heaonmMe statiea, detohres priBcipallyeiilmii»> 
lamdiv that H rests gveetly with tbsm also to traia tbsir wtree 
to be lieaarvii^ to iU those mefe piMe stations, to which^-- 
aa IlM>p^f>M«Tktluiin, eidighteHed wotn«a triUene daybii mad« 
aUgiUe, • satiety, ittteat oa promottaig wemefl's 4igtiity aad 
lmpptaess,ottit teqaire diem toobey thnr hasbands^ Whe»e 
the soelety In ffsiieml b Macerely de^NMis of ennobliag to the 
tttmttfet, Ite 4e9ti»y of womea, it dan wifhoat difiealty ^^g^fo 
meit hosbands to eater iato its ylews, and to foAear mainag 
trf" Iheir eonjogal power a use tiiat would clash with thmn, 
Mnsbaads, when their heart is not corrupted, are Well inclined 
to prore tbemseh^s to Ae Ml as ttoder and generoos towards 
trwedded partner, as the society around them, engages them 

They are sfaigularly fai awe of its optaton,«^partienlariy 
where thidr own reason tells tfamn that it is }ii8t and faopaiiia); 
they readily dirinei— even though it make no comments 
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•D A^mAwe^fSwn liMfkemttg to tlie exfnmcn ci it» conb 
cernin^ dher spoofos, tke terms on which Ihey onght to live 
widt a wife, ia order to ooncilieto ils approbation. They are 
proad too of beiag the wedded ohiefe of a wonnua whoae mc^ 
ritorioas diechaige of her doties, has obtained lor her tdces^ 
of stfuiding high in the esiuDation of the part of the caut* 
aumity sarroniiduig her« 

A well regolated sodety therefeve, while H eqeiya » wife 
to obey her husbandi still preserves to itself as anieh inflor- 
oaoe a« any hnman deriees can naake operate on his heart». to 
ongiW® him to ase his marital authority houeurably aaAadiran- 
tiyeoasly for the woman sofamitted to it. 
. Sometimes hasbands have not sufficient capamty to take 
over a wifcTs mind the ascendency due to a Btsoager« OMMre en^ 
lighteaed, naderrtandisis', and feel themselves that it is their 
wisest part to yield to the goidaace of her more vigerons in* 
toUeot. 

Nature however has not adapted to these exceptions to her 
general rule, her types of perfection in men and women : she 
stm decrees that the wife, desirous to adorn herself with aU 
the virtooos mental beauties that suit her sez^ .nmst bamUy 
assort her character to a place subordinate to her lord's : and 
tiiat the husbattd cannot appear in a respectaUoi manly light, 
imlets he ostensibly fill the rank of his wife's chief andguide^ 

Where a truly amiable woman is yirtnally raised thea, by 
the force of a superior understanding, into the post of hoc 
husband's ruler, she is careful to cast in the shade hei: poiBSc 
over him ; ever to appear as his meek compa^on ; and to sur» 
'round him with all the insignia of a supreme femily chief. i 

As a husband's supremacy over his wife is deriyed £rom a 
positive, definite application of that general law of aatoce, 
which ordains that the station of women shall be subordinats 
to that of men, I think that it would be wise, in order to 
accustom girls to reflect, with satisfaction, on a wife's duty oi 
obedience, to communicate to them such a knowledge of the 
world as would, at once, convince them, both of all power 
over their sex being invested in the stronger, and also of its 
being inclined, — ^in the advanced state of society to which I 
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wnalhidiiig^ — ^to make a generooa itte of it.* For ihi» poT" 
pose their aftenlion should be strongly direoted on the cruel 
oppression suffered by women in Tarioos countries and states 
of ^OGietyf Tliey should learn to shudder at it ; not certainly 
to the endliuit indigiiation may be awakened in them agalnsi 
Ae mpu who thus tyrannise their females,— for the latter par^ 
take of the same corrupt, d^;enerate nature with the formerir*^ 
bat merely to convince them of the original vileness of man- 
kind,, and of the weaker half of it being the victim of its 
faurbarous passions, till those honorable feelings, which the 
doc^Ases of pure r^g^n, aided by the light of ciTiliaatioii, 
caose to spring in the breast of men, have vi^^rously ex* 
panded there. 

. From the revolting picture of women's suflRunngs and degra* 
dation in those countries, wherein the human heart remains 
waiversaBy incased in those folds of pride and selfishness Within 
which the first impulse of nature prompts it to contract itself, 
they should be taught to turn to the exhilarating^ contempla? 
tioo of all tliat had been done for them, in their country, by 
the sex who filled the place, and there well deserved the tide, 
of the protecting one. Such a contemplation would be proper 
to make them reflect on the magnanimous, moral force of men,— 
which^had enabled them, by the free exercise of their voli** 
tion, to convert themselres from the ruthless tyrants of the 
female sex, into its generous guardians^ — ^with an admiration 
as profound as would be their veneration of their inteBectual 
powers, were they made acquainted with the many astonishing 
literary and scientific monuments that owe their existence to 
them, and that amply attest their prodigious strength. 

This noble force of volition, in virtue of which men had 
totally surmounted, in farour of the weaker^sex. their pristine 
tyrannic propensities, would certainly call for women's gratt* 

* I think tbat women, at present, are too much left under the guidaooe 
•f tiM notion, that they owe whaterer ehrll rights they are p oi iu wei l of to 
ll^ abeoiote flat of nature, mther than to the derelopement of hononMs 
IcMings in men. Were they taught to be avrare that every participation 
■wie to their tez of righte enjoyed by men, marked a step gained by homan 
nartnre la a pasnge leading from the dominion of force to that of good order, 
tht^ wonld become more anxious to maintain, in society, the reign of the 
Intter. They are peculiarly called apon to uphold it,, in return for the b]e»- 
rings eooienred on them by it. 
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tude, ibr thoBgh, in making these generoiiB exerttons, they 
would only do their duty and immeasurably improTO their 
ewa eoadition, yet it wotdd become women to remember that 
gratitude is always due to beneliictors» when the actions by 
which they merit this title, are of sueh a nature as to proTO 
ihem to be under the influence of a magnanimous, weB under- 
stood sense of duty and of self-lore^a) 

After being made sensible of their debt of gmdtnde to mea 
eelleetirelyy they should be taught that the prineipal return 
which they require for their anxious kindness is to experieaee 
from women, in the capacity of husbands, such proofs of fid^ 
lity, amiability, and devoted tenderness, as shall render the 
marriage bond, — as far as is dependent on the disposition of 
wiyesr-« pure, heavenly balm, solacing them under every 
affliotion. 

I have observed towaids the commencement of lids par^ 
that the flMulties of men and women being very unequal when 
oonsidered in their application to ambitious pursuits, a per- 
fectly sympathetic companionship between them, touching the 
gratifications o( personal ambition, must take place hi one of 
the two following manners : 

F^iBt-^ Women must practbe a total disinterestedness leading 
them to enjoy the triumphs of thcfir nude friends as if they 
were their own. 

Secondly — Bnoh a compromise must be made between gene* 
rosity Ml men and disinterestedness in women, as will eall into 
exercise both these qualities ; by engaging men to open to the 
talents of women, a field as proportionate to their sMities, aa 
the one winch tiiey reserve to themselves is to tlhmr own ; 
by inducing women, wherever they see the amUtion of 
movii^ in a wider sphere than the one sflotted to fiiemaslves^ 
to take as full an interest in their mode of fifling it, as If it 
were their own immediate concern. 

I have mentioned that the constitution of society is, at pro* 
sent, adapted to the design of putting into activity th^ first uif 
these manners ^f effBcting a thorough companionship biilwsnin 
men and women ; and I imve made known my opinion that, in 
^ perfi^ctly well organiae^ society, it is the other that woald 
prevail* 
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I tihaU n<m «M» ihal g mero ri ty uid^difhtereiteAitli^ as 1 
Here understand them, are really two Afferent modifications, 
effected by drcimistances, of one and the same qoality ; gene-' 
rosity being th^ disinterestedness of a snperioir wbe jo;ffnUj 
encourages bis inferior to exercise a talent that he could crush, 
And the repression of which bo might natnrslly imagine, would 
heavid ibore scope to another or similar talent possessed by 
hJmself. 

According to the meaning which I here attach to thesH 
words, generosity has a nobler signification than disinterest* 
edness : however, in the state of things which I contemplate, 
I do not suppose that my sex would merdy have an opportu« 
nity to adorn itself with the less noble of these two moral 
distinctions. After men had raised women to a perfect equa- 
lity with themselyes, by the participation to them of propor- 
tionably equal inducements- and means to cnltiyate their ta- 
lents, and enkige their minds, they would, owing to thoir 
affection for them, and their many ftalhies, give them f^paqoent 
opportunities to fill towards them a part of tender superiority, 
which would well deserve the title of a generous one ; since 
the womeii who would duly sustun it^ must have entirely 
wiqviahed the diijpositioB,. natural to all mankind, to use 
power tyrannically* Often, £ot ustance, would they luive to 
pHy aad pardon the oibneea of an ermag, but eoatrifte hjaa-> 
hand ; they would sometimes affeetionately advise hias^ an 
steady, disinterested friends, when tliey might, in rigon>, be 
entitled to burst into reproaches against him. They would 
firequently invigorate bis pourage to wrestle with adversity, 
and would calmly teach him to make use of the honorable re- 
souMMS stiU left him, when dejection and disappointment 
OMfhi have unfitted hins to act for himself. Various, in shorty 
might be the occasions, when an amiable, noble minded wo* 
flsan, would sfppear to her husband as a guardian angel sent 
by pitying heaven to direct his steps, rather than as a feaUer 
e^|mi^on trustiqg to him for snpport.(3) 

Bat wh9e the weaker sex would» on occasion, prove itself 
eananj generous ti^ the stronger, it would be requisite fiur 
it 10 remeipber that diunterestedness is the peculiar good qua- 
lity which it is bound continually to exercise. .Daily would 
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be the opiiortanities afforded to women of proving their pos- 
s ession of it, while Uiey would only occasionally have room 
to demonstn^te their generous .tenderness towards men whq 
had placiad themselves in their power* Nor in4eed9 if thej^ 
were not in the oonstant habit of actii^ disintere8ledly» wonU 
they be prepared, by an exercise of magnaaimoos feelings, ta 
act generonsly when the occasion ofered ; and it wonld of«r 
bnt rarely, for men wonld have too little confidence in them, 
often to rely on their wisdom or their soothing cares for 
lightening (heir calamities^c) 
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NOTES TO THE FOdRtH CHAPTER. 

{Seepage9&2,J 

' (a) I tlilak tint » loUd^roaiid work of respeet fior men, oofrespondcnt to 
the rwfecl with wbich all honorable minded men regard peraoiu of the 
femaleeez, ought, by edueatlon, to be Inculcated on women. It would tend 
\o give them a deeper, clearer aenae of the atation which they fill in the 
aodai ayatem. 

Nature ia Tery prompt In warning youths and men of their being a aenile 
and feminine dignity,* which they ough^ to a oertain point, to respect in 
the aged and females^ eren where their indiTid|ial character unka them into 
eoMempt. Did she not thoa atromgly dispoae them to yield honour to the 
old and to the weaker aex, it la probable that no lights of inatrtiction wonld 
ever teaeh them to do ao^ nor, indeed, doee it aeem likely that they would 
ever haveemeiged firom a state of utter barbarism. 

But nature^ in dispenaing to ua any daas of orderly sentiment^ nerer 
oompletes the drdeof them. She gives us those primary ones whSeh our 
own reaaon would not have taught ua to acquire, and then ahe truata to it 
for at length diaooverlng the necessity, in order to rsnder tliem peofitabla to 
ttS, of cultivating other sentiments ada p ted either to oounterbafamdi^g er 
SQpj^rting tliem. 

In oMifonnity to thla rulc^ ahe haa not communicated to women a pxK- 
penaity to view men in general with a dislntereated aentiment of respect^ 

* Nature dispoeeamen more towards other sentiments, sttch, for inatanes^ 
as an admiration of manly force, than she dose towarda a reifiect Ibr woansn, 
but still she doee incline them, when thebr minds are unfolded by e&vOiaa* 
tion, much more strongly and clearly to the entortainment of this laller r ~ 
timent, than she ever does women to that of the eonvoae one^ or a 
formcn. 



OffAT^rr.] BOOR IVw— iroTBs* 9S5 

■mrwcrfng liMiiMiiloiisly to wluH ^e htter ftel for tliem : dw lnJ«rloH8 
cA4« which tiiowait of a ft!r onrapondaioi^ od the part of wmnflii« to the 
iM^MtAdwntlaMMto that they faispin to men has om the tyatem of tocloty, 
»ii<^ faitho pfegrweof e l ti ltart lo n, te aft fai«th gttienlty peneit«d> Md» 
wh^ii H <v TCHM iHN foUdy M^ICM t» itt wiit «te^^ 
th h iMMa ay hi tho odnoitiMi of gMfe. 

laliiuiui eoiMiileratiMMprev»a Im^ mnch mmo^ the liidiieaiicnti whkli> 
cncaffB women to cochihlt to men amiaUo muntn. They ei^arly mek to 
pleme him whoee admiratioli they ebvet, and eko the male frtend or aeqaaliit* 
anoe^ by whom they hope to be proteettod or enteitalned. But, ttnlem a eom- 
miasnlfaig goodnem aofUn Oem hi fiiiroai> of the teah whdm they neltber 
Had naeAdnor i ^ pram bl e ^ they im«gfaie thMneelfca thm to tnat hHn with 
seom, ertotaidvlfe^ athifteoe^ ettfyen^rieorthat-MH* their toey. 

Women are hot little mider the inilnenee of a ateady, gftteral reapeet ht 
the oppealte half of the human spedee» aflisctlqg their behaTionr to tf a rd a 
every Indlvldnal of the lordly aex, because all their orderly lentimenta are 
first de^doped in their broast by sympathy with men, and th4t tiie latter 
luiYC Ibr themaehres very little true respect. Their hif h oplnton of their 
own sex la more we resBlt or rsfleellona on'tho sCtong fyfotn With %rhMi It 
m endowed than on the use that It makes-ofiiiem ; nor is ifag amuithiM, that- 
they admin tlicmselYm In proportion rio their abilities to spread In tho 
weild min and disorder, rather than In relbrenea to the greoinem of mind 
wUeh they may evince In laboorlnf to maintain in It Tlrtne and happiness^ 
very exaggerated. Yet they well know that they ought to 9tA Tlrtne ao 
thdr supreme good, and they fM for themndtm, on acoeunt of their Indlf- 
ftreneo to It, a contempt whidi cotttintially piereea In thdr con fetsathm 
wHh' #omen. It gives riie to one of the vnrions oomnniellm which dla> 
tlngdfah tibe feeKngs that Impd them, when the sedk to dx the w^ of 
Ainbing o£ thdr female companions. 

They wlah them to respect them, to acknowledge themtnpcriiir to t h sii 
sdvcs ; yet would they be very sorry to sse them set lem value on the purity 
and goodness, which women ought to exhibit, than on the great dwnltlea so 
often misapplied of men. The oonfudon of their dashing sentiments deea 
not, however, embarrass women ; for they enter with a niee tact into all 
their ftdlngs^ however contradictory they may be^ and diey tnmMe 
setvoantOe with any leasons which they may wish to inooloato ott 
that do dit tally with the prindples by which they regufaito^hdr owi 

Fttmivfaif , then, that men have a Hvdy consdonoacm of i mp ac t bsft^g 
doe to tha weaker sex, while they have no such consdousnsn In regard to 
thdr oara^ women are obnoadous to moulding their sentiments on thdn In o 
way vp«yla|arhma to tbam ; eadi hidividnal female being tempted to ima^ 
gine thkt die ought to be honored and flattered by men aa a kind of eopo- 

The tpntiment hi men of the respect due by them to women, wHl always 
VOIi. UU 2 B 
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nolaffMr dpriTud lrQiii.tk* principle tlutMliira rmB^trng^mm »tt>— w 
liiiiiig% tlw mBiiift i h i tton rf » bmiiMfiel fcr tiwir j pw i i^ •»* %9tkmmi, 
tbM. U»y-mf wilve mora lora^ rt Urn ■B B Owplirfiwft ^f jwadb •^ly. 
tbM«h« pMrtlc«lHlp«i4alM«f«vf iD4ivMnalto trait ppnafit 4f . «i» «k^ 
site tez witli a rapect, tnoed oa tlie «omidenl^ «f Um raak wMA fifik 
hplf «f tlieluimanqMclMiifitte4li][na*imtafiUt in ». ppefectf I. •npiii»* 
rtnteof Mcitty* 

GirbalMMiMbet«ickt,1by«4niMliMi,.«i fviMft te tlM itrang«.Wf if 
knniaiiityattM^, nnirana ra^pact* tlwldMald Mitnu& tlvii «IM» im» 
laateeaAotlMr. Tha1iwia4M>iHikktliiafln«p«» mpwA a£.w«a«» Ar 
tlii Vwd* flf tht GnMtbn iMUd be nedetonel, «a|^ !• Jie the to M i jiw 
tien that, whore tbtp BlM4tty adkan, to yirtm wui good ordecv the part 
vildch tlwp. flUia tlM worid ifl» aaa ffMral nU% mora auUima than their 
aw% .ai«i ie theprimarjr one to which theirs isattaehed. 

WeoMBi hy thiia iniarr*^'^t*"f a imlTerml aentlment of mpwt finr aan^aad 
dMwbif that it bad bton kindlBd in them» not by an cxtnun^prnt^ irx^galar 
•daOratiflaof their takatib.bnt byaprafonadomaethatthi^am^bgrnaton^ 
iCtedtodimhaiiBe thft duty of belag the flmy.Mo m i ti a s^p p erto 4f the 
ni0^ hare balowof rirtoe and foed ondcr, woidd aoydra an inBwnca wy 
powerfal to iadneemn^ imwi>Teriogly> to liiitt Jtheir higjh deelinaliwij — d 
to tiew their ow&aes m being app^nted to the aoeempUdmatt of it» with 
ikhighy if^otthitira impec^. — wsfflbleof > praetical a p i Jic at ien toaKthe 
ditallaof th^.rebtienewitheaehother. 

. Wiien theee p ra ride m i made by natoie^ln.the c onet nicti ei n of the 
h«rt» fef emiWhig>meiihind to Ibnn, in an ordorly auanorycloedy 
nalhmal eDep% by meaneof apeat mtttnai aeoinden«y» hvm been 
into with an attonthm oamaaenenato to their importanoa^.ii wiil bp 
tainedy I Iwliere, that men ara prompted^ liy an inttlnctira onring^ to 
to aoqnira well founded eentiniinto of rtipept Ur tlieir mx^ fay lyapiehy 
with tboee of women* 

The dieheartenlog £Mling of diwatirfbetion, with which erery, ntienaL 
minded man finds himself opprcned, wiien heheen a woman of wheeenadcr- 
standing he hae a liigh <q^inion» rapturously praim some unprinc^le^, men 
for aepleadid aohierement performed by him ; tlie vexation with which men» 
in generalp h ea r iMn to the female wlio epeeke with utter oontempe of a per- 
sonnf tlisir sex* eran whera his own conduct hne tended totally to degrade 
him; and- theoomplaoenoy with wliioh, in like caai^ they listen to hesrwhese 
toneof eeneura appean chastened, not merely by a tender eentinnnt of 
huamnity, but aleo by the conviction, tliat a certain tribute of mpftct Is 
due by her to all men, even to tliem to wliom, as Individuals, she doee not 
owe any ; those different emoUone wliieb, the judgmente peat by woasen en 
indlviduaie of the other sex, excite in the men who liear tliem, eeem to ase 
to testify tiiat tliey ara traraUed by an undefined senee of their inability to 
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W± UlikUfy fflBbif lO/Mf rfttloniit ieta«ftn«titi ni raped hr tkilr 0#ii tnr, 
AOMrWwMM tetdf tleni to do to by sympalhf wftk diem, «id by esdMU 
init l^ott^ oflUpiMdy'iiiid^ the dominion of those m^ble, equltabli wotl- 



B if mnAf tfboeamry Air nle lo rtoiarit, that the ^rls who may learn 
ii, eira^to*frMt men wtth a deep respect^ adeqnatls to nbendl- 
ifag'mf\aaiutlld»i tlf theil* Jadgntaitareepeettn^ them, should also tie 
tsnght td cndea««ar eonttanlly to Rfolattf'tlidr oondoct unrards petmtM of 
Iheir tfim sex, on generous, eompaarfonate principles ; It Is scani^ ileceo- 
wtrf Mt^miati menttim titfs sul^Jte^ dnee erii^ being, whose mind^le' at all 
eaftHMMBf ' hnon^ weR' tiiit^ where Women act with becoming itthgnaifl- 
tOkfi-^bl^ikmt their own ste with as much Mpartlal kfaidneev aUd eom- 
^asrtoa aaihay do tAfe mora powerful one. 

To ghne modeet women the habit of oomddeiing men iHth resfMsti WMIS 
nothetor|ilaalln thdrbnast a snttlmenc tHth whfeh thej^'anfafprewnc 
■tiH^lflflHed; Itwmthl oa1yb0«o opentbdni^ wlAtM eoiMntl^ ttpetttM 
wNUa' tfMii, bat with embamtsdd mov^ement*; a IVee, ttnhtpMlf e^Mfail 
A^tfttMlnMnfof reepelet fbr men It iiidlaeohibly nnifed In wtiMita lib oiie <lf 
ilMaitf.' BttttfafarTeryuttforicanaei tkl; p«tniMB df the sbfUir 8«ir iVhb aife 
nM^hy the btler, tO'ittake a misfttkewhen the finner spetd:* tOad to tltfBli< 
hnMly attfd to hnaglne that its dictates proceed fi'om ^e seAtfmeni of ha/im 
desty or of their own dignity. No doubt that they ought to be trained t6 
antt* m aense of tftelr aWti dignity, aa shaD engage A«m to behare to men 
wftk a i«speetftil reMTve: bot'it ought to bemndft to gohand'ln hand wttli 
* nNlfe AfefMtt flir thtf d%iiify of flHttt s^ before ihi fndiHdaiJg belong: 
Slg m wftldllheb' SMM of ^eir oWn' dignKJr ia the mtflf llt«ly. S6' IhT 
rfhi il teg tto idsa of thtf respect wMdktheyow« to sien tb W rtiiA 
of wtet'they owe tb dt^maclYea^ Twoitld lean td aeontrary n^ode dT 
Ibr I urottld sdt-ch6os0^ In their childhood, to talk to them A 
of the mka of fetttiOe ttodetty, bat I would habituate them to observe 
and I would, in many Instances, reoonmicttd th«to to them, on the 
r'of thdr brfng a tribute of reipettt due to the persons of the manly 
Who methk getoenl with so much respect «nd genero«Ity towarda then). 
y liai i gtryto impress on tlidr minds a conviction of its being at once the 
doty and the glorious prerogative of the human species, highly tA rispeet 
in the iMrton of every inditldodLl belonging to It; and' Twintld tiach 
ither ilrtt generid passage^ Which can be opened within us, to thia 
Ml)^ dMIttdftt' of re^pei^- to enidde It to overdoitr our booomi, lloiln each 
aoK VHilif'tinght a magnanimous deference for the other, as weO i^ In the 
yMn% letming^ tb r^ere the old. 

fSeepaged6S.J 

(5) The buoyant elasticity of women's mind, actually renders the m — a nd 

2 b2 
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wDoM Hin mem were tMr dtmtloii In lll« cikalited to rtPMi«tkmtMr 
ooun^ and cnUttse tMr vi«w%— Enable eopiMrte to wamt a prey to uHiiii 
Miguiih, eitkcr mcDtal or bodily. Women areeensibla to the ■Crokee of aflic- 
tion mneb oftcner than men, bnt tiiey mon larel j tlnk ondw the beavkat. 
If Aooe IbeUngs be all alWe tHtUn tben^ whieb vOnle ndly wkm mj 
noamfal gale paaiee over themy tbeecntimflnte wbkb laoii to thair aMHMty 
every motive of eenaolatlon are aW generally aiwaho-ln tbaKi» mA tkey ombi 
aofttlre new feroe^ In ytoperttoii ae they are aww terajtad by at n nw to rfnk 
into deepondenoy* - 

Men» aeeaatoaed to bafvonly one tratoof tliengMfWMnttotfMlrarind, 
eannot emanfi|iate tboneelTeB firem the yeho of aemwy ebonld U aaea am. 
power tbon, Tbefar eavee do not ioa^nctively tnm twnMidlaial/ to tbo re- 
gttfaitien of their own heart, bat to the ann^eaant of eerao affiir of a 
oaeAd naftnie^ or attmottre to enrleelty* 

The oljeot for whiok theyonltlvato eeoM of their fcenUK ti, 
cmtrlneio to them ; or, If pawbanoe titoy an 
with a wWi to Muuitiln fracimiy what la the good whieh titoy g a ww ^ tfaiy 
do to prineipally that they amy learn to rtmbirn a ayetma of 
oenfoffmabie to thdlr Ihvanrito Inr llnatteaa ; 
diamtnr oTerw h ^ 'H f W ttamy they are obBeKlona to i iff^*"»g ba 
It, not betag eawciltod hi the art of adefting ihwueiliM to ovwy 
geney. 

Weaken epentaneooaly tx their atttntlenon what paaMa within 
with a view to eetabUehlng^ between their wirlooa ftdUagi^ m well mbo- 
tween them and extamal clienmetonce% a harmony that dMB keep vp in 
their beeome pleaelng eenmtlone. They are often diverted fiwn eo wlw an 
vndoftaking, by emotiona of Tanlty, and too ei^ar a pnmolt of Joy, bot 
grief however grmt, doea not nenaUy, after ita flret nnmly tianipirti 
have had time to eubeidc, binder them from taeting a epeelee of tnt^tfat^^ 
in the regulation of their own feeUnga. A great motive to grief amy rm- 
der them pensive and detach them finom the worid, bat etill the train ef 
thoughts which It pre se n ts to them, though, mehmcholy, le eweet and late- 
resting. It charms tbsm like eome lovely piotan^ painted antlnly in eoe 
darii ookiur, whioh, notwithatannWng Ma aemton hM^ li fiill of 




If anch be the nataral ekill with which women, instead nf riaieiing sir 
raw, oanvart It into a source of esriou% or perbape melanohaly, pliMaie ; 
what comforters amidst the worn of lift^ might thoy not flaynn il| provs 
to men, were their principles sufficiently vigorous and enllgbtened tut the 
latter to recognise, that, in allowing themselvee to sympathiae ftdly with 
thrir sentiments^ they would run no risk of contracting an unmanly way 
of thinking ? 
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(c) loJiKlicloiia, thongli Impartial, mothers too often grant to their 
dBHgliten aome artificial or fatik adTantagei, to eovnterbalanoe tiio natural 
or aatti onei CBjojrod bf ihtir wmL tkna, h U oommon Ibr them to teach' 
^ think 4ht nMare deai gna giria for thaaqjoymentof telbandpar- 
■4ha 4a«a faqni iSnr awinne mnUm^ I Iwva avao knom #f tfieir giv- 
hig to their little giria eweetmeat% and Inapiring than* with.lba noMmthnt 
ifc tow Mhape bean aiUf on thair pari to htm haatofvad aMoh thi^gaan their 
aana» though they alao were atUi in inf anc7« 

Faae«t% to hahitoate their daughtera to the practise of diaintercBtedneea, 
ahawM, when their aona eqjoyed eome advantage which' fidrly resulted from 
the esardm of their natural powers, teach their gIrIa never to laok to any 
hnt with nnftigned antidhctlan to taka part In whatotcr ooi»- 
toadiati* >yaor waifciai tnmtingin latnm to tiMiv fo«l» 
tiMir goad and hfmrfTrnr aa nwrflh aa ^^ir oviBy aa frir m 
aigh$ ha amahiiit with the dlqpenaatlona of aatoveb For liiatiBcek whan 
thaaaaa pgalUted of aa appartnnitj to ai|ioy aone manly inart, wliaraiaL 
thsfar alatara could not Join ; tlw latter shoold bacoanaeUed by their parents 
naft to chooae titat aaoment for a party of pleasure which tliey might all 
e^jasOy rellahy but rather to defer It till tiheir brothers would have leisure to 
ttwlththenL 



CHAPTER V. 

PUKCIPLBS RESPECTINO THE CONDUCT WHICH W1VB8 OUGHT 
90 PUBBCJB IN THBIR RBLATIONS WITH A HUSBAND DIS- 
TnWTTHillir BY ftUFSUOR TAUnfTa* lUBf AUKS ON THB DI8<- 

jMitiiww maoH Twnr m^Mmrmm MANurwr towabos 

•UCH A HUSBAND. 

Om ease ia whidi womeo have an opportonity to display^ 
Mwaids a wedded paitaer^ a nu^animons disinterestedness, 
«s weU as a deep» sympathetic tendernessy oocors when they 
faave been so fortunate as to espouse a man of superior talents 
mad virtues. The disinterested pleasure which they o^ght to 
take in the contemplation of his exalted moral and intellectual 
mrogtkf does not impose on them the obligation to check, in 



9W II0W1V. [PAiriVr-p 

tliaoielrai^ a proud —tla&rtMm m iIm dioQg^ of hwng tke 

companions of his life* finch a satisfaction flows as natnnlly 
in thoijr bosoms, from a fond admiration of his BMAtal gmn- 
denr« as does light from flamoy and is besides n reward due 1^ 
jMs mmt» Seldom does soch a man leeaive a sweeter vecomr 
4^se at his rirtuom toils, tlian in the perception thmt m he* 
imred^ojMert^Belsheieelf raised to-afaoad sminsn«t sisnyly 
4ybeii«Uftwife. 

The dhtnterasted spirit which, Inthe case Ait I am snp* 
posing, ong^t to animate a woman, shonld canse her pride 
and pleasure in the thought of being married to a nohle 
jnlnded man, to emanate immediately from the considenilton 
of !*«• DAfMoual charafltecL nAi from the haiifi e£ hie ^*^"*^ tm^- 

hied to heepw bf the employment which he nuif jmha aC his 

A wife may snrdy he la tens e t y warned by tlus Ihmk, ehh 
i$ere admiration of a virtoonsly disdngpaished hnsband'e wortt, 
without being filled with more magnanimous sentiments than 
women would be in general capable of evincing, were the 
shackles removed from their mind which at present obstract 
its growth.(a) However, I must avow that, unless social in- 
stitations are adapted to imparting to their character a certain 
grandeur, they will not commonly, when wedlock i 
to the rank of oompanlons to men highly deserving of hi 
for their virtues and ivtelletaaal powers, be diposed to pay 
them the tribute of admiration and reverence which they are 
entitled to receire' firom them. 

I know well tha^ my assevtiaa may he ioated at, 
atnmsly paratenaal, when i ailrm, that the awriem 
nf aMn, botmnelariahe idkelr srives *r shesr wolgaataii vhile 
those of women are frequendy directed an their 
yet am I justified in making it, by my observations on 
Itind; and I iscmsider that it presents afaetintheirmorsi 
«titalion, wikich Duglit fo be attended to by tiiose, who wisy-yet 
mideriake to temodel society In ihe f can tiie mosi eoadmivi' 
to Its happmess and iiespectaHUty* 

Many of fhe phenomena cxIiiMted %y the play 'ofaicu'e 
feelings, occasion an inattentive observer to surmise llaa has- 
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btodb 'iefe fnefiiied to look iMtlk envy on tie tdeifts oP s 
wife. 

WImh Ifftdielors take a t1i«ior«ttc survey of the married coni> 
dMiM, they eoastaiidy giro the pieferenoe to a wifi^ who; 
ta i^edat of inlelleeti oan hare no pretensiooi to Tying with he^ 



Viny eften, tooy ehooie in nMdrriage a woman whose ordU 
nary e^^acity can Inspire them with no awe ; for they find 
dlems^es rfffeeted with sadt a painful sensation of fear, la 
preaenee*of a woman of brWIaiit trients» that they glaifly Hf 
firom her, to oonrt the sodety of less gifted fair ones. 

Husbands, too, sometimes appear opposed to the culiiration 
liy*their wires, of any intellectaal tident, in the exercise of 
mt M k they are not abeady versed. Their dislike to see thenl 
emieAronr to acquire it, may easily be mistaken for an enrions 
dislret6 debar them die opportunity of giving such a deve- 
l o p e w ie n t to the powers of their nnderstanding, as that It shall 
a p pe ar equally vigorous with their own. Yet the real caus6 
of ' their diseoumging them from application to any branch of 
knosried^e of wliieh they are as yet ignorant, is usually the 
4fmA feat they have not abilities to master it. 

They are satisfied to have them remain unacquainted with 
It, bat tlMBy would 'be painfully mortified should society per- 
«Bf«« ibtm to be tefiing in vmn to overcome the difficulties of 
learning eome ait or setence, ior surmounting which diey had 
BOt'aoffieieat capacity. 

Httsbands, toe, prefer that ilietr wives slmll not pique them- 
aelrea mi llie possession of talents, rather than that theife* 
fviia-hi them timil prove inimical to their viewing their lords 
wWi dne respeet and tenderness, or be an obstacle to tlieir 
fulttment of various duties, that may devolve oh 
as tniStresses of fimdlies, and that do not appear to 
aAurd scope to the exercise of extraordinary abilities. 

*Ail Aese causes inducing men to appear to wish that the 
md e iSUi ndtogs of their wives shall not rise above mediocrity, 
and that it shall be Ktde cultivated, naturally create a gene- 
ral belief that husbands are greatly inclined to view, with 
aa enrftous dtspleasure, a wile's superior mental endowments. 

Yet am I convinced tluit this conclusion is unjust. 
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Sfa^lle meo, mnmgto marry, are to the futt a» aiwk, is 
MdMVMriiiff to fix their i*ei«e» altffMted towuds wmbm of 
tranoendent tabmU, if they beliorotheiii amiable and mHomI, 
as it 18 desirably that they a^oiild be. The huabaadiy is popr* 
tiealar» of diitingaished women, are flattened by the idea of 
being the ehoeen oompaaiona and chiefs of females ewdtod i^ 
oboTo the eommonalty of their sex, to a degree tiiat lealiy 
feeofts to me surprising, when I roAect that aoeiety ia Mt^se- 
pared to (htaic thai a woman, by the evident posassaion of 
eaperior moral qualities %ii4 mt^Ueotnal fiMoltiei, does gseat 
bonoor to her husband. 

Mipy eaoses also comlune to ^neeal from observers the 
onrioos displeaswe, with which the wires of snpener nseB 
loo oflen view the iqteUsctiial emiaenpe op which they stand. 
It is erideat, that when a wif(p sicihens at the contemplalaon 
of a hi|ibaad's mental greataess, the source of her yexatioii 
oaqnot usaally be mtmlta, or that hind ef envy which some- 
li^es mntn^lly in^anfes ^nipetitors running the same earner, 
her envy most he of mi a^idultm^ kind, or snob as mores the 
person, whose s{deeQ is excited on seeing, in the possessien of 
another, glorious palms, which he himself h^t ofver eoqghl, 
per hoped to obtain. 

This )a((er species of envy ean modi nwre readily dnds 
obserratiop tbun the former; it can, and commonly daei^ 
scnlk qnder the doak of varieus plansablf metirea of die- 
oontenl. 

A wife is, besides, centinnally reasinded, by distinctions 
apporded tQ her in society, of its bmng an hommr to bar to 
appertain to a hosband, placed by hps talents and virtues^ eo 
a rery high eleratioii nmpng men ; and no donbt bar aym- 
pathy with the feelings whiph she peroeiTes to be wid(riy4if- 
fqsed in sodety, does kindle in her great pride at the thought 
of being his wife. 

3at, notwithstanding that pride,«r-»4md thopgh it nmy toach 
her, after death has severed her marriage bond, to tdioer her 
days of widowhood with an unreserved boast of having^ been 
once miited to a ga^ man, — she too often feds an inex- 
plicable dissatisfaction at seeing the companion of her life 
raised to an immeasurable height above her. Among her ori- 



vO ^ Boocrr. . W9 

giiml molivat lor ciacry, the^liape ^ aMBtiag to tienalf at 
momiapovtaBl^ indlepqijbiu ailwiilwn» b^iiimyUy *-rr ninth 
p iwhwtiiwM ; nd, wbereU Iim dose m, far from.keiag 
gilil iiifal f -the hmlMBid by wkoie Miction she Jbas gAiaed the 
oeealed edTantages, she forgeta whal dieovei hini: he iNily; 
eerred her as a kind ef stepping stene;* by means ef whieh 
she has emeifpsd inte the favonvable sitnetien whieh she was 
amhitieps of- attauung ; and now that she is therej she tbusk^ 
bni little ef hew sbo am▼^d at it <^) her hesM is fiithiened 
texegarding henelf as the principal ebjest, .and her hndbead 
eoly as a secondary one. She knows* indeed, that slie nnka 
hi the world as his eompanion, since she parti4»pates in the 
hs BW M is which iarest him : b«t still she aocnstoms hersdf to 
eonsiderieg those thai attach to him> as being no contom ef 
hen, otherwise than as they visibly shed their Instre. aroond 
her. The tsfents and wtoes whieh may do honour to*him as 
e man, without ^parently benefitting her, seem to her to 
eceasion her a grievance, because they ^ solely upon hin|.the 
attention of society, rendering him snch.a conspicuous peraen, 
that the splendour which enctrdes him throws his wedded 
eempaniou into obscurity, and appears to denote that the plac^ 
which it becomes her to fiU, is that of his humble, devoted 
helpnateb A rank so £ur beneath his, she is so unnrilling^ to 
eesapy, that she coaoetves a latent spite against him, for 
having soaied to such a height above her : yet does she :Cn- 
tirely conceal from herself the unworthy cause of her veza* 
tie% and bdieve (hat she is sincere, when she ascribes it, as 
she nsuaUy does, to his having made a wrong or insignificant 
use of talents, by which he might, had he employed them 
wisely, hate become of signal advanti^ to his wiA and <4til- 



She the more easily deceives herself on the motive of hex: 
displeasure, as undoubtedly it may easily happen, partictt7 
hrly in these troubled times, that various causes may induce 
truly amiable women, who are not justly obnoxious to the 
snipiciim: of being swayed by unkind feelings, to take, appa« 
lenliy, no interest in the result of th^ employment of talents 
wiuch distinguish a husband. 

It weald often, I am convinced, pro?e a great blessing to 



ftmi— ii yd, In the «ppll€itieii irhidk'li^ '^b-MinMir«9liMI 
MM tmk)& <Kf ih«n, ^jr ft ntlb HioriNigfcljr iM# lo appiMfaM 
lii6irf«i«»;'fcllef'»«iMere, "dliMterevfed-detlfe to mo Ms 
mnplojr tkem hoHomiUy ; «Bd too anxiotts • ft ioad to-hkftta bo 
locMood to- ^one r kfan. flock « ^oife nilgfcl ac^he over Mfii 
OB a we ndo o o y wliioh §lio miglit jodioiooslf oxerty vol to 
gfcaogo im oyiaion tt ' t li n t a •diMveet wifoowdd not ottooipt^ 
MNOy 4f aho dad, «he might lootea tho o o mp a ot, oooMtant 
i tio o Uuw of tkoiBi oMking 'Umhi ofpoar aanfiifcto ^ood capri^ 
oio n ii fc at to ongago him to pondor well oYory-MOtimont oi>t 
prosMd kj him, and imAj to moduate his toae» 

An enUgbtenod wifo oannot havean oi^NKitnnfity to aoqidro 
over a hnsband, oadaed wMi dietingoithodmonlal powen, an 
a eoendenoy wkieh aho may tarn to sneh adtantego, if eho do 
not €rst win her way into his entire coafideneey hy convinoing 
Imn of her being an adnmr of his talentB, so warm and sin- 
eerci that her wish to see htm make of them a nse worthy a 
great minded man, reigns anpreme amidst tlie aflEectionate 
ooneems Of her breast, and is not oonnteracted, OTon by the 
aaxieties that maternal affeelion may, periwps, make her ex- 
penenoe* 

' BrobaUy in no state of ooeiety wonid it be possible to on« 
gage most women to fieel any great gratitnde to the hndband 
who had, by iiis choice of them, raised litem to a rank, and 
pat them in possession of an affluence, far sarpasstng the ad* 
▼aaCagea of oach a natare, winch liiey might originally have 
oiqpected to derire from manriago. Nor does it lypoar to aae 
Bkoly, that any gveatharm would onaae from wms, in go »o ' 
ral, i ma g in i n g tiiat, tf they bald not been aeleeled by the hm»* 
bands whom they had espoused, they could readily, howerof 
bHlliant maybe their worldly circumstances, have f)Bnd odrars 
equally prosperous* 

Bnt it is highly essential ^at women's mind ohould com* 
monly be opened to the fioneeption of sndi tender, mogaaai- 
mens sentiments that, wiiere they have a husband distingoiahod 
by nientd q[iudit&e8 deserring their lore or admiration, Aey 
should esteem themselves particulariy fMtnnate in being nnited 
to him ; foncHy condadii^ it to be very unlikely that, if they 
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Mmi ■■! MtriiwillnlABt .tlwy mnMi 

^ap ^wiH eww u iiig 0f thewfc The ihmw, umAj tewJwwt #C 

m luMlNnid for kn wife, and hit firtim, if lie posiets enrineiii 

Q i om, particiilarly when they are nniCed to great talents, should 

all exeite in her affectionate bosom gratitude to him for haTing 

chofen her« and to Providenoe fof having determined him to 

4eaob 

vMHiy ara wNf nil^S) no ^ifflvt, at pMaent' oapavlc 'm *fval*iil 
aentimeiits of -gvalftude towards a husband, irhere they receire 
lirom him indubitable prooft of a Steady^ nnohangiDg alFeefion ; 
bat I do not believe that the number is near so great as it will 
be, when the female character has been formed on a wise, libe-* 
4m1 pitiiy ef drase who Imow how proudly to rejeioe in the 
'4lsM^glift<ef Iuviug4ieett ohesen .M a wedded »eempa»iaa by m 
tNdygrsBit^Uiinded, IrigMy «wpeeiabliB'«lan«(e) 



K0TES TO THE «PTH CHAPTER. 



(a) Were* wmy lap syne to wtmm totiae to bMwaUe diaUnolMn^ kf 
tkacxveiM «f mpariov vlrtiiH oDlted to spltndld talenti^ such a wammn 
woaU iwt only toad to give to tbe female olnd ao exfiaiittOD, thai wonM 
BKNt of the wiree of auperior men proudly and duly to appieciate the 
of beiag nnlted to ihemr-^eren «hoH|^ they should obtain hy the 
.azertioo of their talents AO'pdvato emolnmenl^ i but it would also Impress 
•ndi a chacactar. In women* on the epirit of emulation, as would further 
^eandiiee 4o gjMaa to Ihe meB, worthy by their mentol endowments of pecu* 
liar Sitofim, a fivUity • In finding vivas rea^y to do full homage to thefar 
WMth. .FiBlalienfJn woman, Jo almost always directed on jieraona pi 
ttwdb* jaown sex. Whe% 4bcEefon^ the wUis^ a auperior man saw anoth^ 
wDsaan distinguished In public by bcr individual talsnti^ she would gjui^ly 
be moaed to jrefleet thatber own situatloe, aa that of companion to Sipnrft 
man^ was also highly Jionorable, and even man Interesting than that of ihe 
fianak^ whom aha might see eavalopedin a Uaae of ^17 emitted by her lode- 
Vendcttfy intaflwlual ^wars. 

f Seepage d9S.J 

iV) '*tht men are under a grsat-mistiaLe^wfco mtfry women to wiia m 4hey 
arsw In ■ wofUUy sense, remarfcdUe priacs^toEiasr the^Mea #Uilff«lil«de ^wlll 
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«ryA her Mftli dUd Mt wMsllan IMT in inmdfaKg^ fa Mta 
nlal to a wMMa'smlnd. Many of Um wItw wImi Imt« bwn frapattos iii 
inaiTii^ Wr6 to bclJ«?« tlwt, bad they not met with the aaa with whoee 
lei they have Ideattfled thein, they could eaally have found a husband as 
rich and aa noUe. Some woomd, who cxpf«M gnat grMlliide to a hnabaiid 
fbr havlBff plaeed theaa to fctftwuto elrMBBlBnee^ doeoin a 
iialdaaewdmmleallytohlBiy atoee «Mr aale o^eet fa to ghv 
VMiileaalBnIhtfswhfah they cherfah agatoet their pamto or faaay. 

la gm&nip thoee whree wha cannot aToM beinf eeoecloae that mar r l^e 
hat c< nfc w <ed on them wealth and hononn hr above their original preteo- 
eion% aeem to iwnemher their oUigatione to a hnaband with mon prin than 
yati toda* 

On the other hand, a wealthy helrea^ who makea 

In amrriagi^ fa 



Theee n ciarien whieh I wfah to draw Dfom thme obawvatlona b| that, fa 
gnainlt the 8ii4(fa man nuged to mairy by a eineere derfre to precura to 
Umarif an amiably mtlenal wift» cannot net amre wfatly» In aa fiv aa the 
•dvanenent of hfa oldeot dependa on the Jttdloloae nMortmemof hfa weridly 
«endhfan with that of hfa btlda» than to chooafay > uuiurt, oaapvwilh 
falm to petot of family, and whoee fiirtuN^ acoerdlng to the 
tohfacontry, faftlHy prapartfaMd tohfa. 



rSee page 995, J 

(c) The opportanitfai which I hare had of becomliv aoqoafailed with the 
mode In whidi domeetic relatlona are condnctod by the partlei engi^ed Ih 
them, have led me to conclude that the moot loving, best i nte nt to ned wlvm 
are often ratiier remlm In giving to their aflbctfan ibr a hoiband; dint point 
of tendemem wUdi It might aoquire from toteg flnhfaned on hfa c ha factor . 
It appears vague and nndellned, aeemlng to iaw simply ftwn tha feodnam of 
their hearty rtgnlated by solid prineli^ of dnty, aadnot tobearonlhoosii- 
aldetatlonof thepecoliar traltsof hfadlqwoitlon: sodiat^ totheoynnfthe 
ebstrtiir, the eoiJQgil love of wives presents no 'sort of physiognomy that 
•di^ It mors to one species of well minded hnobsnds than to anoihg. 
Thoqgh It may be perfbctly vrarm and pun. It still mnlnds ns^ too mnch, 
of a lovely portnit, drawn from ftney, which/ wWt all its beaaty, appesri 
insipid, from not bearing the stamp of those ina, charaolsrIsUc 
which would signify itobeing a real copy from natnrs. No doobt 
that goodnem of hesr^ and aoUd, upright prlndpfasoiii^ to frim tfas iim 
ground work of a wlfa^a adbction for her husband ; but still, if a tender 
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aivect n^ absMt »|w»y8 te ftviiii4» in. wIiIdIi Urn lyMU dtetl^MlaiMt «f 
mind of tjwrj wdl int«nti«ii0d indiTidnal iffear intawjHng^ tht pkaitada 
of hmr teadersyipthy withhin^ wouMiiMpiwMm wtthawtkftirtton tbrt 
wovU CUM Um to find gnttlx Bum dUffiM in hir iodety* and ««^ 
lier to toke •«« Um » non estoMlTe infininwb 

la i«f««Mt to tfik aiUriM^ I dMB idd, Iteft • dMhnMs b oAw fcraltw 
ahto totlM mods la whUh aflMoaatoliiMUnda iad wHw ettttonplftto «Mh 
other** clwraotary tliai nay botnmd to tho dlflfawai dlndions wUdi tiny 
arenaforaDy Indlncd to give to thdr imagination ; nan liking to fix *alra 
oa aawlUa oljact% ordaeanaooli aa form an ttmm bk on wUdb 
gase witk tkair ndadir oj«s aad womaa aa oMtoflifriaal aaa^ ,oi 
iatamtthdrfeeUng^ wHhoal oflMng cithar to thalr acaaiUa or 
Yldoaaay loMgaaa whMi ll eaa n§am» 

Tha wUa dlfca into Um oMivanianto of tor ha^band'b iMarl^ tlMl dhs; 
^i—alaa,tha datott af ito ap gatlaai^ te thtaakeafnavMri^iUIl Intha^art 
of naaaging Um ; but die aaually lata Imt atteotlon rareit yery llttla to tha 
pheaooMaa ytadiiead by tha aatln aambiaatiaa of tha' ftatona af hia di»- 
ncter, with a tIow to diaooTering in them an oljcet dcaar^ng to ba oantioi- 
piatod with pleaaoTC. 

Tho fond hnaband's afiiwtioii, aa dia aantnry, takca ifs fiirai and cm^ 
fiariaa fima tha chMraaltf of ya wiftk Ha hoMa hiawelf rafiiaitwdy abal 
ftvm it to gaia on It in Ito anaoabla; and ha dellghto in doing aa» |hat ha 
magr panetimte hlaiadf with ovw fiwh adadiatiaa af it : let onai^to^fy 
what kind of woman he may, if ha lore her» hia afliection for her nadily 
indnoea him to mould, on tha mind whidi die appears to him to poaaam, hIa 
ipoealaUTe ideas on what conatltntes the exodlenoe of the female diaiaeter. 
BiUha tnrableB himadf little with studying the disembodied operadona of 
her mindy with » tIow to sharpen his discernment of tha mode to direct it 
tohb llktog. 

I tUah ll dcainbia that both hnabanda and wlve% whila tbay aMh pa% 
snadiMr own diatfaiatf Ta way of oaatempkting tha ehameter of o osnaon» 
shnuld niaa asaka aatns prafideaey in the art of takkag diat hUid of aarrsf 
of it» whkh la lam cangsaha to paraona of thdr ses^ than to those of tha 



▲a to wivasb in particolar, though 4liey ought to aeeuatom their Imagi- 
naltoa to gaia with plsaaura aa tha toui eiuembU of • hudiaad*a dianciar» 
aa OBI an oljeel plaasd before thamt repnaentlng his mind In oeBnarla i i 
with Ma TidUa frame, yet it la also nqiridto, that they atndy ladetaU tha 
firstapringa of tha fonasr without any r o far e n cs to tha lattoTt la 
pnsraot a Tahidls Imaglnadon fimn infiaming them, in lavoor of a 
wMi an adnlratian so ramantlc and ohimcricd, thai it eanaal ba 
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CHAPTEB VL 

« 

DUTY OP WiVBS TOWARDS TH£IR HU8BANDi» IN REFKRKKCE 
•Sa TUm QBLmXTlQM WHICH THEY AttB UKDEA TO SUPVORT 
TtlHM AT THBIR DUR RAUK W THSIR- YAailLlHBy A3I» III 
PARTIfcVLAR T9 TBAOH THBIR CHiMMIBN TIT L9W ARI^ 
HONOUR THEM. 

W\yw oiigfhc ftivtiicry where Aey vtb dfo ittotk^srs, to glVti 
proof of a magnanimoas disintere8t€Klne8y by sincerety exert- 
ing all their influence over their children to engage them warm- 
ly to love, and profoundly to reverence their father, withoQt 
WiRg deterred by any aelfiah fear, lest their efforts for that 
I^RifNNM itfight iadiiiae thoRi to prise him Bwre thaa tlifin* 
seWes» 

I do not think that it lieoomes either parent to faaAotn* the 
slightest jealousy of the attachment borne by hfs chfTdl«it» to 
the other visible author of tlieir being ; but such a Jealousy is 
peculiarly unl>ecoming the mother. She ought, by her mar- 
riage and maternity, to I>e put into the enjoyment of senti- 
ments, adequate to composing all the delights of her exist* 
eaee, aad to making her feel the dignity of tkt pltusb wUek 
she ooonpies in the erealion. TheM sentiiiieiits shoRld teH h» 
that the proper part assigned he^toint is; to livetotte IrfMit 
of proving a blessing to her husband 'and children. The mbf^ 
she is impelled by the disinterested warmth which such senti- 
ments infuse throughout her bosom, the more she takes pos- 
sesMon of her true happiness. 

It results, at least relatively to her oiuldren, more from Ab 
leve which she feels, than from thait of which she is in return 
rendered the object. No doubt that she is afao made kappy 
by receiving indubitable proofis Of her childrM*s warm alfec- 
tion for her. But the pleasure, which, by lavishing on her 
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MtifliMiM irMtk fhe sMy diM4r# fiNM 4I« oNneiMfliMi #fi« 
iMNM •feillavrii^ with wten^ d lM w m ^ ug i i sd, l«v« inr Amh 
wdl tfnir IMnr.- She oeght^ to danfl&di, fronir her oAivhig^ 
Mtfung fcr hemU^ hoT merelf dMe eoM- tokenser: fespwt 
eadde fc i ti et io wMet itieher <hrty t6>dei» ftim^tliM^ B«» 
wheilwr ihiy irflT' aafaante thotfe lehenw, aad wiiiw:<w^te 
her, hyhratthhiirthMiegh'theiii frspMi ef tender fiifll eihe^ 
tioiff, thet \n a qoeslien, die decisioe of whksh, the tbeeM 
leave entirely to their own feelings* It thonU be cnonf^ foe 
her to be cooflcions of meriting their love ; never sheidd she 
degmAi her matenml affeetion, by afqienring desiroiie to make 
whii her oUldren an iutevesled eonrrentionr i> vbtM Hf 
whkh, lAiie wodd be entitled teireoeire fr«n» thew aeetani^or 
tenderaeHa 

But very diileteirt iioold be her mede of acting, iHfoality 
of a mediatrix plaeed' between them, and their £iither. Shil 
fliioidd watchftilly eacert all her 8oft» conciliatory inflneneef to 
eonjein together^ in the bandi of a strong) reciprocal, imtenral 
and fiHal eilMtiott, theee diffsrant objecte of her teodenletc; 
faeth that their mntsal rektiona nay> preve to them aoiuces of 
exqaieite tatisfiMtien, and that the)r may. the better aceonplieh 
leir ardt eadi other their saered daties* 

A firther, thongh he may be noble taftinded, has fair more 
need than an equally magnanhnons mother, of being cheered 
by reeMTing from his childreti uneqaiYoeal tokens of tender 
filial aifootten. He cannot, lihe her, make the oonscionsness 
ef an ardent fount of lore ororflowing his Own breast, serre 
as a pnr^ rital flame, to yivify and console him. He rofntrea 
aasrs to bear in mind the sentiments of the objects of his love, 
and ta derire comfort from a bdUef in their haruMmioiis icr* 
r espa a d e nce to his* 

Bren were the heart of a £ither capable of being inmidatedi 
like that of a motheiv with a sweet glow of sati^action ema* 
Bating, almost exdnsivdy, from a tender sensibility to pareu'* 
tal love, he would still not have usually so much power to 
keep that joyous sennbility ever awake in his bosom. Wearied, 
ae he commonly is, by dry, painful toils> which he mast con« 
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ti<n IQ Miad miifc ■■gmwim riimm^fi fcr tte 

he ki4> himntf^ ^i»i*> MNgriw 
tioMy mtitt make. Un MBMbIe» np( only by lliebr • 
MBdMt^ifataboby.kmbiQgtai km io^tki ni ^r 
of k*u«tkklyMraniMite att Ike havddvpe Ikeft ke 
ttii«enpob' • * * • 

Tke teik wUck hi MleelrioM «r«eMi Miy iwiieleini IW 
Ikekneii eC.kevfiynlfv«i» MtriMiiirilyf4e|N^ 
tiiwimi #f . kar hMrt ef tkeir ekeelugy ewhlli<lief jbHwh, 
Oniks c e nU Mr yv tkey are an tiMk an eiiliy—kig 
tenl-le h» thaiigktii Ikaa tkey eetea ta Mteiato 
hertlahonaoBfaMiiila'aadrleNiadertkeBiMgkttetar. ' *- * 
• A f BJhermaan Biqttirea tkaa a awiken io ke eoaifaitrtl'ky 
proeii.af. awrai, iUal %^mifmrmom raoeiTad oaatkraillyflMi kia 
ckitfcMM aat^mly b— wr kiaaaatineata of 
arenolaoBoanpaaiadkf tkaaaaieapiaii eliiavif gM^'kal 
kecaaaalkaydkanoakMBdtkekaffiaoiiaf hiae«tklj 
Wkaa aa aniabla imeiaaa beeonai a^ wtte aad aMak«v 
whaia kdng: ieama W kar «oaqplaied» Ikr kar keen ia*a atto ai; 
filled witk ike • faalkiga dai ata p ad i taitkyUuMa ^iiUftiiinkl|ni 
SheaMty, ake ia«ii«re^ke m aftv lifc hapfj or w aA m t Mh i 
kut aiiUke Ikinhi tkatf wkaievar jay or eortaar tkia wmMmaif 
haTa'wstofe far ker, aunt ka prodoaed ky kar aanjagai aad 




An equally well dispoeed man mkm kaa 'ohifyBd 
wMilka daliaa^if a knkaad and fiMdMftr doeanotfiad Aal 
affeolun^ wkiak thoee tiee kava davakiped in kiai^ U 
wkola daataaf kit riaiva af pereony kappiania. 'Haiy^^aly 
fon»ona Me of Ike paeepeet>of aanUy joya eantomplMd Mf 
his inaiffnnrien, Tke elker esUhiig to kin tke Mberty nad 
the onlleenied plaaaavae of « ravvng » single Nfc^ - 

Hkup ri Do lp te o, aaddeep, oideriyaentfaMnli^ kavoled kkn 
to givona nnqnaUfied paefeaeaee to. tke. kaM owe d aweets of 
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WftA^L Bat' If ^ AaaJJ mv^^m^mnA A 

nw^te Mbw 4mI title- m be we of eri4 dieeeoifiMife te 
h i i i ^ l yiU Nr twirelf iriU ei^pineiice il» eboHM lie mi Wy i» 
bis wjleead eUUren, an ebjeol <rf tesdM* etfediongi tfim iritt 
thai MyiiBMTT tliie of «llieee Tfiifffiit ei etidilv iMBaMAH* a^ 

vJMkteiJNvlerwiiieily viAiied le geee^ peeiMl inelf efM^ 

fell bift imefliaelieAi sef* fJnm hA he eadaed Mkh maoainftMi 

atr««tk «f nwd to Nfid tenpMiwMk vitt Ji» W«M» «»«Mlrt 
i» ^11 Mi III I 

Blii.«BlMplieBoe& jialnMriAMidAd weHiHi. fisiBi the eoBii^e* 
aiMiL ^ Jmt hiUMa nom Ihu her hetheniL jeeoetMliifted hs 
the deentdft ef Mie«e, lo aiteeb tP Iheir ehUdfen atceeg^ m« 

weeiweAMi^biiieiif tbeithitielhe'iVBiec^'flieralhefi he^ eA» 

fihi tOB#i»eodbn»eHy le ite.|»riMipk^ Aei.idNM^^i^fieU 
hiaeirff 4ittiielT it At Miiieieito heMw^w 1^ hwheeii iM 
£Mher» Ihe h«ed.e{.« ^Mwtf m^^^ iilito jnilhte hke* iHitt 
at il Njiup l» ihOA eyery inriieattoi yeteiieg lei^ eraek tie 
teMrii wtjnpmrj'he empijF diiMrei Ihei heth wifc eeAeUl^ 
iboHk flhiiild#Ht%hieb-^ AeirflMiiitMfaeni efip6ifaM» eiMf 

t^^HBoev m^Mr te ihed '**^'***^ ob hii eyiatiWiafb . > 

«Qnriiiiie4%iiMM^irf:|lieiili^ whet he r er ae theknw hs 
fnlfimit jfe fh»»hi» »iiie4<ttf>er 4iier<ei te h% iehie 
oftpMf f Ihe el«eii ef the mmoil vMmiire ef fillet lAciieii 
Mki wiirtani, imiiihUid;ittB «miiejtai le he treeted by hl(| 

iihiMium with a tanderaeie end ndmiMuni nfiiner to 
ttretflL thel thex eeeetder the irfilireMhin in whieh he 
v^ theie» JM oei^ thai «oiiUl not be «o«ided ia eeofU^ 
kkg pietiti»;bf jiey eeglhly tie. > 

It peceliariy beeomee a mother le.eftieefieeT te iaSsmt hMo 
^MP childBaa^e jiiiedk the wanneit leBtiiiiaBta of teedemeaa mm^ 
sfswreieeMmidftidieir fiilher; eed leieek to. lahitein be* 
tweiik ihMPff ibe fkewir piCmMl and fiUel iieien» ae* mi/jfk 
V^tW9% ebeJbeeiaeiiMeiily faeab laeie epfipmaiity thaa he» tei 
fiiBhiopitMjr.iveyiof ihiaUag; bttielM^ beeaeae aetaf% iaher 
mode^f W^efi IhwiWghiIhe haart.of peawaaof betb. iea aa ^ 
a Maaibility to le^Up irfEealieMb baa nMrhed it tebe-beviiHaa* 
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tirteadbem. » •<' 

t»l»ve^.uitheftatplftM,lib«ilfei Hb 




Thafr Ut love for tham « IhiHp to riM or 
fp K io n to iIm HMMomof wkat lie tean to h»^ w 
iHMoiHiitttiifrfcahftrioqr of MMiay nen^ iHiO ftWtfco 
of # Miolid wife, M^havesliHiily botkhf teroHl 

^ nwra noB ftnow ilMiBMlM4i^ o# 
bftlM) toipalse of olwrf ihrfiwgk il-io 
woU known thsfetiMjoonmiOBly troil iMr diildraibyft.^ft- 

wMi imy 1Mb dtalio^* at ooapHrioM to 
tiwuo whoniJi lititw 
lo-^nHOB M9KKjf wnm OHW^ pmioipioOf 

■HmtofMMivoto 




Am Aey provomAoir love to diom fionoMllig^ky ft«|Maft 
Mltoliono OB iIm ooHMtt who hnA Wk dMi .thMO> 
horoibotion^ owt who hiA hooa nmpiaiifclir J—r^i 

A wooiHi'o ftffMlion to hftr ohiliMB^ ift aniohnMM^iv*' 
giaol 000, kidopoadeni of Ihiit Ml hy her to <Nb^< 
F — — 1> If tho hnypft tonapT hwro to lihiir StAm^^i 
Ihoft tho rofoioog hi tho Ihoogto of thohr holi« 1 
hrt itfit ihoi«h oho ihotdd viow him wi* i 
ftlionotion firon him dtoi not nninnriy «dlitoto 
hihig.ofarily pMoiooo to hor. 

If-ft woOMB'hoifo no«» ummUft * tltoagor 
ohtHiionthoft to hor htobind^ hnrhoMt k ol loiM^ 
hy.»ifttoftptoiiMiiM4o falkw ito.giitoito. -IVIm^ 
Ml jBfbtliott is tot owokmioi in hor hr toH » tho-tlo 

iPhfttflho hows har hwhondl boooiio toO'4hM*^ Avft 
to htr thoft ho hot>ao iwMHtP wtto oCchir 
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'•AolioBf «id llHi iht tM> oton allMut 
iMaMiUf to iwk lo- •■■gjMiJMiy nnli^ 
aniMg llw tendar lies whidi bind lier lie«n» 

klhcfOfMl modi HMuidiiaBl iNNiteigB mai fKtoemlbti ta Imt 
terily: «Im gradnsBy fidlt uito Ae eottrntt «f tu m d iug , in s 

ibrkfltf bnalMHMl, sKim 19 tiM wmallmK 
^•<lnir «U14f6B tkta ti> Mi ; imd die tee fttftfoeMlf 
ffhniMlMmreeiBte infers by proenritif fortbem eome •gnrti* 
iieiiea mJinimn te hlmif or wtfcHy ^^agtuiug te bin ibeir 
jeda^ <ie» thrir ibIhM' k « tMtMtum^ tjmmt, to-deeaitie 
wiMndl- b e iHwe e eli tte eienibege ef bit flwdly te cabal tofa* 
tbnri • 

e» A» ether band, peroeivea but toe pbAdyt 
ef teader a l huio iit aiHliyinpatiliee, wUdi bimi 
Ms wiibaMl eUdTBi^ b eeaiplet^ withent befaiig ev^ 
l^ie aatle (toa^Hriie yai. ifia vi«itfeiieitlhMlhyilMbe 
li eei> !■ biiyftoally» tbatobfeet of ▼eaeraHen aad love wbieii 
bOy eftatt dMemdaea bbn to mahe bfaaaolf' of 'oal^ 
Aavo^ by eaniag bit deneaiie aaibarity' m 
hi«%IAyMfci Hbeaadvetlobiaebadraii iatiteaeeUaUote 

mMy aeveaa and miiidilj faiMfMit: wbBe^ 
be neat atbem wlib a rigoar tbal aeeiaa f 
jaatfl^lbaii itftbai hiceibiiitey wKb tham» toUdeftwi Ua 
biailu%i itj iiaii thabrimioeeiit inaetioea; hi edMrt, bia patera 
aal 4Bfliania»«Ml Ua yeamiags afker a eensplete ii j mpalby 
iiMibiawifc^ fariwe Mai te aondeadend aa bifaMlly» te tlMir 
wero bealwaya im aiieb an faidiilgaiifr mmi, ibey 
abaalete et«r betb tbeir paraiitai(«) 
Am eUigbleae^ well iiitentloiieduiether abevU thaa» Ami 
iMr^iriiaai yeari^ let bar ehiUfett peraattethat barwMite 
plaiirOwoiartabiraya pea t p o nod teberderiretobe atteative 

9Phay dMnrid beact uil oaw d te eenaMarblai 
of -berprMe-aad teader earen 
^ito dbeai tbeaM ahraya be ateadUy vphrid by 
berr^n^ibait^'trbetbar he ware a b aa nt or pr e a aa t, there aberid 
erer 4>e a eewplale art»y in rile paiaatal gawtia aeat eaatfoU 
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piitoi0rfii#i«er m a fiilbir tM iflnwie a qm^ il it «%-^4nq^i** 

ligkiea the yoke impeiiri by kiiAOtt Jiie dul4ratt»JNr fl«rU»|gly 
vsMiiiMieUiiiiideeAelMMiUiJ^ die f oioiiieertii thati he WdI.ee 
tiMiih wJiielu whiittrer lie iienMveeeA. in iiiBUMi ihtfakiailM 

eight jiei^iteedily leieQioMie* 

Sfenefterher childcee ivere gveim iM^.ehe AaM km^ 
tlMBi fimlv eoaviaeedL thelU if thev iaoMMed- d^r tehak 
ihey weeld esfite.in lier nuora iadiflieluie iheii 4he|i' mmM 
by egaedipg igiiw>f henelf. Not bet that I thM^ jtlM H 
fcUy be ee me t h»i^ whe^e thay.heve. ieeoireA hia. iHiipleeaw<» 
eeielv to elead their eeoie with hieii« het iitiU in dehMC eok 
■^e flhdald eflHiiiA.te them the. teee e£ e ^^^■■*^- eenellar eeev 
Tokedt thoegh meie oomfewioaete ; .and ihe ihonld Jriie- 
letely let then lee that they ahaH aairer imimehiir laeaMKfe 
et • the txHMMEMiMeae immiiiittiii hv *^*-^ whielL thev jnev 

■heeU »he eeknlated te oenTinae thmn tha^ lheDeh.ehe..he eBep 
^Medlv ■eeaihle to warn fanlinei of ouitenial affeBtioik .vat 
eaenoi theie fJMilini in the leeit ditlotlee firaoi the £iMi aiaee 
he Imk hMHl^ 4he twtaaMe 99A fcepeil dw AMaJ^Mw iKlMe 



I < I i 



Bvt tiMM eftf infihie the Jelitm thet hoiMfr Mnaiinfaeea 
aftilhM e oMnme n» ee«fietely> bf Jiee j ri i nei ple p mA <ifi» 

ae the friher • of her ehiUieB« in a ititt dMefe Jivjeki .attnneff 
thipi the dees for hwielf ee thmr eM»tfMr» tht ««iil M 
the hare aenp aolidiliy «f jvdfmaul^* «e(ilr%-.iii.ri«ait 
pf*yieflteM8» Mfih aa eovife .firer hie beailb va phrill Mpife 
him to weieiie him fNitevml aitdM»r^ ia a «iad# apMaUb to 
har». and <ie abide iaewh a faring htW Mw y irilh Me eWUtore, 
atdkidlfe^ienielMertingeoirtiastiirith thi> hewh» leeriem 
4utaaien%- in rrhUk thoee iitheiM wh» ere >ii»rai b|Li#m 
emfii^that the wether of thaiir ekiinm^ Avgnltd 
Aey 4>we tehin^. t r e dii M diein to a dh ee r ^ eMiiaifll 
priSaiinaUy te iMeeK tee eominanly dieMe toi 

CUIdien QDitfiaady nMradatedieirnrinixii 
daty ef e b edien e o to (Mr ^Adlnv en -^he yewertioK wUeh 



Imn Hi tlieiteiljr eira(e. Sho «heidi, tkiersf«M| kl k«fpMr 
to dMm Ifjr her whole deportment, that she himMy l e ota opw 
htfli-iotiertMtf, irhoai flfco is houi to okftfi hotfiby mHiro 
«mI tile Mv«y«d iHH of «od. «ie ehoiJd iiot h ew t e t e t» 
Jiv#fi km ielff 10 «iBlg^'ti|^ #ilhef is % leeiivemitiMi hi wMfh 
eaeii •-4edtt»tMNi ee^M be jtrfiei— ely f^maoi, '0t.mM wiittes 
a anmi e ii w i d hylwr^tota y ^ w lier jrthMemWp ^nM <Mr hpsr 
hmik IAito4iBeyd^iettdeititthefttfher«iM0ifr jpf«;pe«CVoer 
«9l«?oltfroBlsttaekiioirledgtteeit«f theoUigelaeiitehe da« 
tifW to Mm, that of her ddldrea wiH iia«ittsr 4o the 4«e; 
ii h e n m M if eheowD, ti^th ftwriaioet, Aeteeeh an eUifittoa 
le h iBJ Ba g im her, mid set m we a dhi g iy; 4hey will on Atm 
firt,«lieeiihllyMhmtt^ hehsifhig to Urn mUk ilM ^ant 
mid eebmimioii t they iriU aiao #fee^ leilif^ towards her, 

e^uiHf dateoin» 

Whmi she hfts thts, im refceeaee to hemdf M4 ddUreq, 
da »| j ^ad mit iid the wnhe hdd hi her 4milily, it will be rery 
fOMy fcr*her?to retain her eervanli hi thev proper sttoatien, 
mad<o mafce^hem contentedly oecnpy a lowly plaee on the 
eenie of snbordhiation estnMiahed In her henaeheldi 

^Vbe-'effder to wWeh-the memhers of her teiily wiH| in ooop 
nefoenoe, he snbjeeted in ^oniestie Itfi^i will prepare them lor 
n uhmnnJedgl ny, with-plenmre^ the necesiity of mmntaing 10 
n a a l a tyi difawnr gm d ati oiw ef nvtherity; and fcryieldmg,,i» 
linhK^ hnHiitr toiwhom it ie Aia^ Inn manner nd^^ to en- 
fhi < i n n nii oni nfonaeiili dkmrishhv ^^stam ef g»- 




^iwmtoaSjr 'W '^ wMs itofase to Intat her fansband oon- 
•an fher honored ehief, n ^pdnt of 4aflnbeadination of 
m elmnnsteg*40 4pmn snbmisalett to nny rsgtdar goremment, 
.nitetlMMt.piAlie tor dometlieb will lieeHMii^hnnt her lamily t if 
the ehOdren and sennits do not get, in privato lHhi the hnUt 
lOftianhn^ siithiln»e etifl ^aenefcatkin to 4he perspne phmd in 
nMlM>ity»Mir 'idienl, they wiII.ImI no eentfanent pmqier to 
enaNFifto-Aem ^^mt . hidividoato may repose with eonfidenee, 
triwr the ijf a tom of govesnment requires them to-do so» on the 
4ov« whieh 'ftrtoons feii a % ntortals bear to their ^neighbunr : 
they will fcsosnm tnrbnlent midintOMSted» Irom' babefin^lthnl; 




every mm it exdwAttlf fmfwHed by Mif4ov»^ ■mliWunhtin 
Ihersfen induoed to hcaiken soMy to ili lorM «r rtoMlio ^ 
viiggfestioiis«^6) 

NotUng h nmnBy more g rrtifyiu g to a ImthnMni fu o tn|^ <, 
nor norff proper to iodnoe Mm IwaofmUy to n^Md^ Uo 
In the posmrfoii of alt tiw ooaMnitieM end erturttj 
agreeebly to the order e e fM hhed in eoeiety, eko en gl i t te 
enjoy, than Hie knoiri e ^ge that Iwr oei^i^ lore ead eeiid 
prlnaples Dsre obeMMM ewn a oeiDpleto tnm|w e¥o# Mr 
amour propre, as to make lier take pkanire in the lkei<gl<t ef 
Iter 8ub|eeiion to Rim* 

noweTefy as aMvrtals m samoiiii|^ sue speeles oi erfefV'teo 
commonly predpitate tkenisel?es iato tke e imtiary 
wires and moihersi wkOe Aey gotfd agmast tke 
weakness of spiSBriny matewMJ sft w U e n to eneti aMMn 
oyer them than oonjngal lore and dnty, shoeM also bowaire of 
allowing tke tender mvtnal ssthnents ideating tkeir ezis- 
tenee and that of a hvsband, to beeeme sooontiaeted^ that tke 
two spoases, kappy in tke tkongbt of behg all hi aD to eadi 
otker, and too forgetful of tkeir cUMren, skatt detrade tkeas 
from tkeir proper rank in tkotasily* 

Tkongk all tke domestic arrangemente skooM ke eaieaiiated 
to remind duldren of tke deference and snbmissioa timt they 
ewe tkeir parents, yet skoold tke latter anxioady eiideavow 
to eenvkMe AeaSf tkat tkeir doty towards tkeas anljeele tibeas 
to tke antbovity ef aene ef tke atMbatas eves 
in tke hnmaa mind, except tiwt «f eaiig kteB e d 
fond aiFection. Wkile their bekayiottr slionld 
that they are at heart bound to eaeh oflisr by Ae sleiesi' The 
of tender sympathy, it should also prore tkat a tide eFptinHH 
nial, parental aSsctioa, for ea«di of tkeir ckiMren, o fe ifci t a 
tkeir bosoass, aad is kidissolaUy amalgamated witk tkeir 
jagaltore. 

A cMef of a fkmily is placed rery Irigk in s s rth e rftyf 
assdled by temptations to abuse it, wUck tke 'tnost 
rational wife, cannot engage kim to orer^ome, If k«Mto^'Mt» 
at heart, gOTemed by yigilant, upright prittd^ea. "Wten 
his wife and children perform their duty, by makii^ bis will 
and pleaswe be tke central objecU to the acoomplishmei|t of 



th«fi* i»iiMipfll wNtod iwM conveige, he ctrUioly, if 

iio benst strielly on his gnaixl, if in danger of acqiiiring 

Ike haMl of indulging too much selfish tastes and appetites* 

His wife should, as fiir as she finds suitable opportunity* do 

her Qtaoit to secure him i^^ainst the a«aidts of a vicious de- 

Jiae of ^eno^el eiinfisft and enieywwi^ hy lyeakiiig to him 

the i — gn s y of Ki s d o M , Wiwishipi aad pemaaoa. H»w^ 

•war,, ahaieetitt to naw e m hei' that she k aot to . ttt the offee 

efi m tutoiesa to hinu If, by perforauiig her duty towards 

iam aad engaging her children to do theirs, she present to 

him temptations to selfishness which he cannot withstand, the 

Suit is his own, for net maldng a better use of his free wilL 

She.eoBtinuia bound never to relax in her altantioQa to Um, 

^^Md caie&Uy to fism her childran'a mind to a faU dischaiys 

^.theii: filial oUigatioBs touparda Um. 




NOTES TO THE SIXTH CHAPTER. 

^•B» ^^^» ^HUfc ^ 

(ft) Many nationa hare, m it appcan, been guilty of the crylns Injustice 

ef relbeliif to acknowledge a mother's rights In her children, hy making no 

dfadbetloa be t ween the fiemalehead of a fionily and her oflepring^ hi placing 

them til sorvliely under diecontrol of their domestic ehief. I beliefi^ tint 

-tha raaaonatiiat induoed them to carry thw their tiyiaaaj ovsr tiia 

ia a point oatn^geoaa to natorob was indndad a notioa glvan 

to dMUS If Inttino^ teUiiig then that, if they raised the wife to com- 

panltmsh\p with^ fur husband,-— which tliqr mus^ in soatio degree^ liava 

daa^ had ther invested mothers with tiie privil^es of a sacred parental 

Mttattty,— they would, owing to the propensity of women to yield to the 

InAMiiee of maternal affections, give children an opportunity to submit both 

AtharsAd mother to thefar sway. They know that IImko was no ianger of 

rights not being. In the main respected, without any ftmal reeag- 

af thai^ m mudi la evety heart laoUned to tender sympathy with 

'a As M ng a; thsgr, therefore, eonddered that the essential point which 

;.llair|psti|ptfawi dionld be adapted to eompasa^ was that of impressiiig on 

^tl|ajpilad of both mother and children a lively recollection of the &ther, and 

determining them, from interested motives, ever to be alert in manifeatii^ 

towards him love and veneration. 

I bdieve too, that the usage which, till of late yean» to cea u no nl y pre. 
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vattidk fai«ttoMDlri«whin wtm AIM 
jiiMMtolhcivhta^bHBil^ of ttiUng chUdfm with 
<li»tUii» bariMffooB cmloaB, ■• rvfoltiiif lo panntiA icdlii|i . Ihaft 
4im$ioQ Ikppean nrprUing, ww vndlf uphdd ift vlfMr by a 
klMA^rad, ffit by ilM chicfr of fiuiiOle% th«t» If thayiaiSered 
llimhift aft idlt» nlu» In fttMrnt of iMr ohildmi iNm Urn 




Tiift •iMmoof ftlbiw iwffwing tlw»ihByyi>ttrft<»<fc— 
Iribute to thfwpj- uBonoornfa^t tlw laeUily witk which tholr thttdn* 
"bBOMlia too nighty for theniig did thqr allow any rfjawatlnn to cvaqp iato 
'tho ftyatott of rigid dladpUno to wUd^ tliey wort held bt m^oetloot appear 
4ate^Mi«lr)tiftfM« by tho eotMefOBiina wlil<!h hare Itttorly Mlowcd tlio 
Ip—itl >iopil<n of • tfilldtr »Batiii>of. da<MiiHa gtmtmanmt ; Ar«M^UMt 
•nvoloofir tMfhi il il^tl r «0*i«9«Ha<l|i 4M«i« 

tiby fioywitly aUwr tlwBMalm to hi IniiMidbgr Uv-toi 
10 thoir ohildrwi wbvidM Ittmty, oad lihiy p«v«Mide Ifcik UAmm 
greatly to niimin from the exardee of parevtal awtheyity* 

flnehaii ovorthiow of doioeetic order is particolarly ebaervaMe In Wnmee^ 
how«T«r,I think, that It has been aotead to IntridMoe Iteelf eaftdentfy iato 
Iha Mtfah iaiae, to make the aohuion of the qnaaHon^ how waoai 

of ftaeUieB t —«^ the Droonrlnir to ohfldiaB aneh a kfad *- ^ -' ■»# 
aeant frem tfioir parent^ aa ahall BMka thoaa thovanghly oe^palaAM %rtlh 
the eweeU derivable from the pneaewlei af eentimeBti of flial 
while yet they ehall be BvUntained In a reverential aabardlnatlea to 
a matter of obvloue Importance in our own country, 

t believe, that to arrive at a aatia&etory, practical ealntlon of thia 
'tlon. It wm be found eeeential to give the atmoet enlargem«it to the female 
'mindi and to etamp on it auch a etear, praf<mnd eenae of aader^ 'Ant iho 
law af their eooaoienee ahall datennlnr mathen vigilantly ia t^******" 
oelvee and their ebildian. In a duo aKeetlanataattboffdlnatlaDlothilr 
chief; and to keep him doaely united ta tlwaedear pladgm of hli lov% bj 
fogaging him to a conatant and tender communion with tham. 



(5^ pa^e 400«) 

(6) Hie custom which fot%ldB wives ever to make any Ibrihal adtnow- 
ledgment of its bdng their duty to obey a husband, was iiut Inteoftooed 
Into Ireland by men, at a time when thay were under the Indttenae of ge. 
nerottSi bat In^pracUcable, iU digested prindplca concemiog the natural 
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uBi' «Hb vuMMNrni 01 (m BlMiriHn w tM wriuMLUilo vmtIms 
'Infawmf m far ftvai Mnf Isiafeal to Hm yoieMlwi bf 
cMh of Umoi, of a full diare of natnnl rig hto, is thmfia^ AMtnary te* 
to tin wiMb tiiA ajoynliit of thob, aaA vlwHefiaig tltem 
of 1B6 B twiigy X tirfnli tlniil H wooll^ 




ttiir taly to obgf o hrtbrt J. BdMsitfaoNtMMiglvWiA 

ail OMf¥lMHig Am% Hot a wiA*t dolf of obedltBoe to m hmOmnd 
h m fiifwlainmtil aopfoit of ererj good tytHem of govemmenC, natioiMl ond 
dooMrtlcy tbejr ought, from motlTeo of prudence, openly to charge tiiemeelves 
with anch a dutjr. 

A wift)*b odm owl e dgm eBt of Iti being faieumbent on her to yield ohedi- 
mm^ ^toea mft ia tholoMi add to a •hudbuid'te power to eaael It ; fcr whe- 
ihirornoihatowilllagto m9mBUima» I4i do tin otranger party, and 
OM, if bo ^tmm, anho her sadly sulUo of her depsBdenee on him. But 
U.caiises him. to he awan^ that, sinee a holy, meek, sentiment In the heart 
of his wife eoootitntee him her chief, he ought to proTe himwlf a generous 
and orderly, not a lawlesi^ unkind one. It awakens In his hreast a jtrin* 
dpie of honour, and engages him to hearken to Its dlctstn. In t^lMng 
the oae which he Is to make of his eoojugal supremacy. 

'"^hlo if m )Aia#vo whl^ genelflllly engaged inen, Vtitua^ 
anp^BBBSBS^iiB WW wnunago ooreaamy m ifuoo snvy w oi^Rmom^ wvo^wr 
tately got to i>a!f»i Hmw ii 1 > » i > -m hU d iMrttj m Hhaty tontonsoNdeiptflir 
mi jii»I>^gi<BBtly AtUWemtf thotesidl M tUs metsun hai^rtiot 
t# Ao so. Sinso tM^^Aie, husbhnd% ^ho dwel) In aooord with their 
adv«% oibm^I belieT% affect too much to gorem them by the laws of Cupid 
nAcr than by those of Hymen ; now the former allow OTon honourably 
BBJadrd men lo Indulge towards their consorts III Tarions ui^ust, tyrrinnt- 
cal, ctrffffn/ifhifh the Uttsir absolutely ctoimaiid ihkm to r«|ltdil. Olrai^ 
rflifctiUiflBifdftirho tefu^ to ^tb^^ t^^ hli'Hlff^ In qitfkf liTa 

aot of eompUaiiee, who would not on any aeoMBi 
wItfctlwKlwIly of a-hMiai(d> When 
fittvalkd wMh htt> to gii^hiiB oemo<prooC i>f hor leadlnem tf 
liim,'whiGh he ou|^t net to have asked from hsri a speohius yell 
oovu^ the tyranny of Ills proceedingi^ and preyeats his oonsdenoe from 
smiting him. Though she may hsTO in fact only yielded to him becauss she 
was weit aware of being the weaker party, who, If she diaoblJged him, 
Bilgtil oe forced to rue her imprudence, lie ftatters himseli' that his success 
is €noT&t^ U^^ffU^ to iier iblid afrection mr iHnr. 

I MlMf 1liiit'€tcf««reidaoy Ifishilen'ii^'thoil||h'«hey trould withoai 



IM BOOK ir« [ 



reiriaiii, wiioU ftel thamielfai imtanlljr depHvwl «£ tlM |www to waiter 
to make tlMoa, ted ahe tka oomifo to nplyt ** I aluiU do wlut jma mk U 
you oomauuid hm.** 

Cooaideriog tiM terms on. whkk married ooopke umuJlj Ht« at preaenl* 
It re^airm vary gnat eowngB In a wife, tkua to ramind htr knaband of hei 
ceii^'igal fow Oi anadlmee j finf ba niH aittan|P v^anud hv 
«• nimld intonlfie^f <aty fcr ttetMirfnrtlM af adllfciM 
■MMly daihoQa Iha4 lava alMMlA diaida in Ma Aivav» 

If abaatmdtty fen^ip aotwhlwtandin^ In inraidng. th»i prin«^|K .!*■ 
oAotnally amiyee Ikmn Ua nigenaj* te haoanr wiU nat anftr liim Aojc»- 
■ounae to lMr« wlwre ha haanot Jaatioe on hia aide, tlM waada ** I 
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OHAPfBR Vik 

OIVLU SHOULD BE TAUORT CLBARLT TO UNDnumifl^ TBt 
DlSrmCTION BBTWXBK A HYMENBAL COMKBEION, AND AB 
ILUCITy AtfOBOOB OBB. 

It MOM0 10 ue tkit girifl oiiglit lobooBd]rlMclift.tocUMBir 

inllMlA. WftWMflB tko dbOBMSlttltlkl o£b fclSUMMBl^OOBBMOMiaBd 

of m diiliOBOBi»lilo obo fyopwlly nBwmHii|g> jfc 
Hie distioctiTe clumBteristiGB of thoM boododoBO^ Adf 

dioBU bo lold, oooflMt OBlirdy io this, tbal ogMvod kj^wj 

iimI eoBnexioB if prooodod by a soIobib oeiBBumy, wUlo nit 

UcH BBioroat obo diapeiiset wilh any. 
Tho byBBMBOoI ooBBOxioB 0B||^( alio (o be lotetty oepontod 

fimoBB iUkit^Bg^by tbo jwil ia MBl g of iho^coBh roB tiB g .fBi» 



Ab illieit bood betwooB m 0019I0 of dtftooBl 
dwfli to Kto loUy Ihr OMhoCkor. To doipMe oil thrtr dotioe 
towoidfl ioaloty ; to detach thoBttdYOB from it» aad lo dotot^ 
Buae to buJm tbeir nratBel ikuoe rafiDO to flU op die whdm 
BMatoro of bappiBets tooght by them 00 earth. 

No kw of doty demdet whkh of the two shall yield np hie 
will to that <rfa partBor^ nor premribet to the gorerBtBg party 
tho BIO whieh he ahiU make of hia tway, aod tho booBdi thai 



ke tlatt MllD ft. WMcher^r kttoirs how to profit oftlie ten- 
dier aftetion of a companion to make himself the nding power, 
thinks that he is at liberty to indulge, towards the yoke mate 
giren to him by nnhallowed lore, every despotici arrogant ca- 
price that sttits his humour* 

Hm hjrDMMal uDinn ovdaioa that thofo amoront passions^ 
whaek the fllieil oonnexieathat I have just desoribed, allows 
to d ominoor with dl e oi d Bifly ^ io i oatj o ki the b oso m of- Am pw»> 
■OM engaged in i^ shall bo regidated, and closely condensed^ 
in a manneri hoik to permit that the heart warmed by tiiem 
shall be amply filled with eflicient sentiments of duty, and also 
to diflfbse thioagh these sentiments such a precious sarour^ 
tiuit It shall take delight in being goTomed by them. 

The hymeneal union is moulded on the principle that, in the 
miada of the parties who enter into it, the fermoats of passion 
are allayed, by a ferereiiflalaoan of die duties with which it 
ohaiges them towards Ood, and towards iociety. They ought 
te engage ie dus bond with a firm intention to conrider them- 
talTea united together, not for the sake of living solely for 
each other, and forgetting all the world besidefl, but in order 
to cast in common their duties towards society, to charge them- 
•sivea wiA vaiioua new onei; and to gain ainlity to perfoirm 
WUti nMe alacrity, those which it is entitled to expect diera 
to fulfil, fhmi bmag cheared and en^unged by each other's 
toring ttslstanee. 

All tl» IheHngs <rf the respectsM^ mairled eoeple baaing 
•eMded hito i holy orderiy state, a sacred sense of duty leigM 
anpremo fai their bieaat. Jt do<M not permit passion to deside 
en 'dM mode hi Krhieh power shaU be disn^kuted* betnMton 
dtan, doee It prescribes to tlMi wifo reverendally to obeyhef 
husband, and to the latter to make of his authority a use Iuh 
nomahie for himself and hhi he^mato. 

When giria are taogfat attentively to reflect oathe.chasns^ 
ierMcs of a hymeneal and lllieit coonexioa, it will not nan» 
ally bo AlleulttomalGO them reoegalso the hfdoaenftv #f dmt 
yenag wife's ooadoet, who trkw to alluie>he r h u sb a n d to* be* 
teve to her at if they were enchained togedier by the uohal- 
towed bauds of Invriata love* A woman lays hetself open to 
he j«dy ncenaed cf tUa indelicate aiede of aetingv when she 
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M^stDVutedeHgliluililipeeriiveMitexioii wVkhbt 
dvninle !■ her ImitMid't waoA, andprereBt Ita hmmg 
fsiM^Y ealn, altntmly to weigk the nftue iod bonigs «f 
«M Us soeial dvtiei* 

She should gladly see his uttetAm for her, rink mUmiAf 
ml9 his heart, and, itvtaad e£ dashing widi the pmmiiMBt 

h he ought iiaatediaftelj to Ck Ua atteirttem i» 
-to fi dMarfU aiiDBipliihBiBat lof thaak hn a 
MI^Mt totrfto ff«ig« asapMirf 
timt h«t lalher staidy to aot aslwMtMd 
eaiaatioiislr Milliog in the sight of haaim, and in the S|h» 
of aoiiet^ tno eMioB*ee mv cawi^ f0f 




NOTE TO TH£ 6£V£NTH CHABT^flL 

fSee page 412, J 



vMi «o a M«v«d wife la Um avlr ^sfs -0! w«dtoik, attsia «Q 
liw Idth Um VBHclioB, that^ fior Ihm foq^vttias in Um h^ 
pinen^ the duties tliat they owe to ■Dciet]r» thej haTe.a do^ aad awfal ro- 
oollectioii of having, by their entnnoe into the marria^ atatc^ diaiigod them- 
selves towards it with momentoas one% knshands who ad thus wisdy, *hj 
kiylag some restraint on the eKpresiloo of thrir eoqjngal teaienMis» aaJr& 
oatla*sr*awtte» trfsa iiailrf IvUhiMllaar dferf, liS|iteeor 




arhaa har mnlk tad Uoosa Mt asa^ ihe-aMit'Mldaaa'aMiliy < 

which a woman, oooscioua of beia|; on the dediai^ an taala^ 

of believing, that her husband's affection (or her haa atrieken deeper rartib 

• • • 

Btill as her youthful allurements have fled. "Die persnasioi| that a husband's 
tenderness, has increased in proportion as time, and the ailments endared, 
l^erluipato <tfoWtt his dfection with a fiunlty, have robbM her df Ibe attrao- 
OMfl daoa'captiiMed Inte) IS ttsciaBy m 'aatpte 'MmpMianoB'^ai sod mlU 



. lit* 



i I 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

Principles which ought to be inculcated to girls, 
concernino the authority of the wife in her ifami-* 
lyy as pistingui8hed from that of the husbanp. 

Muiy wwaem litre, m it typears to me, emmeoufl Ideas, 
Asneerniiig the dq^ree to which It becomes them to liave re- 
eeorae to s huttmid's auAerity , to support theirs over their 
teiilies» They think tliat they amply do Aeir par^ wheik 
they fly to Urn, on aD ooeasions, to engage him to reprimand 
a refractory cliild or servant. 

lliey would fill their station more becomingly, did they use 
Aeir utmost efforts to discharge, without his assistance, the 
trkole duty of regulating their fWmily, leaving him free to 
punne, if he will, some laborious occupation. 

A man, howe^r, where he has time, does well to inspect 

Ms wife'a manner of conducting his iamily ; to give her advice 

M tM subject ;. and to engage her to acquaint him with all 

As ^oeMu^Aces wMdi serf e to throw light on the character o^ 

ahy of ihe members of his family, or to indicate the mode in 

wKdi they ought to be treated.(a) Still the woman who. 

would prepare herself fully to dbcharge the functions of a 

wtte and mistress of a house, should be taught to think, that 

an tacertion of authority, on a smaH occa^on, better becomes 

tlie mistress than the master ; tiiat a wife should use' every 

€lblt Wtriake hei^'husban^s home !»e to him a constant source 

df' u Od tht l kg 'Tecreation ; which it cannot be, if he be forced 

to acquire the habit of sternly displaying in it the power of a 

nusr* 
A ooaater of a houae does not, In general, know how to be 

tfaeUMSt proouaent person to exact, freas his childreii and 

MPvamts^ sabmissieii to a system of heme government, witii* 

a ln dnaiBg them to repine at his tynmny, or even to rebel 

agaiaat Um, whether from anger, or from their becoming mp 

HsiBiliar with his authority as to treat it witb contempt. 'Tis 

when it i^pears deepening and strengthening that of a wife, 

tint the asperity of a naster ef a house displays an imposmg 
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lijwly^ Yet the Tety tSammaltmtB «f tke wflKiliy «r m 
hmfciid being peeolierly adapted to fiunnfaUag BimMtt tetf^l 
ef awMB^ pf eac n tg a rtwtiye that thotdd eagage fcer to iii<imil 
hertilf wiA Its behlg kaoana ^t die haa It to teit ifoa, iai 
to deelliiey whefe the pradently eaii, applying to it fer aid hi 
Imt difcreneaa with her laaiily. Bhe ooght to be amare that 
iho Makta her httsbaad i^ppear both tilly aad tynumieri, i^km 
■he hMitea hiai to take her part fHthoat hatteg the Biartrialy 
e£ right being on her lidei nd rarely deea It' he eoin e bin to 
tiftenBeientfy the eaoae of hir eoBuplaiot, to animal thiR eon* 



She a h oi hiiatif, aeti n ng enero n dy in that flying, eaeept in 
a pramag eBMrgenee,to a poaretM judge, wlio^Blie haa reason 
to beliova^ wiH, withoat iaTestigntlon, decide in her h,romrJ(b) 

U hfsr eoBspIaiats regard matters with wliich the olgeets off 
her diipleasnre think that she oqght not to intermeddle, $mA 
aa many of the aflMrs that may arise between her bnsbaad and 
the pesaena whom he fanniediately eoauMads, shouU he bcls^g 
to a prefcesisn that requires liim to exercise anthofity oter 
ami^l they detest her, ibr they think that when a 
takes nolieeef bmo, who» in some olBcidl eapaeity, owe 
dieaee to her hnsbstad, It onght to be for the pnipose ef 
ing to them the dlssgrseablenem of a snlnirdiaate state^ by her 
kiad, aAble bdiarionr. When, as In the case of ser t a l s, 
her eempbdnts regard ftalts wUoh, righdy to fulfil the datiea 
ef her qphers^ it b neoessary that she should chedi, the offend* 
erSi — if tlieir transgressions be not too grare for them still to 
be allowed to serve her, — are displeased at her not expressing 
to them herself, with beoomii^^ spirit, her resentment^ mther 
than to complain of them. 

Such is the manner of feeling in this respect of men ser- 
vants, that, if the mistress of the house, IneeaMed againstthen, 
thrastan, ut her iliif lsasurs» to eomplain to their nMster,they 
will become escoeediagly gnitelU to her and a tou ons S» 
her, should he appear unexpectedly in the midst of her 
and that, instead of profiting of this circumstance to put her 
tlureat into execution, she at once cabniy conVeraes with him 
on other subjects, as if nothing had mfled her. 

I shall here pbserf% in geoaral, that weaMU when they are 



ffffpgpd ia 4i(ipiile ^iih m nwa,^ oinug to his not co^plyiiig 
vitk i^iftfiivlTi lluiit thciY think rOTHonahln- ooBmonlT conunit 
Ih^ «nNnr of iatianBting to hun, thai thoy are not fo w«ak and 
ifibnm]mM,m they appear to be» and tbnthey haTotheiMaM 
of Iwpaag him to do vHiat they require. In eoBeeqnenee, hie 
tenee of hononr^ inetead of being enliated in their Arour, m 
piqood by the notipn of their heiog powerfbl antagoniats, and 
jfXwwin ee hjm to braye thepu 
1^ TlWili mrely.foiind well in a vonaa's month: if neoeiiary^ 

she undertake heraelf to pronaote it, let her, in singlenaaa of 
lie i p r t » yeceed on the supposition that slie most prevail lieoanse 
ihft hak right on her dde; and» if slie testify indignation, let 
ft be exdted by the meanness of the antagonist who persists in 
in wronging her. 

,, JQreary oao seems to m^ to be pleased with a women, even 
flUp^dio^pev^.toaieertainpoittV warmed with n |^ ef 
eilgar^ who» by.iosolntely msintainiiy a good eaoas^ egainsi 
annn r ea sonab le or nnjnst man, gives tho s p ec tat o r s >saaon to 
tUnkduit slie never has been led to make any reileetion onhei^ 
own weaknen^ or the superior strength of man, having always 
found the strong and the weak yield alike to the force of jus- 
tice and equity. Well may the spectators be pleased when a 
weagMtt's spirited condaet in a right canse entitles them to form 
anMi an opinio% for it is highly flattering to the men among 
irimm she hsa lived. 
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NOTES TO THE EIGHTH CHAPTER. 

{Seepage 413.) 

(•) CoiMmakatife«haiickawil«oi«ihi«ob%in«e«taiotfa^ 
•wllPiiayinienrtbif ornaMurUUvlheidciitstliAl tak« pfamla his fiunily, 
•hDold be -nrj eareftil how the CDfages him Co share her ressntnonts ; 
hi ^wrtskes them, he will* perhaps^ continue to feel them kmg alW 
has foTfOtten them. 

• With whoBi they art aol hMa4 hi ftaally Uss. 
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A huslHitid, too, onght to UTold •Uowlng Klmielf to be itt ' iju ii kj e d wgtSm 
imj ono by bis wiAAieomplalnti^ if M do not <hopoo to I m mt f ApOm <fco 
tad fife tiM pMty wliom «bo aocMBi^ 1^ AUr biiriaf. H«-«b4iiild 
tbM^ vaMiiof mi«» ltd banpur op^oply to ww y nw g l bMwIfip to tboai 
^nft<i<ntial colnm1U^c||1toll^ for tb« ink»<tf hnviog m o^Mvrtpinity of «fcm 
Inf lier and^mtaiuUng by rmtioool po^ptoM ; and that ho ought not to ■ollar 
bis own mind to be oontominated by her ui^aot ftoMloos. Ui^uat |]|ey cer* 
tainly must be, in their offBCto upon htm. If they determine him to wlth- 
dmw his friondship fimn Mate IndiTldlial without giving him an op^arto- 
nlty to exculpate himsdf framthe 9uA% by whlA he tubflt ftr giantoi Ihai 
he iMi dMnrod to IbfMi ft. 

te ih^ triasa MModataa mlmlitad ia ataHMaato Ihaati. la toaaril 
tbfit tlw mjlH^ 9pA iatlm^ u^ $^e Tilatlpii h| ifhk^ ^rmmw M tWr 
lyiarri^gv^ firequenUy become engaged with the near kind^ of lifan who |aia 
introduoed Ihem into his fiunilyi is apt to engender mutual jfalowsjes and 
didlkes. 

A hudiand, with ilinnnesi^ moderalloa and patience^ can do much to la> 
dnoatltaaihoolBsuibetloiistoflta way on boA rfdari tolUendly Adii%a; 
yat hn» itjtemiibiite «wiiwi4 tfci> >• hiMeiy haa Haim awm iteto ai 
Mwl kw— rijatlM— dty, bf hwrtof tha iwwlaiMP to m p a tohte wMb 
thiac unkiadtbila aearnlatifoaf hivhad toid tohi«ft«/ h0r.' Nadanht 
fhat he should severely j«priipaa4i |dunj(ld s o metin ^w fff"^ with t%e per- 
son wbo dared to address an ill natured diaeourfe to him ponoernfaig hif 
wedded partner ; but still* if it be a near relation or friend, he should keep 

ft 

ibe door open to a full reconciliation, by leaving her in ignorance of the cause 
^ the rupture. 

{See page 414,) 

(b) The authority of an exemplary mistress of a house, extends to bmb 
aa watt as women servanto : both are so eemplelely langed under dM oHBe 
system of govemmentp tiiat there can be no unity in dM admfailatratient If 
they be not subject to the same ruler. Men aervanto are aleo usually 
well disposed tomlpiiit Ift ^pnnlt fo^enim^ ;whfn it ia ^dlad by a i 
who will not brook, in any of his household, a ^rit of revolt against him 
wife*e comnumdt. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THOUGHTS CONCERNING THE MUTUAL DISPOSITIONS 
OF FATHERS AND SONS> RELATIVELY TO THE SPIRIT 

OF EMULATION, 

. . • 

I do not know any pbenomenfty offered by the moral consti- 
tation of mankind, whieh more exemplify the iotricacy of the 
proc^ panned by nature^ to adapt mortak to nniting to* 
gether in one virtnons, sooial corps, than do the feoKngs to 
which jbo ha* diapoaed fathexa and sons, in reference to their 
molMl fdatieaa. 

Itio obvioaa that the meet simple way of making their in- 
Tolmioii hi those relations, tend to dosely cementing together 
the commonwealth, would be to breathe into sons a lively 
desire-to emulate the virtues and talents of their fathers* 

Nature does not appear to me to have followed this eovrae. 
Though, a jonng man may, undonhtedly, be tangfat, by edneac- 
tioaand the ezhortationaof finends, to tread In the steps of 
a uaiversally revered fiither, and to endeavour to obtftin equal 
eoQslderstion, yet nature does not seem at all to have attached 
hemlf to die object of causing the ambition of sons readily 
to kindle into a flame of emulation, when they contemplate a 
distinguialiedfiBtther's merit. 

Sb6 does not, however, render sons insensible to the pnuse 
bestowed on him to whom they owe their existence. On the 
contrmry, ihey are much lAore cordially delighted,, on hearings 
their father extolled as a great man, than they probably would 
be^ were they prompt to aspire to equal celebrity ; for, in that 
caa^ aa mivious sensa^on would 'often, it is to be presumed, 
miBgia^sIa bitterness through the satisfaction insipired to them 
by wi ta e ssi ng' the honorable recognition made by the publio 
of his mental superiority ; and it would, perhaps, sometimes 
tonpt them to try to obscure his titles to renown. As sons are 
eoaatitated, the documents proring a father's splendid abiliti«i 
and liigii deserts, may mifely be deposited in* their hands, for 
they praeioiisly preserve, and anxiously set in its most advan- 
tagooos light, every monument proper to convince their coun- 
try, tiuU the parent whose name they bear^ deserves to rank 
high in its estimation. 

voi«. uu 2 D 
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* Their pride in being defwended fVom bim, seems bo com- 
pletely to fill their heart as to leave no room in it for the am- 
feiiloB to diftingoUi themselves eqnaHy. They glory ht the 
l)<ought of their fkther's transcendent merit in a manner tanta- 
mount to a declaration of their l>eing swayed by the prnnciple, 
that the children of a' great man are so miiek honoted by t&eir 
descent from him, as that the measure of tka esteem vbkh 
they should be ambitious to acquire in public isi eon^ftidy Ml, 
;«rithout their maldng any exertion to add to it by the: anfuM* 
tion of personal claims to respect. 

On the other hand, our first glance, on tin 8ttb|eei of a 
fiither*s relations with his sons, makes it appear so perfectly 
usdess that he should have any disposition to vio with tium, 
in the display of mental talents, that it does not readily oeeor 
to us to suppose that nature, who manifests so much wisdosi 
in her designs, infiises into men a propensity to look with an 
eye of competitors on those who owo their being to tiben, 
when they see them prosperously advancing to tal» peasessioa 
of the palm of glory. 

As the career, in which a ftAher is destined to move^ la dfltei^ 
mined, long before his son can make choice of Us, wo 
authorized to conclude, that, were the former to become 
ble to emulation on seeing prognostics IndieatiBg. tiial gloria 
successes awaited the latter, this passion^ so displaeed lii> his 
breast, must degenerate into envy, since it could nol 
an active principle stimulating him to new» ardaous 
takings. 

And yet, superfluous and noxious as a spirit o£ emvlatioB, 
directed on sons, may seem in the nundof fatihtrrwtnaimt 
poses them to be moved by it. Their senaibBity to Ham 
sion has also too frequeatiy the result that might boi 
bended from it, and inclines them» to regard with aa e 
.discontent, the successes that do hononr lo a son. 

That ambitious men are peculiarly deaiyolw of dmr. 
. being transmitted gloriously to posterity m well knowii. 
hope, indeed, to appear illustrious, in ita eyes is not 
with any jealousy of the rivals who may arise in.lti. 
eclipse them : an envious jealousy is never excitod eaospt faf 
known, distinguishable objects. 
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But we aqr'fturiy prenme^ that Ibeir esnieil ftiabitiaii to 
obteivthe a^pfeoM ilf firtmre giineratioaAy weiiU sw«ken iit 
tiaA jariw jl of iki rirali yel mibon^ whose renown may 
eelifae theitiiy eeoki they dieoem timm dUtuMlly end innil- 
M n iljt mtbongli tiny weie tkm penoiie eaoag wkonv ikey 
IMed* 

. A een Mo^ge to Ihe fim generation of tfant pbelerity ef 
wfaoeinen e^k toke known aid admired; for tkeir aacdene 
deeire temahedieir'namei paee honorably (o fnlnre ages, doea 
nec mefoly regard an unknown nmItiUide» kst as yet in tko 
glooae of nonenti^i it attnrhee iteelf abo to thoee persons of 
n gonmafion infiwioif to theirs whom tkny easlsee andr eonvefso 
with. To be looked np to with reipoctfiii deference by the 
yosng^ when- tkey are themselves advanded in years, is, to 
■BshUions men, a sonToe of nOspeakaUo ddighu It nudiea 
tfaom ett)oy« by anticipstion^ those heaoraUe dislinctionsy with 
wlnefa tkey hcper thai, after thek death, thdar memory will be 



But this anxious longing of elderly men to be loved and 
rsspi^fted by the yeoA of tUeir aoqteinlano^, though it be 
honaogeneous to their wish to kave tkeir memory honored by 
pealnrilyi lioveitheless gives rise to a variety of tttmttttnon% 
discordant feelings,, wkieh the wish to be celebrated by genera^ 
tiona yet nabem does not generate* Theelderly man is jealous 
of tha^yonng.eno who launches into the same career ifrith 
wtf wiil»;a pfospoBt of more brilUaat success ; and he ia 
grined when persons of the rising generation appear blind to 
timr'.tades to reject' which he thinks he possesses. 

Hndsee not, however, aeknowledgo, even to his own min^' 
tkeirkeinir ui^ertsd with the power thus to mortify kim ; for 
km wraps kimself 19 in tke idea of kis superior wndom, and 
lookrndtk a seotnfU pity on tke youthful portion of his a»* 
who refuse to hearken to IL* 



« iHMtKfmmh 9«rtica)arly in France, eUerly leeB often Imj thoMlvBi 
Often Co the aoetuntion of forgetting the duties particularly impoeed on them, 
t»€t6M» of aoUdtSng* the IHe&ddilp of the young, by flattering their 
yiwisasilSton sail sveo their vtae^ I hen notiee the error that they oom- 
mit in eo* doing, as it senrei to Terify the . proposition which I adTanoe, 
namely : that the old are extremely deeiroini to stand well In the opinion of 
the ymmg. 

2d2 
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' A finAor^B dciim to gain the love mat Mvommo of Ui 
Tontybl astodotMi boon witk c t p o cio l ilnroo on Mm ton, ond 
if» nipostang fanny oGconponed wiln hm hmmI puwoinB feiif 
ing« of mlorm and jeidonsy. 'Tu omong kio tons tlat ho yor^ 
lioiibily wiihet to be bod in honour ; 'tis alio -from tbeap tluMt 
bo thinks that bo has the most right to oxaet proofs of kk 
koiiig so ; ke» diorolbioy is donUy inclinod to wateh liiooi wUk 
a Tigikuit^ distrostfU eye* He knows, too» tkat If ins -ion 
ilhistinio kis name^ his own is mote Ukoly to bo u b aonB s d >tjrit» 
tkon by that of any other yooAliil competitor, far it is wkk 
kirn tlmt bo will bo eonstsntly compared, and the odmirsn of 
bis son aMy, perbsps, take the* habit of honoring likn ao the 
fctkerof ngrestman, rather dian far bis own merits. 

Tlioo^ the pride of men ean make tkem take nnaiixed 
eomplaoeney in the borrowed lustre wluek they deriro faeni 
the glery of tkeir ancestors ; it does not aceommodato il a uif 
with sndhpnresatisfaetion to the idea, that they sldno in n 
splendour reflected back upon them from iUnstrions d ftse e n 
dants. 

I baye, in a former chapter, laid it down as a principle in 
the nwti^hyrics of the heart, that wives are more indinod to 
enry in their husbands the display of distbguished talonli» 
than husbands are to envy it in their wires. 

I shall now add, that the passion of enry, considered in its 
domestio operations, most commonly, in tl» chief of a famfly, 
directs itself on his son; whUe, if it bebarbonred by his wifa^ 
it nmkes kiamelf its ob}eot(a) 

In both these cases, the envious person has so many fodneo- 
ments to hearken to sentiments entirely opposed to malignant 
ones, that I belieye that, were fathers and wives once nware of 
their being liable to be preyed on by the latter, in the farm 
idiich I have specified, they would qnickly fad tke ffaHl power 
of all the different motives which would urge them to hanidi 
them from their breast ; and they would dfactually sedc to 
confirm in themselves those vigorous, magnanimous tiMMqglits 
'which would naturally spring op within them, when once they 
had discovered that, in a peculiarly senseless, UHoemly gnioe^ 
envy was endeavouring to steal iikto their hearts. 

The strong inducements which wives and fathers have to 
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gl^ry m Hkt ktaonikle •«)ogiiiiiM hmtowed mi a coiiMrl or 
ion, are wiiat binder either tliemtelTes or manldndy firooi sno- 
peeliai^ tho* Ikej oan be liidde to be affoetodi on heoring them, 
Willi pftinfidt enraoas emotioiis* 

Whttk poffttoalMRly makes tbe propenmlf , to wlueh fiitbere 
wba are aot very aoUe mtaded, are prone, to be jealow el 
the mperioriqr of a mk, bo often e«eape pbeerrationy ib, that 
men oemmonly give tbeir sons an ednoation fitting them for a 
higher alat&oa in the world dian that which they themgelves 
tIL In the iniancy of their children, immersed in the thought 
of their Intmre lot in life, they often hearken soMy to that 
deniv of adraneeaftent, whidi natove has implanted in the 
heart of atost men, with each infinite bearings, as to include 
aaseng its objects the destiny of the posterity wliich shall suc- 
ceed them. Bat if the sons, profiting by their edacation» 
pnyve th«Bselves, on their arriTal at manhood, fit to stand in 
the world on a higher level than their fathers, that indefinite 
wisb fioir their advancement, which had arisen in the latter 
from their identifying their sons, in imagination, with them* 
selves, fieqvently gives way to jealeasies and regrets. Th<By 
secegaise^ with paiofal emotions, that the son whose name is 
more hoaorably renowned than Iheirs, is a totally distinct 
personage from themselves. 

I believe that a fttfaer does not often derive a lively, untrou- 
bled jay, from witnessing his son's superiority, even where it 
b tim fruh of the education which he has given him, unless he 
be detached from personal ambition, and that he be conscious 
«f having auide the best use that he could of the advantages 
of education and situation which he possessed. 

When a father who has gained celebrity by the exercise of 
flonse bcflliaat talent, has a son anxious to tread in his steps, 
he gives him, with the fondest affection, the lessons that may 
i|«ai^ him for the attainment of his purpose, so long as lie 
believes that the talent which he is aogniring will be of his — 
tlie fttfaer's --creation, and a duplicate of his own. But as 
soon as the youth discovers an original genius for their fieivou- 
rite art, and determines t6 adopt in it a different method from 
hie fiither's, immediately the latter takes offence, and thence- 
forwardy should his son promise to rise to a higher reputation 
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aas UmaeU; Tiews kiai Willi profiMnd aaiiMiity, as an in* 
ndliaf I iaMdent HvaL 

It is true, tinil the MiBt'u atteehment to the paittealar pria* 
ciples of the art in question whieh gaide his own praotioe, asf, 
irithoot any mixtqre of eoTf, ffll him with rs sanft ao nl agahsl 
theaanwhoy slighting his adriee, departs fironi then^ as sap* 
posing ihat a disrsspestfid p t B sum p t ioB mst hai?a haan Wt 

•nly BMdre* 

The son too, who {>dieTes UnMelf to have a laliart af ibe 
same iiatnre widi tiiat of a distingnished fctliert doea seaw* 
|iaes» Anpin presumptoonsly imagiaing that ha hak a a^erier 
g«nin$i despise his connsela. HoweTer» what prorea to aw 
thai filthars are too prone to envy sons whom Aay pereaiYato 
have aoqaired greater illustration than tlteoMelves, hy thseop- 
fvoise of a similar khid of talefit, is, that they can readily pity 
and fbll^ ve s^s who look en their lepntation with an arrogant 
disdain, from helieriog that they are about acqoiiing one 
^hioh shall eelipse it, should they fiiil in the attempt ; while 
the arrow of pdgnant resentment rankles, for erer, in their 
hreitft, should sons, who refuse to hearken to their preeeptsi 
in establishing mles for the exercise <tf an art or proftssion to 
whidif in common with them they apply, really arriTO at oat* 
ahining them. 

An envious dr^sd of being SHrpassed by a sim, is aniaghd, in 
a fiutier*s heart, with wishes for his welftre mA a desire to see 
him an l|onour to his fiuaily, which ^ead over it an alaaest 
impenetrable vei). Yet does it often, by its secret operations, 
binder those sentiments from exoitiog him, frankly and warmly, 
to promote his good to die utimest of hi/i power. It makes 
)l|m view, with the ^eowl of disappiobation, the talent by 
which he woi|14 he <Hunpet^t to rise to inninpnce, and con- 
demn htm to Itoil at some employment revol^iiy to his 4afilina- 
lion. It even engi^s him to be too merrepiiryt sinae it hi- 
dnces him to wish his son to he considered, on aooouut id his 
wealth, rather than for talents entitling him to oelehrity. la 
short, it is a great obstacle to bis taking orer a son, still yonag 
|snfM^gh to be in want of a guide, th^ influence which a fisther 
ought to have, since it c^munuaicates to his b^biinottr to hiia 
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a eeldiiMs, a liardiiMtf, atid aa air of fnflpieien, that fotaHy 
destroys kis eonfidence in liim. 

Wbore an ennoos disposition, in a father, b not, from 
want of a cause, called into action, he still does not manifest 
thaS orerflawinf tide of generous, disinterested affection for 
Usas^ which fiUs tka Jieart of him who woiild> in erery dir-i 
CBisfa » «b ais i s e r al y f^oios fiu seeciag marited asdagkins 
haapod on his Son's bead* 

Is appnaia la me that the gpreater nmnber of Others would 
nerer desive that the youths with whom they are connected 
by paternal ties, should become wiser or more reqpectable 
than themselves, were not pecuniary considerations frequently 
mg^Dt in pointing out to them the advantages that would 
oas««» ahaoU a son have the diraretMin to npair their fanlta. 



NOTES TO THE NINTH CHAPTER. 

{Seepage 430. J 

(a) My olMfervations on tlie world do not sanction me in the belief tliat 
metbars are disposed to enry their children : yet I am aware that, if a 

• 

woman treat her daughter unkindly, her conduct will be ascribed to enyy a 
nMMuaad times for once that raoh an accusation wlU be proffered ^(aittst the 
Srtlur, wlio behaves to hU son with an unwarrantabls coldness. In tho 
stMte of soeiety« wherein a very forced developement Is givfga in 
len to the pas^n of nmity* in consequence of every o^ortunity beinc 
them to cultivate a taste for amusements calculated to excite it» while 
they are ezduded from any share in such employments as commonly render * 
thooe who eicercise them, too high minded to be vain, I make no doubt that 
aoBse mothers may 1»e found— though I believe that their numl»er is much 
asaaHer tiuin is frequently imagined, — ^whoee insatiable desire to ezdte admi- 
taAmt hy their personal charms, makes them look with iU will on the 
•f their own daughters, or feel a wish to conceal theniy lest their 
should betray diat tiuir mother's age must be greater than she Is 
willing to own. Of this, however, I am convinced, that, where Ul hahits 
havo not perverted women's disposition, unmixed sentiments of pride and 
pleasure are usually called forth in them, by the praises which they hear 
bestowed on any of their children. Even the mother, still young and hand- 
aome, much oftener thinks her beauty heightened and rendered more Inters 
cstlng by her appearance In company with a Uvdy grown up daughter, than 
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ahe feeb aay JcAtoasy of Mng Uifwwn in tht dMde ky ber. If her 
nal pride and tenderncH usoaUy, In tUs lr;^g OMJinictun^ prevani her 
from experiencing eny emotion of enry, it may be inferred that, nppoeing 
this hateful paaeioa to be an inmate of her breast, it doee not taha her chtt- 
dren for Ita object. 

Mothers are aometlmee nneaiy at sering tf^Ir ehOdroi hr meee dkcin- 
giUihed than themadme, by the cohivatioa of their mind, or by brinfamt 
na tw e pM iMaiil a ; bttt th^ d hphn a uw 4mm oat apriag flwn ety. It is 
occasioned eitliar by tlie belief, . early, perhapa, Impnaaad wm than hgr'-aa 
authority that they rererenoed,— that theee talanta whidi their ahiUraa e». 
crdae,. are saperfluoua or pemiciooa ; or else by the dread tha^ if th^ fv^ 
eel them greatly in liberal knowledge or skill in the fine arts, there may juo 
laager subsist between their sentiments and tlioee of their mother such a 
liajrmeBy, as AaJl secure to her ber ftill share of inftaenee over them. Wo- 
awn, lb Iha eapadty of mothen, aa weB as of wires^ are very anzloos to 
retain, ovsr the 4l#aBta of thaaa rriatiana, an asce nd ency wlilch they fwl to 
be their due. Alarmed, therelbre, at erery eireamatanos which aeama to 
threaten to weaken what they poss ess over their children, they asmalimre 
allow as much Jealous susceptibility and ill humour, when the latter are 
■oqniring a &culty to distinguish themselves more than they by brilliant 
taknt^ as if they had an cnvioua wish not to be outaliooe by them. How- 
over, ahould their children, by their affsctionate attentions, calm their 
ftara of not being considered by them with filial love and reject, all tiie 
diaplaaatira with which they view thefar aaental auperiority, will quickly 
vanish, and allow of their taking unfirigtoed pkasore in witnaaslnf the high 
cateem that the society aniund may testify to them. 

There is one case, indeed, in which mothers oammonly evinos n very 
unworthy Jealousy of their daughters ; and that i% when they loak fisrwd 
to being supplanted in power by them. 

This arrives when, being married to a man who has a good eetatc^ and 
pn male issue, they have a daughter who is heir to it. 

The idea that should they survive her fiither, they will see her mistras 
of a house and property over which they now, perliaps, eaardae MniimStorf 
away, rankles deeply in their mind* 

To save themselves what they conceive to be a grievoua inMiifliallini, 
they frequently prevail on a husband to leave them the half of hia tetviH, 
or periupe the whole of it during life. 

Far better would they be prepared for following him to that world un- 
known, whither no earthly treasure can be carried, were they taught to 
enhdne, by a magnanimous exertion, their Jealousy of a daughter*s succes- 
rfoB to her falher*s estate, instead of havfaig it allayed by the tnuaaCer to 
them of wealth which should naturally devolve on her* 
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CHAPTCR X. 

THOUGHTS ON THE MODE OF TRAINING MEN TO A 
RIGHT DISCHARGE, OF BOTH FILIAL AND PARENTAL 
I>UTI£& 

Tbe reader nwy eoadode^ tnm the olMervaiioiM ooiilMiied 
in ihe foragofaiir du^^ter, timt) onder a thoronghly wisely oom- 
biaeii aysfeem of sodal order, I judge that measures; haying 
for object^ on one hand, to warm sons with more emuhition to 
prove themselves worthy their descent from a justly honored 
fiither ; and, on the other, to render efficient for good pqr- 
poees, the wish which fiithera feel to vie with a distinguished 
son, would he universally in very active operation. 

I shall now give m few hints concerning the particular bear- 
ings which I consider that measures, adapted to the accom- 
pUshment of these ends, would have. 

f h — OomcenUnff Ae method tf ifutiUing into sons, a tahOary 

spirit of emulation toith their fathers. 

First — I have heard that a father has, commonly, more of 
that species of ascendency over his sons which kindles in them 
a wish to prove themselves worthy of him, when he is not the 
nltbnate object of their filial reverence. As, for instance, 
iriien it occurs that his father again is still living, and diat, 
inconsequence^ he is placed on a level with his children, by 
the obligation equally incumbent on all, to treat their common 
ancestor with profound respect* 

If this principle be accurately deduced from observations on 
hui|um nature,—- and I believe that it is,— there b reason to 
tUnk tiiat a separation of men into different classes, according 
to their age, and the establishment of institutions proper to 
assign to the old a highly honorable rank in the community, 
would greatly focilitate, to fathers, the enterpiise of stirring 
up in their sons such a spirit of emulation, as would deter- 
mine them to endeavour to vie with them in the datplay of 
talents and virtues* 
. We may also infer, from this principle, that, in order to 
make a son anxious to prove himself worthy of his father, it 
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is not enoogk that he bo tangkl deeply to re«peet him. His 
sentiment of filial respect requires to be judidoiisly temperad^ 
by one of compaaionsliip with his £ither. 

I therefore eondnde that the system of ■edncatiim so fice- 
qnently adopted, which engages children to lode up to tbair 
parents with onqualified awe, as to In&lUMe goTcmoiirs, iaaa 
errsneovs owm, ■ as indaed every systsoi BMnt he which dsparSs 
fMi t«raelty,«-it is adcnkted So naka filial i hfcsismi vaigH 
as imperioasly» as le stiie in thtm any wvhySo whMi.ltey 
might natoftlly he disposed, to live isompaniomiUy with thair 



Sscsttdly-^The Mly^ordesly devvlopemeat «f women's miMl» 
weald eaalrihnle powstfally to eomile In aims amalatien withm 
fiither*s intellectaal and moral worth. 

Baas warn laeoraparaUy aMca incliaed ta amnbta a aaother 
wham ihey hi|^y raiyost, than an aqoslly mpeotable fathar. 
Let the praiseworthy qoalitiea of the fonnflr ha ftshlssied witk 
snoh dignity, that her sons may recognise them to be per- 
vaded by a principle, an obedience to which would do ho- 
Boar to themselves, though it might prescribe to them a dif- 
ivsaitnage of positive dntias, faom tibosa to the perfermaaoe 
of wfakh it iaspels thair mother, and, if thay ba eapabfe of 
haviag magnammons sentiments awakened in them, they will 
emabrta her example, by doing as they Aiak that she wanld 
do wereshe ia their place. 

Their ambition to equal her will also he qnito pure, fraas 
hamg antirely aaconaectad with a proad dssiia ia anrpsas het^ 
It wiU be merely derived from their aenaa of ite aaSiva waortk 
ef those qaaitfties whieh timy admira*ia her, and a coavictloa 
that, by making them floarifth in dwiaselres, they asaat add ea 
their owa iatrinsic value. 

' When their emulation is tiraa fomiad by their adaiiratiea af 
their mother, it naturally flows Irom her to ebda vsoad thair 
ftAer; if he else he woithy of being taken by diem as amsiM) 
and tiiat lie liva with Imr on terms ef parfeet eoasord. A 
■wtfaar is so mush the natond madiam shaiaaght to aonaacs 
together the father and children, that both faities spavta^ 
aeonsly seek to apprssimste, by sympathy^ their di^paritions 
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iHMBoaloiisly %• ken, tiid, in doing «o, their sitnds tkonld be«> 
oetno pei^Mlly altnned to eaeh other. 

When the emnlatioii which has been kindled in eons hj ah 
•dauMtioa of a notheKs rirtaes and talents, expands so widely 
aafo indnoe tliem to pass from one helored parent to the 
ether, and imitflUe the noMe sentinients of a revered fitther, 
ft e o atin u iss as pare in its more remote b e nr in gs on him, as it 
wnoy wlMn iriits Ibst rise it directed itself on n mother, li 
ilM disddfis uaj oHianee w4th prfde in superiority ; it is still 
eompatiUe wHh a holy delight in hearing merited encominms 
bestowed on a parent ; still, idl that it demands for the sons 
whom it-fiHs with a yirtnons ardonr is, that they shall prove 
ihemselves wonhy, by their greataess of seal, of their distin** 
gniriied origin. 

There are also other steps that might be tiAcen in the edu- 
eaftioD of sons, to breathe into their mind a noble spirit of 
emnlatien with dieir Miers ; but as they are the same with 
Aose that might, I think, be happily pnrsoed for training 
men lo eoneeire, respecting their sons, only laudable, profit- 
able sentiments of emulation, I shall now pass to consideting 
the mode of education most proper to form generons minded 



^ S^— CbfMCTMi^ Me fneAod t^f fsfOMwug bo^ io he gfwtnud Iff 
tike prineipieff ptopct to vender men toisef ffenerxfus^tnindeS 
jh^en* 



The ofiaien oeeass to me very gieneimlly to profofl, that it 
is needless for the parenSal instnwtors of boys, to apply 
ehmnaebieB immediately to the object of iaqprsssing on their 
asiads the principles of a good tM»mj(a) They rear them 
oonformahly to the maadm that, in regard to prc^iariiig them 
4er eonduotiag themselves aright, amidst domestio ties, it is 
fall sufficient to habituate them to love and hononr Ikmt pt- 
Mpts; for they take for grasted that a dntifol sen wiH always, 
when he comea to he ehavged witfi paternal duties, psovo a 
wise, ^plight faftiwr. 

Thoi^ I am well eonvinoed that the mnltilarions 4atteb 
imposed on mankind, lend each other soch mutual snpporf, 
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that he who acquits himadf coDseieiitioiialy of one of tli^pi. 
undergoes, thereby, some preparation to fit him for the 
right discharge of anotheri whenever he shall lie under the 
obligation to perform it ; and though this principle lieS: ali iho 
basis of the whole plan of social order which I have here ei^- 
posed ; yet am I persuaded that we should not ooAtent oi^r- 
selves with indirectly training youth, by ins^uctiiig tli^m in 
their actual duties, rightly to accomplish those in which ih^ 
may not be practically engaged till a dista^it di^t but resr 
peeting which every person, whose mind has received a fiil|» 
virtuous developement, must have sound, clear priotsiplaq. 

Paternal duties are among those of which every weU tnuond 
Individual ought to have a just conception: a youth, whether 
he be destined or no ever to be a father, ought to have a hear( 
deeply penetrated with a right sense of the prindples which 
ought to guide one. 'Tis necessary that he firmly implaait 
tiiem in it, that he may give to his own character a due^ ordedy 
expansion, and that he may prove a wise, vigilant guardian of 
the morals of the nation. But, to make the sentiments of a 
good father widely unfold within him, his preceptors moat 
directly apply to cultivating them in his breast. 

If it be true, as I have asserted, that the filial sen^menta, 
borne by a son to his father, have litde connexion in his mind 
with a spirit of emulation, while the paternal ones with whidi 
e fatiier views his son, greatly incite that spirit to mingle with 
them, it follows, that the pains which may be taken to awaken 
in a boy*s mind due affection and*reverence for his father, most 
be very inadequate towards preparing him to entertain a proper 
sense of a father's duty towards his son. 

A spirit of emulation is what particularly sets the human 
heart in energetic motion, and prepares it, when it is well 
directed, for displaying that indefatigable activity whidi will, 
after it has been thoroughly purified, render easy to it the 
practice of virtue. 

But while a spirit of emulation, when it is set duly in ope- 
ration, is, as I think, the prindpal motor that prepares the 
human heart for that intensely active state of existence in 
which virtue requires it to abide ; it also, where it is not well 
disciplined and directed, becomes, by deg'eaeratiiig into enry» 



the ndtt detotMiiig', foulest Tice tlu^ nmally deforms the 
Inmun mind. 

' A sysMm of eaacation mutt, therefore, be vitally defective 
wkieh does not nndertake to exalt and purify the spirit of ema* 
Hftioik nritf ia vain that it tries to cnltivatOy in youth/many 
meek» ainiable virtnes, which deserve to be ranked, where 
they are in a soil propitions to llieir growth, among the fairest 
prod o fltiana of the human mind. While it minutely occupies 
hsidf with teinist^riag in detail, to the youthful breast, those 
instroctions which seem proper to adorn it with the modest 
virtvA that it seeks to call foirth in it, it allows it to become a 
prey to vice, as far as it is under the dominion of the spirit of 
emulalion. This spirit, by becoming corrupted, may assume 
in it the qualities of a noxious element pervading its whole 
Ikioral soil, and rendering it unfit ibr any virtue to flourish 

However then, — mistaking, as we do, nature's plan, in the 
oonstmcdon of the human mind, for a simple one,-— it may ap* 
pe^ to us obvious that almost the sole principles which we are 
bound to inculcate on the minds of children, relate to their 
-BSal ^flfcligations, these obligations leave them in too quiescent 
n state for the principles which regard them ever to be ren* 
dered effectual to fill, with a truly virtuous energy, the chil- 
dren who may hearken to them, unless they be blended with 
other principles, more adequate to communicating to the spirit 
«f emulation, dwelling within the b6som of those children, a 
right impulsiont 

- lb teach them a range of principles competent, both to 
awakening in them a virtuous energy, and to making them 
adhere to their filial duties, it is requisite that, from the first 
dawn of intellect, their preceptors accustom them to taking a 
compi^ensive survey of the reciprocal obligations of parents 
4MDd their ofispring. 

*Tia while diildren are young, — ^that they have not yet lost 
'tiieir fettow feeling with the sufferings of man in the first 
stages of his existence, from believing them irrevocably 
cast behind them,-^that they can be taught impartially to es- 
timate the equitable balance that subsists between parental 
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and filial duties, wkea the pardaa aMUoaDy akaigad witk ^eaal^ 
are both enlightened and oonseientona. 
. WhennMaarrirt attWiaokof fiUlKViy Uis.thentoa kte 
ta gtra tbem instmaetiMia eoMamiqg ti^ dntiat ia^i^Mi 0m 
them by patemal tiea; for their ip«f of thkdunf {en tlie. w^ 
ject ia abeady^forme^ and Uiey aAere^ to i% wA taMnfty« 
They Danaidar themaahrea tM^afted witk» patriarahat d|gMty» 
'rhioh antitlaa thea ha«|^ily to ail^neai 0feB the ncaaaal 
ftiaady wha wmdd ppraanaM to oCnt thaa odMiao gatprnliag 
Vmot oondaot in their fiMBily. 

.* The atteBApt to. impreiB on the imada ci peiNonai atiB in 
yhildhood» juat» eohuipad prinoiplei, tooehiag the eonMlatlTa 
datiea of father and aon, wonld not be' aneh a friMlileai nav 
dIAenIt one^ aai judging firom the BMxim on whieh moal |tre* 
oeptora seem to regulate the moral inatractiona that they gim 
to their pnpila» I preanme tliat it wonld appear to many of 
them. 

. The mttdm whieh seems to me to determine tl^ natag^ of 
the moral instructions giiren by many preeeptom to their pii* 
fSiMp, is^ that the young are naturally inclined abatraiSly to 
deny the right of parents to exercise authority over their 
cUUren ; and they therefore attach themseltes principally to 
oonTindng them, that the natural- and refealed lawa of God^ 
ptttifaem in possession of it. 

JBut children are not in the leaat»— nnloffli whopft re«oIii» 
Sionary principles are expressly tnaght them,r-itMfinod to 
deny the truth of the abstract proposition which affirms dMI 
parenta hare aright to legislate for their offii^riiigs ner» wlien 
they evince n refractory, diaobe^Uent temper Awards the a»> 
thors of their ezistense^ is it fostered by their induigomeG* of 
the belief that they ilro not entitled to hear rnio orer tiiena-' 
: The> most self*wiUed youth uoknofrledges that pwsMahoId 
from nature an unalienable right to give laws to their chUdtvik 
JVsy, he oigoye achaowledging it»* foTrhia imi^nvtiea tikes 
pleasuDS in anticipating the time vhen he huocelf will bo ia^ 
rested . with a £Miber's authority. 

The rebellious spvit> therefore^ wUsh ho maniffiita 4oiraids 
his parents* does vM mginate inaof indi i mt io n ga n o i ully to 
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dMiy tbat kk dttty eoouBMidi Uiii to li?e i« fabJMlioii to 
tkeB. 

It orii^mtos in Ibo harah, oontmoted, notioMr frUdi he 
IbnM of a firthorff light lo elaini obodionoo from Itin eiiMrMk 
He tlnakf that Hk ofte wUoh Uttrat- Ua a« AiH lihoitf to 



• Thb dcgmdlBg iclia» ooOMrningthoiialiiroof patonMt aiMihOi' 
ritff toftaOf mUHntM agatimt lib v ii i i h ig k ifith wmmmu mi f m % 
poirer iidapledto ttaitttafauBg in iteiBn a nrajailii tya aia i of 
subordination beneficial to all pardos. He rel>ekiigMflit ^ 
iirhere it preaMi on hiinself) not^firoin hajfing* eoBc«if«d a rdgn- 
)ar, wen diff^eitad opinion^ thai the gy^amin et of th A a m ia 
too aereref and tliat attempta oaghty in jaslioa^ to be mmim lo 
eaat the oaagea prerailiog in aocioty iaAo a tehion* movO' fl^ 
•vonraUe to sons; bnt merely beoanse the defeming light, in 
wlii^he 18 accnatomed to riow pateniai anthorityy haa pfo- 
vented any fine, peaceable^ well-combined moral sentimeata 
Ifomrkingin kk Inreaat and attaelungliim toareapaataUeayi- 
^tem of social order* 

'Tk entirely aa adiaorderly being, wIm» pvefem. the gnUill- 
•cation of his nelfiah, perrerse inblinalMiia. to anbmisBion. to- a 
sway .wluch ho believes to Iw legitimate, tiiat he rebek agnlaat 
hk latlier. 

He. is not the less determined to enforce claims on^ a aatt*a 
obedience, whenever his doing so sbaUbe profitable to bimsalf, 
owing to his being released by nature, firom filial obligatioDS, 
and to his having attained to the station of head of a family. 

Ha lays his account for occupying one day, ia quarreling with 
.a son and heir, an inverse position from that which he now fiDs 
in dkpnting with afisdier. Looking tfioa it aa fixed ia nature 
that fiither and son shall ever be the bane of each other; nnoe 
tka harslM tyrannical use which the fonner may fiuriy make of 
hk power wiU always be resisted by the rabelliona spiiit of 
thelattec, he considers hk only .concern to be» to defend his 
'Own interests so well as that, in whichever of these janing 
relations he may be placed, he may triumph over, the parly 
wha.]paciprocaUy stands in .the other. 

A# the nndntifhl behavieor, then, too firoqnendy observable 
in ions, k owing, not to a refusal to acknowledge their fii- 
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then* paternal aotliority> but to the hatefal, tyrannical notiona 
which they form of its nature, the way to train sons to dnti* 
fulness is» early to imbue them with distinct eonoBptions of 
the sentiments which ought to reign in the bosom of a &iher. 
That they may learn justly to appreciate them, they most be 
taught to fix their attention on the species of inflnence whidk 
ihey w^ould takd on his conduct; and be made to discern the 
kind of education and treatment which an enlightened man, 
intent on disohargiiig aright his paternal duties, would give to 
his children. 

. The rising generation, from early infiuicy, should be taught 
•to reflect on the nature of paternal obligations towards itself; 
it should also, as parental and filial duties are commonieable^ 
be encouraged to meditate on the mode in wliich every person^ 
•charged permanently or incidentally, with the guardianship 
^f youth, acquits himself of the functions of its superinten- 
dent. 

Children should certainly be taught to obey, with alacrity 
and in respectful silence, the persons authorised to speak to 
•them with the commanding tone of a father ; their early initi- 
ation into an acquaintance with the principles which ought to 
direct guardians towards their pupils, should have for object, 
not to weaken the sentiments of filial reverence with which 
'they are bound to look up to their parents and tutors, but on 
.the contrary to strengthen them, by lending them the support 
of comprehensive knowledge and sound reason. 

A child should be taught that his parents and their repre- 
sentatives, are absolute over him ; but he should not, there- 
fore, be engaged to look upon them as infallible guides to 
him. He should rather be told, that there are no duties which 
mortals^ — unless they unceasingly watch over themselves, and 
sincerely pray continually to heaven, to aid their endeavoors 
' to do right, — ^perform more imperfectly than parental ones. 
: He should also learn to comprehend how much the morals of 
society, and the stability of the government, depend on the 
irreproachable fulfilment of them. He should be made to un- 
derstand, supposing the re*organiiation of society, which I 
'foresee, to have taken place, that its institutions lean particu- 
larly to the object of inducing parents to train their diildivn 
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to Tutne, widioitt seglocling their hfypinets ; and he should 
be tiaoght to regard all the respectable membem of it around 
hini aa so many friends, anxionsljr observing the kind of edndU 
tion given to him by his paternal guardians, and determined 
to bestow <m them, in the end, honorable marks of their ap* 
probadon, should his general character, after his arrival aS 
nmtority, and his exemplary, affectionate behaviour towards 
those guardians of his youth, depose in favour of the wisdom 
with which he had been trained by them. 

The child should further be assured that, though it did not 
become him, particularly at such an early period of life, tQ 
pass censures on the mode in which his bther and mother 
were conducting his education, yet that, after that their task 
in attending to it would be fully completed, it would be aa 
unspeakable satisfaction to them to learn from him, that they 
had accomplished it in a manmer to meet with his warm appro* 
bation, and to earn his profound gratitude; while, on the 
other hand, they would deeply feel a mortifying pang, should 
they observe him to hold, on the .subject of their treatment 
of him during childhood, a condemnatory silence. 
1 Discourses, addressed to a child, that were thus calculated 
to impress him with a sense of the importance of those duties 
which his parents were bound to fulfil for his benefit ; and of 
his own consequence in being considered by them as an inci- 
pient judge, whose i^probation ot the land of education that 
they were bestowing on him, they would yet be exceedingly 
aaxioas to obtain, would be very successful in teaching him to 
understand the sentiments that ought to fill the bosom of a 
fiither, should he be accustomed to hear those discourses 
]»oflered by his parents themselves, and should their whole 
behaviour prove them to be sincere in uttering them. 

Thus, should an affectionate, disinterested Anther, sineerely 
bent on ensuring his children's future weal, without any un« 
necessary sacrifice of their present happiness, sometimes say, 
wilh a genuine tone of feeling, to his son : ** You will yet be a 
judge of the defectiveness or rectitude of my qonduct respect- 
ing you. I wish you to be so ; for no higher ambition have I 
— ^relatively to obtaining the approbation of mortals, — ^than to 
be pronounced by you, to have been an excellent fathen Some 

vol.. III. 2 £ 
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of. ay proceedtngft lowidb yoo, yoo mqp Mt exBdly i^ppvovo 
4^; for I am rabjod to orror* and beaidesy. no two todiridiiab 
iiavo ovor in all xeapoela tho aaMO way of thinking; but I faapo 
ihai yon will in tho Bunn» when I am gone, lenMnibor mo at 
a paMrt ndio &ith6illy did hat dnty by you, and wh^kft yon 
n good osaaiplo to follow in yonr own oondnot townido yowr 
ohildren ;*' ah onid an osoajdary fclhor thna mako hio^ oom no* 
qnaiotod with hia aonfimontt oonoaain^g tho a mmq ata n a dnti a t 
which fallt to a paronC** lol^ aa wall at hit doaifo t» morit hit 
lively gratitndo for hit oonAacttowarib him, and hia hop» that 
the xomombranee of. h may tonw, whon ho it Uaiarif a 
to qniokon hia rteoHootion of the dntlet inonndMnt on 
hit wordt will matho on liit aon't mind a poworlol inipreatio% 
adaftod al onoo to heightening hia fflial ai«etioD, and to wann- 
ing hit iMaft with a dear a pp f o h e n tion of thetentHnentanp- 
pg o p g i a l e to a good Ihthor. (b) 

Childfon thoold eaeriy bo taught to eompreh o nd, thn* to 
tynnnito aa infant nodtv i^i^tteneo (rfiighdy ditoiplining it» ion 
dmaMlbl aot of oppfettiott* Their attention oonM re ad ily ho 
tnmed to diat view of the edoontion t»f yonlh^ whioh ootreo- 
ptnd t to tho oAoo of ttt inttmetora; fcr tnch p t aat uit do 
thoy take in the idea of osoNiting tho an th o rity ho Wngi tg to 
pa rel t or their dopptiet,» thai it would not ho diflBatoto^oB- 
gagutbam to ttndy the prineipleawhieh ooghf todetenniao 
*eir tnton' nwde of troating thern^ tiU they anrivO nt^a 
nttdoiatandiag of them* 

it k not onoagh to> nrako children tenrihle that tho 
of theiF gnardiant towatda then, at well aa thoiio towaada 
youngnr eomfaniona under ihohr protectioni thotdd evoa ho 
eharattoriaed by eompottionaie^ truly parantal leelinga ; they 
thould furthtr bo tanghtto oxporienee by antieqpatiatt thoao 
ai4ant:omotaont of Omnlalion whkh a generation of moUy who 

* l^at Uttle girls delight la ditchaigtng in Imagination the Ametlons of 
ptf«a»h wdl known ; tiace no ono donita Uitr thii piiOtciB |a«Mt a gnat 
taowOtyo to tMi> tawto-for amaiing tfitaiaiti with daBfc Ba^lhmiif* 
also are r€rf aanslble to a dmilar passion, may be coUeoted from tfaoir prone- 
nest to daiin aiithoi^ity 9r€t ooftipantdiii j«ang«r <liia t te a iad Tlh, Wbsn 
thej saooesd in sn t udtthig tkoo to thatar vwmf^ HMf toa h^^^amiJ^ mimm 
that they Iotb to be the depositaries of parental power, from cooodTii^ tbat 
it glvoi them a right to eketels^ tyratflical oppfcssioil. 
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wiHkc placed \m ailial vektfon wMi tksl to irMch Ih^f ap- 
pertain, will one d»f exeito in tlicdm 

A dMre may be kindled in tiieni le^dtinein tleeyee-ef 
their immediate poflterttfy and it maf be made to bkie with a 
fmAtfj whiehchidl prepare ^kem to eajoj the eoatettpkllon 
ef the traphiee effected in hoaear of a eon, oren theagh they 
■hiili be aaifa briHiant thaa thoeedediealedto themselree, by 
to n A iny tham to oemprelieBd hi oae tan^y the paternal aad^ 
ttlai niatien% and to traaslbr to theip own eaee tlie feelinge 
aa rak e a e d fai them by gympathy with afcther. 

They thooM tintafete be taogfht to regard the men of a go* 
a ea ation preoediag thein, aa peraoae aaaidaoasly eeenpied 
aboQt them, l>oth in qnality ef gaagdiam desiroeht of giving 
the» an edaeatlen proper Up inc rc a eo » to the atmofit diq^ree 
paaMle^-tiMiir hitellectaal and moral tahae*? and idao^ia that of 
candidatQs for ther eateem, amMtloaa- that they elMaH yet 
pronoanoe them to Iwve flUedy to the beat of their abMty; their 
•tatim npoa eavili aMlhlly and h eao niabl y, 

n»f shoald ieani to be^aware that If they d^ nat^ whife 
they hare ytt time to> labewr efetfaa lly to- proem^e it fiwitioni 
Ibelthe atima l B a of a pitfe ambitioa te merit, when Aey are 
agady thelhU apprehatlett of peraoae- fir more yoathM than 
Aey, tlay will be la-daagar ef iselliigaadh mortifieation, ahoaM 
they pe aao at aaiia aK>re wofAy than themaelToa of eateem, aa 
to be tende r ed by it ao deplorably maan and aelibh, thata eir* 
cBBBatance wUA oaght to be nnapeakably gratifying to the 
^fOd^ mamtly I that ef aeeiag a child of their training' do ho- 
aaarttfalieoaatry and hisapeeiei^ will eaute diem to become 
a prey t» piaing*, malignant t^sgreti 

By waa i i a g ) l» thenriad of ofalhlrett, into one tittae, llieir 
Butaaliy eaperieBiced fiial aeat&ienta and their anti^^wted pa- 
ternal oaet, yea may not only atir np in them a generona re- 
aolotlenf to labonrineeaaanUy to deserve the esteem of ihcfir 
•oaa^ and to eneean^ them to earn erwj tide to the applaaae 
ef tfeteiif fellow-eitislena, whi^ nature and fbrtnne may capaci* 
tate them tor obtaining^ bat yon may edBcite them to direct on 
thtAi ntlh^tis^ diai eaitdafiony net to i>e left behind in a pndse- 
worthy eareeTy which yon have awakened by presenting to 
thefar imagiaatieay inuiges. of their sons. Sfotrres engaging 

2e2 
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tlimft4o.pMMieri0gO3ciHm» toooenpy kitMrfnuly shIm)- 
nonrable plaoe, will rouse them to a detemmuitioii, to be » 
cve4it to tke fatber wbom thef kaow and lore, as well as to 
the son whose existeiiee is only inagtnaiy* 

Their natural disposition to be prond of whalew does hn 
near to a father can, by the wise presets of their gnariSmaM^ 
be easUy kept so foUy.in opeffation» as to piereMt any enrii 
desira to east hb worth into the shade fimn maziBg with 
wish to pffwe worthy him. TheurfiKal emohition wOl tfwn he 
of a poroy generoQs ldnd»and| by iadentilyingitself with what 
imaglnitfion .mahes. them abeady experienee as lathev«» wiD 
tend to prepare that» which their sons will really in the end«x« 
cite in them, for being eyially so* 

The care of thns training boys to feel the impulsion of a ge* 
nerons emnlation, at oaee relatively to their fathers and to their 
fiitnre sons, is one that mothers should partioalariy ehafge 
themselTes wttiu (e) 

The plan of edocatton which opens children's hearts at onco 
to an apprehension of filial and paternal doties, will nndonbt- 
edly be of little ami, if they be reared under theeje of a sd«> 
fish or viiuoua fathei^ who» by his eocample, confintia them in 
the notion, which they are too prone to entertain, Ihat frthers, 
though they have feaifnlly great rights, are not bound to the 
performance of great duties; eince they are pretty much at 
liberty to hearken as they please, to the suggeations of way* 
ward passions in their treatment of their children. The sona 
of such an unworthy &ther would therefore soon aeqnire the 
habit of endeayouring to escape, by stratagems, or,by open «e- 
hellion, from the pressure of their duties towards him* 

However no other plan could be devised for attaching them 
more stroQgly to their filial duties, or that would be more 
oessful in determming them to fulfil them, without bttng bu 
sod by the consideration of his ill usage of them. Were an 
at^mpt made to impress them with a deep sense of the ehli^ 
gatiouf of a son without adverting to thoee of a fathsr, ie 
wQuld not issue in happier results ; for though they would ac* 
knowle^lge the abstract truth of the principle tliat a firther^e 
rights on the' reverential sentiments of his children are abso- 
lute and unalienable, yet would they refuse to bend to the con-" 



trri'of a piiiidple io cmeHy oppuBwtf e>t<»tlwiB# EMamiit- 
•d tiierefore to aet ai andatiftil aons, yet beiierini; themielretr 
rery culpable in bo domg, they would secretly abhor themselves 
as beings warring against the immntable laws of virtue and 
order; and would be made so desp^irate, by the thought of be- 
ing at enmity with them that, should they receiye, from the 
audior of their exieteaee, intolerably great provocatioBs» it 
wwdd aot be sorpmsiagi dMold they be wveoght by them t& 
MiadBese, aad to ihe oonuaissioB of the most noniCreus crimes. 
It is llierefore requlute to the success of the' best combined 
system of education, that parents be constantly moved by a 
oonscientiousy disinterested^ desire to prove themselves, in the 
sight of God and man, faithful guides to their children. 



NOTES TO THE TENTH CHAPTER. 

f See page ^H. J 

(«) Some litUe care is bestowed oa tntnlm; gjirU to be good motkers. Yet, I 
ituve to affinn that, though it Is essential, towards the infusion through 
Che eodal eorps of a ylrtuou^ oenaolidatii^ spirit, that girls Im taught to 
lalM moch wider Tiews of the nature and extent of nuHemal duties than 
they are of their own accord dispoeed to contemplate, it is usually a less im- 
portant ooooem to inculcate on them than on boya^ tlie duty of always 
hearkening, in their relations with their offspring, to sincerely affectionate^ 
dOidntensted, sentiments. As enTious passions in women do not usually 
■ harlrle tlwlr maternal tendemees, from not being dispoaed to regard their 
vslaSlooe with tlaeir children, they spontaneously, in their conduct towards 
them, allow themaelYes to be guided eddy by the dictates of genuine^ un- 
signed affection. 

f See page ^^ J 

(6) It is peculiarly necessary to gire children profound and Just notions of 
parental duties ; because^ tliongh a general strict attention to the discharge 
flf Uum be of vital importance to society, nature does not incline mankind 
tm take them duly into consideration. Slie loads parents with oppressive 
cnre^ andj to ensure thdr not shrinking from them appalled, ehe ord^lna 
tbat hoOi the Imagination of all men, when they reflect on a parent's feel- 
ings, and the lieart of the persons engaged In that relation, assure them, 
ibat the love which human beings necessarily bear to thoee who owe to them 
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tMc-ttdpli^ofl^ fa>«M*, m wn^ma Mwrny iiwaiiwj m4» ftr «Im wiO&iv aft 
cbii4 Wif t9 • famil* Bqt mtext^ wlw JMrac cowflfitBt » «« hwni aa 
«nlivB drcle 9f wdprly tfntimwit^ iiaa, MgntMf lo ber iinal bmCImmI af 
proceeding, taken care tha^ while aentiiHenta of affection ahall predoauBate 
ao in a parent's breast, aa to render his task ligbt to him, they ahall, hj 
their rlvaclty, too much eflhoe hla aenae of the dutiea which he haa to fulfil 
towaraa aSa oApfiiifgv juHtt venae doea writead efftan myilarioiiiiy vi||a Ub 
i» ha m khad IMiiar,bnt aim w fcmwas kwikwiBa to m anmntiiiBj hada- 

to Mm Jwdnlynpi and fartniwaa leiwwda hi» <MI4 hfafcethf <f 
fitf liiaft. idaae thaniMlfaa hnfam hla —■■*■* Af iho daiiaa aidk^fc ha 

hfai^ aadpmiMda him that it lathay* not it, which diigiae hit in 
hia frvaar. Yet mortalsy in every relation of life oof ht to make a dear* 
well defined principle of duty reign paramount orer all thdr affections It 
la very evident, that in the quality of parenta they require to be ruled by it, 
ainoe their boaated afiiMtlon for their offiipring, doea not hinder thdr eom- 
mlaiion of Innumerable fiuilta in their treattmeat of them, aad «aa even 
reconcile Itaelf with a lary iyi a nni e al «bwa 0i iheir pnrvilal pvaraga- 
tif«a. 

Nature, in regard to the idaaa which aha diapoaw mankind to finni^ oen- 
eeming the aentimenta becoming 8on% puraues an invarae method from the 
one that ohe firilowa, in giving tlMai la^lMtiona relatively to thoae of &- 
thers. She indinea ua to a deep» awful aenae of filial duties, while she 
apeakt but lUtle to us of filial affection, otherwiae than as a parent may de- 
Mttte to excite It. 

thm nations who have sought to give to their Instittttioua goad maial bear- 
ings, stmdc with the sanctity of filial daties, have commonly, I believe, 
applied "with partlcubar care to engaging ehildrsn to tlw practice of than ; 
at the sama time, hearkening to tlie voice of nature, while die spoke to 
them of parental affection, they ooncdved that they might aafdy abandon 
to the father's powcer, liis own progeny. 

I do not think that they were wrong In marking their aenae of the aa- 
cred, Inviolable character of a son*^ dutiea. The profoundly aolenm idea 
which they conceived of them offered, I think, a Just standard to detcnnine 
the elevation that properly belongs to the duties both of dilldren and pa- 
rents. Bnt it seems to mo that, in a well constituted society, the goardiana 
of its morali, would attach themselves to fortifying those of our sentiments 
of order which are naturaUy confused and weak, rather than to relnfiNrciBg 
those that are naturally dear and strong. They would therefore less study 
the means of impressing on men's minds, a sense of their duties towards 
thdr father, than of those that they owe to their children. The sacred 
principles of filial duty, which they would find engraved on thdr own and 
all uncorrupted minds, would fix their attention, not so much team their 
Immediately having a dedgn to render their empire over the human heart 
more stable and universal, as because tbciy would judge them to offer a cer- 
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tain rale» for emdilinf theiii aoenntdy to «NMBivf how nmch liw duneler 
of tiUMe prindplM of paternal duty, wlilcli every well diapowd bmii, alMold 
■tody to impieea oo hla heait, 4a elevated uA aaered. They would I think 
leeegniee a redproeal oorrapondenoe li e li rec n the dutiee of the parcnt and 
the chili, and they would alao pttoeive Aat the fotiner, by a ftUhfhl* nohb 
dieahaf)i;o of theee wUoh ^e^wea tfae^M«v caaiuliy cnK"0 him to prao- 
tiee hia filial oae% and moreoTvr inipin hind with « pe^onnd «ltaehmHit to 



Hm fiwt that natox^ in ngwd %o paternal and filial x«iation% haa only 
wiltlaB in onr breaett In dear indelible oharaeten, the lawa tiMt ought to 
guMo eno of the partiee engaged in them, is a leaaon why children ehould 
be laoght the duties of a father In their connegdon with those of a eon. 
Ihey daoidd be told that, though the duties of children are abeolute^ so 
'dial they cannot ^ tvleafled from them, even by the unworthy conduct df 
a pavent, y«t ehoiOd a ftither endeavour to net with such gtundeur and 4ii»- 
JniiriiliiiBiii, -m to meilt «o be ifae ^l^eot of Ihat i MiuritiBn and doratadi 
new to his esrrlce, which ought to animate Us ton* 

A good &thsr should ngnhite his mode of proeeeding towards his off- 
spring, on the principle of gtvin^ such erpanslon to the partial hints which 
we hare receiTod fiwm nature^ concerning paternal and filial sentiments, as 
that all her dictates to each of the parties engaged in this connesuon, shall 
generate in the mind of his eorrehite corresponding thoughts and feelinga. 
Thus, while he pitches lihi sense of paternal duty, at the same deyatlon at 
whtek nature has placed our eense of filbl, he should do all that lies In 
the msntfMtntlon of b tenderness which no selfish passlan oh- 
be to his children, as far as it Is possible, the ol(|eet of a filial 
nActioB, answering to the lova whhdii as nature tella u% ought to unrm 
a lather's heart, 

f See page 436. J 

<c) The eBhihfctb>nhyn mother of each fimmem of mind and principle^ 
that ahe will nothe weakly Indii^gsnt'to her aons, doea not conunonly pro- 
▼eat their aecordJog to her a great ascendency over their dispoeitions and 
ways of thinking ; but this salutary ascendencji^ which leaves it so much 
In her power to form their character, they refuse to grant it to her, if they 
he noit eottvlikced of her bearing them a fhU, unqualified, maternal lord. 
A eoit wfll not think that he-ooeupies in his mother's alleetiona the place 
hohmgingithiaib "^ ^ pertelve-that any of her offspring are more dear to 
hm fihan heiik OSie mother, ?terd«K% who indolgee in partfadl^ fo.ono 
af har ohUdrba above a parthwlar eon, oemmU% ovsn though shemay haue 
tha Intention In take equal cans of his pecuniary interest^, a grievous fault. 
It ia one -that may become the cause of his launching into vicious eseesaei^ 
by engaging him to slight her counsels. 
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CHAPTER XL 

rr IS NECBB8ARY, IN THB EDUCATION OF GIRLS, CAmBrai«LY 
TO TBACH THEM TO FORTIFY THEIR HEART AOAIN8T THB 
ASSAULTS OF ENVY. THEY SHOULD ALSO LEARN TO MODE- 
RATE THEIR WISH TO BE LOYED WITH PREDILECTIOIT, 
WHETHER BY THEIR FRIENDS^ OR ACQUAINTANCE. 

There is nothing, I think, in which the pertinacioos dispo- 
sition of mankind to look to a state of innocence, rather than 
to one of Yirtne, as their point of perfection, is more eonspi- 
caons than in their endeavours to keep children,— ^putiealatiy 
linle girls,— imaeqiialnted with envy, iastend of teaehfiig then 
to overcome it. 

Were there any point in regard to wfaidi children ought to 
Be treated as if their perfection consisted in the ignorance of 
evil, rather than in a knowing determination to fly from it» it 
would relate to the laws oi modesty ; to whicli, sooner than 
to any other, they ought to be led to conform, without being 
invited to reflect on the subject ; since modesty is a quality 
that serves as a safeguard against the inroads of a paarion of 
which children are as yet ignorant. 

Every other passion conducting to vicious excesses, tiioagh 
it may become more complicated in its operations, aad cm- 
brace grander objects in after life, evidently subsists in chil- 
dren. Pains ought therefore to be taken in their edneatieB, 
to guard them against it, and enlighten them on its fttal re- 
sults. Yet, how often do the tutoresses of young girls» chide 
them, angrily, for some departure from modest customs, — 
just as if they might be expected to know how to recognise, 
from native instinct, the importance of them,r— while, instead 
of warning them against envious emotions, with the nature of 
which they might often become thoroughly acquainted by a 
ainoere examination of their own heart, they frequently seek 
to conceal from them its obnoxionsness to being laid waste by 
such a malignant passion, hoping thus to induce them to such 
R wide cultivation of kindly feelings^ as shall leave that pas- 
sion no room to take root in it* 



-eKAf. XI.]' BOOK IV. 441 

Ereiy oBe> howerer, seems oonvinoed, that a great deal of 
jealoiM competition subsists among yonng girls : though this 
ojnmon may be greatly exaggerated, there is, nevertheless, 
Boflicieiit tmth in it to convince me, that they ought to be 
taught to vanquish, by a direct combat, envious sensations in 
their heart; and that their preceptresses ought not to trust 
entirely, for the exclusion of this passion from it, to their 
ability to fill it solely with generous sentiments. 

Yet, I am well aware of the mischiels which would accrue, 
>if totoressee, who were neither distinguished by the elevation 
nor delicacy of their sentiments, were to think themselves at 
liberty, whenever they were in a jteevish humour, to accuse 
.their pupils of viewing each other with envious eyesA. 

The insisting indignity of sudi a diarge, would degrade the 
lone of their sentiments, and make them become the envious 
•creatures which they were reproached with being. 

To correct girls of such unworthy propensities, is an nn- 
dortakiag wluch mothers and tutoresses are not always capaci- 

• fated to succeed in. It is one that, therefore, the guardians 
of yovng girls, in the houses of retreat, ought attentively to 
i^ply to. There, where a number of enlightened individuals 
•of both sexes, would inspect the education of the young per- 
sons received within their walls; where they would be ob- 
'Served by each otiier, and constantly compare opinions; it 
might be expected that reason, Inmidied with every useful 
'datum whidi obserration and experience could bestow on it, 
would preside over the lessons given to* the pupils, to exette 
*lhem to resist, resolutely, the suggestions of envy ; so that 
the leetidres which they might receive on this subject, would 
never be dictated by blind passions. 

• I believe that the most effectual, as well as most amiable 
way, of determining a young girl vigilantly to repress, in her 
*boson, the movements of this odious passion is, in general ob- 
serrationsj-^whether addressed to her, or forming in her pre- 
'Sence the topic of conversation of a society of grown up per- 
ftons,^^to represent it as a moral weed, indigenous to the soil 
of perhaps every mind, and dien to trust to her own lealous 
cares for the extirpation of it from hers. 

Bnvy appeariF, even to children, so vile a passion, that 
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there M« but few ef them who, if Ihey he tengilift dnH tliey 
jtre ssl^ect to he •ttAelci, wiU net he roaeed vietarioaily te 
wiliiitaiid them. What gurdians ehosld partiedbrlf ^ffi^j 
fte> w, teaohittg their pupib to watch erer ereiy poist at 
which thki pasiion may attempt to ioTade their mind* 

They ahonld warn tlram tliat, knowing iH #wn aftpeet to he 
ae deformed as that» were it openly leeBy it wooid not he 
tolerated as an inmalo in ahnost any hrea0t» it dR^gnises it m^ 
der aveS-of snoh plansihle pretexts, that lew are the persons 
whMi it does noft deceive^ and proTail on to giro oenaent to 
its iodgpng within thanu 

It is also advisable that die liatening f^pik shonkl be 
made acquainted with the venatilty of the insidious vice in 
qnestioB, wbichis sneh thatt when wo refuse to bend to ita in* 
Auenoe in oondnota^g those social relationa with whteh st is 
most prone to intermeddle^ it turns to others rsspesting whieh 
wo are less on onr guard, and surprises us into trinng fidse 
views of the obligations that they presaribe to us. Tb co»- 
panions — ^they should l>e told^-4hnt giA am most tempted to 
view with an envious ill wili ; yet, though they should lenm to 
take uiifeignod pleasure in -eaoh other's triumphs^ they shodM 
jmt for that ihtter themselves that envy is unknown to them. 
They may feel this panrion towards one ocmipaniony thos^ 
they do not inrospeet to another. They may 'be moved to it, 
.aoHNtiaMS, on witnnssi«g the permanent advantages psmesssd 
by arival ; sometimes on bohoMh^g su ceess e s that pause but a 
momentary oacukatioo* Asister may^ in some nssss, bethe 
olgeot of iW though* in othem, both pride aad^afisetion may in- 
dufio thorn, with onieigned joy, to Uston to ker §mim4^ 
They may be insensible to penonal raotivsa to envy, yiet th0 
ooufMtiter who hours away oome priielrom a firther^rfaotfier 
juay be the olgeot of their jealous hostility. EnVy may mii^le 
with their patriotic feelings, and maifio them rsfime to dn ju#- 
tiee to the worth of the antives ci other eountries. 

They may oven bo envioo% ftom individual |»ide^ yet seloel, 
for the objects of tliis passion, persons with whom timy kave 
apparently no inducement to vie, and qgninst whom tlm tnie 
motive of their displeasure is .not easily disoemible.^ 

This happens wlieii, instead of eavyii^ to any ptfsmi of 
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ipMi veantiM, iImm poM#8aed by an uidiridaid of the othtf, 
MtboogbtlMy-iaffwredy «wpiig to hm enjoyiiMBt of tlien« » 
pecwNiil u^Hiy* It i« iMvally die diatinetiom whkh exalt 
abore them one oi their nearest male relations, that iniici ob 
Aem a paag «f aaortifioatiom The ia^ioos laetire of their 
ideally ooooeala itielf the aaore e fle e m ally, beeaaee, whea the 
iulaihwi, "viiioae first ■occ eiseo gaf<e them vmbnfey is raised in 
the ae^oelt ta a hifjiih pitdi if f;l9>7> ^^ ^^^VT ■P^'it with 
which they had been accustomed to view him, instead of bein|^ 
strengthened) nsoalty dies away» and is fenced by pride in 
being eeaaeoted with Wnu 

Yaui^ girls shemM then be taoght, that the maKgaaat pas- 
siotie irindi dispose to envy, can never be entirely <extix|Mtted 
horn ihalv breast, till they cap not only eee, *«ritho«t feelings 
of mgrH, a rivalli trinmpii, bat tiU they can permanently 
piaasne in acknowledging the w^rth, and excosingthe 
I, ef every nation and ef ery indiWdnal. HU, in ehort, 
ymr i mtonia l dis p os it i on becomes, throaghoot, eheerfial and 
serene, like a 4do«fleas sky, aU radiant with the lifl^t of a 
baboy aprkig. 

They aiiealdfaither be taoght that sweh an intemai calm, 
ia nea oaiy, indispensable to the perfection of theb own oha- 
raetsr, b«t is asvally so, towaids their obtaining mnch i»fl». 
onee oFerinen, and ia paiticalar towards their being dityosed 
to nuke a good ewe of iti(6) 

inordertoonable the pupils eflbotnally to gaaard against 
envioiis propensities, the aecessi^ of vaaqnishing that morbid 
enmng to Im an tinivenud faTomrite, to which girls ane often 
pHHWy onght tobeeariy iacnloated en thcan. 

They should be taoght to look upon soeh • erasing as a 
littleness which, if it be not timely soppreeaed, will, probaMy, 
foader them misendl>le through life, and defeat ita own pm^ 
pcoes, becanae wobmu cease to interest once it is perceivied 
that they seek to please, not from a socitd, but a selfish mo* 
tive. 

There is bat one afieetieDr--«Mght it be t<dd tliem,~wiiich, 
when a woman is sincerely moved by It, aataraUy inspires her 
with an ardent anxiety to be the object ef redprecal love. 
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That M the affaction which a fond wife be^ra to Jior Ima bi a d , 
Yet the most teader husband— should it he obtorred to Uma— « 
is fineqnently disg^nsted, on finding that his wife is leia en- 
grossed by affection for him than bya wish to be waimly lored, 
by him* 

• A hct, — ^tliat can never be too deeply impressed on the. 
pupil's mind, — ^is, that women's true happiness, in every iel%* 
tion wherein they can be placed, results much mom fii^em tho 
tmider affections which they feel than from those which they 

To form young girls to the habit of feeling, a calm confi- 
dence in their preceptress's or mothers affection for them, and 
of wishing to merit their approbation, without tronhUog them- 
selres with jealously fretting from a belief that a oompaniosi 
is more beloTed than they, requires that their ed u cati oPr ^ 
both public and private,— be directed with ddlL They ahonU 
be treated with real impartiality, and yet little eTideot oum 
should be taken nicely to adjust the proofii of kind attenliaiiL 
bestowed on each of them. A scrupulous soUcttode in^parp 
tially to distribute them, would rouse the pupils to think 
constantly on the subject, and tempt each of them jealoody to 
iremark whether the scale inclined enough in her fr vour. 
. Those whose personal appearance was deplorably disadvBii- 
tageoui, should, no doubt, be treated with great tsndemiosa % 
yet not in so especial amanner as to lead them to think that 
they had a right to meet with peculiar pity and indnlgenee*; 
such an idea would tempt them more freely to yield to aspe- 
rity of temper, and to treat their confanions with ill nataEo^ 
which girls, whose exterior is very unfiivonrable^ are often 
incited to do, by the mortification whieh their peioeption of 
^eir want of attractions causes them to feeL 
. However, let a mothei: act in this respect, ever so jndiciooaly^ 
her daughter's thoughts, while she remains entirely under Jiet 
care, so naturally turn to the contemplation of the happiness 
enjoyed by an idolised pet, that it is impossible for her alwayu 
to prevent a jealous competition, for a preference in her 
fiivour,f— 4M well as in that of the persons of her society, — 
from springing up among her girls, rendering one overbearing 
fmd another envious. 
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Aa a disposition to a foible of this nature is much more 
easUy corrected in a public education, this consideration is a 
reason inducing me to believOy that it might be profitable to 
girls to receive one for some years. 

Preeepl alone would not suffice to ibrtify the miadfe of young 
giris agunst the assaults of enry. It would be necessary also 
to place themy sometimes, — ^though not so frequently as to stir 
up within tfaein a fermentation disqualifying them for cool re- 
flMtioUy — ^in situations which might strengthen their resolution 
to orercome this passion* In games of competition, in their 
studies, they should constantly see approbation beaming fron^ 
their preceptress's countenance, when they acknowledged, with- 
plewore^ each other's merit, or when they permitted no spe-' 
doe of rivaHty to diminish their constancy in friendship. 
Nor, mdess there were, on the preceptress's side, a want of 
judgment and penetration, might it be feared that these spe- 
des of encomiums would encourage the children to make an, 
ostentatious and fidse display of generosity towards a riral* 
They would only keep them desirous and vigilant not to open 
to envy, access to their bosom. 

What makes so many females allow it some empire over 
tbeniy is that, from not having learned during their education, 
to fed the necessity of combating this passion, they have 
grown up with the conviction of being no wise prone to it. 

The pupils should further, in listening to the conversation. 
of their grown up friends, learn the art of censuring, with 
candour, with liberality, and with no other view than to com- 
municate to their hearers, finely developed notions, on the 
means of improving the virtue and happiness of mankind. 

. Tiwy fliioidd also be encouraged to disclose their ideas to 
their guardians, and to divert thismselves, in their presence, 
with aiteusing anecdotes ; that these vigilant friends might have 
the more opportunity mildly to point out to them whatever 
they ought to correct in their judgments, as savouring of mo- 
roseness, and to teach them to distinguish the jokes from 
which thejrought to refrain as being unkind. 
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{mynmjmhmdmmlkitiMmwkUkwmflt^tm 
dmm I im » HPiBl'^ Ummt fracied pM% ten 
4dai|ly tnloqpd t» t»kA lattfcit Im anj aMit bqpMd thow oT tWr 
fkniUf. Th^nodmolUiH U ktrwb amImoI adMitliMii baft 
tatioiiaiieiio«»-4MreMitlMybelm tbe pcwnt stats cf 
in a BiaiuMr to Utonlixe ihfdr views. 

lltej proceed aln^ pvdy from the ^BipodtleB wlikl^ tbqr wdl kiMw, is 
ilAMni la evwr ipeelBtsr, ts ceopsro sirten together. A di^osWea of 
thkhJaJHsstnei^rtheeMMesef dlsBsNiii^rfdimiietdways^ insene d^p«i^ 
.iasMietj. Ostm ei^t* theniM% ts he culif tsaght «» 
^ t e mptitl s n la MUf iews strilh iMd 
s&dwhioh oqghtto wsni. th«ift«f tiM dslp aC 
giTs a genersas cMine te their MBimfjh hy bflli« nvftoeDr JbH^ mhA hy 
roueiiig tfiemeelTeib msgnsntmeasly, to talu iJwmi in hesring tiie pniwi. 
of eoeh other. It would be the more essy for them wight they be taqghc 
to p er c e l TB^— 4ohdinve In Ale Idnd, aisttrly manner, dnee even tlie eel£- 
Itofo ef each wooM find ita aeeoimt in the sdminiion exdted by tlie othcn ; 
notliing nsually rendering tlie duurms of a glri more intereetfaiig than does 
har appearing as one of a Isrely band of sistsnt Graees wldeh» In an 
isolated &ir onc^ would be^ in a manner^ ofioehed» bseanM VH^^ 
tiytf when they are Tiewed in flwjnnetioii with tlMMi of othi 
females bdonging to tlw family. 

Tike Jesloosy, preraillng eo freqncntly among slsler% is the more dlsro- 
gardedy because it is rarely, or nerer, puslied to such an extreme aa to pvo- 
duoe strikingly reroltlng eflbcts. So fhr from two motually Jeslous sisters 
pioving always enemies tiifoagfa Kfe^ they sometimes appesr In the end, cadi 
other's best Iriendiu ghewld thsy, afW havfag amdondy Tied ^together far 
their dsliah davs. be ^■*«V">r!_ tlia ona MMMndv. Iks eihci 
naldy, the>ahMsy which oneediTldsd th«n wlU» pfnbaMy, bo 
In the coenpasrien wliich oopTorta one of the riwdo into nklad 
and in tlw senss of intsresl which induoes tlw odwr to court her fri 

But, though the Jealousies in question appear, in genend, imp stent to 
produee BI eflbcts, they, neverthdesi^ gi^oatly contract the mind of the wo* 
men who hare been, in thdr youth, • prey to them. Such pcnone esen- 
uwniy mahs ass of thsir inflnenee over their husbands and children, to per- 
suade them to sssk those dlsUnstlsna wfalsh apponnlly mdv the lot of one 
indlTldnd mors enviable than that of another, rather than 
them when, by doing s0| an opportunity Is oibred them to 
country and mankind. 
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£▼07 peraon's iDgtlnetiTv^iMings teach him to lik« to Me listen dwell in 
perfect hunaoDj together, as though the terms on which they liTed were 
a matter of some importance to society. Every person ihrinks, — as from a 
hateful stain on the social order, — ^firom the image of sisters manifesting a 
BostSe spirft to each other. Nor does the fceHng* which warns ns that snch 
amtfa»4sftRnhytfi|ihtieareslf tveiM; Hw His ftnrfllf unipistin an en. 
lightened aaHoD, ear In iii imiiiiiM wfc r ftrw«Mtf»atlHitloarwUriiit 
merits paid to the eljeet of tialning slslem traly la leifa eaeh olhar, wHh- 

9k&mfff lam iiii l >i ii d that Hi wasIA ha l aaH Hi i iHiikthe 
1} addthal^byelswtkif ihamlntfoCvanMB, itwa#dvlti- 
mately tend to qaallfy them hetler for contribming: to the maiBtenaaor of a 
aoUe systsm of national order. 

It is not,, however, by endeaTonrs to dud e, . a c oM^ng to the notfonv 
usually proTalling at preeent,-— the disposition of sisten to mutual Jealousy, 
tibat they can be eflbctually cured of this rloe. It must be atowadlyoppoeetf, 
a dyMeaey inilMi, oneb as thv oeearfan irUI aiiggw^ Wlmtmnfm^ die- 
itng^faasdhmArkiHli^ hot still arMi an iipWiii^im isMdi oar Mir 
Ifcs piili* ayea H theii Uahflj^ la its altalJwt and tathadatp yaa. 
to thfm of laasssaiitlv watehlna not ta ba aoBi^aed br It* 

fSse pagg ^43./ 

(6) The laborious employmente of men,i ■ undertaken for enda which 
generally dash together, — ^Iceep them engaged in constant competitions ; 
while their concentrated, sometimes wearied thoughts, are often accompanied 
with a dissatisfied feeling which frequently communicates to the spirit of 
competition that impels them to laborioas exertions, a sickly, enrlous 00m- 
^ezleo. They commonly require, Itt order la keep thrfr mind straqg to* m 
imm of geaetoua emalatloDy la sympathlM In tha Masly, biwiiiihil, aa& 
planld fifiitlmmtir, which «ra Mflfgcnlal la an 

fSupagt 444.^ 



(r)I bsiisvs Ihatlf gtoH paartoeaty la biglBalug ta dgh ftr aa ai^aihil^ 
MB wMi tha sweets of an amonma aHashmsat, waia tnajM eolgr «a foa. 
teid ar firiendly oBgpgemsnts fat paspertfam to tha rsal CTdfmant of 
their awn adRections^ the haUt of deriining to enter into them merely with 
a view to bdng warmly loved, would 'help to prepare them to be simple^ sin- 
cers and faithful, whenever they met with the lover of their choice. The 
vanity, the inconstancy, and the caprices with which women, sometimes^ 
wtfng a loter^ heart, proceed mostly from their tastfaig an InofdinBte and 
pleamwe In file Idea of tta frnponanea wMeb his lata sa aa ss theai ta 
fo'Ma eyssy whsama Ihsy augh!, primlpglly^ta ht waiOMd with a 
^af faiabalag dear la 
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CHAPTER XII. 

OPINION RBSPBCTINO THS PRINCIPAJU MOTIVB WHICH HAS SO 
LONO SXCITBD MOTHBBC TO OIVB TO THBIB SOILS THB 
VNJOATION AT PimBIT IN FASHION. 



Tfcoijil—iof 

in TonpM lor woiDOBy is ono thsS frosts tksn ss ocin^ mtnAy 
destined to be the orasments of tbe woild ; tlie nustresses 
proper to duum the Idsare honrs of men ; and not the com« 
panions on whom it is incombent to lighten, by sharing, their 



Mmrf nfleetiag peraoB is, I .believe, awsio that so^ utk- 
sdosatioa is loo soperfsisl ; sines it diraots itself entiioly en 
seeendaiy objeels, snd eonsiders them of primary in^ovtanee. 
Yet, in spite of the numerous, respe c t a ble censors, who harro 
long condemned it, it still maintains, yictorionsly,- its ground; 
nor does it iqppear that the fact, of its having acquired such 
extension that a very wide circle of die females of the mid* 
dling dssses are submitted to it, has as yet operated,«-~as it 
might be expected that it would,, — on the pride of parents of 
the higher orders, to determine them to eiqplode the finhioa 
which imposes on them the obligation to impart to their giila 
also^ an education beoome so eomaaon, as to make women off 
▼arioos dasses, aU eqmdly distinguished by kriUiaiit necem- 
plishments. 

The pertinadons adherence of mothers to diis frirolons 
mode of educating their daughters, seenm to me to bo eansed 
bya motive entitliiig it to respect. That they consider the 
possesdon of showy, superficial talents, to be often cioiidudvo, 
and never an obstacle, to the good establishments of (^ris, I 
believe : did they commonly see wealthy bachelors overlook 
her who is adorned with them, and choose, for their wedded 
partners, persons ignorant of them, they would, I make no 
doobti soon cease to stimulate their danghten to aoqpiiiotibsiB. 

But *yet, though single men of fortune oould eaailyy hj 
combining to maniftst, steadily, a praetieal didifce to tiksa^ 
make the attainment of them be no longer an object in the 
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edneatioii of women :' it it not speonlatioiis concerning thd most 
liicely mode of securing, for their girk, fortunate marriagef» 
wbich. fiimifth the principal motive that uiges mothers aax* 
iously to give to their daughters a. splendid^ fftthionaUe ednca^ 
tioB. 

A mother's love for her children prompts her to charge her« 
self irith cares, and to make sacrifices for their welfare. If 
her maternal affwtion be debarred from pfodncmg this effect, 
it heeoaeesy as ageneial rule, weak and languid. This aeal to 
serve them seems to me the main principle which aliments we* 
men's ambition to have their daughters taught brilliant accom- 
plishments. They calculate but little the ben^t that they may 
derive from them, but they hearken to the dictates of natural 
nffiietioa, which assures them that, since they love their girk 
equally widi their boys, they ought to evince their impartiality 
by their readiness to bestow on both, to the utmost of 
aUlity, an expensiTe education* 

Formeiiy, when the ends of education were more wei( 
than they are now, and that girls received, in consequence, 
very little instmotton, frtrni its being judged that, considering 
their limited sphere, a more elaborate education, ^ere it be- 
stowed on them, would be useless and displaced^ mothers, as 
all the cares whioh engaged them for promoting the iutnre 
weltee of their dbildren, and which were, naturally, means of 
laaniBg tiwhr mat^iial affection, were bounded to the educi^ 
tioa of their boys, were, in general, remarkaUer— aa I .have 
been credibly inlmrmed, — ^for loving their daughters bnt'little> 
and even ftr treating them with great harshness* 

A libenKty of sentiment, humanising the heart of women^ 
and too little known to the matrons of former daya, waa dif- 
fused vary suddenly throughout the kingdom, in the oourse 
of the last century ; to it may principally be ascribed the 
grsatchanges whidi, daring it, took place in the lot and edu- 
cation ef girls. 

MoAecs, as soon as the tide of their maternal affection 
waa tanght freely toflow m its natural channels, found it seek 
an open vent, relatively to their daughters, by urging them 
soliaitoasly to occupy themselves in projects, finrmed with a 
view to the advancement of their weal and happiness. 

VOL. III. 2 F 
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Yel, M the titaitim of wwien was far brnt being 
fkronnble than it had been fbnnerly, to their binding with 
mea^ at their honored eonipnniena» the care of their 
tant coMemt, flMrthei% onee they deter mine d not to 
their gills at thongh they were bat the aermnta of thefar boye* 
peeeeived no oti^r meana of dirtribatii^ fidHy b etw ee n 
their ^rooft of aiiMtion, than, na eagerly to eneonrage the 
ner to qualify thenwelveB for fnlilling the finetiona of 
daatinid to gladdan and adorn aoeiety, •» they did the la«er 
to labenr to acquire all thoee atorea of hnowledgn» which 
might enable them to iUoatrate themselres, and do hononr to 
their family and country. 

Then it waa that the tendemoM of mothera, and dieir infln- 
enoe over lathen» made society oomlnne to undoee those 
Hoodogates of dissipation whidi still continue open, and through 
which the greater port of the female youth of the u|^er 
ranhsy is borne along by n tonrent» in an endless aearoh of 
Tain« glittering pleaaures» and firirolous amuaaDseats. 

The cnstom waa then introduced ai preparing girls> by a 
brilliant, ezpensitre edncationi to win, in aeeompliahing the 
splendid destiny, which they were now iuTited to fulfil, the 
auisagea of odnauring crowda. 

I beKeve^ dmt the fiMMngs which amnre tender mothers thnt 
Aey ought to bestow on their daughtera n earelhl nnd liberal 
to fit them lor filling, beiiumingljn n distinguiBlnid 
in the world, harmeniae with the Tiewu of natnre ; lor 
I iamgine that, in a perfecdy organiaed aoeftety, the edncntaen 
of giris would engsge very great attention, in ondsr to aA^ 
to oecapying a respeetnUe rank in it, ea the henored 
of men* 
Humble tasksi such as, considered nneonueetod with uny 
other, would place the person charged with them, in the light 
of a menial preparing herself for a master's senrioe^— wonU 
enter, in a certain proportion, into the educa ti on of girls ; 
but they would be so blended with others harii^ wider, more 
dignified beariags» that their charaeter would be to ta lly 
changed. It would be erident that they had not been aas^pMd 
so women, fiir the sake mi sinldng them into the station of 
degraded serraats to men, but fbr the purpose of better 
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adapting tiMm to lilt Ihft laiik of their VafaiaUey highly es« 
teenmd helpmate. 

Thongh I think that the oaves iisiially he at ewe d» at present, 
on the edufsaliott of giris in easy c»pcanistanees» do aiot con* 
templnte a positive end entirrfy unexceptionable^ yet, as I 
tiwissiisrr them in a manner essential towards tlM assonutcoy to 
d neg htora, of thek dne hold on a mother's aftetions, I shonld 
he eeery to see them generally dieeontinned.* What I wish 
i% that ihey may lie gradoally turned to a more soHd system 
of inetmetiDtt; and I make no doubt that such will be at last 
the ease. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

GTMSy AS FAR AS THEIR EDUCATION WAS DIRECTED IMAIE- 
DIATELT TO THE OBJECT OF CULTIVATING THEIR TALENTS, 
SHOULD BE TAUOHTy WITH PECULIAR CARE, TO WRITE AND 
CONTERSB WTTH EASE AND ELEGANCE. 

W hen ever society is ripe for the establishment of a rational^ 
weB-eombined system of female education^ I conelnde that 
km time will be employed in giving to girls thKt general and 
eiiiBmentBl instrnetion» whose prinoipid object is to enshle 
them to live agieeaUy, amidst snch easy drcnmstances as 
shaH prsdnde the necessity of labouring Ant a maintenaase } 
sndihat mneh more will be devoted to training them to the 
e aem is c of sonm particahur branch of mdnstry, an aoqnaint« 
anoeirith which may qualify them to assist a fiither or husband 
in ptwMing fcv a-ftmily. 

* Wheo pwenta from neoenityy or from abiding hj their own particular 
liewt, dedfaie^ at present, gf ring tHelr daughters an opportunity to acquire 
wlmt era n\hd aMonpUilimaifei^ I beUaTe that they umally, in other iv^ 
meti^ larieh on them demonitratlonB of tendameaB, to codmIo thorn for 
mt morttiieatfon of not poeseedng euch brilliant talents as most of their 
cmafsateiti But I doahl mnoh thal» were tho fashion goiierally tattt^ 
dinoed of cnploding acoompUshments from the education of giri% they woul^ 
t^aiUtning the actual state of society, continue to receire, from their pa- 
nni%*«hiio Iwthnoitks of afioClfl% hy wMdi tho ymn Aat thsy pMs fet 
thoir lather's house are now commonly rendend, through Ufet^ swtct to thoir 
rseollectioo. 

2t2 
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' The proportions iii which the odnealibtt of gMb,-:-^ 'tlit 
period to which I look forward, — thould he aiapted WvdaMhf 
diem reraaDt in tcadies eoagenhd to b polite^ inteHedtfdi litter 
Mid in hmihesa rdttingr to maleridi faitereBW, wU' be liiilly 
aeeortaioed by the e(K>l» reflecting pertMine who, w irtl fto t ei 
tint tine arrivety may have opportuntty to obaertie 'tite 'Mate 
of aodety, and to oalenkte the wanta of ifae mlion. * I'%ai^ 
90 preeise opfaiiona on this matter ; and I mij hitv6diMl'tht 
nenilon of it, beoaose I wiah to add that, as far aa It ni%ht 
ha lomd desirable to gire to girls general and onHanoBtii^hi- 
straction, their tutors would do well, — where die pnpif s na- 
tire abilities were propitious to sneh an mdertaking,— 4o 
atlaeh themselves partionlaiiy to the objeet of teaching diem 
to exprest their sentimenta dearly and elegaiidy in writing. 

I sorely do not mean that they should hold out to them 
much enoonragement to lay before the publio Htetary produe- 
tions of dieir own composition ; nor would a system of ednca* 
tion> adapted to making them commonly aoquaiated with- the 
art of writing well, tend to incite them to do so. It would, 
by refining the taste of women, relatirely to literary metit, and 
by capacitating many of them to distingnish themseltes ia 
eooial drelesy by the elegmt prodndtiota of their pen^ Ibti- 
midate most females from sabmittiag their writfaiga to fhn 
ciiticisms of the pnbKc 

It is not, then, to encon rag e, in women, the ambitim to 
obtain as andiors die plaudita of distant nations and fbturs 
generatiQns, that I am desiroiis that particiilar attentioBi ahbuH 
be paid to comnindicating to diem die art of oommitting dkrir 
aentimeato to paper, with graoeftdness and predaioiu Omk a 
trieoti cesamonly diflteed among diem, would be invilaAle, 
from adding gready to thmr power wisely to mOiild th# ehi^ 
ittcter of their children, as wdl as to duurm and take an iBh 
protring influence orer a husband. 

The women who, by assiduous attention, hare acfuired skill 
io make of their pen an elegant, teady use, have Gomaaoidy, 
in consequence of their application to this art^ gready enriched 
their minds, and qualified themsdres for dressing the aenti- 
ments, which they express in conTersation, in gtaeefiil, eqpti- 
▼ating language. 
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TkoM wIm» edocate a gtii ovgbt t» be particiilarly annbitioas 
!• Me k^r difllingttisked by a fawinatiag talenl f#r ooiiTenaliori. 
Such ft tftleat it oae that is peealiarly appropriate to the pre^ 
▼irnce of woHieti. Where their minde are dnly enMnitedy they 
are adi^ted^ BMre than men, to delighting the aeeiety aroond 
Ihaeij and eadearing to it die practioe of wisdom't preeepta» by 
ap y — t of attmetiTe eoHoqiual talent^ b pretty mach the sam6 
IproportioB in whidi men are more qualified than they to dif- 
tne, by the exertion of their strong inteBeetnal powen, th6 
lightaof knowledge throngh nndiittngnished massoo of man- 
kind and sncoessiTe generations. 

. A well tnnned wonwn, whose sentiments on Tarions inters 
esting topics are roidered abondant* by the habit of e xp re ss >- 
ing tham, and who knows how readily to nnfbld Aem in jnst^ 
olegnBl langnage, has it in her power, as far as her personal 
infineaee extends, to beoome a Tory- firm cement of the social 
eystcnn* Sympathy with the persnasire sentiments which fiow 
fiwBi her lips, engages her hosband and the friends around 
htm an ndbeffe to it with snch attachment, timt they take plea- 
earesi imbniag themselves with its spirit. 

She has little tronUe, and need exercise bnt little authority, 
in edoeatingker children to act Tirtnensly in domestic life as 
well as in tlieir pubUc relations, for they early asqnire the 
habit of listening to her discourse with an interest that makes 
her ppii^ples sink deep into their hearts. 

Women cannot, in general, acquire the abiCty to exerciae 
ahigUy profitable influence in their fiunilies, by means of 
well directed, well nourished colloquial powers, unlem they be 
Umi^ rtgaiarlf to enchain their sentiments, in making of th em 
A wiitten eiqpoMtion. The custom of unfolding them on paper 
in a imat, bmidoMthod, would, once they had acquired it, pro> 
favnthem for soon becoming proficienta in the art of express- 
tag them in conversation with ease, elegance and perspicuity.^ 



• 

* At pretent that a taleat for copveniation ia, at it appears to me, far 
^Mlllllsciiltinrtedin the edacation of glrli, the mind of women li vuk 
jMfi^ m fertile as U nJght Im^ ia tlie production of ii^^enioiifl, refined aenti- 
BMnti ; and thoae to wliich it does give birth, they often disfigure so, hy 
Ml e n k w ar d sfioioe of termiy In their attempt to diaeloee them in converl 
fatl^. IM^ •▼^ wher» the fand of them ie wortfajr attentfon, Ihey inati- 
gate tliefr company to heai'l&en to them wixh impatience, or elee to turn 
Smo rldioilei 
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It it aot merely in an indimsl mede, — hj ttrengtteringiml 
lefining her coUoqoial UluiU» — thM% an ability to expreea lier 
thongbti in an interesting manner on paper, greatly ibrwttrdi 
the deugn of the amiable woman, who is desirous to ncqwre, 
for a good pnipose, mndi inflnenoe in her family. A talent 
for writbg weQ, possessed by a respectable woman, flOs^her 
jrelations and friends with a high opinion of her, wUeh >delce- 
mines them to hearken with deference to her eennaela. Even 
should she in her writings, advance no prindple, with which 
they were not already well acquainted, and a bhvo prefeoad 
investigation of which, they .had not met with in odebmted 
anthers, yet would the maxims that had flowed from her pen, 
make as deep an impression on them, as thongh they receg* 
nised them for truths with which they had i>een till then un- 
acquainted* They would find them to l>ear so much the stamp 
of lier individual feelings, that they would take interest in 
them as sentiments warm from the heart ( as thonghta in wiiich 
every person on a friendly footing with the author, from whose 
mind they had emanated, onght to take pnch a sympathetic 
part, as to be disposed to give them a &voorable hearing. 

A son, in particular, hearkens with the fondest reverence 
to an affectionate mother's counsels, when she lays them before 
him in a writing proper to testify at once the goodness of ber 
nnderstanding and of her moral disposition. Any memerisl 
of the landaUe talents or industry of a mother is higidf priasd 
by a tenderly loving son ; but the eompositioas wloeh prsfe 
her capacity for writing well, are peculiarly prectons to Unu 
He feeb an affectionate glow of satisfaction when he regnlatss 
his conduct by the precepts contained in them ; and is ofWn 
ronsed to esiert liis own talents by tlie emulation which thsts 
beloved writiaga inspire to him. It is commonly oao of is 
pure a kind, that, thoqgh it may kindle in him the hope cs 
establish for himself as an asrthor, a reputation that skdQ fiv 
exceed the one to which the productions of his mothei^s t»- 
lents entitle her, he still, not the less, when he hears enoo- 
minms bestowed on them, is deeply gratified in his filial ten* 
demess. 

The talent tot writing weU which girls of a good t^ppadty 
ahoi^d, in the course of their education, be taiq^ht to aoqaire. 



J 
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<Migiii ta Mnsiit in knowing hov to olotbe in well ckoienlnn* 
ginipo Umit g«o«ine fenlimeats. Let thom exprem then with 
nbnndaBce and ingonnity if they have ability to do so, bnt stillv 
let them always flow vinoerely from their heart. In a word, lot 
them not be taught to deck the prodactiona of their pen in 
the laetitious ornaments which mark pretentions to wit* Sup- 
posing snch pretentions even to be well founded, the appear- 
anco of them in a woman's writings lobs them of interest, and 
iodia p oe oe her £uaily and aoeiety to allowing them any influ- 
ence OFor their way of thinking* (a) 



MOTES TO THE THIRTEENTH CHAPTER. 

(•) In wkatercr oottiitry I hare been, I haw constantly heard wmnen 
oompkin of haabandi and falhera belx^ too much, In the doaiMtIc drd^ In- 
dfaied to taoitornity. 

I boBevc, that tha Indalgenee of bmb In hahits of illoice In their famil]r, 
leada fire^vently to inoonveuienoei of which, were they aware, they would 
■aafce more exertions than they do to hear a mfficiently animated part In the 
courereatioa of a wife and children. 

The HnreaeonaMe illence of a hiuhaad is often the oeeaalon of his reerfr- 
Ing, IhNQ hit wifc^ a long ai^ry lecture^ about some trifle whkh would not 
be heeded hy her, eenld she haye die satlsfiM^on of SMlly eiigi«iiif wHh 
hhn In an agreeable chit-chat. At the Ifaae that she ie ssehliif to establish 
•M b e t ween tiMm, she Is rendered Irritable^ because the care of ftndinf 
topics to aUment it, is left too much to her. A canss of discontent which 
It oecun to her to think that he hae given her, presents itself then readily 
to her mind. She works herself up to descant on it long with great Tehe- 
numee; since^ by doing, so^ she can taUc to Urn without intermission, and at 
tne same time spars herself the trouble of enlivening her disooune with 
thte gfuat nuiety ef tepioi^ with which ptearing, fiunOiar chat oeastantly 



WhersthacUef of afiunilyeonvenMsmuch with hisoblldnn, without 
hraakiaig forth belbre them into kmg hanMignes^ which an habitually silent 
father sometimes doee^ and which only expoeea him to be to them an object 
of ridicule,-— where he enters much into eaiy convenation with them, and 
with his fiiends in their preeenoe, he commonly finds it easy to make them 
iie s pe ct his authority^ without being inclined to murmur at it. 

A wnH Intentloned chatty perssn, att other things eqtai], te not near so 
VMm as a dfent «oe^ to be aeoosed of tynimy by fcia lanlly. He makes 
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«h« prindplM wiOdb gaida Utt^ la tha MHMlM «r »• 

vdUarix known to hit eUldnn» and If he do aotr— whieb %•> 

^ i w % vu bc m A in wtiBfying tbom of tboir being reeMiinKl% lie eft 

▼inoee tliem, tlwt, Im ererciring contraL orer Uien^ he doee nel ebUge them 

to eubmit to the dietetee of iinjoet peerieiiy but to law% the enfoeement of 

which, he oonoeivee to be preecribed to lUn by hie duty. 

I lieUeve^ that the eonetitutlooal peeuliaritiei^ whioh oommoaily noder it 
diAcuit for the chief of a fionily, ever to aofolre the hebit of Jeining In 
Hvdy, pleMwt, ftnlHer chnt. with hie wlft eaddyidna, wefr««MBdy 
gnetly Ittarwud bf an k^ndleioae preeeediag «f aethwj io vt§ur4 ta the 
eoii% who aie etill aadw their t«lti9n4 

In the ycare of childhood, when men an yet wnaffgiiainted with the 
eiona which, at their arrival at manhoodt aeaiL them, they oaght to 
^nlia the liabit of taking, in the common oooceme of their ibnale oompa- 
nlenB, an iatcnet that would render them an amiaUe iec|ety for them ; 
and theyahonld be enoounged to iireaenre thie habit etiU aa they advance in 
Ule, to each an «(tent that, ailer that they had entered Into mafrimtniil 
bond% and mw themielvee enrroonded wi^ the caree af a nafcwy^ thoee 
minute matten of iotereat which continually epring up in onc^ oould awaken 
their lympathy, and fumieh them with topici of convermtien with a wile 
and children. Though it might often become them to paae gndaally firom 
theie childieh themee into more manly, instructire onee, ye^ their ability 
to take intereet in them, would form connecting pointa between thdr mind 
and that of the membere of their Ikmily, which would enable them to ad- 
hoe eociably together. 

Inetead of preserving thcae connecting points in the minde of their 
nothen seem to me to do their utmoet to efface them, and that too in a 
acr singularly peroicJous. They are eager that their boyi^ should finom their 
early years, have a different character from girls. In the univenal, abatract, 
principle of its being right to teach them quickly to begin to exhibit one die- 
tinctiye of tlieir sex, I agree with them ; but I diffier totally with meat of 
than as to the nature of the proceedings, by which they ought to cairy that 
principle into practical epefatlon. 

Fram the mimicnt thut pride in belonging to the maaly half of the 
cieat&on, is iirst instilled Into a boy's miad, he ought to be teld, I think, 
that the dietinguishing prerogative of pemons of hie eOE^ oenaieta In the 
poessss{on of superior strength, intrepidity, and varioaa Una qoalitlea which 
naturally accompany courage. I would therefore allow him to glve^ amidst 
his active exercises, all the proofs compaUble with his tender years^ of a 
hardy, feariees dlspoeition. When he had done so— and that he had baddci^ 
by aooom^iahing whatever might be hie daily literary taah^ caned the 
right, innocently to dispoee of the reet of hie day^— I would peraait him to 
consider himself perfecUy firee to assist, if he should think it, hieaiitfsln 
the anployminti of the aeedlci or In dreming dolls : nay^ I would not ^on- 
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Mh nNiHft Inn my 9ifua&ikf fbBt In w doing In iVMud dlspfaiy hi unltfU^ 
cfvffiscd dtspovtion* 

MoAen a0t vmuSkf In an oppoolttt numner. 

ndr dantti Ibr their boys, and thdr dnad of titeir doing viliAtef; In- 
dnea them to ftrWd t h e m n e arl y aa much aa tfiey do their gMa^ — etigaglnf 
In aneh Tcntorona nndertaUnga as afgnean nndannted eoaraga ; at the mmo 
flma they taike care to persoade thorn that a maaonlitte is distinguished from 
a Aminine eharaeter, by an inability to lierfm ' m Tarloua indostrioos arts Iv 
tHtfcfa It beoom m tromen to be vened. Tfana do they represent to their Httte 
sons manly prefogntltco as of a neg a t i fe^ not podtfre kind, since they afirm 
them to consist Ih an ignorance of certain naeful arts, not In an ahiUty t». 
Hantly to aooompUsh labofions-nndertaklngs, rwiniring grent force of mind 
and frame. 

The chOdren, after hairing ImMbad these notions^ do not dftre to listen 
ta their Inclinations^ which yearn to engage them to ose the needle oodably 
with their sblers. Hiey, In eonseqneaee, find a great part of their day 
hang hoary on their hands ; no otherwise can they prerent it from being 
wearisome to them, than by disturbing all the persons peaceably occupied, 
with their riotous^ boisterous demeanour. The Yescation which they cause 
them, and their consequent disputce with them, establish ^ sort of social 
nhitlons bet wee n them, in which they take more delight than in being qoito 
separated tnm. them. Sometimes, when they are forced to forbear these 
mmdy pnu^ces, they can derlse no better way to support their manly dig- 
nity than to hmngo and loll, while their sisters are cheerfully busy widi their 
needle Tliey would be cheerfully busy too» aiding them in the performance 
of tlidr light works, had they nerer been taught to think such an employ- 
it dislionorshle fbr them. 

So &r, however, ftvm the assertion that thus digraces it in their appro- 
ion being true^ I venture to afllrm that they could hardly choosey for 
eashUng them to pan agreeably their leisure momenta, an occupation better 
ealeulntcd to give vigorous expansion In their Immodbs to generous, kind, and 
truly aoanly sentiments. It would keep alive In them many a humane^ 
social feeling wUch is sulject to wither, when they are quite absorbed In 
their own pursulfei^ either of businen or amusement. *As they would bo 
always entirely int to attend to^ or neglect, at their pleasure, then ftmale 
oceupatlona, they would be mtlsfied with themeelm when they were em- 
ployed In them, ft^om the consdousnen of doing a kind action, grateftd to 
tlnir sisters. 

The latter would, on theodier hand, learn early to allure them by soft- 
nsn and good humour ; for highly delighted would they be to an them 
taking port In their works. Thus would the children of both sezn spon- 
taaoooaly acquire ; the one, a disposition to honorable acta of c om - iesy ; the 
other, a habit of practising graeelhl, winning endearments ; which dispo- 
sition and habit would do much towards preparing them to dlitinguUh 
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to the kwi of TlrtBt. 

IW metfcwii ifhoatwrl, with Iwnur, fro&tlM ktaA ^ nor wiiiif Ihar 
MBi-lMMilAa atidk^lb^iA tfirirfiildhltliA to Ihnnlo^iowi iIm wsbIh^ 
«h«lkoffttB4«irli OT«hla«l tobe«0BfewidM t^jnther >y > dwihrl^. rf 
Tbif dkfpw hBumt^ tlm tWn Miglit to ka »clf ifimirt^ 
b«i; that tlMj •ugkt to IwM « ffMl» inpwriqg iniwito 
I Mia tte dMf oi^th* to tokeiitottMr fibito of itf^ to«ito 
to th(rigjaHlfwtoftiai^ aauteiiaatoiwiity^ ikrigl N«ir 
cnmmaaity of e—ytofnuirti 9f§mn toU nnnnMiiy toiwga» th> 
^aU tbto* wd» •ad wihiwJ4 will •o«4<i»i bitoe w i iw w p c iW j 4b«Ti- 
kato to iliMM. thrir dlftnoi onmiiftk in what iMBnto thaJr totoff fidtoir 
l9kmiimi9 tmi dtitor to the laifff«v)MiMotMr4«tofi4nnftlMi«f thalraiaO. 

7» tnl» both bof» aad glck to the dttftopsiMBt of » fta% lyfwuirhto 
chanotor, k the tn» Wm of oAowtimi ; it k tlMNfiHo tbdr iinr«4 di^s- 
■J*'^— xBikflT thoB tko Doftwm of thoir ■Misiol — ^"H kiTmiwifi thai thair 
panptoahoQUfnaOMwithoTiaw to aaoflSlabUai, whether tha imlnio- 
tion beeUmed. on **'^— » ■ eoooeedi in atodaUina tlMir dbaraatofw aoeeiEdiac to 
tlM ffid.BvomNedf into a woMit nnffifUf^g Qg jfinniiiioa fonn* 

Agfftoibly to thie rule of Jndgiog by the reeolt, whetbar the diatiacava 

lion of chUdrvnt are w« entitled to mj that the preeent iyefeem ponnad te 
tniaiag boya to aet in a manner werthy of meny and giria of wobmb, k 
very happUy adapted to the attainment of ila otifeet? 

I oenfeto that I do not think that it ia. 

In a oountry where natur e^ to ilie doea in Irelaa^ aa well m in all tiM 
nerth-weet of Europei implente in the mak aea ineonnountahk wtM^lm 
pfopaniitiee» it appean to me that* if edncatkn had in Tkw eempiatcly to 
oonfennd the charecten of men and womea^ it ooiild not jioaiibly bettor 
acoomplieh thk eod» than it doea at preeent in the upper sanlca. A diflb- 
rcnoe of draei and cmploymenti oertainly prevaik to dletiiyiJeh niadiah 
yonag BMn from eqnally laehionahk femake. Bat^ aa to any diSincace of 
ybaracter» denoting eome dietJnction of mental oiganiatioB> I oannot re- 
oegniw it in them. . Both are e^oally attentiTo to the moet minnHy friira- 
loaa detaik of fitthion ; both are alike Tain of the poawaeJon of the awaaa 
to make m pompooe eppearanoe ; and both glory in ci^yatiiJigi by the ea^ 
peilickl channe of their exterior, tlie hearte of a namcroaa crowd of ad- 
minra of the cippoeito eex. 

The preeent eyrtam of edocatloii. for boy% in aa lar ae it k diiaetad 
either to teacbiqg them to bo politely attentive to gid^ or to cogi^iag tham 
to eepazate from their% their ponolt^ eeeme to ma virtually to aim at eac- 
.tiaguiahing in them the pure eeaaibilitiei^ which would excito in 
honorable^ friendly a^paafmOkfg with the feelinga of their kmak 
aieni j and at depriving them of every inducement to ,eeck their aack^t 
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of tlM pMiioa of lore. 

-Il b citlwilitiwi to fiT» in their lioioaM a narf fonody owly tJi r ii iiy n mi t 
to ■■Mw incHiMittoni; ftr U oo ovMntlf nfinv all tko grilMH ■ttwUiM^ 
Whiflh It pnHolbeft to them to lavtoh on tho fldr, to tho inwt|H|iHty of 
■Mn to tho« liMUaattoiii^ thai tho ptiiti hooMigo whtoh «bof Inm to paf 
•0 thtaiH Batmally anhoi thoir latod lavtrt to tho Moaof tholr Maf thtan 
pfane to IM tho othaiilm of tad 4mlm $ ^noo thi|r fiilokljr 
that it lo that fiiet in their comtitwttoa, wMeh tmAwm |t 
thoo to tiaat waattea with o^a i t eo a o d dfcwaw u 

To iBohib 00 te at odacathm it o utt oi fiicd, -• pTtptarfty to tho 
af lovf^ tho oole root of oMn't toodcnwot ta women, Is to ttkB tho 
cfliBOtMdflt^poiriUotoTCnivtflodionMtteraf boili taMo allke^ hf 481^^ 
loth with IHtioloBo Taalty, tad •& la i thd a o lom (if admitniia. It ia 
■Im one iHUfitted to aaako nen f|w«<«^M^ In tli^ thailHfiti In order to he a 
good society to their wUb and eUldrtnt tiiey englit to hnow Imw taniiily 
to eympathixe with heiai^ mneh weolKer thon theaMehrei^ in a great variety 
of raepocto unooaneetod with eeneual deeiroi 

To ooaBmuaieat^ in the boeooi of yoathiy a jmre^ delicate ifli toact er to 
the eentimenti tliat dimw their fint origia from a etveaai appetite^ tlMy 
elMRild be ingmAed into other eontimentB efMrfnglng from a manly, diilnto- 
ftetod ftteideliip lor ftatalee ; which ehaald bo taught a h u nda n fly to oter- 
flow tho mind of boyii ere yet they beoeme ao^ualnted with tlM pamlena 
that impart to penone of the weahcr wa^ coarae altraetloaa, 

A mother andoiaten are properly tho drat el^eota rdatiniy ta whom Ida 
atnee of his 8iiperiorlty> In belooging to tho manly aex, may ha taaght to 
awakeninabiqr*aflBind thegMnroittMUngeof a kind proleeter and friendly 
mpport. Bat ho will not learn to eherieh, for the benedt of lila motlier 
and sister^ sneh laadablo freling% if an oppertonity be not aHarded Idaa 
to act aeoerding to their dietatee» llbey wHI not prompt lilm to UtOi ftl- 
voiona acta of oeorteay. Totrtha aniy beeama alert In beetowlag on wa- 
attentlonaof a fntUe^ gaUant Und, when they havo been taught Id 
Ihem as olj^octa of amoraas paMiensb Tb9 nmaly frieaidwip wmeh 
it la dsaliabie that they ohoidd frel te a mother and atoten^ maat be aH- 
aianted by daaionatratlons of kindnem of a aMirs ealm, adid natnrt. Sadi 
drnMoetaatioBo thoy wHl not haye it In their power to giro tboBi if they 
be not aalliBfad to partldpatein tiieir oeeapaHons, wlMther of noedle-woriB 
or honeo-keeping. The ngnlations which aliall aaslgn Umm oc eupat K ms 
to the female^ as their appointed b nsln i a i ^ whUe their mala oo-aiyntora 
shall only be pernaltted to ehooee them for reereatlon^ after that they slia& 
have satiefactorily aooompUaiiod their proper taski^ will soJHcAeiitly marie ibm 
ttstinetion that ought to sabslst between die empJoymentaof tiM two aeaea. 

If a field of reereation, of the kind that I deeorfbe, were opened to boy% tlm 
eeiise«neBoe would be, may itperhapa be thaught, that they wooid iftaw 
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wftia, wldiMit fcrnpl^ tpptf AcibmIvw to tfM 
unmanly tnte which ought to be reiWTtd lor 

I o«n only nj. In answer to thia oldeedon, that grcator praeratloaa qmM 
aeavodybetoikan tobhriato thedan^ of man engaging In mlnointHn Baa 
of liQfllneaa nnbaeomlng their aex, tlwn to give fbU ocepc^ aa I p w poa B| , to 
tlw indostriOQS powers of womeor—who wouU thna be ep c en fm ad to 
peaeMiion of erery departmentof bndneaa aultabie to thamj" an 
men intlmalely to understand the dignity of tiMir aa^ by fnl^ 
tlMlr natiire etrmgth of mind and ilranie^ and by aoenatonl^g Iham to ftsl 
for women the genenmei tender aentlniento of fl'Imddhlpi whkli 
fromm coneeionsnaisrf being destoad, Vy nntmwb toillthaoAmto 
kind pvDtaetesSa 

. BQt,thoQghitehoiddbegf«itadtome<hat boy% tmfaiedfai the 
whieh I eoggest* might, noiwlthstondfng^ beUtOe inclined to 
•dtae afterwards, for the sake of earning m livellhoody to nllne of 
unworthy mmanly ohasaetor, It mfty etUl. perliap% 1m alleged tha^ by aUaiiF 
Ing tiieniy in tlieir ehlldhood, toaasodate ^i»«mi««1"— with their asaHtor and 
sisters in the mani^gement of honsdMld aflhii% yentnyose them to n 
tatian, which they will often find irresistiWe, to intarma d d ia too 
whtn they lieoome heada of ftmtlif% with the ngnlatien of tlielr 
aeenamy. 

Ahnaet all wobmu nodi witfi aflrfght ftom the Idea of mot being left 
ftnr, by public opinion, to atsp Into n wUels pnnrfnoi^ by taking on thena 
the superintendence of their honeehold i so oMieh do tbny nHuBy ind am»* 
ton of houses wfasn thay fill the part of mistrssssi^ in watahing ovar their 
ftndly, tyiannioal and trsublaaeme. 

But thongli, aa eadety Is nt pre esnt eenatitnted^ men are 
very eorry house-keepers, I do not tlilnk that it Allowa that thay 
oessarily be eo^ whatarer be the prendent aadalnsvgM* 

Whan n maaler of m houm etspe now Into the ephera of 
le usually out of humour, pareeMng that she ie not eondnatliitf • 
his liking, and oondnding that it is neceamry, by i4gllanca and 
to uiga ha to do better. He etill, howemv eoema to look 
aftdrs ao doaely, aaearaiulLy to aofuirs, by elissffitJsn and 
knowledge of the beet method of handling them. It la ao^ tlMt«fiae% aan* 
prlsfaig, that his intsrierence ehould greatly annoy the persona imgagPil lar 
them ; for, aa a general ruls^ It Je eKtremely veomtlona to them wbo are 
embarked in any buainees to racsiTe orders, rcipectlng the mode of oen- 
dncting it, fiwm one that doee not think it hie province to aoquin skill is.. 
tlie management of It. 

If, under the system of things to which my observations refer, the prio* 
olple which would preeide over the education of boy% and which would 
teach them that ooumge, with He suitable t|»in of k% sentiment^ oen- 
atltutce the proper distioctioA of the manly choraetflr, not an igneraaoe of 
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lo irt%— if ibh prineipb should opento m txtenalTt^y ihat dileft 
•f fiMBiHwi% mippoainf them to be brmTe^ bonorablj minded men, ml^bt, 
witkool daikinf with public opiiiion, soperintead their houeeliold con- 
eolUy they would hare ample Indnoemente to acquire, by ttudiouB reflec- 
fiba» oaeli s desr diecemment of the best method of conducting them, as 
Ipwdd deCennfaM them to reftmiu from imposing unnecessary burdens on 
the teftrlen whom they employed in the management of them. 

They would also, by their oonversatlony enlighten mistresses of houses 
ett dhe meet adYantageons method of making order and industry reign in 
ttam. Wenen peiform every tasic, which may beaOotted to them, in a ipore 
MlMNd^' Joiieloai manner, when they have an opportunity to take counsel 
with men wlw understand how it ought to be executed. 

Bttt I do n^l tiiink It probable that, f yen did opinion licence the chivfs 
of Ihmiliee to attend, without derogating from their dignity, to the adm!- 
ttiatmiooof their house, that many would be found of a disposition to 
ehafse themestvmi with It. Their own peculiar business and amusements 
wuuld aaftorally engroes the greater part of their time, and there would be 
ftw poBseMei of suAeiettt aetivity and flexibility of mind, to turn their 
thoi4|lit% diving tfw remaining portion of it, to concerns of quite a difiiaent 



Boy% whsn'tbey aasociate together in condderaUe numbers, are greatly 
hMJincd to es<uhHsh rales to prevent thdr ovm conduct from being unbo- 
mmimgt what they are pleased to term, a manly character. According to 
thdr oeneeptio a of tills character, they can only display it, by abandoning 
thofltoshna to riolons, bsarbaroua propensities^ and by refusing to cultivate 
softy dviliaed tastes. Their guardian friends ought surely not to sanction 
tkem In fcnning aneh notions of the mode in which they ought to uphold 
the tfgn^ of their sex ; yet they do eo, when they appear to think that they 
vrould dflgxade themeslves by taking a sympathetic^ condescending share, in 
the hoaaewilUy worka allotted to the ftmales of their family. 

Hio eantiments of boys, eoncemlng the nature of their manly preroga- 
ti ia% aru eo liable to be impregnated with barbarism and ferocity, that too 
modi eare eanno^ I think, be taken by their guardians to prevent their 
fcnnla^ on this important snlject, a fidse association of ideaa. As long as 
pewlMe, they ahonld hasp the notion an utter straiuier to their thoughts^ 
tha» thty eottld eooimit thdr dignity by kindly assisting. In thdr works 
and In thefar baby-he«iBe eare% thdr female companions. 

In Irebnd, little boy% where their minds are not warped from natnre'a 
yitn by notlona Ineuleated to them, take particular ddight,— 4n thoee mo- 
menta wharsln they leet both from thdr eedentary atudlee and active exefw 
eiaea, tfci dtting by their dstcvs, and aiding them to accomplish labours of 
the needle. 

The kind of amhd>le society which they thus eetablish with them, ie 
one that harmonizes perfretly with tiieir eodable, yet grave, phegmatie 



46ii BOOK tv.-^yonB. [pam m^ 



lltpotltion. TItef are eomtaatijr wmarimMf, toab for doinf the 
w«rkt wUeh thejr nadwtafca, brttar llna tMr tenale 
miMli are Ihej anloiated by tlie pleaMirs af beinf oaeAil to tlMin« and 
lanfingf aa eMuaaUon, thoae little mattcn for than. 

When I have aasn ehildnn «f bath Mona a«p«lX» ^ eoaeart^ aetlliiig the 
aeooooBy «f a hthj'^umM, and hairv wItiiMMd tlie exprcMian of tfw Und, 
raiftetivdy apfnpriata Mlnfi^ wlildi their aecapatfona wore keeping pe* 
tire within them, I eooM not Imt think It an hdhtaatlon to eean Iriahmen, 
In their childhood, flvm the ta jojW K ut of eaeh ehillaed paalimfa, leal they 
ihonld elftwilnata them, when the hbloryof Inland denonamtca, that 
IhtlaeafVBeedhati^hanlofaidnaahvaMatohehaH^andhrKfa^ hut that 

Mght «o be paU ta «a art of tneperfatr wd 
lyli^hilByinaathdrhwiBMwganfle^ henetakntaea 
I eendnda thia note, I think H right to oiiaerra that, timm(h i 
hieiat auieh on the adrantafe whkh would enana from early a nen a tmnlm 
hoyi lo eonaldor their proper^ eezoal dignity, aa fimndod entirely on coun^ 
and hardinee% yet I by no maane ooonad mothen to undertake, thcoBadto^ 
to form them to brarery and intrepid enterprise. That would be atopping 
out of their praWnoe. A boy b so much taught hy instinct, to wish to he 
an olfeot, to hie mother, of Ibnd terrore and alarm% that, whora aho 
ornion a dava to aeo him perfonn Aaita pfobative of a daring mtiai, ho 
wll]» if ha be ipiiitod, engage In tha 
of fiweingherto 





If, agiamUy to hla wlsha^ ehai— ihmtfbnt dha la 
him to desisi from hla bold undertaking, aha oammlts her 
^If^P^* ^ S^^^ Ub^ *a opportunity to allbot to eoom her aa a weak 
woman. I^ on the oontrary, the look on u nm oved, while be attempts to 
tmMf her by the dangers to which ho ezpoem himaell^' dM may veaOy in. 
dte him to rush Impmdentiy Into very parfiloaa sltuatlona. 

A flsothar can guard against both theee erlK by oententing herself with 
Impreesing hereon with the conviction that she is a great admirer of a ealid, 
manly eoun^e^ and that he never will be urged by her to any act of a na^ 
furs, to cast the sUghteet doubt on his full poeseesion of such a quality. 

But, as to the deeds by which he ought to prove himself invested with ft^ 
with theee she should engage his male friend! to make him acquainted. She 
ahonldy therefiire^ as soon aa any det«]opement oooM ha given hi hhli to a 
held, hardy apirlt» hitrast him, daring the tfano Astotod by hhn to artlvfr 
sMTCiaei^ togmvamsBy diapsasd to tidss daly Into nenaMenHJen hia 
years; and, where ho ohtalaed their apprabatJan fer aflorttqg n 
praof of skin and faaragt^ he should be aura Alt hen wo^ld be also baalowod 
on him. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

GIRLS SHOULD NOT BE TAUGHT THAT IT BECOMES 
THEM TO SHED TEARS OM MOURNFUL OCCASIOK& 

The Tarioiu celebrated writers, who haye given to the pablic 
Taloable treatises on education, have amply caotioned the pre- 
ceptresses of girls against encouraging them in the defect, to 
which they are frequently prone, of taking pride in the tears 
whiofa they shed, over the fictitious distresses of theperseniys 
who owe their existenee to the teeming inTontioa of a aovtUst 
or poet. I shall not, therefore, offer any reflections on the 
adyantages which would ensne, from the establishment for 
girls, of a system of education that would teach them the 
folly of dissolving in sorrow over a tale of imaginary woe* I 
shall, however, venture, to suggest a few observations^ reli^ 
tively to the signs of affliction which women commonly aaai- 
fest on witnessing any real soene of distress, that appears to 
bore just daima on their sympathy. Perhaps it too much 
escapes the notice of the persons who direct their education, 
that, even in occasions wherein it bec<mies them .to yield to 
affliction in the house of mourning, there is often a factitious 
excitement, which ought to be withdrawn from it„ given to 
their sensibility. 

Nature seems at present to have decreed in vain, that some 
women shall be distinguished by the nselting tenderness of 
their disposition, some by the eahn firmness. Bdncation ap» 
plies itself, and usually with pretty good success, to levelling 
this distinction ; making all alike feeble minded ; alike over- 
whelmed with consternation on witnessing any unforeseen dis* 
tress which may befal a friend ; and alike prompt to shed an 
abundance of impotent tears, on occasions^ when, were they 
possessed of more calm presence of mind, they might pflrimpe 
efflsctnally exert themselves to dissipate the iU whieh mmm 
their affliction. 

I am not insensible to the exquisite graces wldch a genuine, 
tender, sensibility diffuses through a woman's mien and con- 
versation. I know too that the sufferer in his social aflfections, 
such as he who mourns the loss of some beloved relative. 
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•omelimes craTesi as though it were a balm for hia sotrowv, 
the oommiseration of his frienda* 

It ia particularly aoothiog to him to aaoertainy by a woman's 
delicate attentions, that she sincerely pities Mm. 

These considerations are reasons, no donbt, for not endea^ 
Tou|g^ to quench, in a woman who really possesses it, the 
spark of sensibility ready to excite in her, on witnessing the 
misery of another, , a severer pang of anguish than what is Mt 
even by the person whose misfortune she deplores. But thej 
do not jostify us in training all girls to be oyerwhelmed with 
alUetion on every mournful occasion. To the end that they 
may learn firmly to uphold a lofty, and necessarily somewhat 
austere system of order, their education should be adapted to 
strenffthen, not to weaken their mind. This is the more re- 
qnisite, because the custom of habituating them readily to 
give prooft of a soft sensibility, oftener teaches them duplicity 
and selfishness, than it submits them to the government of a 
trvAj disinterested social love. The latter subsists beet in a 
mind capable of such collected firmness, that its attention is 
never called away from the purpose of serving a person in 
need, by reverting to Its own feelings ; in a mind that can see^ 
without agitation, its best beloved friend sunk in profound mi- 
sery, provided it be sustuned by the hope of alleviating hia 
safiMngs. Women trained to yield to emotions of anguish 
every time that their attention is directed on an afflicting spec- 
tacle, turn their thoughts on themselves. - To spare pangs to 
their own heart is the object of their solicitude ; frequently 
therefore do they fiy from witnessing distress which, had they 
courage to contemplate it, they might relieve. 

The edncation of girls, should be directed on the principle 
that women, who have received a refined one, are mnch more 
obnoxious to l»ecoming selfish from their mind being too ranch 
softened, than from its being rendered too firm. It should be 
recollected that they are designed for the nurses of sickness^ 
oM age, and infancy ; for the consolers of mankind under 
many afflictions ; and that these offices, if they require in them 
a humane mind, also demand that they should have a calm, 
energetic one. 

Never should girls be praised for their facility to shed 
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teiM; Bever shoiiU tkey, from being taaght to beliere tliBt 
they become theni» be stiniBkifted\to aefaire the habit*-— 
for il may be acqaired> — of •heddiag them at wiU, or upmk 
Bfotj triAiog,. mottraliil oeeasion. A mere oniamental fleBH 
nUiitf , shoBki aot be subttitBtedy where it does aot natorally 
existy to a firm eompoeare of miod, at the riak of teachiBg 
womeato deomve theaiBelTes and others, on the melting ten« 
demats of their affiBetions* 

Lottliegirlsy really formed of each soft stn£F, that fond, 
aooial feeliags fieqaently suffdse their eyes with tearsy fascinate 
specti^teyra by the touching graces which they thence .derive, 
WithoBt any violent efibrt being made, to oblige them to oon« 
quer soeli an amiable weakness. But stiU, as the pereepHoR 
of the charms which it leads them, will alwayi incline girls 
too nmch to wish to be distingniaiied by it, endeavoars should 
be made to throw the whole weight of the opinion of society 
into the scale bearing in an opposite direction. Praise should 
alone be bestowed on the girls who show, on aU occasions, com- 
posed fortitude and presence of mind, joined to an unobtru- 
sive activity in succouring the distcmed*t 

Were women taught both to aim at acquiring a ddicate tact 
in fdieving misfortune in the manner most soothing to it ; and 
also to endeavour to form themselves to the habit of not allow- 
ing emotions of pity to unnerve them ; their society would, I 
am convinced, be much more sought for thafi it is, by men 
labouring under affliction. The latter frequcQtly bury them- 
selves in. solitude, flying particularly, with a species of dread, 
the aspect of a cpmpasaionate female. They say, that the per* 
ception of the pity which they excite in her is painfully oppres- 
sive to them. I believe, however, that the cause of its being 
.80 disagreeable to,them is not, as they think, an absolute dis*< 
like to receiving froip a woman testimonies of compassion* 

• Not only may tlie habit be acquired of continually shedding tears, at 
tke aUglitest aifeeting incident, by women whose natural itrengtii (^> ulaA 
wooM disclaim aueh a wnl^nMi, had they not learned, in childhood, to look 
on Has amiable, but also, when tiieir own reflections, later in life, hare 
ia«Shil Ihrin thir Ibllyof yielOiog to it, it may bo impoasible for them to 
Taii%slali it. * - 

f Attonpts to. strengthen the mind of women must be unsuocessful, 
^f^hg^twt thUreducatioD, from being too sedentary, H calculated' to enfeebte 
Ihfeir bodily fhtfoe. 

VOL. Ill, 2 O 
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Saeh tefttimoaiafty on tlie part of a fenialo» miglii be »gtaHftil 
baltam to their sorrows. / But, in order to prove eo^ they 
skeeUi be silently cnleoliited by infiiaing throiigh tkeBMntfuer 
the spirit of ber from whom they pro c eeded^ ^ bnwe Us- 
miiiid to a finn tone, and to datenaine him to lookdosnii wilir 
reaignation and dignity^ on the iMa b e se tt i ng hi«> Thep t i y. # f 
n feeble minded woman obliges, on the coatmryv- thio maa ^9 
whom it is offered, to rest immersed in the ecmtemplalieii o# 
the woes overwhelming him» as thongh he weoe en d n ed 
no natiire feroe* by the exertion of .which he mifl^ hm 
rior to^diem. The very emisolationa wlneh she nsnatty 
sents to him, are moulded on the idea that his caase of i 
ia sodisprpportionably great, in oompanson to hia strangtk to 
atmggle againat afflietion» that he weald not be blameahi e. wa wB 
he to sink under it« She^ in eonseqnenoe, agitatoa and dis- 
tressea instead of soothing him* 



CHAPTER XV. 




COMPARATIVE VlBlCj^F THE NATURE AND BSAAINOS 
OF THE INFLUENCE OF .A RELIGIOUS BELIEF QVER 
MEN AND WOMEN. 

Women have a more Hvely sense ^)tfreBgion tSaa men, 
and they more require that it should be^6>r ever awake hi 
them, to regulate all their thoughts. So Bableltediey to Be be- 
trayed, by a Tiradous, petulant imagination, into^dii, rmWf^ 
and an impetuous desire to taste some forblddeiillt^if; that, 
where a principle of duty towards God, and a belief tn Us 
omnimrfenee, is not in Tigorous aetirity fai th^ braaa^lfiere 
oan be no security against their yielding suddenly to the 
tation, to commit an act of degrading folly or aa ignoi 
crime* 

The ftdlest devdopement given to their understandiiig, 
the inankation to them ef the sonndesti prin^ke d 
phy, cannot suffice to engage them always obediently to feesl- 
lect the precepts of wisdom ; for their reason is W ah^pbh 
to fix their attention constantly on them, and she tnafuiliy 
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ufdmau in thrir Mag harried awajy to spite of their know- 
klge of those precepts, by the allwevents of vise mad ftJIf, 
A Kreif » proCemdy religioiis sentiment can alone goard thens 
fion the temptation to wander into evil ways, by makingtheir 
pnseiples of datf stiU mere powerfid and TigUant than the 
insntlves to error, which eentinnally lie in wait to insnave 
Ibeir T<dnlile imaglttatiott. 

Men do not seem to hiifo so nrgent a need as women ef 
keephig constantly wakeful in their mind, retigions pffinciples 
ef dnty, that shall be competent to the right regidation of 
Ihsir every thought. Once diey form to themselves, fbom 
eensnlting their understanding, or from attachment to aregn- 
kr took of life, rational rules of conduct, they are not so 
liaUe fo experience n sadden fofgetfulness of them, owing to 
thmr hnagination capriciously exerting itself to seduce them 
snto ervor. 

Women are, more easily than men, put under the control 
of a religious sentiment ; not merely on account of the greater 
<viraeity of their feelings, owing to which such a sentiment, 
once their mind is impressed with it, h more continually pre- 
eent to their recollectiou ; but also, because of their greater 
propensity to examine their own inward state, and r^;ulate it 
to their liking. 

Men, when they embrace any religious doctrine, commonly 
net their intellect at work to devise subtle arguments for 
<Slie support of it ; that they may become poweiihl preachers, 
jrfofuate to engaging the understanding of many to acknow- 
ledge its truth. 

Wommk are much move inclined to apply to their own use, 
•the ndigtons .faith in wbidi they believe, and anxiously to watch 
4>Mr their inwaid affections, in ordw to keep them subdued 

'fcyit. 

They nlso, indeed,— sometimes more vehem^itly than meny— 
aeek to make converts to their religious persuasion : 

FiMt-^Being sincerely convinced that they enjoy an inef- 
fidde blessing in being penetrated with it, they consider that 
both duty and brotherly love command them to impart, if they 
can, to their neighbour, the benefits derivable from it. 
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Secondly — In retpect to tiie yIows saggested to tlieni bj « 
Lons faith, they are constantly under the influence of a 
subordinate spirit of association with the opinions of men. 
To some spiritual guides among the latter, they usually look 
up with implicit deference. By them they are taught to use 
the most feryid efforts to make proselytes to their belief; and 
from the ardour with which, when a lealous prine^do is 
aroused within them, their imagination and feelings commonly 
operate, they are frequently more indefatigable in their en- 
deaTOurs to win disciples to their way of thinking, than are 
the directors who first stimulated them to this holy enter- 
prise. 

But, thoi^ religious women are sometimes vemarkaUe for 
the aeal with which they seek to propagate their fidth, they 
still, where they are taught to think it wise or becoming them 
not to try to do so, commonly distinguish themselTes by the 
unobtrusive, tender attachment, with which they ding to it. 
Though they keep silence on the subject of the sacred sweets 
with which their adherence to their faith oveiflows their bo* 
soms, they offer a most edifying, interesting spectacle, to the 
close observer, who has opportunity to perceive how much 
their hearts are purified and calmed, by a sense of religious 
duties and religious joys. 

Few are the' men, I believe, who, unless religious senti- 
ments be endeared to them by the influence of a tender wife 
.or mother, can keep them in sufficient activity within them 
kighly to improve their disposition, and overflow their bosoms 
with a delightful, holy peace. 

Women, notwithstanding the great advantsge that they 
possess over men, in being prompt to turn their religions fidth 
to its true use, that of ameliorating their own hearts, require 
certainly, to be taught, by them, the spiritual dogmas that 
onay serve as a basis to their religious sentiments. Tlie powers 
of the intellect so naturally daim the right to set before the 
.heart the particular tenets whence its religious sentiments shall 
emanate^ that, if women have not reoourse to the understaad- 
ipg of men to make known to them the speculative artides of 
belief that ought to support their practical, religiooaprindples, 
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they will use their own intdleetaal powers for the interpreta- 
tion of all those passages of the sacred recordi which ofBeri to 
those who study them, the text of dry, shstrose arguments in 
&Tonr of some particular religious dogmas. 

If women were thus to employ their own intellect, to deter- 
mine what are the precise articles of faith which may be col- 
beted from the words of scripture^ they would be much more 
likely than men to exhibit the revealed word of God as sanc- 
tioning a grovelling, superstitious belief, ofiensiTO to his ma- 
jesty, and adapted to encouraging, in mortals, an abject, sense- 
less mode of thinking. 

But, llioogh I am well aware of its being requisite^ towards 
the preservatioi^ among us, of rationally enlarged views of 
religion, that women should think themselves bound to hearken 
irith modest deference, to the instructions of male spiritual 
teachers, I cannot help thinking it a misfortune that the asso- 
ciation of opinions which, in matters of religion, constantly 
takes place between the two sexes, is not effected on more 
equal terms, by each asserting, in regard to it, a kind of 
•i^remacy, equivalent to that which is exerted by the other. 

I regret greatly, to see the sex, which is inclined to turn 
religious opinions to the improvement of its own nature, re-' 
dooed to therank of amere echo* to those proclaimed by the 
one that studies religious dogmas with a view to exercise its i»- 
teDeetual powers, rather than to reform its moral dispositions. 

Whilever men so absolntdy take the lead in interpreting the 
words of scripture, revealed religion will appear^— as I believe 
that it must be owned that it does at present,— ^too much as a 
subject of which the use is to open an arena» where those who 
wish to exeroise their reasoning powers, can engage together 
in a controversial war. 

Women on^t to be taught more to oonsider themselvei aa 
judges qualified to decide^ whether the arguments that men 

^ Many womeii bowt of fwminf their relisknu fidth from an indeptnidciil 
slody of foripture. But tlioiifh thej may do ao, they are, ncTer th al e i B, 
tbo nradi led, hy tharrampla of meo, to ezoreiaa their undflntaadliif Itt «iu 
pooadliis ita myaterloaa jfBtngiu, inataad of applyins the clear, croella nt 
mond preeepta which abound in it to the purpoae of pnrifyiiis tlio lUrtiTe 
dispodtloiia of their hearti 

3g2 
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•nchain to ideiitifieaUy togMMTi to ntpport die dogm^ 
reltgiom tool to wUdi Aey bobrng, bolk tend ftirly to. over- 
flow the htort widi poaoefiiii Immbloy koBoroleot tetttuMol^ 
tueh at thoto that ondently ehaiootoriae tbe ^wit of.ehrit- 
tianity ; aad alto deaily to rqii o t ett t to vt Ike trae aaOma of 
thoto holy tontiBioiitty that a ttoady ohorithmopt of thoa 
widiia at, BMy prore no obttado whaltooTor to our fhHHawnt 
of OTury daty» both to oar fimiliot and the pnhlit^ . wUehta 
good tocular order of tlungt reqidria ut to porfiMnu .. 

To ottMo woaoMn jodkioatly to apply tiiit moral teat tOJthe 
religioat opiniont of men, in order that.tfaoy nuy flnBlyjojeet 
them whtio they oamiot abide a trial by it» the noral tenee 
ihoiild reeeiTO, in dieir.miBdt* a rery Adl dorelopoBMnt^ by 
aieaiit of a oofnmnatoation to them of tond kaoiriedff* ^^^ 
oemiag the wanta of naakiiid ia thtir actaal ^bitOr . . 

Should the Tiewt of the natoralf moral .order of .the wi« 
Tone, eapoted'ia the firtt part of thit worl^ receiro. th* jip* 
probatioa of eaadid* onUghtaaed jpdget» at hwg hjig^y p^o^ 
per to pcepare the heart for imbibiogt firom.the ttndy fff icrip* 
tore, jatt teatiaientt^ adapted to eogi^^ it to the faithfid 
ditehwge of itt datiet ia tbit worlds at woU at to purifj^ 
it for itt entcaoco on a better, theo» J boUoT;^ that greal adr 
Taatage wonld oatoe from dettraniiiiog women .to make the 
ayttem of nataral religion^ to which I refor» their .pecalioK 

•WKiy« ,. , «•♦,„, 

Robntt, orderly tentimentt, tonching the moral detign of 
proTidoBoe, woald that take a firm eontitMnce witUa ttan ; 
•ad they wonld require the men who annonnotdtliatpaelfet at 
the oaqKHmdert of torq^tore, to thow, ore they woald adopt 
their iaterpretatioa of it, that the dogmas tor . which they 
claimed the tanetion of itt authority, cmild ho erenly ereqted 
on the batit of their tentimentt of natnral^reUpoa.. 

When they had learned, on beholding the bean ti et of cfeik« 
tion, continually to elevate^ with gratitude^ their heartt to- 
wardt the Creator, their belief in rerealed religion would not 
Hottw in their mind low, tuperttitiout firaciet. It it continu; 
ally in daiq;er of taking a tendency to produce thit jonworthy 
eflfoot, when it it not attociated with rational, lofty tentimentt 
of nataral religion. 
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These IttCer Mntimeiiti would give to the native floO of 
woifiatt'e innd fottdetit tenacity for the doctrines of the chris- 
tian fiuth to ihU on it like fertiUsing showers, proper to pni« 
dooe an abandant harvest from the seeds of righteovsaess im- 
pregnating it. But where it has not been rendered adhesive, 
hj an attachment to the principles proclaimed by the voice of 
nature, the doctrines of revelation too often only serve to 
canry it away, and to leave the ground, which it onght to cover, 
remarkable for its arid sterility. 

Were women, in confcrmity to these notions, tanght to be- 
lieve it probaUethat the moral order established, in this world, 
has important bearings on the destiny of the other globes, 
scattraedthroogh the starry firmament, then would the interest, 
Willi whieh they would survey, the magnificent nightly vault 
of heaven engage some of them to study astronomy and ma- 
thematics. Thoi^h the constitution of their reasoning facul- 
ties is, very rarely, sufficiently strong, to enable them to dive 
into these abstruse sciences to the depth requisite for making 
new discoveries in them, yet there are several of diem well 
able to enter into all their known recesses, with intelligent 
men for tiieir gtddes. I am well convinced, also, that these 
sciences would have, for several of the women devoted to a 
retired, single Hfe, sudi powerful attractions as to induce 
them permaaendy to apply to obtaimng a competent know- 
ledge of them, did they hope to gain by it any interesting 
end. 

They would be wanned to the study of them by the pros- 
pect of suck an end, did they believe that it would conlbr on 
them the power of scrutinising the fundamental fiMSts, vouch- 
ing for the truth of a sublime system of natural re H giou that 
appears worthy die awful majesty of heaven. 

Besides the direct advantages that would result fWmi some 
women consecrating themselves to the study of the aeience 
of mathematics — ^ili its applications to astronomy^ — a further 
good would attend their doing so, since they would gene- 
rally acquire a sedateness, and an orderiy nMhod of class- 
ing their idean, which, even supposing them not to add to 
their cTri chann^, wm'd still enable them, by their influ- 
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MOO orar die rest of diair eeXf to comminiicate to otkr 
woolen » eoUdity of thought, that would rondwr them im- 
ooptiUf of ft finor poliah, and incroaee their ability to fill 
their {daoo in a manner profitable to eoeiety. 
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CONCLUSION. 



I HAVE nowy I hope/ presented my prindplei of todal order, 
under a sufficient yariety of aspects, to enable the reader 
clearly to discern the spirit with which, I conceive, that the 
system of which I here offer a slight sketch, onghf to be ani« 
mated. 

The most amversal idea that penrades it i% that mankind, 
considered in their whole succession of generations, are going 
through an immense process, on the consummation of which 
th^ will have paMed from the 'state of innocence, in whidk 
they existed before their fall, to a state of virtue as pefrfect aS 
suits their corrupted constitution ; and I judge, that the most 
Tii^ble sign of their haVing accomplished that process, will bc^ 
that the weaker sex,— excepting what allowance must be made 
for. the origiiial depravity of human nature, — ^wiU be in no 
other subordination to the stronger, than that in which it 
'was placed in a state of innocence, naniely: a subordination 
resulting from sentiments of order written in every heart. 

I shall not descant en the blessings which would ensue from 
a perfect, practical developement of tfals system. I leave it 
to those who shall give it a real existence, to discover them : 
for I believe that, when the first steps towards its positive 
establishment, are judiciously taken, wider and wider views 
of the advantageous bearings which it is susceptible of re- 
oeiving, will open gradually on those who will conduct this 
enterprise. 

I shall mention but one result which, I please myself v/Uk 
imagining, would be the consequence of the wide eetablish- 
ment, among the nations, of such a system of social order, as 
I fondly contemplate. 
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It u» thai wan wodd ceaae ttom aaong than. Hie wkaim 
energy ef men's mincb would be amply erolred in maim- 
taining tkemtelyes, their comitrji and the worldy in a state 
of yirtae. The mental and physical forees with whtdi they 
afo endned, instead of bebg employed to SBbrert the enspiie 
of peace and order, wodd become the fhndamcntal sopports 
of it. Then wonld their trinmpliant reign on ear^ realiao 
that prophecy in fignratiTe language recorded in scriptnre^ 
which Pope has rersified in the flowing benntifid lines ^-^ 



** Tke lamW wttliirolvw dMkD gnsBtlte 

71m Mvsnd liooal mm crib dMU me^ 
And hannlMi Mipiiili VUk Am pngrim's CmI ; 
Hm — »ni"^ Infint In Us band shall taka 
TIm cmtod IwdlWk and apci^tfld anaka; 
Fkaaad^ tiM grean laatna of thair aoalaa annraj. 
And witfi thair Ibfkj taofea ahdl innaw eliy #lqr« 



Till the time is ripe .for the initial intisidnetion of theiiys- 
|em of sodal order fiom the consummatton of whose reign «• 
earth I anticipate such gloriovs resnlls, perliaps Providanee 
will .gtaoiondy permit that this feeUe treatise may he^ to 
eiqg^ge some of its rsadecs to xeflect, with a holy adminlitfmv 
jon theCrealor's designs, as tiiey pierce through the stroctswie 
vof the.nnirerBe.; and may indnce them to endeavonr to pre- 
faae themselves and the persons whom they inflnenoe, for 
JUviifg conformably to the wtoons plan of social order edaptod 
to hnman natiws. 
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